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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

October 2022 
Words from Our Pastor 
 
The arrival of this fall has brought the beginning of a new round of confirmation classes, and confirmation 
ministry is one of my favorite things. This year we have such a large class (26) that we will need to continue 
meeting in Price Hall, a space we started using during COVID so that we could space all the youth out appro-
priately. Thankfully the need for that (and facemasks) has subsided this year. Now we just need the big space 
because we have a big group!  
 

The second-year confirmands will be taking time this year to choose their confirmation Bible verse, which is a 
passage they will memorize and present before Council. I still remember my own confirmation Bible verse 
from 1989: “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This verse has always brought so much hope to me. It reminds me that 
the forgiveness of Jesus is always making me—and the whole world—new again. It doesn’t matter how much 
goes wrong or how many missteps I make; faith in Christ’s love and sacrifice on the cross gives me a blank 
slate, a fresh start.  

 

And, in a way, that is what this fall feels like. Programs, classes, and ministries are rebounding. Even though 
COVID will always linger in our midst to some degree, and even though many still feel safer by worshiping 
with our livestream, overall it is less of a threat now and we feel free to re-engage as a congregation in the 
ways God intends for us to. It is like we have a fresh start. 

 

And so we now have a wonderful opportunity to see our congregation through fresh eyes and with a new-ish 
perspective. As we re-engage, perhaps God can give us eyes to see things anew. It reminds me of a comment 
one person once made as we were beginning the Brighten Our Light process in 2017. This woman, who is a 
long-time member, was discussing the potential need for some expansions and renovations to our building, and 
she said, “We need to figure out how to see things from a new person’s perspective.” What does it feel like to 
step into a congregation for the first time? That becomes increasingly difficult as we get more familiar within a 
space and within a community. We develop blind spots we don’t even know we have. Is there a chance we 
might be a bit more aware of our blind spots now? How is God giving us a chance to be made new in some 
ways? 

 

For now, I am grateful for the presence 
of 26 young faces who challenge me in 
my faith and provide plenty of questions 
about God to chew on. I am grateful for 
adult volunteers who had no trouble step-
ping forward to serve as their mentors. I 
am thankful for the assistance of Laura 
Dietrick, who serves as confirmation 
class organizer and communications 
guru. Lord, give me the eyes to see how 
you are in our midst this year. Help me 
remember the former things are always 
passing away and giving ground to the 
new. 
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Phillip 
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Finance Ministry 

3rd Quarter Statements and 2023 Contributor Boxes 

3rd quarter statements will be available beginning Sunday, October 9. Statements can be found on the Blue 

Table in the Commons under the Announcement Display Monitor. Please pick yours up and let the office 

know if you find any errors so that finance can get it corrected. 

Finance has found that fewer members are using boxed envelopes for tithing. Many use Simply Giving, 

CheddarUp, mailing a check in or bank on-line contributing.  

With the 2023 year we will only have offering boxes from 1-250. If you have a box for contributing from 

number 251 and up and would like to have 

a box of envelopes, we will give you a new 

boxed number. If you have any questions, 

please call Hanne in the office, 804-282-

6066 or hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

 
YTD August, we had receipts of $538,467 which was 108% of our budgeted receipts of $498,333 and 18% 
higher than 2021.  Expenses were $498,226 and $26,413 favorable to plan primarily due to vacancies 
(Property Manager (filled in March), Visitation Pastor, and 3rd Called Pastor) and timing of expenditures. 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
 
• Worship is unfavorable YTD $2,000 due to fall music purchase planned for 3rd quarter and altar care 

supplies. 
• Admin Expense was favorable $3,956 due to timing of mileage reimbursement, Council expenditures and 

supply purchases. 
• Personnel Expense was favorable $23,971 due to vacancies.  
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Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
 

Children’s Corner 

The Singing Saints and Cherub Choir will meet on all four Wednesdays in 

October for rehearsal. Cherub Choir meets from 6:30 – 7:00 in room 104.  

Singing Saints meet in the Music Room from 6:30 – 7:00. Junior 

handbells and Steel Crossticks will meet all October 2, 9, 16, and 30 

(NOT October 23) from noon – 1:00 p.m. in the Sala Music Center and 

balcony.   

 

Singing Saints will participate in worship leadership at both services on October 9 – provided we learn the 

music in time (read, flexibility may be key), and the Cherub Choir will participate in both services on October 

16. 

 

Junior Handbells and Steel Crossticks won’t be participating in worship until November and December so that 

we have time to prepare our offerings! 

 

If you haven’t made a decision about participating in Singing Saints, please note that Singing Saints is open to 

all students in second – sixth grades. 

 

Epiphany Brass 

Members of our brass ensemble will be playing in worship on October 30 (both services).  If you are interested 

in playing and will be available for that day, please contact Kevin as soon as possible, if you have not already 

done so (kbarger@epiphanyelca.org).   

 

Limited Time? Join us for Reformation Sunday! 

We will have special chancel choir music at each service on Sunday, 

October 30.  If you can’t commit to rehearsals regularly, this might be a 

great opportunity for you to join the group for a limited trial run!  For the 

8:30 service, we will begin working this music on Sunday mornings starting 

October 9. For 11:00 service, we will rehearse the Reformation Sunday 

pieces at the beginning of Wednesday evening rehearsals (beginning 

October 5) at about 7:30.  If you just want to do these pieces, you will be 

free to go as soon as we finish those and move on to other pieces.  Please 

consider joining us for this festive service! 
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ALTAR CARE IN OCTOBER 
 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to do Altar Care in September! 
Poppy Ebbsen, Arden Ebbsen, Tammy Wood, The Girton Family & All those who stepped forward to lend a 
hand to help with the Altar Care! 
 

Altar care in October 
First Service – Diane Dillard, Teresa and Greg Rollins, Alvah and Bonita Wyatt 
Second Service – Margaret Risher and Jean Henry 
 

 DID YOU KNOW…  
The bread used in the communion service at Epiphany is a wheat pita bread.  A pita bread is a type of flat bread 
that originated in the Middle East. It is one of the oldest types of bread made by humans, it’s recorded use 
dating back at least 4000 thousand of years.  (Information from Wikipedia.org) 
 

Volunteer Opportunities Available!  
Would you like to join the Altar Care Team?  We would love to have you as part of the team! 
Please contact Bonita Wyatt if you are interested: 
Call or text:  804-347-5357 
Email: bwyatt@microtelsystems.com 

October Baptism Birthdays 

mailto:bwyatt@microtelsystems.com
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Faith Formation 

Middle School & High School Sunday School 
(6th-12th) 

Von Bora Room 
 

Join us for a TikTok-based Sunday School!  Each week, we’ll 
watch a TikTok video which will lead us into discussion about 

our faith and a story from the Bible.   
 

The class meets in the Von Bora room (upstairs of the Faith Formation wing). 

  Have you had a chance to connect with Sunday School yet 

this fall?  We’re having a BLAST!   

Sunday School begins with the Sunday School Opening at 

9:45 in Room 104 for Preschool and Elementary children and 

then followed by classes (listed below).  Hope to see you this October! 

  Elementary-Age Sunday School 
(Kindergarten through 5th Grade) 

Room 200 
 

In this art-based program, children are invited to become part of God’s 
story through theater, storytelling, drawing, visual art, and more! The 
whole group will tell God’s story together and then break into smaller 

age-based groups for discussion and activities.  

Preschool Sunday School  
(2 YO, 3 YO, 4 YO) 

Room 100 
 

Toddlers and preschoolers are invited to explore faith concepts the way 
they know best—through play! Through storytelling, prayers, music, ritual 

and play space, children will engage faith stories each week. 
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Faith Formation 

  Third Grade Bible Presentation 

Reformation Sunday: October 30 , 2022 

 

At a child’s baptism, parents make a promise “to place in their hands the Holy Scriptures.” On Sunday, 

October 30 parents are invited to present Bibles to their children as third graders to help fulfill this promise 

with the congregation as witness.  
 

Each third grader will be presented with a “used” Whirl Lectionary NRSV Bible. It 

is a “used” Bible because parents, god parents, friends and others will have marked 

favorite Bible passages in the Bible to share with their third grader. We hope this 

encourages our children to explore their Bible and leave their own marks upon its 

pages.  
 

In conjunction with the Bible Presentation, Bible 101: A Bible Exploration with 

Pastor Sarah meets on Sunday, October 16 and 23 in the Luther Room (details 

above). 
 

Parents, we’ll send home Bibles on October 16 for you to mark your favorite 

passages for your children. 

Bible 101 for 3rd and 4th Graders! 
Sundays, October 16 & 23 
9:45 AM, Luther Room 
 
Third graders and Fourth Graders (we missed this class last year!) will 

explore their new Bibles and learn how to use them. Crafts will happen, 

too!  Parents are invited to sit it on the class to hear and learn what’s 

shared in order to help their children at home.  The first session will cover the Old Testament and the second 

session the New Testament. 

 

Questions?  Reach out to Pastor Sarah at slang@epiphanyelca.org 

SAVE THE DATE! 
VBS 2023 

June 19-23 
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Faith Formation for Adults 

MOMS’ BIBLE STUDY  
Thursdays, 9:30-11 am in the Parlor 
 
Moms of any age, with kids of any age, are invited to join us for Moms’ Bible 

Study.  We will be meeting in the Parlor at church at 9:30am on Thursday mornings.  A 

nursery is staffed for those who have children.  

We’re continuing with Renita J. Weems’ book Showing Mary: How Women Can Share 

Prayers, Wisdom, and the Blessing of God.  Weems is an ordained minister, a Hebrew 

Bible scholar, and an author. In 1989 she received a Ph.D. in Old Testament/Hebrew 

Bible studies from Princeton Theological Seminary  making her the first African 

American woman to earn a Ph.D. in the field.  We are looking forward to great discussions and lively 

fellowship!  

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
10:30-Noon in the Parlor  
 
The group continues their study on the book of Revelation, one of the most 
misunderstood books of the Bible which is actually a book of hope for God’s people. The 
group will begin with a review of what they discussed last spring and dive back into the 
remaining chapters in the weeks to come.   

Join us! 
 

Mid-Week Opportunities 
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Faith Formation for Adults 

 Psalms: Prayers of the Heart 
Sundays, 9:45 AM, Conference Room 
Through October 16 
The Psalms are the ancient prayer book of the Hebrew people and are filled with praise 
and lament. The psalms are also the first 150 hymns in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
the red hymnal we use each week! This study explores how to relate to God as we pray 
our praise, lament, fears and anger.  
Led by Matt Greenshields—Matt is a long-time member of Epiphany who loves to delve 
deep into biblical study and help others discover God’s word as it speaks to them! 

The Problem of Pain 
Sundays, 9:45 AM, Price Hall 
Through October 30 
In The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis examines a question many of us wonder: “If God is good 
and all-powerful, why does he allow his creatures to suffer pain?” With his signature 
wealth of compassion and insight, C.S. Lewis offers answers to these crucial questions and 
shares his hope and wisdom to help heal a world hungering for a true understanding of 
human nature.  
 

Dive into this book and discussion on September 25! 
 

Led by Jim Huddle—Jim is a newer member of Epiphany, and we’re excited to welcome his gifts to the 
community! A retiree, he and his wife Jane, moved to the Richmond area from Charlotte, NC to be closer to 
children and grandchildren. 

Sunday Morning Opportunities 

Blessed and Stressed 
Sundays, 9:45 AM, Bonhoeffer Room 
 

Are you a parent who feels both blessed and stressed by the joys and challenges 
of parenting and adulting? Join with other parents to share life and conversation 
together!  This is an informal gathering and open to people with children and 

youth of any age!  Little ones are welcome to play while adults talk. Snacks and coffee are welcome! 
 
In October, we’ll be exploring the book Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home.  Join us! 

New(er) Member Classes 
Sundays Oct. 2, Oct. 9 
 9:50 AM, Star Lodge 
Are you interested in joining or learning more about Epiphany or have you recently 
become a new member?  If so, you’re invited to a three week class that serves as 
an introduction to the Epiphany community.  Join with Pastor Phillip and others as 
we get to know one another, our community, and learn about the mission we share 
to Walk the Journey, Worship the Christ, and Witness with Joy. 
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Faith Formation for Adults 

  
Sundays, 9:45 AM, Star Lodge 
October 30, November 6, November 13, November 20 
Star Lodge 
 
Join with Pastor Phillip for a viewing of the Emmy award winning 
documentary HEARD which tells the story of surviving and thriving in 
Richmond’s housing projects.  Each week, we’ll view a portion of the 
documentary and participate in discussion. 

Hallelujah: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah 
Sundays in Advent, 9:45 AM, Star Lodge 
November 27, December 4, 11, 18 
 
Explore the scriptural texts in Handel’s Messiah in Advent!  We’ll look at and 
listen to four selections from the Messiah: Comfort, Comfort My People; 
Who May Abide the Day of His Coming; For Unto Us a Child is Born; Glory to 
God in the Highest. 
 

As a BONUS, join with others from Epiphany and attend the Richmond Symphony Chorus’ 
and Richmond Symphony’s performance of the Messiah on Friday, December 2 at 7:30 pm 
at River Road Baptist Church.  We’ve ordered 10 group tickets, and we’ll have reserved 
seating. Sign-up here to receive one (price is $25 per ticket and scholarships are available). If 
the slots fill, reach out to Pastor Sarah at slang@epiphanyelca.org; we can add tickets to our 
reservation. 

Looking Ahead: Sunday Morning Opportunities 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-messiah
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Youth Ministry 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and with 7th through 12th grade students. Lil Youth is 

our ministry to and with 5th and 6th graders.  Parents are always invited to attend but are not 

required to stay. Our Timothy Ministers are trusted adults in the congregation who support youth 

ministry. 

Youth+News 

 

Epiphany Youth and Families ~  

 

In all we do our goal is to have FUN together, form friendships, and grow in trusting God’s love for us 

in Jesus Christ. You are always welcome and encouraged to bring friends to EYG with you. In addition 

to the activities on the following page I would like to spotlight a couple awesome opportunities that are 

coming up: 

 

SUMMER SERVICE TRIP TO SAVANNAH—REGISATRATION IS OPEN! Registration is open for our Summer 

Service Trip to Savannah, Georgia, which will be Sunday, July 23 – Saturday, July 29, 2023. All Epiphany 

Youth who will be in high school in the fall of 2023, as well as graduating seniors, are invited to be a 

part of the adventure. TO REGISTER SEND A CHECK FOR $100 to be made to Epiphany Lutheran 

Church and mailed to the church office or given to Pastor Joseph. The check should have “Savannah” 

and your name in the memo line.  Registration will close on October 23. 

 

LOST AND FOUND RETREAT—REGISTRATION IS OPEN! Our Virginia Synod Retreat just for 7-8th graders, 

called Lost and Found, which is Nov. 18-20, is now open for registration!  This awesome weekend 

retreat near Lynchburg is a TON of FUN! We meet with other Lutheran seventh and eighth graders from 

all over Virginia for songs, games, small group discussions on scripture, following Jesus, and life, a 

talent show (participation is voluntary), free time, and a chance to meet lots of new friends.  To register 

for Lost and Found follow this link: https://vasynod.org/event/lost-and-found/You should see two ways 

to register: The first is to register online and pay online (there are two separate links on this page to 

complete) or you can print a form and return it in the mail with a check. Either way, please only pay 

$80. Epiphany will pay the rest as well as take care of transportation (we will rent 12 passenger vans 

and travel together, leaving from Target in Short Pump on Friday, November 18 at 4pm and returning 

on Sunday November 20 at 3pm). Please speak with me if additional financial assistance is 

needed. Your friends are welcome. Early registration ends October 24th. 
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Youth Ministry 

CALLING ALL COLLEGE ADDRESSES!!! 

 

The church office needs updated mailing addresses for all of our 

college/university students. If you are at college/university or have a 

child at college/university this fall, please send updated mailing info 

to hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org or drop it by the church office when 

you come to worship on a Sunday. 

Thank you!! 

 

 

EPIPHANY YOUTH MINISTRY for FALL 2022 

  

OCTOBER 
Sunday, October 2 Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grades) meets in Star Lodge, 12-2pm 
Sunday, October 9  Lost and Found (7th and 8th Grade Retreat) registration due to church office 
Sunday, October 16 Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grades) meets in Star Lodge, 12-2pm 
Wednesday, October 26 7th and 8th Grade Game Night, 7-8:30PM, Star Lodge, 7-8:30pm 
Sunday, October 23 Lil Youths (5th—6th Grade), Star Lodge, noon—2pm                              
Sunday, October 30 Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grades) meets to host Trunk or Treat for YOUTH 
OF ALL AGES 12-2pm 
  
NOVEMBER 
Sunday, November 13  Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grades) meets in Star Lodge, 12-2pm (College 
Care Packages) 
Friday -Sunday, November 18-20 Lost and Found Retreat (7-8th grade) 
Sunday, November 20 Winter Celebration (9-12th Grade Retreat) registration due to church office 
Sunday, November 27 Epiphany Youth Group, 12-5pm, meet in Star Lodge  (Leaf Raking) 
Wednesday, November 30 7th and 8th Grade Game Night, Star Lodge, 7-8:30pm 
  
DECEMBER 
Sunday, December 4 Consecration Sunday, meet in Price Hall at noon for lunch 
Saturday, December 10 Epiphany Youth Group Christmas Party (7-12th grade) Caroling and tacky 
lights, 5pm 

High School Overnight Lock-in, 8pm until Sunday, Dec 11, worship together at 8:30am 

mailto:churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
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Crumbs from the Cutting Board 
Many thanks to Russ Johnson, Joe Barnes, Stephanie Hamlett, Stew Gloyer, Jim Huddle and 
Macon Sizemore for a fun and productive Fall cleanup party on Saturday, September 24.  

 
There’s always a project or two that could be your next 
opportunity to serve Epiphany! Call or text me whenever the 
Spirit moves you. Rob Hamlin 804-920-3155. 
 
• Steve Collins, Bill Crouch, and Joe Barnes were instrumental 
in helping spread 8 pallets of new rubber much for our front playground. 
 

• We’ve cleaned up the front storm 
drain basin - thank you Russ Johnson! 
 

• We may have solved the problem 
of rainwater coming into classrooms 
200 and 201. 
 

• Our youth group now has a 4 
square court in addition to the 
basketball hoop! 
 

 
 
•      We are looking for a donation of 2 - 10' sections of gutter for our 

garden rain barrel. 

•  December 7 is the tentative date of having our 20 most mature 

trees trimmed of dead and overgrown branches. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As this goes to press, we still have a piano in need of a good home. Please let 
me or Hanne Hamlin in the office 804-282-6066 know if you know of a 
family, church or organization that could benefit from this fine instrument. 
 
Finally, I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to all of you in the 
congregation who have been so supportive of me as I have tried to get my 
arms around this Property/Facility management opportunity. 
 
Have a great month, and Happy Halloween! 
Rob Hamlin 
rhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

Property Team News 
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Women’s Ministry 

The Clara Sullivan Circle met on September 14, in the Rob Burger Commons.  
The devotion, Meditation on Hands from Surprised by the Spirit by Father Edward Farrell, was read by Eileen. 
It was shared with us by Sophie Wilson (who was not able to attend our meeting). Thank you, Sophie. We 
hope to see you back soon!  
Updates were given about our several ongoing service projects. New opportunities for service & fellowship 
were also discussed. We shared joys and concerns with each other & updated our prayer list. 
Our next regular meeting will be October 12, 10:00 am, in the Bonhoeffer Room. Peggy Roberts will give 
the devotions. Amanda Mertz will present the program Stampin’ Up! 
Please call Eileen or Bonita if you are interested in more information about the Clara Sullivan Circle. We will 
be glad to talk with you and include you in the email chain. Everyone is welcome! 
Call, text, or email: 
Eileen Johnson: 804-513-3005.  jay3boating@gmail.com 
Bonita Wyatt: 804-347-5357. bwyatt@microtelsystems.com  
 

Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday evening, October 13 at 6:00 pm, place TBD. If you 
have any question about the Circle, contact Tatter Hartmann at 804 338 3578 (phone or text) or 
at tatterh@hotmail.com  
 
The Margaret Miller Circle will meet in the Burger Commons Tuesday, October 11, at 10:00 
am. If you would like any information about what a Circle is all about, please feel free to call 
Donna Josephson at (804) 883-5955. All are welcome! 

Guys’ Night Out 
 
Please join us on Thursday, October 20th for a night of fellowship. We will 
gather at Strangeways Brewing, 3110 West Leigh Street, 23230 at 7:00 pm. 
 
All Men are Welcome! 
Contact Joe Barnes at 804-836-5394 or joebarnes53@gmail.com for more 
information. 

October’s Wednesday Evening Meal 

Join us in Price Hall for dinner on Wednesday, October 5; 5:45pm 

Sign-up sheet is in the Commons on the Blue Table under the balcony 
stairs or you may use the SignUpGenius link below. 
 

Wednesday, October 5 Tortellini Soup  

RSVP by October 2 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-

wednesday5 
 

- Email Beth at bbarger@epiphanyelca.org if you’d like to coordinate a meal this fall. 

- Menus and sign up links are also in the Weekly Announcements from Epiphany email. 
 

Didn't get your RSVP in? There's always room at the table, so bring your own meal and join us!!   

Fellowship 

mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
mailto:joebarnes53@gmail.com
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From the Front Desk 

Our Community Service Ministries 

We are blessed with a congregation who has members and guests who 

have selflessly given their time, support and love to our neighbors in our 

immediate community, our country and around the world! 

Here is a list of ways we help our neighbors: 

ACTS (Congregations Together in Service) - Closing the door on 

homelessness 

Adult Mission Trip - Watch for announcements in 2023 

CARITAS - Transforming Lives. Restoring Dignity. 

Easter Baskets - For local children 

enCircle (formerly Lutheran Family Services) - Foster Children Assistance 

Community Garden - Located behind the garage 

“God’s work. Our hands.” - Yearly event established by the ELCA 

Habitat for Humanity - Building homes 

LAMB’s Basket and Welborne UMC - Two local food pantries 

Liberation Veteran Services - Providing dinners on the 

fifth Tuesday of the month. 

McShin Foundation - Virginia's leading non-profit 

Recovery Community Organization  

MICAH - Supporting Southampton Elementary, a local 

Richmond School 

Moments of Hope (MoHope)  - Giving Hope to 

neighbors experiencing homelessness and those living in 

poverty in the Richmond area  

Prayer Shawl Ministry - to provide comfort for those in 

need of God’s embrace. 

Sew Blessed Quilting - Making quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief efforts 

Thanksgiving Baskets - For local neighbors 

 

Watch for announcements in the bulletin, monthly 

Newsletter, and on our weekly Constant Contact 

announcement how you can help support the work of our 

Community Service Team! You can also email or phone 

Beth Barger, our Staff Liaison, for the Ministry at 

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org, 804-282-6066. 
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Community Service Ministry 

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve Our Neighbors 

October 2 ~ LAMB’s Basket Food Drive  

October 20 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

October 23 ~ Blood Drive 

October 23 ~ Thanksgiving Baskets  (Due November 13) 

November 17 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

November 20 ~ Giving Tree  (Due December 4) 

November 29 ~ Liberation Veteran Services Meal 

December 22 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Continuing in Epiphany’s tradition of providing a Thanksgiving meal for our neighbors in need, we will be 
collecting non-perishable food items again this year.  
 
Starting on Sunday, October 23rd grocery bags will be available for pick up on the Blue Table under the 
balcony stairs in the Commons. These bags will have an attached list of the items needed to provide a family 
of six a Thanksgiving meal. Please consider purchasing all items on the list or as many as you are able. In 
addition to in-person donations, items can be 
ordered online and delivered to the church, 
please mark to Beth Barger’s attention.  
 
The church address can be found on the last 
page of the newsletter. Monetary donations 
can also be made. Please make checks payable 
to Epiphany Lutheran Church, with 
“Thanksgiving” on the memo line. Checks can 
be placed in the Church Office Dropbox 
outside the office. Monetary donations can 
also be made online at https://
epiphanylutheranchurchmycheddarup.com.  
Monetary donations will be used to buy items 
not collected and to purchase gift cards for families to buy a turkey. Thanksgiving meals will be distributed 
through HEARTH (Henrico Emergency Assistance to Reduce the Risk of Homelessness) and enCircle 
(formerly known as Lutheran Family Services) foster families. We hope you will consider taking a bag or 
making a donation.  
 
Please have your donations at church no later than November13th. 
Brenda Barnes can be contacted at brendabarnes101@gmail.com for more information.  

 

https://epiphanylutheranchurchmycheddarup.com
https://epiphanylutheranchurchmycheddarup.com
mailto:brendabarnes101@gmail.com
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Blood Drive  

Epiphany's final blood drive of 2022 will be held Sunday, October 23 in Price Hall from 8-12n.  Our last drive 
was an outstanding success.  We collected 34 units, potentially saving 102 lives.  Many thanks to all who 
donated 

We are always striving to increase Epiphany's participation in this life-saving ministry and hope you will 
consider donating on October 23. 

Online sign up:   https://
www.redcrossblood.org/  enter epiphanyrva in "Find a Drive". 

Any questions, contact Carl Erickson 804-873-5163 or 
cferickson@gmail.com. 

 

 

MICAH 
Community-in-Schools 

 
In September’s The Examiner, it was stated that a goal of our Epiphany Micah group for the 2022-23 school 
year was to focus on promoting literacy with the students at Southampton.  In late September, some of us 
attended an Orientation conducted by the Richmond Public Schools association with Communities-In-
Schools at their downtown office.  Their overall purpose is to realize that “inside every student is a graduate,” 
and their goal is to “keep students in school and on track for graduation.” 
 

How to accomplish this goal? 
 
• On their website is a set of 5 Basic Essentials necessary to result in healthy development: 
• One-on-one relationship with a caring adult. 
• Safe place to learn and grow. 
• Healthy start and a healthy future. 
• Marketable skill to use upon graduation. 
• Chance to give back to peers and community. 

 
 
 
During the pandemic, many students regressed in their reading.  Less than 50% of 
students are reading on track with their grade level.  One-on-one working with 
students was emphasized as being very effective.  Those of us attending the 
orientation were energized to begin after the long drought. 
 

 
Please consider how you can help to make a difference. 

 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.redcrossblood.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=fgYzf5Lk6s4R-L1rJeyK-b3BMTP6gxtO7bS8L2hikOc&m=xGo7U0PTeyHqBGwNeGz7hkmvLJbwE91SuVjf4mYvQ1M&s=5hZwMuKrZSC0MNcdYf0A529fczzun1S80L
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.redcrossblood.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=fgYzf5Lk6s4R-L1rJeyK-b3BMTP6gxtO7bS8L2hikOc&m=xGo7U0PTeyHqBGwNeGz7hkmvLJbwE91SuVjf4mYvQ1M&s=5hZwMuKrZSC0MNcdYf0A529fczzun1S80L
mailto:cferickson@gmail.com
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LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule 
and is not currently open on Wednesdays and 
Fridays which were Epiphany’s regular volunteer 
days at the Community Food Pantry.  
We have now been asked to help one Thursday 
each month.  

For additional information, call the pantry at 804-
565-8007. Inclement weather? Check channel 8 
for closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Epiphany’s upcoming volunteer dates for LAMB’s 
Basket are on Thursdays; 10 am to Noon. 

 

October 20  November 17  
 

Sign up in the Commons to volunteer. 
 
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Ongoing needs: pasta sauce, spaghetti, Mac and Cheese, canned fruit and canned chicken 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those in need of 
God’s embrace. 

  

This month our group will meet in the Commons on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the Commons at 
11:00 am, October 25th..  There is always room for at least 1 or 2 more so please don't hesitate to attend. 
Lessons will also be offered.  We would love to teach the youth of our church to knit or crochet.  If you would 
like to learn this art, please either call me or attend our meeting.  If you would like to work from home and 
not attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one of our members also. 
 

We are interested in sharing our shawls with the Epiphany homebound. Let us 
know if you know of someone that would benefit from our shawls. We are 
blessed to have such workmanship. 
 
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care 
about:  those with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; those who 
travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; graduate; 
newlyweds; to name a few. 
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I DON’T WANT TO ASK ANYONE TO HELP ME 

Every once in a while an individual may need a person to help him or her.  
The help may be requested for a project of some kind, for moving to a 
new home, for a car ride, for completing an assignment, or for babysitting 
the kids. Family members, friends, and neighbors are generous people, 
and helping others is what we do well.  Thank you! 
 
Suppose your need for help is something different, something more personal that you are hesitant to share 
with others. Your problem may be viewed as a sign of weakness in you, a vulnerability that you don’t want to 
talk about. So talking with someone, anyone, about it is the last thing on your mind. Right? 
A family illness, job issues, anxiety, divorce, grief from a lost loved one, loneliness, and more are some of 
the problems that confront us in our daily lives. You need to talk to someone to let your feelings out—and 
allow God to come in. More importantly, you need someone to LISTEN to you without judgment and in total 
confidence. 
 
A Stephen Minister is here for you. 
 
Epiphany’s Stephen Ministers are trained and commissioned to provide comfort to a person who is hurting 
and in need. Only you and your Stephen Minister will get together once a week, in private, to talk about your 
situation.  The Stephen Minister will show up, but the one who will be helping you is God through the Holy 
Spirit (Peter 5:7—Cast all your anxiety on God because He cares for you.). 
 
If you are interested in having a Stephen Minister visit with you or want to know more about the program, 
please contact Pastor Phillip, Ben Droste, or any of our Stephen Ministers (Carol Mawyer, Jeanette Linka, 
Diane Dillard, Martine Harris, Ruth Hobson, Joan Bark, Corky McCullough, Wayne Shimko, Lyle Gleason, 
Dave Schiller, and Kenny Martin). 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Day of Service 

Thanks to everyone who helped assemble 700 toiletry kits for Moments of Hope guests on September 18. 

Giving back to the community was a great way to commemorate Epiphany’s 70 years of ministry. 
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Nursery School News 

We are so excited to welcome nearly seventy students to ELNS this fall for our 50th school 
year!  Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School has been providing quality early childhood 
education in the education wing of Epiphany Lutheran Church since 1972. Thousands of 
area children have come through our doors over the years and been nurtured by amazing 
staff members to help them develop a love of learning. We hope to find many opportunities 
to celebrate this milestone year with our ELNS and Epiphany Lutheran Church community 
throughout this school year.   

 
As we start the school year, we have several new staff members and lots of new 
students and we are all enjoying getting to know one another. After a few days of staff 
training and preparation, in late August and early September we held orientation 
programs to let our students and families get to know the teachers as well as the 
classroom spaces. As September marched on, we started our regular school days by 
learning new routines and meeting new friends. Then we jumped right into after school 
activities like Wiggle Wednesdays and Foody Fridays and then enrichment programs 
like soccer, yoga, and dance. Now that everyone is settled in, we are looking forward 
to a fun-filled year of activities.   
 

October will bring lots of fall themes and of course, Halloween! Our theme for 
the month is pumpkins. Each of our classes will learn about pumpkins in age 
appropriate ways. We will explore pumpkins using our senses; what colors do we 
see, what do pumpkins feel like, how do they smell inside, etc. Some classes will 
count the seeds inside to practice number skills or plant the seeds to see what 
happens. Some of our classes will talk about the size and shapes of pumpkins. All 
of our classes will do pumpkin art projects!  As we make our way through 
October, our excitement will grow for our annual Halloween Parade!  We will 
wear our costumes to school, participate in special activities, and then end the day with a picnic on the 
playground with all of our ELNS friends and their families.   
 

We wish a happy fall and a Happy Halloween to all Epiphany families! 
 
Sincerely,  
Melinda Martin 
Program Director 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  
jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 

Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Office Administrator - Hanne Hamlin,  
hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  
bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Faith Formation Ministries - 
Pastor Sarah Lang,  

slang@epiphanyelca.org 
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  

dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 
Facilities Manager - Rob Hamlin 

rhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
 Technology and Media Support - Turner Barger 

tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Members in Our Prayers 

We will be in the office during these listed times. 

9 am - 3 pm Monday through Thursday 

9 am - Noon on Friday (Pastors and Beth Barger are 

off on Fridays) 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

 

 

 

In-Person Worship Times  
 

September 11 - May 21 

8:30 am and 11:00 am 
 
 

Online Worship Times on YouTube  
 

September 11 - May 21 
11:00 am.  

 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

