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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

November 2022 
Words from Our Pastor 

“I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not 
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 

believe.” 
Ephesians 1:15-19 

 
On November 6, All Saints Sunday, the church gives thanks for the saints who from their labors rest. During 
worship, we remember by name those who have died within our own congregation in the past year, and we 
remember in our hearts those who have died and who we hold dear. Many of these saints have shaped our own 
faith by bringing us to worship each week as children, sharing stories of Jesus, living cruciform lives shaped 
by justice and peace, praying with and for us, baking us a meal when we hungered for comfort, and so much 
more. This year I’m especially grateful for the witness of my two grandfathers, close friends and fishing 
companions from middle age until their deaths, who in many ways were more different than alike but both 
faithful people! One grandfather, stalwartly stubborn man that he was, long after he should have been driving, 
drove to the church office every Monday morning, envelope in hand, to deliver his weekly offering.  The other 
delighted in music, especially church music, and throughout my childhood and adolescent years enriched my 
own life and faith through music. The flute he gifted me in high school helped me discover the joy of leading 
worship as I accompanied the congregation’s song. From time to time, I still play that flute today, and I’m 
instantly connected to the lives of so many faithful saints whose voices have joined God’s song.  
 
It’s sometimes said, “faith is caught not taught” which is to say our lives bear witness to faith. Those searching 
for a deeper understanding of faith (children, youth, adult seekers, even ourselves!) see faith lived out in others 
and “catch on” to what having faith means, what it looks like, how it’s enfleshed in everyday life, how it 
enlightens our hearts and calls us to hope beyond what we can see or understand.  
 
As Lutherans, we understand that through Holy Baptism God has made us all saints. When we gather around 
Christ’s table, we gather with all the saints, those living, those 
who have died and even those yet to come in one communion.  
The life of faith is a remarkable one in which we are shaped by 
others and in which we have the privilege of shaping the faith of 
others. 
 
I wonder for whom do you give thanks this All Saints Day—
ones who are living and ones who have died who have formed 
your own faith?  How might you thank them? 
 
I wonder who are the ones who are looking to you to form their 
faith?  How might your life of faith help others “catch on” to 
what having faith means? 
 
I give thanks for YOU, dear saints of Epiphany, remembering 
you in my prayers and giving thanks for our partnership in the 

gospel.                                            Pastor Sarah 
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Finance Ministry 

 
 

YTD October, we had receipts of $661,957 which was 102% of our budgeted receipts of $646,667 and 12% 
higher than 2021.  Expenses were $639,156 and $17,609 favorable to plan primarily due to vacancies through-
out the year and timing of expenditures. 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
 
• Christian Education is unfavorable $6,543 YTD due to curriculum purchase planned for the fall and Youth 

over budget (will be covered by dedicated account at end of year) 
• Property is unfavorable $4,268 due to higher than planned Building & Equipment maintenance partially 

offset by favorable utilities and grounds maintenance 
• Personnel Expense was favorable $26,362 due to vacancies earlier in the year 

ALTAR CARE IN OCTOBER 
 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to do Altar Care in October! 
Diane Dillard, Teresa and Greg Rollins, Alvah and Bonita Wyatt, Margaret Risher and Jean Henry 
 

Altar care in November: 
First Service – Bonnie Garringer & Melissa, Ryan & Nolan Urban 
Second Service – Maria Prince & Gwen Newman 
 

Did you know…  
In November, paraments on the pulpit and lectern will vary in color. They will 
change to white for All Saints Sunday and for Christ the King Sunday. One Sunday 
(23rd day after Pentecost) will remain green. The last Sunday in November, the 
beginning of Advent, the paraments will change to blue. 
Green is the color symbolizing our growth in Christian life.  White signifies joy in Christ. Blue indicates hope.  
Information summarized from:  Stauffer, Anita S. altar guild and sacristy handbook, 4th ed. Augsburg Fortress, 2014, 
 

Volunteer Opportunities Available!  
Would you like to join the Altar Care Team?   We would love to have you as part of the team! 
Please contact Bonita Wyatt if you are interested: 
Call or text:  804-347-5357       Email: bwyatt@microtelsystems.com 

mailto:bwyatt@microtelsystems.com
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OFFICIAL NOTICE:  

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation  

is set for Sunday, November 13, 2022; 12:15 pm  

and will be held in Price Hall  
 

We will elect new council members  

and adopt our 2023 budget.  

 

Joining us for lunch following the meeting?  

Please use the SignUpGenius link in our  

“Weekly Announcements from Epiphany” or email to let us know by 

Wednesday, November 10.  

You may also email hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org or call the church office. 

Our lunch, which will be served after the meeting adjourns, will include  

a variety of individually wrapped, MINI JIMMYS® subs, 

individual bags of chips, fruit, individually wrapped cookies, and bottled water. 

For eating, you are welcome to enjoy your meal in Price Hall, in the Commons,  

outside or even take it home with you.  

 

Please know that you are welcome to bring your own meal if you have any dietary restrictions  

or would feel more comfortable bringing your own food.  

Daylight Saving Time Begins! 

On November  6; 2:00 am, daylight saving time will end again and we’ll set our clocks back by an hour.  

Mark your calendars on Saturday, November 5 to turn the 

clocks back one hour before bedtime. 
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        November 1,  All Saints Sunday -  Those We Remember    

Betty Mason  John Oehler     Judy Campagne  Sonya Fluckiger 

Artis Mills  Doris Richards    Terry Lehew   Jerry Schreiber 

Paul Buehler  Maggie Jones     Pat Mitchell   Bob Will 

Florence Wingard Nancy Feitig     Joan Kangas 
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Council Nominees for 3-year term beginning February 2023 

S. David (Dave) Schiller 
Current Ministries: 
Stephen Ministry – commissioned 2016 
Confirmation Mentor – periodically many times 
Communion Visitation Ministry – commissioned 2022 
Epiphany Blood Drive – regular donor 
Regular supporter of other Church Ministries (foodbank, VBS, etc.) 
  

Biography: 
I am 67.  I grew up in Rhode Island, though have lived in Virginia (except for 
college years) since 1968.  I have three daughters (2 in Virginia, 1 in New York), and three granddaughters and 
one grandson (all under 4 years old). 
  

I was confirmed in 1969 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) in Springfield, Virginia.  In 
Richmond, for several years I was a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church in North Chesterfield.  I have been a 
member of Epiphany since 2009.   
  

In 1976, I received a B.A. degree in history from the University of Pittsburgh (Pa.), and in 1979 a J.D. from the 
University of Virginia School of Law.  I worked in D.C. in private practice for 5 years.  In 1984, I came to 
Richmond and worked the next 36 years as a federal prosecutor.  It was a very rewarding career.  During these 
years I was also a published freelance writer on sailing topics, and an adjunct professor at V.C.U..  In September 
2020, I retired.   
  

I have been an avid sailor for 24 seasons, sailing various boats throughout the Chesapeake Bay region, as well as 
out to Bermuda and throughout the Eastern Caribbean.  I hold a U.S. Coast Guard captain’s license 
(master/25grt), am a certified advanced sailing instructor with the American Sailing Association, and am now 
instructing on a part time basis. 
 
Frank S. McCullough 
Epiphany Lutheran Church  - Member since 2019 to present 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Mamaroneck, NY 
Member 45+ years 
Chair of Construction/Renovation Committee 
 Added new classrooms and fellowship room 
 1.5+ million debt retired in full ahead of schedule 
Pro Bono legal adviser to the church council 
Pro Bono legal services for needy members of the congregation 
 

Greenwood Union Cemetery, Rye, NY 
Member of the Board-39 years 
President of the Board –20+ years 
Over saw the adoption of the master plan for future development of cemetery 
Directed the implementation of the master plan  
Construction of a new columbarium 
 

Profession 
Real Estate, zoning and environmental attorney for almost 50 years 
 Repositioning repurposing of the White Plains, NY office corridor  
New York State Power Authority 
 Board Member for 11 years, Vice President for 4 years, President for 2 years before retiring in 2008 
 

Community 
St. Vincent’s Hospital-Board Member and President 
United Hospital-Board Member 
The Foundation for Westchester Community College-Board Member and Chairman 
Pace University School of Law Board of Visitors – Board Member 
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Rob Boyle 
My name is Rob Boyle. My family [Amy, Graham, Matthew & Krista] and I have been 
members of Epiphany since 2002. I am a graduate of the University of Richmond (Go 
Spiders!) and the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. I put my skills as a commercial 
real estate lawyer to work helping Epiphany with the purchase and sale of Grace House. I 
also assisted Epiphany secure the mortgage financing for the Brighten Our Light 
campaign, including obtaining Henrico County approval of the borrowing and 
appointment of trustees. I am also a frequent reader at the late service. In addition to 
having served on the boards of local charitable organizations, I was a member on the 
Henrico County School Board for 18 months. If elected, I would be honored to serve on 
Council. 
 
 
 
Jim Huddle 
I was member of Living Saviour Lutheran Church in Charlotte from 1988 until the 
summer of 2021 when we moved to Richmond. I was in the choir since joining, the 
financial secretary since about 2001 and treasurer since 2017. I also filled out a term 
on the church council for someone who resigned (but I forget when!), was a reader, 
communion assistant and assisting minister (at church services) from time to time. At 
Epiphany, I joined the choir, have been a reader and am teaching adult Sunday School.  
 

I was on the Board of Trustees of Lutheran Services of the Carolinas (2014-2021).  
 

I am married to Jane Huddle (40 years!). We have 2 children, both of which live in the 
Richmond area and three grandsons. We moved here from Charlotte in the summer of 
2021 and joined the church shortly thereafter.  
 

I am a retired accountant for Duke Energy in 2017 where I had various roles including 
Director of Income Tax and Derivative Accounting, Assistant Controller for one of the business units and 
Business Manager at one of the nuclear plants.  
 

My hobbies include learning German (not very good at this point) and Spanish (reasonably good) and 
exercising with F3 (Fitness, Fellowship and Faith, a men’s organization.) We also enjoy traveling and have 
been to several countries in Central and South America and Europe. 
 
 

Council Nominees for 3-year term beginning February 2023 
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Mark Your Calendar! 

Mid-Week Advent Worship Series: 

 Wednesdays, November 30, December 7, 14, and 21; 7:00 - 7:30 pm  

Christmas Children’s Tableau  

 Friday, December 24; 3:00 pm and 5:00 pm. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

 Friday, December 24; 7:00 pm and 9:00 pm. 

Consecration Sunday  

He will come; We will be filled with  

hope, joy and peace. 

 
On Sunday, December 4th, we will celebrate the abundant gifts of God’s Kingdom to 

us with the consecration of our commitments and pledges to the important work of 

Epiphany Lutheran Church and its annual operating budget. 

 

Commitment Cards  

Commitment Cards will be mailed to each confirmed member of the congregation in mid November. 

Please complete the Commitment Card and return it to Epiphany by the morning of December 4th. 

There will be White Drop Off boxes at the blue table or you may mail the Commitment Card to the 

church using the envelope provided in the mailing. Electronic giving is available through the Simply 

Giving program. Forms are available by the white boxes. Please help us reach our goal of 100% 

participation by returning your Commitment Cards! 

 
Consecration Sunday Gathering  

Desserts and refreshments will be served in Price Hall following the 11:00 service on Sunday, 

December 4th. Please join us as we gather to celebrate our congregation’s continued stewardship. 

  
 

Stewardship  
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Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
 

Children’s Corner 

 

The Singing Saints will meet on November 2, 9, 16 and 30 for rehearsal. 
Singing Saints meet in the Sala Music Center from 6:30 – 7:00.  On 
November 30, due to the Advent worship service at 7, we will back up 
Singing Saints rehearsal to 6:15 – 6:45. There is no rehearsal on November 
23 due to the Thanksgiving holiday.     

 

Cherub Choir meets November 2, 9, 16, and 30 from 6:30 – 7:00 in room 
104.  Please note that on November 30, Cherubs will meet from 6:15 – 
6:45, again due to the Advent worship service.   

 

Junior Handbells and Steel Crossticks will meet on November 6 (this is a change), 
13, 20 and 27 in the Sala Music Center and the balcony. We divide our time between 
the two groups depending on where we are with the rehearsal process. This rehearsal 
is from 12- 1 (immediately following the second service). 

 

The Cherub Choir will participate in both services on November 20.  Singing Saints 
will be participating in worship on November 6 at both services. Junior Handbells 

will participate in worship at both services on November 20, provided we are ready to do so. Steel Crossticks 
will participate in worship on December 4.  

 

As we near the Advent and Christmas seasons, we will be planning something special for worship on 
December 18. This will be integrated with Sunday School, so even if you are not a regular member of any of 
our groups, there are opportunities to participate. We would love to have everyone join us! 

 
Epiphany Brass 

We are now putting together those that will play for Christmas Eve.  If 
you are interested and available to help out, please contact Kevin at 
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org. 

 
Why do we have a choir? 

Music plays an integral part in our worship service.  Can you imagine a Sunday morning worship service at 
Epiphany without any music at all?   It would definitely be a different experience!  To help with the musical 
parts of our worship, we are fortunate to have two chancel choirs (one for each service) to lead and guide us.  
Besides adding beauty to the service, they help to proclaim the Word.  They help us to retell the Gospel story. 

Our choirs assist in proclaiming the gospel in worship :   

• The choirs supply rehearsed voices to help worshipers sing new or perhaps more difficult hymns. 

• The choir adds to the joy of hymn singing by offering special settings either of particular stanzas or as part 
of anthem offerings. 

• The choir assists the pastor, too. It shares our Scripture readings, often with a different take than we might 
hear from words alone. 

Choir anthems are carefully chosen to reflect the theme of the day.  In these anthems, the good news is again 
proclaimed in a different fashion than we might hear from the pulpit. 

 

Have YOU considered being a part of this important ministry?  We are always looking for additional voices to 
join us.  All are welcome – with all levels of musical experience.  Come join us Sunday mornings at 8 or 
Wednesday evenings at 7:15 – it is rewarding work! 

mailto:kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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November Baptism Birthdays 

POINSETTIA PLANTS 
 
Poinsettias in honor or memory of loved ones will be used in the chancel on December 24th.  

To place an order, see the display and forms on the blue table in the Commons or provide the information 
below and include a check payable to Epiphany Lutheran Church, marked Poinsettias, $13.50 each; or call 
the church office, 282-6066.  Money must accompany your order. 
 

December 11th is the deadline for ordering. 
 
Name___________________________  Phone No. _____________________ 
 
Number of Poinsettias desired _________ 
 
In Memory of (please print) 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of (please print) 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Poinsettias must remain on church chancel until after our December 24, 9:00 pm service. 
 

No deliveries will be made this year, therefore, we request that you pick up your plants as soon as possible 
after December 24, 9:00 pm service or Tuesday, December 27. 

A Word of Thanks 

 
Dear Epiphany friends, 

“I give thanks to God always for you” the apostle Paul writes to the church in Corinth. I echo 

his words as I give thanks for you and for our partnership in the gospel. Thank you for a 

lovely installation reception on October 9, for our prayers that sustain me, and for your trust 

in calling me to live among you as one of your pastors. God’s peace, Pastor Sarah 
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Faith Formation 

 
Reimagine Advent!   
An Advent musical for preschool and elementary-aged children! 
 
We’re excited to present this new opportunity for children in our 
congregation this Advent!   
 
Beginning November 20 and continuing through December, Sunday 
School children will have the chance to learn the songs for this musi-
cal during our Sunday School Opening time at 9:45—10 am.  Please 
make every effort to be on time during these weeks as much as 
you’re able! 

 
Children already involved in Cherub Choir (3 YO through 1st Grade) or Singing Saints (2nd-
5th grades) will be learning some songs during their regular rehearsal times on Wednesday 
nights. If you’d like to join those choirs for the season, you’re always welcome!  See page 7 
of the newsletter for notes about rehearsal times. 
 
Some limited speaking parts are also available for children who feel confident in their pub-
lic reading skills!  We’ll share more about specific roles soon and how to sign-up for those. 
 
A dress rehearsal is scheduled for Saturday, December 17 from 10am until Noon for all 
children involved in the musical.  Thank you for reserving that date on your busy December 
calendars! 
 
On Sunday, December 18, at our 8:30 and 11:00 services, children will present the musical 
as part of our worship.   
 
As we recall the words of Isaiah this season and how a little child will lead us, we are thank-
ful for the voices of children that will help us reimagine Advent and what the birth of Jesus 
means for us. 
 
Questions?  Want to be involved?  Reach out to Pastor Sarah or Kevin Barger. 
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Faith Formation 

Learning About Worship: A Class for Pre-K and 

Kindergarteners and their Parents 

Sunday, November 13, 10 AM 

 

Join with Pastor Joseph to learn about what we do in worship and 

why!  We'll gather for brief classroom learning first and then explore the 

sanctuary together.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
VBS 2023 

June 19-23 

Sunday School for Children & Youth 

9:45 AM, Sundays  

 

Have you had a chance to engage in Sunday School yet? Our 

classrooms are buzzing with excited children, wonderful teachers, 

laughter and learning! It's never too late to come. We'll always have 

space to welcome you!  

 

Preschool ages are having fun learning Bible stories through play! 
 

Elementary ages are spending time learning about the days of creation through art and storytelling! 
 

Middle School and High School youth are exploring practices of faith through TikTok videos! 
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Faith Formation 

Bible Presentation for 3rd & 4th Graders 

On Sunday, October 30, 14 of our 3rd & 4th Graders received new Whirl Bibles! 

As their reading skills grow and develop, they can engage with God’s word in 

new and deeper words. Along with parents, we are fulfilling the promises made 

at each of their baptisms to place the Holy Scriptures in their hands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row: Levi Keith, Cara Dulaney, Kathleen Quann, Elizabeth Diehl, Annabelle Tracey, Kenley Duignam, 

Lucia Bolick 

Back Row:  Garrett Pickels, Nolan Urban, Leo Stanwix, Jude Hill, Leah Brown, Julia Nelson, Odin Roberston 

   Families Celebrate Christmas: Advent & Christmas Family       

Activity Cards 

Celebrate the Advent and Christmas seasons by using these 

cards with your family at mealtime, bedtime, anytime!  Each 

card features a ritual, prayer, reflection, or activity for families 

with kids ages 3-12. Cards are dated for each during from the 

first Sunday of Advent (November 27) through the Day of 

Epiphany (January 6). 

Available in the Commons while supplies last! 
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Faith Formation for Adults 

MOMS’ BIBLE STUDY  
Thursdays, 9:30-11 am in the Parlor 
 
Moms of any age, with kids of any age, are invited to join us for Moms’ Bible Study.  We 

will be meeting in the Parlor at church at 9:30am on Thursday mornings.  A nursery is 

staffed for those who have children.  

We’re continuing with Renita J. Weems’ book Showing Mary: How Women Can Share 

Prayers, Wisdom, and the Blessing of God 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
10:30-Noon in the Parlor  
 
The group continues their study on the book of Revelation, one of the most 
misunderstood books of the Bible which is actually a book of hope for God’s people. The 
group will begin with a review of what they discussed last spring and dive back into the 
remaining chapters in the weeks to come.   

Join us! 
 

Mid-Week Opportunities 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS for ADULTS  

Available in November—look for the display in the Commons!  

Large and small print copies are available for pick-up.  The 

devotion draws on readings from Matthew’s gospel for the 

Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Sunday Morning Opportunities 
The Problem of Pain 
Sundays, 9:45 AM, Bonhoeffer Room 
Through November 13 
 

The group continues its discussion of CS Lew’s book  in which Lewis examines a question 
many of us wonder: “If God is good and all-powerful, why does he allow his creatures to 
suffer pain?”  
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Faith Formation for Adults 

 Sundays, 9:45 AM, Star Lodge 
October 30, November 6, November 13, November 20 
Star Lodge 
 
Join with Pastor Phillip for a viewing of the Emmy award winning 
documentary HEARD which tells the story of surviving and thriving in 
Richmond’s housing projects.  Each week, we’ll view a portion of the 
documentary and participate in discussion.  On Sunday, November 20, 
David Powers, the producer of HEARD will come to the class to answer 
questions  about the film and its genesis and share what filming was like. 

Hallelujah: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah 
Sundays in Advent, 9:45 AM, Star Lodge 
November 27, December 4, 11, 18 
 
Explore the scriptural texts in Handel’s Messiah in Advent!  We’ll look at 
and listen to four selections from the Messiah: Comfort, Comfort My 
People; Who May Abide the Day of His Coming; For Unto Us a Child is Born; 
Glory to God in the Highest. 

 
As a BONUS, join with others from Epiphany and attend the Richmond Symphony Chorus’ 
and Richmond Symphony’s performance of the Messiah on Friday, December 2 at 7:30 pm 
at River Road Baptist Church.  We’ve ordered 10 group tickets, and we’ll have reserved 
seating. Sign-up here to receive one (price is $25 per ticket and scholarships are available). If 
the slots fill, reach out to Pastor Sarah at slang@epiphanyelca.org; we can add tickets to our 
reservation. 

Sunday Morning Opportunities Continued 

Blessed and Stressed 
Sundays, 9:45 AM, Parlor 
 

Are you a parent who feels both blessed and stressed by the joys and challenges of 
parenting and adulting? Join with other parents to share life and conversation 
together!  This is an informal gathering and open to people with children and 

youth of any age!  Little ones are welcome to play while adults talk. Snacks and coffee are welcome! 
In November  we’ll continue exploring the book Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home.  Join 
us! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-messiah
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Youth Ministry 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and with 7th through 12th grade students. Lil Youth is 

our ministry to and with 5th and 6th graders.  Parents are always invited to attend but are not 

required to stay. Our Timothy Ministers are trusted adults in the congregation who support youth 

ministry. 

Youth+News 

 

Epiphany Youth and Families ~  

 

In all we do our goal is to have FUN together, form friendships, and grow in trusting God’s love for us 

in Jesus Christ. You are always welcome and encouraged to bring friends to EYG with you. In addition 

to the activities on the following page I would like to spotlight a couple awesome opportunities that are 

coming up: 

 

LOST AND FOUND RETREAT—REGISTRATION IS OPEN! Our Virginia Synod Retreat just for 7-8th graders, 

called Lost and Found, which is Nov. 18-20, is now open for registration!  This awesome weekend 

retreat near Lynchburg is a TON of FUN! We meet with other Lutheran seventh and eighth graders from 

all over Virginia for songs, games, small group discussions on scripture, following Jesus, and life, a 

talent show (participation is voluntary), free time, and a chance to meet lots of new friends.  To register 

for Lost and Found follow this link: https://vasynod.org/event/lost-and-found/You should see two ways 

to register: This year Epiphany will pay the entire cost of the event for participants as well as take care 

of transportation (we will rent 12 passenger vans and travel together, leaving from Target in Short 

Pump on Friday, November 18 at 4pm and returning on Sunday November 20 at 3pm). Please speak 

with me if additional financial assistance is needed. Your friends are welcome. Early registration ends 

October 24th. 
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Youth Ministry 

LAST CALL FOR COLLEGE ADDRESSES!!! 

 

The church office needs updated mailing addresses for all of our 

college/university students. If you are at college/university or have a 

child at college/university this fall, please send updated mailing info 

to hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org or drop it by the church office when 

you come to worship on a Sunday. 

Thank you!! 

 

 

EPIPHANY YOUTH MINISTRY for FALL 2022 

  

NOVEMBER 
Sunday, November 13  Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grades) meets in Star Lodge, after the Annual 
Meeting (Letters to College Students) 
Friday -Sunday, November 18-20 Lost and Found Retreat (7-8th grade) 
Sunday, November 20 Winter Celebration (9-12th Grade Retreat) registration due to church office 
Sunday, November 27 Epiphany Youth Group, 12-5pm, meet in Star Lodge  (Leaf Raking) 
Wednesday, November 30 7th and 8th Grade Game Night, Star Lodge, 7-8:30pm 
  
DECEMBER 
Sunday, December 4 Consecration Sunday, meet in Price Hall at noon for lunch 
Saturday, December 10 Epiphany Youth Group Christmas Party (7-12th grade) Caroling and tacky 
lights, 5pm 

High School Overnight Lock-in, 8pm until Sunday, Dec 11, worship together at 8:30am 

mailto:churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
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All is Grist for the Mill 
 
Hold on tight because here comes November, the beginning of the holiday whirlwind that’ll 
take us into 2023. 

 
I must begin with a huge thank you for the opportunity to put 
together the Oktoberfest event to honor Kevin and Beth.  It was 
quite a piece of work. Many people besides Hanne jumped in to 
help. Krista Boyle and Laura Martin joined Lilly Grisham to 
represent the youth. Hanne’s sister Lene VanMercer 
joined us in the kitchen to lend a hand!   
Donna Josephson, Faye Coppage, Cheryl Hamm, Bobbie 
Jo Carroll, Jane Huddle, and Ken & Linda Reckenbeil 
helped with the planning and execution. Ruth Hobson 
joined to help cleanup and wash dishes. I think a great 
time was had by all, but most gratifying to me was 
seeing Price Hall filled with conversation and 

fellowship. Thanks to everyone and my apologies if I’ve left out any names.  
 
October marked quite a few accomplishments finally crossed off the list. Our Jesus window facing Monument 
Ave is now fully lit.  
 
2 major pole lights in our preschool drop-off loop and parking area have been 
replaced. With Wayne Shimko running supervision and flipping breakers at 
ground level Steve Collins and I rose 26 ft in the air on a rented lift. We avoided 
injury and managed to dodge any resemblance to the Three Stooges.  
 
Amy Boyle and Amanda Mertz took the time to clean up and organize our Star 
Lodge kitchen.  
 
I hope by the time you read this I've finished the pine tree trimming along our 
entrance driveway. We eagerly await the scheduled trimming of our trees on 

December 7th.  
 
ProPainters finished the rear gutter painting to match the one facing Horsepen 
done last May.   
 
Speaking of paint, the Hanover Adult Group stopped by at the end of last 
month to wipe down our kitchen walls! I’m looking forward to getting it 
painted this month. Email me if you'd like to help. 
 
The Hopkins’ family are new members. Shannon has a business that deals 

with auto repairs and is taking care of our church van that was sadly vandalized sometime around Labor Day.  
Thanks Shannon! 
 
I would like to mention we still have a lovely piano on our second floor that needs a good home. 
 
Lastly, I will say that several comments have come my way regarding German Potato Salad and Red Cabbage 
and Apples. I’m happy to provide recipes! Email me at rhamlin@epiphanyelca.org. 
 
In November, and always, I give thanks for our church, its leadership, and you, the congregation. 
Rob 

Property Team News 

mailto:rhamlin@epiphanyelca.org
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Women’s Ministry 

The Clara Sullivan Circle The Clara Sullivan Circle met on October 12.  Peggy Roberts gave the 
devotions. Amanda Mertz presented the fun program Stampin’ Up!   
Updates were given about our several ongoing service projects.    
We shared joys and concerns with each other and updated our prayer list. 
 

Our next meeting will be on November 9, from 10:00 to 11:00 am in the Rob Burger Commons.   
The program will be “Thankfulness – recognizing those who have enriched our lives.”   
Please call Eileen or Bonita if you are interested in more information about the Clara Sullivan 
Circle.  
We will be glad to talk with you and include you in the email chain. Everyone is welcome! 
Call, text, or email: 
 Eileen Johnson:  804-513-3005    jay3boating@gmail.com 
 Bonita Wyatt:  804-347-5357    bwyatt@microtelsystems.com  
 
Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday evening, November 10. Invitations will be sent via 
email closer to that date. If you are interested in joining our group, please contact Tatter 
Hartmann at tatterh@hotmail.com or 804 338 3578 (phone or text).  
 
The Margaret Miller Circle will meet in the Rob Burger Commons Tuesday, November 8, at 10:00 am. If 
you would like any information about what a Circle is all about, please feel free to call Donna Josephson at 
(804) 883-5955. All are welcome! 

Guys’ Night Out 
 
Please join us for an evening of fellowship on Thursday, November 17, at 7:00 
pm. We will gather at Final Gravity Brewing Co. 6118 Lakeside Ave 23228. 
 

All Men are Welcome! 
Contact Joe Barnes at 804-836-5394 or joebarnes53@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Fellowship 

Young Adult Lunch  
November 20 

 
We will meet after the 11am service in the Commons and head to lunch at Mis-

sion Barbeque (5440 Glenside Drive). All young adults of Epiphany are wel-

come, as are friends!  

mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
mailto:joebarnes53@gmail.com
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Community Service Ministry 

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve Our Neighbors 

November 13 - Thanksgiving Baskets, assembly in Price Hall at 9:45 am. 

November 17 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

November 20 ~ Giving Tree  (Due December 4) 

November 29 ~ Liberation Veteran Services Meal 

December 22 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Continuing in Epiphany’s tradition of providing a Thanksgiving meal for our neighbors in need, we will be 
collecting non-perishable food items again this year.  
 

Grocery bags will be available for pick up on the blue table under the balcony stairs in the commons. These 
bags will have an attached list of the items needed to provide a family of six a Thanksgiving meal. Please 
consider purchasing all items on the list or as many as you are able.  
 

Thanksgiving Meal Items 
Two boxes of stuffing mix (Stove Top or store brand) 

One Can of cranberry sauce 
Turkey gravy (can or carton) NO GLASS JARS, PLEASE 

One can of green beans (38 oz. Can) 
Two boxes of Jiffy corn muffin mix (8.5 oz. Size box) 

One box of instant mashed potatoes (about 13.75 oz. Size box) 
One box of brownie mix 

 

In addition to in-person donations, items can be ordered 
online and delivered to the church, please mark to Hanne 
Hamlin’s attention. The church address can be found on 
the last page of the newsletter.  
Monetary donations can also be made, please make 
checks payable to Epiphany Lutheran Church, with 
“Thanksgiving” on the memo line. Checks can be placed 
in the drop off box outside the office. Monetary donations 
can also be made online at https://
epiphanylutheranchurchmycheddarup.com.  Monetary 
donations will be used to buy items not collected and to 
purchase gift cards for families to buy a turkey. Thanksgiving meals will be distributed through HEARTH 
(Henrico Emergency Assistance to Reduce the Risk of Homelessness) and Encircle (formerly known as 
Lutheran Family Services) foster families. We hope you will consider taking a bag or making a donation. 
Please have your donations at church no later than November13th. 
Brenda Barnes can be contacted at brendabarnes101@gmail.com for more information.  
 

Please join the Community Service team in Price Hall at 9:45 on Sunday, November 13th as we gather 
to pack Thanksgiving meal boxes. 
We hope to see you there! 
 

https://epiphanylutheranchurchmycheddarup.com
https://epiphanylutheranchurchmycheddarup.com
mailto:brendabarnes101@gmail.com
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MICAH 

“Inside every student is a Graduate” 

     Most of us are aware that many students regressed, especially in reading, during covid and 

school disruptions.  Richmond Public Schools reported that less than 50% of students are reading 

on track with their grade level.  A one-on-one relationship with a caring adult has proven 

beneficial for improved learning.   Can Epiphany help? 

Ways to get involved: 

Book Buddy – listen/read with 1 or 2 students; 30” interval 

Math Tutor – assist a teacher as needed 

Tiger Store – help with student to select item to buy; TBD 

Library Media - help students to select book; help shelve books 

Classroom volunteer – aide a teacher 

Book Fair – TBD 

     Ashley Johnson, CIS (Community in Schools) personnel at SES, listed additional ways we can 

contribute to the school: 

Oopsie Kits – donations of underwear, wipes, socks, and other clothing items for children who 

have accidents during the day; 

Disinfection and Sanitation – donations of disinfecting and sanitary items. 

The Micah team at Epiphany appreciates the congregation’s response and support of Micah’s 

program at Southampton.  Members of the team are Marilyn Gloyer, Cheryl Hamm, Kelly Helberg, 

Cindy McClintock, Carol McKean, Betsy Rhodes, Kim Schultz, Jean Smith, Sally Trone and Mary 

Sue Oehler (msoehler3@gmail.com (questions welcome). 

 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Liberation Veteran Services Meal 

Please help provide some of the meal items for the dinner on November 29.  

Here is the link to sign up! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-liberation5 

 for one or more of the menu items to help feed the veterans. 

Epiphany provides the meal on the fifth Tuesday of the month.  

mailto:msoehler3@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-liberation5
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LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule 
and is not currently open on Wednesdays and 
Fridays which were Epiphany’s regular volunteer 
days at the Community Food Pantry.  
We have now been asked to help one Thursday 
each month.  

For additional information, call the pantry at 804-
565-8007. Inclement weather? Check channel 8 
for closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Epiphany’s upcoming volunteer dates for LAMB’s 
Basket are on Thursdays; 10 am to Noon. 

 

November 17       December 22 
 

Sign up in the Commons to volunteer. 
 
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Ongoing needs: pasta sauce, spaghetti, Mac and Cheese, canned fruit and canned chicken 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those in need of 
God’s embrace. 

  

This month our group will meet in the Commons on the third Tuesday of the month in the Commons at 11:00 
am, November 15th. There is always room for at least 1 or 2 more so please don't hesitate to attend. Lessons 
will also be offered. We would love to teach the youth of our church to knit or crochet.  If you would like to 
learn this art, please either call me or attend our meeting.  If you would like to work from home and not 
attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one of our members also. 
 

We are interested in sharing our shawls with the Epiphany homebound. Let us 
know if you know of someone that would benefit from our shawls. We are 
blessed to have such workmanship. 
 
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care 
about:  those with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; those who 
travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; graduate; 
newlyweds; to name a few. 
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I DON’T WANT TO ASK ANYONE TO HELP ME 

Every once in a while an individual may need a person to help him or her.  
The help may be requested for a project of some kind, for moving to a 
new home, for a car ride, for completing an assignment, or for babysitting 
the kids. Family members, friends, and neighbors are generous people, 
and helping others is what we do well.  Thank you! 
 
Suppose your need for help is something different, something more personal that you are hesitant to share 
with others. Your problem may be viewed as a sign of weakness in you, a vulnerability that you don’t want to 
talk about. So talking with someone, anyone, about it is the last thing on your mind. Right? 
A family illness, job issues, anxiety, divorce, grief from a lost loved one, loneliness, and more are some of 
the problems that confront us in our daily lives. You need to talk to someone to let your feelings out—and 
allow God to come in. More importantly, you need someone to LISTEN to you without judgment and in total 
confidence. 
 
A Stephen Minister is here for you. 
 
Epiphany’s Stephen Ministers are trained and commissioned to provide comfort to a person who is hurting 
and in need. Only you and your Stephen Minister will get together once a week, in private, to talk about your 
situation.  The Stephen Minister will show up, but the one who will be helping you is God through the Holy 
Spirit (Peter 5:7—Cast all your anxiety on God because He cares for you.). 
 
If you are interested in having a Stephen Minister visit with you or want to know more about the program, 
please contact Pastor Phillip, Ben Droste, or any of our Stephen Ministers (Carol Mawyer, Jeanette Linka, 
Diane Dillard, Martine Harris, Ruth Hobson, Joan Bark, Corky McCullough, Wayne Shimko, Lyle Gleason, 
Dave Schiller, and Kenny Martin). 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 
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Nursery School News 

October has been a busy and fun-filled month at ELNS. We  spent 
time learning about pumpkins and doing numerous pumpkin-
related art projects, lessons, and units. Some of our classes even 
did some pumpkin carving and some pumpkin science 
experiments. Of course, we also participated in many spooktacular 
activities in our classes as the excitement built throughout the 
month for Halloween. At ELNS, that frenzy culminated in our 
Halloween Parade. All students and staff were invited to wear 
their costumes and we had a little parade for our parents and 
families to watch.  We were so excited to be able to do this in 
person again this year with our families here to cheer us on! For 
the past few years we have recorded it and shared the video but 
this year everyone was able to join us and we even had a picnic 

afterward for all of our families to enjoy together.  
   
In November, our school theme will be  thankfulness. We will take time to remember the many things for 
which we can be thankful as well as find ways to share our blessings with others. Each class will make a 
turkey box and work throughout the month to fill it with food and items that can be donated to the food pantry.  
Our students will also use their art skills this month to create Thanksgiving cards that will be placed in the 
Thanksgiving food boxes given to families through the efforts of the community service team. 

 

Turkeys will also be at the top of our thoughts in November as we prepare for 
Thanksgiving! There will no doubt be lots of turkeys created in a variety of ways in 
our classes as well as some gobbler related songs and stories shared. Each classroom 
learns about the season in different ways with some classes learning about 
traditional thanksgiving foods and habits, some learning about the historical 
participants in Thanksgiving, and some talking about the manners expected of us 
when we sit down with our family to share the Thanksgiving meal no matter what 
that might look like in our home. Learning to use “please” and  “thank you” is  also  
another way to show we are thankful each and every day. We are also excited to be 
welcoming back Tom & Norene Girton again this year as our special guests. They 
will be teaching our older students a bit about Native American life and culture.  
 
 

We wish you and your family a happy Thanksgiving as we all take time to remember and be thankful for our 
many blessings!   
 
Sincerely,  
Melinda Martin 
Program Director 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  
jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Sarah E. Lang 
slang@epiphanyelca.org 

Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Office Administrator - Hanne Hamlin,  
hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  
dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 

Facilities Manager - Rob Hamlin 
rhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

 Technology and Media Support - Turner Barger 
tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Members in Our Prayers 

We will be in the office during these listed times. 

9 am - 3 pm Monday through Thursday 

9 am - Noon on Friday (Pastors off on Fridays) 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

 

 

 

In-Person Worship Times  
 

September 11 - May 21 

8:30 am and 11:00 am 
 
 

Online Worship Times on YouTube  
 

September 11 - May 21 
11:00 am.  

 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

