
Seedling Group Questions for the sermon of May 3 – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The sermon for May 3, “The Good Gate,” can be found at www.saidanotherway.org 

 
Questions for opening up 
Have you ever built or engineered something in order to keep something out? Or in? What was it? 
  
Which parts of our on-line worship have brought you joy, fed you, and helped you connect with others? 
 
Read Acts 2:42-47 
Verse 42 famously lays out the four core components of worship when Christians came together each 
week on the Lord’s Day. Why are those four things so central to their life and faith? 
 
What “top four” things do you associate with Christian life today? Why? 
 
Verse 43 mentions “signs and wonders” that were being done by the apostles, yet nothing is ever given 
as an example. What do you take this to mean? Are signs and wonders a part of Christian life today? 
Explain. 
 
Read John 10:1-10 
How do you interpret the “thieves and bandits” of verses 1 and 8? What kinds of things or people fit 
that category? Do you have any direct experience with them? 
 
There is no wonder that Jesus’ figures of speech confuse the disciples! Jesus seems to compare himself 
to at least two things at once: a gate and a shepherd. There is also this role of the gatekeeper. How do 
you make sense of this passage? Which of those images for Jesus resonates more for your faith at this 
time? Why? 
 
What is your understanding of the meaning “to have life abundantly”? Is that something you can 
experience now or only in the resurrection from the dead? 
 
 
Putting things together 
To what degree can Christian faith be practiced in solitude? What has been your experience during 
quarantine? 
 
What are the challenges of maintaining a healthy Christian common life? What problems can arise? How 
are they best addressed? 
 
Pastor Phillip says, “Regardless of our separation and the loneliness of little individualized pastures we’re 
grazing on now, the one who stands by the gate does call us by name.” How do you learn to recognize 
and respond to the Shepherd’s voice? What in your faith journey has been helpful in hearing God’s call 
and command? 
 
Making it personal 
How have eight weeks of on-line worship impacted your faith? 
 
At what points does Jesus seem like an open gate for you, leading you out into green pastures? At what 
points does Jesus seem like a closed gate, protecting you from harm? 
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Acts 2:42-47 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
 
John 10:1-10 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


