
 

 

Seedling Group Questions for the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost: “Signs and Wonders”  

(November 17, 2019) 

The sermon can be found at www.lipstosing.wordpress.com 

 

 

Questions for Opening Up 

What is the most beautiful building that you have ever had the opportunity to see in person? 

 

What do you think some of the prevailing thoughts are in the larger culture about the end of the world 

or the “Apocalypse”?  Why do you think these narratives in films and books are so popular? 

 

Read Malachi 4:1-2a 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that the day of the Lord is coming. Jesus says he 

will give his disciples a message – words and a wisdom.  Has someone ever spoken “words and a 

wisdom” to you that seemed to be a message God would like you to hear? 

 

What people or place in the world today do you believe needs the healing that the prophet promises, or 

seems like a situation only God’s healing could redeem? 

Read Luke 21:5-19 

How do you make sense of Jesus’ seemingly contradictory words that his disciples “will be betrayed 

even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends and they will put some of you to death” and, “but 

not a hair of your head will perish”?   

 

Certainly one reason Jesus says to his disciples not to decide what they might say ahead of time if they 

have to testify because of following him is that he is going to give them the words and the wisdom, but 

it sort of seems that if you knew arrest and punishment were options for you, you might devise some 

preliminary notes of defense. Is there any particular reason Jesus is so adamant that his disciples not 

think ahead of time about what they might say in defense?  

 

Putting Things Together 

How are we to learn to distinguish between what is temporary and what is eternal?  What has your own 

journey in coming to be able to distinguish the two been like? 

 

What are your thoughts about the value of the Apostles Creed as a statement of faith for us today?  Are 

you convinced that its verbs are “too focused on the past tense” or are you of the mind that it is still a 

useful formula to confess our faith (because of its universality, historical significance, or perhaps another 

reason)? 

 

Making It Personal   

This is Epiphany’s year of focusing on “Evangelical Outreach” or being witnesses to Christ in our 

community and beyond.  Not forgetting all the faithful ministry that already happens through people 

and families and teams in our congregation, if money and resources were no object, what would you be 

excited to risk for the sake of the message we have to share?  

 

http://www.lipstosing.wordpress.com/


 

 

First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a 

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the 

day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 

branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 

dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone 

will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 

place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am 

he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, 

but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; 

and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

  12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 

synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This 

will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 
15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 

contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will 

put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head 

will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

 

 
 


