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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy 

November 2017 

Words from our Pastor 
One member of our congregation tells the story of what drew him and his 
wife to Epiphany. They walked into our front door and the first thing they 
spotted was the white dry-erase board in the corner marked up with all the 
weekly activities. Having recently moved to Richmond and on the search 
for a new congregation, this church-savvy couple believed this board 
demonstrated an energetic congregation that was busy serving its 
neighbors and offering opportunities for fellowship. Eventually he and his 
wife joined Epiphany and the two became very involved. He even went on 
to serve a term as Council president. 
 

I love that story because it reminds me of the importance of first 
impressions and how critical they are in creating an atmosphere of 
welcome and hospitality, and how you never know exactly how people will make their judgments about a congregation or 
how they may (or may not) go from being just a guest to being integrated into the community. That story contrasts with 
my own family’s first impressions of Epiphany nine years ago. We missed the dry-erase board entirely because we were 
trying to shepherd two small children through a very intimating Commons area crowded with clumps of people engaged 
in conversations. What was your first impression of Epiphany? Did a friendly person welcome you? Were you able to 
find the sanctuary easily? What about the bathrooms? What did it feel like walking to Sunday School? Do you feel a part 
of Epiphany now as you read this? 
 

We are living in a time where congregational hospitality and welcome are more critical than ever. The number of people 
who claim “no affiliation” with a religious group is increasing rapidly, which means that more people who wander into 
churches in the years to come are going to be unfamiliar with church space. Visitors are not necessarily going to come 
with a list of things to look for or where to search to find them. My guess is that they will be wondering instead about 
how warm the area feels, how bright the atmosphere looks, and how accessible the community is. They will be drawn in 
by clearly-marked areas for finding information and faith formation and service opportunities.  
 

My family is excited to express generosity towards the Brighten Our Light Campaign because we believe it will help 
people see even better the light of Christ that we know shines here. The goals of this campaign are ambitious and diverse, 
but we see they all have common purpose: to invite more people to walk the journey of faith and to empower our 
congregation to witness with even greater joy. The last time we added gathering area or office space was 1992. Our 
average weekly worship attendance has increased by more than 100 since then. Our staff has increased by three positions. 
This campaign responds to our current realities and opens us up to exciting future possibilities.  
 
We believe strongly that no part of Brighten Our Light is an inward-focused campaign. Yes, improving and updating our 
interior gathering spaces, office areas, music facilities, bathrooms, and classrooms will benefit current relationships 
among our congregation. But all of this will also naturally influence how we serve our neighbors. It will help position us 
for even more outreach. It will help us cast a wider net into the world. 
 

Just think: one of our most impactful ministries in our immediate community—HHOPE pantry—is currently housed 
underneath the stairwell to the balcony, an addition that came about as a result of an earlier capital campaign, an appeal 
that focused largely on worship space improvements! To my knowledge, that staircase was not designed with the idea it 
would one day hold food for the hungry. Yet that is the nature of this congregation—always reaching out, always trying 
to introduce others to a life-giving God, always leaning into the future as children of the light.  
 

I hope that you will join my family in committing something extra to the Brighten Our Light appeal. This is an exciting 
time for Epiphany Lutheran Church. It will be fun to dream of new ways to use our location and facility to spread the 
gospel, whether we continue to use the same trusty dry-erase board or not! It is an inspiring time to Walk, Worship, and 
Witness with you…and the people who are yet to come. 
 
Pastor Phillip Martin 
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Finance Ministry 

 

As of September 30, year to date, our receipts of $531,795 are behind budget by ($2,402) and expenses of 
$484,524 are $12,001 less than budget. We have a favorable surplus of $47,270 which is ahead of our 
budgeted surplus of $37,672 by $9,599. 
 
Regular member giving is $515,845 which is ahead of budget by $896 for the year and up 1% vs. 2016 after 
adjusting for 1 less week YTD in 2017. Total income is unfavorable ($2,402) vs. budget. 
 
Total expenses year to date are $484,524 which is $12,001 below our budget due to favorability in Property 
expenses in Building Maintenance (less snow and pending tree pruning); funding Third Sunday Service out of 
dedicated account vs budget and timing of expenditures in Administration and Service. 
 
Compared to prior year, total expenses are favorable by $32,144 due to staffing changes and timing of 
insurance payments (2 payments in 2016 vs 1 payment in 2017). 

Daylight Saving Time Begins! 

 

On November 5, 2:00 am, we will “Fall Back” by turning our 

clocks back one hour!  Mark your calendars on Saturday, 

November 4 to turn the clocks back one hour before bedtime. 

Good time to change the batteries in your smoke/radon 

detectors too! 

                       2018 Offering Envelopes 

The 2018 offering envelopes will be available for pick-up in the Commons starting on 

December 3, 2017. You are encouraged to pick the envelopes up as soon as possible. We 

will not be able to mail envelopes to you. If you do not use your envelopes, please let the 

office know, so that we may be good stewards of our resources. 
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Building Team Update 

 
After the congregational vote to move forward with the 2020 Vision 
Plan, legal counsel will be working to approve a contract with the 
architect. After the contract is signed by all parties the architect will 
work on a survey form to be filled out prior to meeting with various 
mission teams, such as Staff, Music and Worship, Property, 
Education, HHOPE, Archives, Nursery School, etc. and individuals 
from the congregation in order to develop a plan to meet our ongoing 
ministry needs to formulate the schematic drawings for a final 
review by the congregation. 
 
The Building Team received ideas from the WELCA ladies 
regarding the future site for their Memorial Garden. This will be 
worked into the final landscaping plan in front of the chapel with 
final approval of the WELCA ladies. They will also be one of the 
mission groups meeting with the architect. 
 
After investigative work performed by Ray Spletzer and Russ Johnson, the building team has decided at this 
time to add into the overall design plan to widening the Horsepen entrance from 23 feet wide to 30 feet wide 
instead of an exit at the Grace Street House. 
 
The Building Team is preparing a “road map” that will reflect the various project milestones to put in the 
Commons to keep the congregation informed of what is happening next. 
 
Your Building Team looks forward to continuing the process of updating and expanding our current facilities 
to meet our ongoing ministry needs and to prepare us for future ministry. Team members are Pastor Martin, 
team leader, Steve Collins, Karen Myers, Carole, Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill Hockman, Russ Johnson,          
Joel McKean, Bryan Ozlin, Kristine Quann, Paul Sweet and Ray Spletzer 

OFFICIAL NOTICE: The Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

is set for Sunday, November 19, 2017 

The meeting will be preceded by a congregational luncheon immediately following the 11:00 am worship 

service. Please make your reservations at the Welcome Desk table by November 13. 

At the Annual Meeting the congregation will elect three new Council members (see bios on page 5) and vote 

on the budget for 2018.  

The Finance Team will hold forums during Sunday School in Room 201, November 5, regarding the 

proposed 2018 budget for those who have questions.     

2018 Proposed Epiphany Budget - Questions and Answers 
 

It is that time of year when we start thinking about Christmas and our loved ones. One of the things that we 
need to also think about is stewardship and the church budget. 

Fortunately for 2018, the budget is up less than 1%. There are a number of reasons for such a small increase 
and there will be further communications as well as copies of a detailed budget available in the Commons 
beginning on October 29. In addition, there will be a question and answer session in Room 201 on November 
5, 9:45 am. Please feel free to bring your coffee and questions. 

The Finance Team 
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Council Nominees for 3 year term beginning 2018 

GREG PARKER 
 

Greg has been a member of Epiphany since 2010 when he joined by adult baptism. 
Since then, Greg has served regularly as lay reader, as communion assistant, and has 
filled in a number of times as lay minister assistant when pastors are absent/away. 
Greg also served on the Mutual Ministry Team for our previous Diaconal Minister 
Christy Huffman from 2011-2016. Greg and his family attend the second Sunday 
service. They often look for ways to serve Epiphany ministries together, finding ways 
to jointly serve CARITAS and HHOPE. 
During the work week, Greg is employed by DuPont and manages specialty material 

markets for Kevlar(r) and Nomex(r). He is originally from Brunswick, GA but has called Richmond home 
since 2001.  
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in 
its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 
 
LINDA RECKENBEIL 
 

My husband, Ken, and I have attended Epiphany Lutheran since 1983 (almost lifelong!). 
We have 2 adult children, Johanna (Behrens) and Adam, who were both Baptized and 
Confirmed at Epiphany. I currently participate in the Chancel Choir, serve as Lay Assistant 
and Confirmation Mentor, and am on the Altar Care team. I volunteer at LAMB’s Basket 
and the CARITAS Ministry. Past activities include teaching Sunday School and 
coordinating Vacation Bible School. I look forward to the opportunity of serving on 
Church Council. 
 
 
 

JENNIFER BAKER 
 

Jennifer Baker joined Epiphany in 1998, after moving from Mt. Pleasant, SC.  
A lifelong Lutheran, Jennifer has served over the years as a Sunday School teacher, VBS 
teacher and co-director, confirmation mentor, Evangelism Team member, lay assistant 
and reader, and most recently as a member of the communications Team for the Brighten 
Our Light campaign.  
Her professional background includes: writing and editing, public relations and 
marketing, and early childhood education. Jennifer resides with her husband Jeff and son 
Joshua, age 10, in Glen Allen.  
 

 
CAROL MAWYER 
 

A lifelong Lutheran, I was baptized 56 years ago in Calvary Lutheran (Concord, North Carolina), the church 
where my parents were married. I grew up in Emmanuel Lutheran (Virginia Beach) where I was confirmed in 
1976. As a youth I sang in the children's and youth choirs, served as a lay assistant and rarely missed a youth 
event, including Winter Celebration—the early days. My husband Bobby and I met while we were students at 
Virginia Tech, married in 1985 and have lived in Sandston since 1987 where we raised our three children. As 
a family we worshipped at several Lutheran churches in the RVA area including St. Matthew, Messiah (NYG 
chaperone for Atlanta and San Antonio) and Christ (handbells, altar guild, council president). As empty 
nesters we transferred to Epiphany several years go and are happy to be members here now. I serve as a lay 
assistant, a Stephen Minister and a confirmation mentor. I worship at the late service and usually sit on the 
right hand side of the church about a third of the way back. If it is God’s will that I serve as a representative 
on Epiphany’s Council, I will do so joyfully. 
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Worship and Music Ministry 

Children’s Corner 
 

Due to the Common Prayer service on November 1, we will not be 
having any children’s choir rehearsals that evening. Please make note of 
this! 
 

The Singing Saints, Cherub Choir and Junior Handbells will meet on 
November 8 and 15 for regular rehearsal. Cherub Choir meets from  
6:30 –7:00 in room 104. Singing Saints meet in the Music Room from 
6:30 –7:10. Junior Handbells meet from 7:00 – 7:30 in the balcony. On 
November 22, there is no rehearsal.   
 

November 29 is a bit different – Junior Handbells do not meet.  
Cherub Choir meets from 6:30 – 7:00 as with other Wednesdays.  
Singing Saints meet from 6:00 – 7:00 on the 29th as we move to the Christmas Musical. 
 

Please note that the Singing Saints have a special rehearsal on SATURDAY, November 18 from 1:00 – 4:00 
pm. This will be an important rehearsal as we are preparing for the Christmas Musical. If you have a 2nd-6th 
grader who is interested in being a part of the Christmas Musical, please have them attend – even if they do 
not regularly attend Singing Saints – we would love to have them join us! 
 

The Singing Saints have a busy month and will be part of worship leadership on November 12. The Cherub 
Choir will be a part of worship leadership on November 19. 
 

The King and Me 
We are excited to announce that this year’s Christmas Musical will be “The King and 
Me” and will be offered on Sunday, December 10 at 4:00 pm. It takes many people to 
be able to make this production happen each year. If you have any interest in being a 
part of the excitement, from acting to sets, to baking, to who knows what else, please 
contact Kevin at kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org to indicate your interest. Please don’t 
assume “there is nothing for you to do.” There’s something for everyone! 
This includes older youth members who have “aged out” of Singing Saints – if you 
don’t want to sing, we have acting roles available for you too! The more the merrier! 
Let Kevin know if you are willing to participate! 
 
 
 
 
 

Epiphany Brass 
We are now putting together those that will play for Christmas Eve. If you are interested and available to help 
out, please contact Kevin at kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org. 
 
 

Thank you! 
Many thanks to everyone who assisted in making the visit from the Roanoke College Choir a great success!  
There are many to thank: those who opened their homes to welcome the students, those who prepared dinner, 
those who cleaned, and those who attended the concert.  Thank you all for any part you played! 
 
 
continued on the next page... 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Barger, Director of Music Ministry. 

Playing during Sunday Worship 

mailto:kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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November 1, All Saints Sunday -  Those We Remember    
 

 Eleanor Gibbs   Dana Froom   
 Jean Bracken   Grant “Bud” Spangler 

 Hoyle “Chick” Walters Fran Smith 

 Carolyn Huntley   Lewis Minter 

 Al Ott    Ed Frese 

 Peggy Bremer   Don Osmun 

 Katie Price 

Why do we have a choir? 
Music plays an integral part in our worship service. Can you imagine a Sunday morning worship service at 
Epiphany without any music at all? It would definitely be a different experience! To help with the musical 
parts of our worship, we are fortunate to have two chancel choirs (one for each service) to lead and guide us.  
Besides adding beauty to the service, they help to proclaim the Word. They help us to retell the Gospel story. 
 

Our choirs assist in proclaiming the gospel in worship :   

• The choirs supply rehearsed voices to help worshipers sing new or perhaps more difficult hymns. 

• The choir adds to the joy of hymn singing by offering special settings either of particular stanzas or as part 
of anthem offerings. 

• The choir assists the pastors, too. It shares our Scripture readings, often with a different take than we might 
hear from words alone. 
 

Choirs anthems are carefully chosen to reflect the theme of the day. In these anthems, the good news is again 
proclaimed in a different fashion than we might hear from the pulpit. 
 

Have YOU considered being a part of this important ministry? We are always looking for additional voices to 
join us.  All are welcome – with all levels of musical experience. Come join us Sunday mornings at 8 or 
Wednesday evenings at 7:15 – it is rewarding work! 

Worship and Music Ministry cont’d 
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Nov. 23, Thanksgiving Day—Worship Service 

 

 

 

Join us on Thursday, November 23, at 10 am, in the Sanctuary for a Service of Thanksgiving  

with Holy Communion, as we give thanks for the many blessings in our lives.  

Devotions for Thanksgiving will be available in the Commons  

the middle of  November for use in your homes as we give thanks to God.  

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 

Wednesday, November 1 - Together In Hope Service, 7:00 pm, Sanctuary 

Wednesday, November 8 - Brighten Our Light Dinner, 5:30 pm, Price Hall 

Thursday, November 9 - Brighten Our Light Lunch, 12:00 pm, Price Hall 

Sunday, November 12 - Brighten Our Light Lunch, 12:00 pm, Price Hall 

Sunday, November 19 - The annual meeting of the congregation after the late  

service. Lunch will be served. 

November 23 - 10:00 am Thanksgiving Service in the Sanctuary. 

December 3 - 1st Sunday of Advent! 

December 6 - Grand Illumination of our Star and Nativity! 5:50 pm. 

December 10 - Christmas Musical, “The King and I” 

2018 ALTAR CARE 
 

Please contact Peggy Roberts at 804-248-8291, if you would like to serve on the Altar Care Ministry, and 

Peggy will orient you to the process. We always are looking for new volunteers and you can decide when you 

want to do a particular Sunday. 

Many thanks to those who served this year.  

 

Watch for the Poinsettia chart in the Commons to sign up for plants for Christmas 

Eve.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKnU_eef1MgCFYF4Pgod09YCBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lowes.com%2Fpd_93440-67805-NURSERY_0__%3FproductId%3D3556338&psig=AFQjCNFcq0DF1fkc0Z6BEKcSGjp0i_xdmw&ust=1445
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Faith Formation 

New Members Course for New, Newer and Longstanding Members with Pastors 

Phillip Martin meets through Sunday, November 5 in Sala Chapel at 9:45am.  

Gather in Grace: Coffee & Conversation will meet Sunday, November 12 at 10:00 am.  

 

Bible 101: Intro to Your Bible will continue on Sunday, November 5. Third Graders 

and their parents or loving adult will learn how we use the Bible to nurture Christian life 

and faith.  

 

Reformation Book Fair 
Continues in the Commons through Sunday, November 12! 

 

Check out the great selection of books and videos for the Reformation as well as 

awesome books and gifts for children! This is a great time to purchase faith based 

gifts for Christmas. Sample books and order forms are located on the table in 

front of the Faith Formation Board. All orders are due Sunday, November 12.  

Thanksgiving Devotions 
Available in the Commons starting November 5 

 

Everyone is invited to pick up a devotion book or a bookmark with words for 

Thanksgiving as we prepare for this holiday when we remember to give thanks 

and praise to God for all the wonders of the year and celebrate our many 

blessings!  
 

“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.”  

     1 Chronicles 16:8 

Advent Calendar Gift Baskets 
Sunday, November 26, 2017 

9:45am, Price Hall 
 

All are invited to join us the Sunday after Thanksgiving as we prepare 

for Advent by creating “Advent Calendar Gift Baskets” for our 

homebound members. There will be goodies and plenty to do for 

children and adults of all ages as we prepare these gifts to share the 

Advent season with our members who cannot always join us on 

Sundays! If you can’t join us as we prepare and wrap on this Sunday, 

please consider planning one of our gift days ahead of time.  Email 

Cheryl for information or go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094bafaa2fa0fa7-advent to sign up!  

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094bafaa2fa0fa7-advent
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Adult Faith Formation—Sunday School 
Classes Continuing in November…. 

New Members Course for New, Newer and Longstanding Members with Pastors 

Phillip Martin meets through Sunday, November 5 in Sala Chapel at 9:45am.  

Gather in Grace: Coffee & Conversation will meet Sunday, November 12 at 10:00 

am.  

Exploring Dementia:  A Christian Response with the Stephen Ministers meets 
through Sunday, November 12 in Price Hall. This DVD study of When Words Fail: 
Practical Ministry to People with Dementia and Their Caregivers by Kathy Fogg 
Berry, helps us learn how to better minister to those experiencing dementia as well as 
the needs of their caregivers.  

New Class Beginning Sunday, November 19!  

9:45 am in Price Hall 

 
The Redemption of Scrooge by Matt Rawle is based on Charles Dickens’s A 
Christmas Carol. In this study, we will explore the world of Ebenezer Scrooge, 
Tiny Tim, and the Cratchits, with an eye to our Christian Faith. Join us to meet 
the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to Come and learn about living 
with and for others in a world blessed by Jesus. 
 
If this topic is particularly interesting to you and you would like to help lead 
the class we are still looking for additional facilitators! Please contact Cheryl 
by email, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org, or call the church office.  

Facilitators for our Adult Sunday School Classes 

Availability on Sundays, 9:45 am 

 

Maybe you have never thought about leading one of our Adult Sunday 
School classes, but maybe you should…There are so many different 
studies and opportunities to learn about Jesus in different and exciting 
ways, it would almost be impossible to not find something you would be 
excited to share with your church family here at Epiphany!  
 
Facilitating a Sunday School class as part of a teaching team, whether for 
adults or children, will provide you with the opportunity to deepen and grow your own faith in so many ways. 
And our Adult Sunday School Offerings offer a shorter term commitment level—you can choose to facilitate a 
lesson or study that is as short as 4 weeks in many cases. Interested in learning more? Please contact Cheryl by 
email, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org, or call the church office, to have your questions about serving our 
church community through facilitating one of our Sunday Morning Adult Classes answered!  
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Adult Faith Formation—Bible Studies 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Sala Chapel, 10:30 am 

This month we will begin by finishing the LWR Project Bridge Study, 

then we will take a break for Thanksgiving before beginning The Lord is 

Our Light, Advent 2017 Bible Study based on the Revised Common 

Lectionary.  Here’s the Schedule:  

Tuesday, November 7: Project Bridge, Module 5 

Tuesday, November 14: Project Bridge, Module 6 

Tuesday, November 21: No Meeting—Happy Thanksgiving!  

Tuesday, November 28: The Lord is Our Light, Mindful Waiting 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
Sala Chapel, 6:30 pm  

We will meet to discuss, Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action on twice 

this month before beginning The Lord is Our Light, Advent 2017 Bible 

Study based on the Revised Common Lectionary.  Here’s the Schedule:  

Wednesday, November 1: No Meeting—Join the Together in Hope Service 

Wednesday, November 8: Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action  

Wednesday, November 15: Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action  

Wednesday, November 22: No Meeting—Happy Thanksgiving!  

Wednesday, November 29: The Lord is Our Light, Mindful Waiting 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
aka Mom’s Bible Study, Sala Chapel 

Nursery opens at 9:30 am, Discussion starts at 9:45 am. 

We will discuss one more lesson, Priscilla,  from Twelve More Women of the Bible 

on November 2 before we begin a study for Advent on November 9.  

All are welcome to join us we take time to imagine Jesus from Mary’s point of view

– proud of her son, in awe of his gifts and mission, guided by love for him as a 

person and so much more. We will begin at the end, with Mary at the Crucifixion 

and Resurrection, and travel back in time as she witnesses Jesus’s life and ministry. 

We will end at the beginning, with the Christ Child born in a stable….  

Project Bridge continues…..  

Lutheran World Relief’s Project:Bridge is an opportunity to 

come together as a team to experience the ways God is calling 

us to break the cycle of poverty for those living in poverty 

around the world. We have been making a journey around the 

world, getting our hands dirty, experiencing how we can make an effective impact, diving into scripture and 

crossing the BRIDGE into a deeper understanding of all God’s children.  

Tuesday Team: Through November 14 at 10:30 am in Sala Chapel 

Wednesday Team: Through November 15 at 7:00 pm in Star Lodge.  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry  

November Baptism Birthdays 

  

Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those in need 

of God’s embrace. 

This month our group will meet in the parlor on the second Monday of the month at 7:00 pm, November 13, 
2017. There is always room for more so please don't hesitate to attend. Lessons will also be offered. We would 
love to teach the youth of our church to knit or crochet. If you would like to learn this art, please either call me 
or attend our meeting. If you would like to work from home and not attend our meetings, we would love to 
count you as one of our members also. 
 

There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we 
care about: those with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; 
those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; 
graduate; newlyweds; to name a few. 
 

Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this 
opportunity to request a Prayer Shawl for someone you know that is in 
need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist you 
with your need. 

LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM DISPLAY 

The current “Little Town of Bethlehem” display is approximately ten years old 

and is in poor condition. Plans are in place to build a new Nativity scene with 

new lights, plywood, paints and supports. Russ Johnson is leading this effort. 

Additionally, the shepherds and Wise Men will be getting new clothing. The 

new clothing is being made by Tatter Hartmann. We are grateful to all for their 

service. 

Please plan to attend the Grand Illumination which will be held on Wednesday, 

December 6 at 5:50 pm. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY MASTER CALENDAR 
Fall and Winter 2017 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER 

 
Wednesday, November 1  500 YEARS of the REFORMATION (EYG, 7-12th grade, confirmation) 

    Games and pizza at 5:30, worship service at 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 5    Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th grade) College Care Packages, noon -2pm 

Wednesday, November 8   Timothy Minister Meeting 

Sunday, November 12   Lil Youth (5-6th grade) Lunch, games, & on-site service project, noon-2pm 

Wednesday, November 15  Confirmation 

Saturday, November 18   Epiphany Youth Group - Shalom Farms service day, 9am-noon  

Friday-Sunday, November 17-19 Lost and Found Retreat (7-8th grade) 

Sunday, November 19   Winter Celebration registration due to church office 

Sunday, November 26   Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grade) - Leaf Raking 

Wednesday, November 29   Confirmation 
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YOUTH MINISTRY MASTER CALENDAR 
Fall and Winter 2017 (continued) 

DECEMBER 

Sunday, December 3   Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th grade), noon -2:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 6  Confirmation 

Wednesday, December 13  Timothy Minister Meeting 

Sunday, December 17   Lil Youth Christmas Movie Party, Star Lodge, noon - 2:30 pm 

Sunday, December 17  Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th grade) Caroling and tacky lights, 5:00 pm 

    High School Overnight Lock-in, 8:00 pm until 9:00 am of Monday, December 18   
 

JANUARY 

Sunday, January 7  Lil Youth (5-6th grade) Bowling, noon - 2:30 pm 

Wednesday, January 10 Confirmation 

Sunday,  January 14  Winter Olympics for Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grade) 

Wednesday, January 24 Timothy Ministry Meeting 

Friday-Sunday, January 26-28 Winter Celebration Retreat (9-12th grade) “Weekend 2” 

Wednesday, January 31  Confirmation   
 

FEBRUARY 

Saturday, February 10  Talent Show Practice 9:00 am – noon  

Sunday, February 11  Epiphany Youth Group Pancake Supper and Talent Show (Youth of all ages) 

 Supper at 5:30 pm, shows starts at 6:00 pm 

Sunday, February 11  Lil Youth (5-6th grade) Star Lodge - 2:30 pm 

Wednesday, February 21 Confirmation  

Sunday, February 25  Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon -2:00 pm 
 

MARCH 

Saturday-Sunday, March 3-4 7th Day Retreat for Lil Youth (5-6th grade) 

Sunday, March 11  Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon -2:00 pm 

Wednesday. March 14  Confirmation 
 

APRIL 

Wednesday, April 11  Confirmation 

Sunday, April 15  Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon -2:00 pm 

Sunday, April 22  Lil Youth (5-6th grade) Outdoor Adventure, noon - 2:30 pm 

Wednesday, April 25  Confirmation 

Sunday, April 29   Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon -2:00 pm 
 

MAY 

Saturday, May 5  Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th grade), Youth Sunday prep, 9:00 am - noon 

Sunday, May 6   Youth Sunday 

Wednesday, May 16   Confirmation (year 2) 
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Stephen Ministry 

“Walk the Journey - Worship the Christ - Witness the Joy”. 

This is a wonderful declaration of what Epiphany Lutheran 

is all about! And it is a perfect description of Stephen 

Ministry: the Stephen Minister walks the journey with 

someone needing one-on-one care and support during a 

time of troubles; the Stephen Ministers worship when they 

gather together and when they meet with their care 

receivers; the Stephen Minister witnesses to the care 

receiver through Christ-centered support. 

Would you like to be a part of this ministry? We are now recruiting the class of 2018 and hope that you will 

consider joining us. Given the fact that we are fully staffed men, we are recruiting women only. 

Stephen Minister training equips you to do an excellent job as a Stephen Minister as well as improve the 

quality of all your relationships. Topics include: 

• Listening 

• Providing Christian Care 

• Confidentiality 

Ministering to people experiencing grief, divorce, hospitalization, illness and more. 

• Feelings 

• Maintaining boundaries 

• Crisis Theory and Practice 

Training will begin in January. There will be 20 two-and-one-half hour sessions for a total of 50 hours of 

training. As a Stephen Minister you will be matched with a person who is going through a tough time or life 

difficulty. You will meet with your care receiver once a week for about an hour to listen, care, encourage and 

pray. You will be supported in all this by your fellow Stephen Ministers as you meet twice a month for two 

hours to review and discuss our ministry and participate in 

continuing education. 

We hope that you will give this prayerful consideration. Feel free 

to talk with our Stephen Ministers about their experience and 

what it has meant to them. And by all means, please contact one 

of the Stephen Leaders for more information: 

Debbie Pellmann, 752-2898, mpellmann@mindspring.com  

Mike Horacek, 965-0621, mjhoracek@msn.com 

 

Mike Horacek, 

Stephen Leader 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 

Nursery School News 

Happy November everyone!  
It’s hard to believe we are already a couple of months into 
our school year. The children really settled into their school 
routine in October and they are all happy and building great 
relationships with their friends.  
We are looking forward to building on those relationships 
throughout the year. 
 

In October we talked about fire safety, the fall season, 
pumpkins and had a great costume parade on October 30. 
The classes are all diving into their school year with great 
projects, art work, and stories. It is so wonderful to see the 
kids happy to be here and learning while playing in their 
classrooms and outside. 
 

Our annual carnival has been moved to January 20, 2018. Everyone is invited to attend. We will have 
preschooler age games and activities, entertainment, food, and vendor booths! If you or someone you know 
would like to volunteer to help set up, run games, or clean up, please get in touch with me!! Hours can count 
towards NJHS volunteer requirements for middle schoolers that need those hours. We will need volunteers 
starting at 8:30 am and going until around 2 pm.  
 

Are you thinking about the 2018-2019 school year? No? Well we are! Registration is just around the corner. 
The school will start accepting applications for current families and ELC church members on December 14, 
2017. Just a reminder, we do waive the application fee for church members. If you would like to set up a tour 
or talk about our program, feel free to get in touch. My email is 
elnsdirector@gmail.com and our phone number is 804-282-7506. 
 
Jessica Hendricks 
Director 

 

 

 

mailto:elnsdirector@gmail.com
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President - Lyle Gleason ‘18 
Vice President - Amy Boyle ‘18 
Secretary - Ramona Schaeffer ‘18 
Treasurer - Tim Sparks ‘19 
 
Council Members 
Wayne Shimko ‘19 
Macon Sizemore ‘19 
Ray Spletzer ‘19 
Kyle Anderson ‘20 
Rob Burger ‘20 
Leigh Dunavant ‘20 

 

The Margaret Miller Circle will meet on Tuesday, 
November 7, 10 am. Star Lodge. Please feel free to call 
Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Jackie Collins 304-8568, 
with any questions. 
 
The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet Wednesday, November 8, at 10 am in the Star Lodge. Please call Eileen 

Johnson 752-6140 if you have questions.  Please join us if you can!  

 

The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday evening, November 9. Betty Ottaway is our hostess. If you 
are interested in joining Katie Luther Circle, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 804-741-0276 or 
tatterh@hotmail.com. 
   

Women’s Circles 

Ever want to know what is discussed at Council meetings?   Our 

Council Secretary, Ramona Schaeffer, posts monthly summaries of 

all the Council minutes on the bulletin board in the Commons (The 

bulletin board near the doughnut table). Copies of Council minutes 

are also available in the office during the week. 

10/1 - August “Gus” Paul Garrison, son of Lindsay and David Garrison 

10/22 - Wren Adelaide Hill, daughter of Missy and Hoke Hill 

 

 

 

mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers 

during Ed's fight with cancer. We enjoyed the alter flowers sent 

to him. Thank you also to the kitchen help for the food and your 

hard work at the funeral reception.  It meant the world to us.  I 

would like also to thank the home visits from our pastors.  

Yours in Christ,   

Michele Frese 

 

 

Dear Members of Epiphany Lutheran, 

Crestview staff and students can’t tell you how much we appreciate the school supplies! We are so lucky and 

grateful for your support. Thank you so much! 

Sincerely, 

Tera Koch 

Crestview’s Counselor 

 

Thank you for the lovely flower arrangement delivered by one of your members. These flowers were in the 

Sanctuary of our church. They have heard the hymns that sere sung, the prayers that were offered. Thank you 

again, 

Mary Lee Leigh 

 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers throughout my recovery from my back surgery in 

early September. Although I've been having some complications that are preventing me from actively 

attending services (and singing), I hope that things will be turning around soon and I'll be back in the choir 

pews before you know it! The knowledge of everyone's support and prayers has been very comforting.   

Gail Lyddane 

 

Thank You! 
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Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Friday, November 10, 9:30 am -1:00 pm 
Wednesday, November 15, 9:30 am -1:00 pm 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building is on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door. 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food 
(second Fridays) and stock the shelves (third 
Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 
information, call the pantry at 565-8007. 
Inclement weather? Check channel 8 for closings, 
or if Henrico schools are closed, then LAMB’s 
Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 
Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

Community Service Ministry 

MICAH at Southampton 
 

Can you spare an hour or two at Southampton Elementary School? Several  

“one day events” offer the perfect opportunity to get involved in Epiphany’s 
MICAH program without making a long-term commitment.   

Check out the following calendar events that help to make a difference for our 
partner school:  
 

TIGER STORE assistants are needed November 9th and 10th from 
9:30 to noon. Students’ positive behavior earns them money to spend at Tiger Store. Volunteers 
help students make purchases that fit their spending budget. Any amount of time you can offer will 
be appreciated. 

Donate items that can be sold in TIGER STORE (appropriate for students K-5).  A good online 
source for purchasing items is: orientaltrading.com  

Support fundraisers for Southampton at following date/restaurant: November 28th at Chipotle’s at 
Stony Point Shopping Center (all day); December 14th at Jason’s Deli at Forest Hill & 
Chippenham from 5 to 8. 

 

Classroom or library aides, tutors, lunch buddies, office assistants . . . volunteers are always needed and 
appreciated. For further information, please sign the MICAH sheet at the Information Desk in the Commons or 
contact Mary Sue Oehler, msoehler3@gmail.com or 804-364-2794. 

 

 

LAMB’s Basket - we are in desperate need of paper grocery bags with handles.   

If you can help, please drop them off at church.   
Thank you.  

mailto:msoehler3@gmail.com


 19 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

Continuing in Epiphany’s tradition of providing a 
Thanksgiving meal for our neighbors in need, the 
Community Service Team will be collecting non-perishable 
food and monetary donations for Thanksgiving baskets. 
On Sunday, November 5, Community Service Team 
members will be distributing grocery bags after both 
services. The bags will have an attached list of the items 
needed to provide a Thanksgiving meal for a family of 6. 
Please consider purchasing all items on the list or as many as 
you are able. Team members will fill baskets with any item 
not collected. 
We are also accepting cash or check donations that will be 
used to purchase gift cards to buy a turkey for each basket. If 
you’d rather not shop, but still want to help, the team gratefully accepts monetary donations to help in 
purchasing these basic items. Please bring all donations to church by Wednesday, November 15th. Epiphany’s 
baskets will be distributed with baskets from other Henrico churches to recipients through HEARTH (Henrico 
Emergency Assistance to Reduce Threat of Homelessness), and to Lutheran Family Service’s foster families.  

For more information please contact Brenda Barnes or Stephanie Hamlett. 

“For I was hungry and you fed me, for I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in” Matthew 25:35 

Community Service Ministry 

Fellowship Ministry 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS 

All are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith on Wednesdays, 

November 15 and 29. Beginning with dinner in Price Hall at 5:45 pm. Choir 

rehearsals, Bible Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered. 

There will not be Wednesday Evening Meals on the following dates:   

• November 1 during the Commemoration of the Reformation. 

• November 8 during the Brighten Our Light dinner event. 

• November 22 during our Thanksgiving break. 

Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and 

under. Household max is $20.00. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church office by Monday night at 

churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org 

The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on the sign up sheets. 

Are you able to lend a hand with serving or clean up? The sign up sheets are at the Welcome Desk or contact 

Beth Barger at 282-6066. 

http://www.epiphanyelca.org
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Worship Times 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Evening 5:30 pm 

“Behold the Light” 
 
 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U. S. Postage Pd. 

Richmond, VA 

Permit # 711 

a congregation of the ELCA 

Electronic Service Requested 

From The Archives 

November 1954 – a total of 31 new members were received into membership for the month of November.  
Included in those 31 were Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Platz. Adolph and Anna would go on to provide leadership to 
the congregation in a number of positions. 
 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 

Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

