
 

 

Seedling Group Questions for the 4th Sunday in Lent - “Connections” 

(March 22, 2020) 

The sermon can be found at www.lipstosing.wordpress.com 

 

Questions for Opening Up 

What has been the biggest frustration or greatest hardship you’ve experienced through the physical 

distancing we’ve been practicing this week? 

 

What is a blessing or “silver lining” your eyes have been opened to see in the midst of all this? 

 

Read Psalm 23 

In a culture that often has its wants and its need mixed up (we think we need things that are actually 

wants), how do you hear the psalmist’s conviction “I shall not be in want”?  How does he have the 

strength to say that? 

 

Who have you seen this week acting as a shepherd - leading others to safety, persisting beside those in 

need, protecting, preparing a table, or encouraging trust in God? 

 

Read John 9:1-41 

“I am the light of the world” is one of Jesus’ seven “I am” statements echoing God’s divine revelation to 

Moses at the burning bush, who said, “I am who I am.”  Here Jesus shows his oneness with God.  What is 

one thing it can mean for us that Jesus is the light of the world? 

 

There are various levels of seeing happening in this story in John’s gospel.  The man is given his literal 

sight and he sees who Jesus is.   It is certainly a lot to experience in a short amount of time. How do you 

think the man who was born blind feels though all this? 

 

Putting Things Together 

In the midst of all that is happening so quickly around us, how have you seen things differently in the 

last two weeks, in terms of your personal life?  How about in terms of your relationship with or 

understanding of God? 

 

The hymn “Amazing Grace” was written, in part, based upon this story and has been a great witness to 

many people.  Is there a way we can witness even in this time of physical distancing?  If so, how? 

 

Making It Personal   

Joseph says in the sermon, “The veil has been lifted for us that we need God.  Much of the time we are 

able to live with the illusion that our technology, our creativity, our ingenuity, our work ethic can save 

us. Now our eyes are opened.  We cannot save ourselves.  But we have a God who is determined to save 

us, who promises us daily bread, who has rescued us in the past, who will rescue us again…God sees you 

faithful followers of Christ at Epiphany and beyond, so let us persist in living in the light of Christ and let 

us persist in connecting with one another, encouraging one another, and reaching out in love to one 

another.” How have you seen this happening or how do you hope we can enact this vision?  
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First Reading: Psalm 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen 
him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, 
“It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But 
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made 
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of 
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the 
blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and 
that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah 
would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to 
God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that 



 

 

God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
  35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to 
him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 
worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, 
and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 


