
Seedling Group Questions for the sermon of September 15 – The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The sermon for September 15, “The Day Kitty was Found,” can be found at www.saidanotherway.org 

 
Questions for opening up 
Have you ever lost an item that you never ended up finding? How did you carry on? 
 
What is the most bizarre or unusual reason for a party you’ve ever heard of? 
 
Read 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Based on what Paul shares in these verses, how would you describe his faith journey?  
 
How often do you encounter these kinds of faith stories in other people? What effect, if any, does hearing 
them have on your faith? 
 
Why do you think Paul calls himself “foremost” among sinners? Would you ever describe yourself in this 
way? Why or why not? 
 
 
Read Luke 15:1-10 
The distinctions between Pharisees or scribes and sinners or tax collectors play out quite often in the 
gospels. Based on this interaction here, what seems to be at stake in these conflicts? 
 
Why does Jesus tell three different parables with essentially the same punchline: “Rejoice! What was lost 
has been found”? 
 
What do you think about Jesus’ remark that some people “need no repentance”? 
 
Putting things together 
What kinds of experiences or people often bring about repentance in people? That is, what kinds of events 
or relationships help change (renew) their mind about their relationship to God? 
 
 
Pastor Phillip says, “What [confirmands] are going to say on…the day of their confirmation, is essentially 
they trust in a God who fundamentally finds us wherever we are, and that that’s our hope—not how 
wonderful we are, but how gracious and persistently loving God is.” Would you say these parables illustrate 
a primary element of God’s character? A fundamental aspect of God’s kingdom? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
Making it personal 
Is there a time in your life when you felt you strayed from Christian faith? What was it like? 
 
 
How do you navigate a kingdom that apparently contains both Pharisees and tax collectors (saints and 
sinners) at the same time? How do you handle that tension within your own self? 
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1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I 
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 
patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal 
life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Luke 15:1-10 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 
  3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 
lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And 
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need 
no repentance. 
  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that 
I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” 
 


