
Seedling Group Questions for the week of November 10 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
The sermon for November 10 (“God of the Living”) can be found at www.saidanotherway.org 

 
Questions for opening up 
Where do you typically turn when you have a question about faith you can’t answer? Why do you turn 
there? 
 
What ideas or thoughts come into your mind when you hear “resurrection of the dead”?  
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
What kinds of things does Paul say the Thessalonians can expect regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? What do you make of his predictions? How should we read them today? 
 
Paul says that the Thessalonians were chosen as “first fruits for salvation.” Generally-speaking, what are 
first fruits? In what ways are followers of Christ first fruits for the world? 
 
What traditions of faith and practice do you think the church needs to stand firm on and hold fast to? 
 
 
Read Luke 20:27-38 
Describe how Jesus handles the Sadducees’ question. What, if anything, should we make of that? 
 
What does Jesus mean when he says “those who are considered worthy of a place in that age”? Who is 
doing the considering? How might one go about being considered having a place in the resurrection of 
the dead?  
 
How can people be dead on earth but still be living to God? Does this concept shape your faith in any 
way? How? 
 
 
Putting things together 
This passage is one place where we clearly see Jesus “doing theology” and reading Scripture critically. 
Where and how do followers of Christ learn to utilize Scripture carefully and develop theological 
thinking skills? 
 
Pastor Phillip says, quoting Robert Louis Wilken, “the early followers of Christ ‘were not in the business of 
establishing something; their task was to understand and explain something.’ It’s easy to forget 
that…when we see the church just as an institution with programs that serve people or that the point of 
the sermon is just some application for living our lives…” In your opinion, how good is the church of 
today at seeking to understand or explain the work and presence of Jesus Christ? Do we side too heavily 
on trying to establish things like programs and projects? How do you think the world perceives us in this 
matter? 
 
Making it personal 
How comforting do you find the belief in the resurrection of the dead to be? Explain. 
 
How do you deal with someone who wants to argue a point in the Bible? What do you do if someone 
has questions and you don’t have an answer? 
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 
brothers and sisters, 2not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or 
by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3Let no one 
deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the 
lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4He opposes and exalts himself above 
every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
declaring himself to be God. 5Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still 
with you? 
 
  13But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, 
because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 
through belief in the truth. 14For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the 
good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers and 
sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of 
mouth or by our letter. 
  16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through 
grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17comfort your hearts and strengthen them in 
every good work and word. 
 

 

 
Luke 20:27-38 
27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28and asked him a 
question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no 
children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29Now there 
were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 30then the second 31and the third 
married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died. 33In 
the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
  34Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 35but 
those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead 
neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are 
like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37And the fact that the 
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the 
Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is God not of the 
dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” 


