
Seedling Group Questions for the sermon of February 2 – The Presentation of Our Lord 
The sermon for February 2, “Waiting for Consolation,” can be found at www.saidanotherway.org 

 
Questions for opening up 
What kinds of things do you do to pass the time when you are waiting for something to happen? 
  
If you had to repeat one day over and over again, which one would you choose and why? 
 
Read Psalm 84 
The psalmist talks longingly about the “courts of the Lord” and the presence of God in God’s dwelling on 
Mount Zion (Jerusalem). Which places make you feel you are in the courts of the Lord? What about 
those places contributes to that feeling? 
 
 
Verses 5-7 mention the pilgrimage which Jews in ancient Israel often made to Jerusalem. What value to 
religious pilgrimages have? In what ways can this psalm be read as a meditation on the pilgrimage of the 
life of faith? 
 
 
Read Luke 2:22-40 
The Holy Family visit the Jerusalem Temple to participate in two different rituals. Which specific rituals 
or worship services do you associate with Christian faith? That is, which ones, if omitted, would make it 
feel as if something important is missing from the practice of faith? 
 
What is Simeon predicting with his prophecy about the work of Jesus? In what ways do those prophecies 
come to pass? 
 
Peace, consolation, salvation, light, redemption—all these are mentioned in this scene in relationship to 
Jesus’ presence.  Which one speaks to you at this moment in your life? 
 
Putting things together 
What kinds of things—tangible and intangible—do people typically bring with them to worship each 
week? In what ways are these things presented to God? 
 
 
Pastor Phillip says, “[Both Simeon and Anna] reveal that the only true deliverance from a world that 
repeats its darkness and sorrow and injustice over and over again involves seeing the light of Jesus, of 
letting him love us and claiming that love.” Where have you seen the light of Jesus breaking through the 
darkness and releasing people from bondage?  
 
In what ways does our worship today proclaim God’s deliverance or redemption? In your estimation, do 
people come to worship expecting to find consolation and deliverance? How so? Or do they come to 
learn some special wisdom to help them live their lives? Or something else?  
 
Making it personal 
Which elders in your life have made an impact on your faith? 
 
In what ways has Jesus’ presence given you peace before you die? 

http://www.saidanotherway.org/


 
Psalm 84 
 1How dear to me is your dwelling, 
  O Lord of hosts! 
 2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young, 
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God. 
 4Happy are they who dwell in your house! 
  They will always be praising you.  
 5Happy are the people whose strength is in you, 
  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 
 6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, 
  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 7They will climb from height to height, 
  and the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
 8Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
  give ear, O God of Jacob.  
 9Behold our defender, O God; 
  and look upon the face of your anointed. 
 10For one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
  I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 
wicked. 
 11For the Lord God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory; 
  no good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk with integrity. 
 12O Lord of hosts, 
  happy are they who put their trust in you!  
 
 
Luke 2:22-40 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and 
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law 
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.” 
  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 



  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


