
 

 

Seedling Group Questions for the 1st Sunday in Lent - “A Crazy Scheme” 

(March 1, 2020) 

The sermon can be found at www.lipstosing.wordpress.com 

 

Questions for Opening Up 

What is a dangerous or dishonest scheme that someone has tried to pull you into – be it a Nigerian King 

or someone or something else?  

 

What passage from scripture do you find yourself going to when things are difficult in your life, or when 

you need some encouragement? 

 

Read Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one 

another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the 

discovery only that they were naked.  What do you make of this story? 

We are familiar with this story (or we think we are familiar with this story).  As you read this story again 

now, is there anything you are noticing for the first time?  What do you think we can learn from this 

story? 

Read Matthew 4:1-11 

Fyodor Dostoyevsky is said to have believed that if we only had this one story from all of scripture it 

would be enough.  Do you agree with him?  Why or why not?  

 

Jesus experiences the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness anew. As the Son of God, he 

endures the testing of the evil one.  What difference does it make to you to know that Jesus was 

determined to remain faithful to God and that he succeeded? 

 

Putting Things Together 

Joseph suggests that our lives are filled with empty promises.  Not to put you on the spot, but are there 

any ways you feel you are complicit in this (I, Joseph, am writing these questions, and I am absolutely)?  

How’s so? 

  

Since we are disciples of the One who is all truth and who brings the truth of God’s promise, and 

standing on that foundation, are there ways that we can work personally to make our speech more 

truthful? 

 

Making It Personal   

Joseph says, “We belong to the Risen Lord and because we belong to Jesus, we are people of the 

promise.  We are people who have been given the promise of God and who are able to speak the 

promise of God.  Here, in this community, Jesus is with us and among us to create a community that can 

speak promises that last and believe promises that last.  Here, in this community, we are given the 

courage to be a part of God’s crazy scheme to share the riches of the Kingdom of God.”  As a community 

are there additional ways we can create spaces and opportunities for people to be vulnerable and open 

with one another and share the intimacy that produces connection? 
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First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

 
15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the Lord God 

commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

  3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said 

to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the 

serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit 

of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent 

said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then 

the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 

and made loincloths for themselves. 

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and 

forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 

God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written,  

 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

  5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,  

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

  8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  

 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

 


