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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

November 2020 
Words from Our Pastor 
One of my favorite movie scenes of all time is in the 2003 Pixar film Finding Nemo. 
Marlin, the nervous and worry-wort father clownfish, is on a quest to locate his son. At one 
point he finds himself in the throat of a whale with his hapless travel companion Dori. The 
water level is sinking fast and their fate seems to be sealed. To make matters worse, Dori is 
claiming she knows how to speak the whale’s language even though it sounds foolish. At 
one point the whale seems to be sucking them further into his belly—down into the 
unknown—and the two can’t agree on what their next step should be. Dori is convinced 
they need to “let go” and trust the whale. Marlin wants to hold on for dear life to what he 
knows. Dori assures him, “Everything is going to be alright.” 
 

“How do you know?” Marlin asks worriedly. “How do you know something bad isn’t going to happen??”  

 

“I don’t,” Dori responds bluntly. 
 

For me, that scene drives right to the heart of the gospel message. Trusting God does not mean believing 
“nothing bad will happen” or that we’ll make all the right decisions all of the time. Trusting God doesn’t 
involve empty platitudes and easy answers. Trusting God means knowing a Lord who can get us through any 
bad thing that does happen. Trusting God means knowing that because Jesus is risen, everything eventually 
will be alright, even though the next several steps may take us further and further into a dark and frightening 
unknown. It is not our luck or skill or knowledge or positive thinking that will remove from us any difficulty 
(which is what Marlin believes), but the darkness-conquering God who will bring us through. 
 

I could be wrong, but this is where I feel we might be at the moment—in the belly of a whale too large for us 
to see completely, too powerful for us to be able to steer. The COVID pandemic is predicted to get worse 
over the next few months. Schools are functioning in a strange new virtual or hybrid territory that is 
burdensome and confusing. Even our national political situation is tense and uncertain. What many thought at 
first might be a one- or two-month-long temporary shutdown is now turning out to be a completely different 
kind of lifestyle. How do we know something bad won’t happen in the days or months to come? The truth is 
we don’t. In fact, we are almost certain something bad will happen. But forward we go anyway. And, quite 
honestly, bad things have already happened and…here we are. 
 

As we barrel toward the two biggest holidays of the year and then the uncertainty that greets us in 2021, I 
pray you will join me in hearing Dori’s wisdom and placing our future in the hands of a powerful God who 
himself has undergone the great uncertainty of the cross. Let us invite each other to continue as companions 
on this journey knowing that Jesus will see us through. The apostle Paul, in Romans, phrases it best: “We 
boast [amidst] our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us” (Romans 5:3-5). Let us not forget 
our hope. Look at our endurance so far! 
 

We have great opportunity before us. We can try to cling to what we had prior to COVID, waiting for all the 
old ministries to resume, resisting the changes that are upon us, or we can embrace new kinds of ministries—
and maybe even new staff!—and see where they lead. We can hold back, seized with fear, seeing how far our 
former energy and visions can take us, or we can step up and try new things and give a bit more of ourselves. 
We can resist our sufferings or we can choose to praise God amidst them. Dori promises the glory of the 
cross: everything is going to be alright. Even if bad things do happen. 
 

But, just for the record, I don’t think many bad things will. We will walk, worship, and witness, just like 
always because we are claimed by a God who is always Finding Us. 
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

Pastor Phillip 
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Finance Ministry 

 

 

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we had to cancel all in person church services beginning March 12th.  Limited 
in person services resumed July 19th. 
For the month of October, we had receipts of $65,538 which was 102% of our monthly budgeted amount of 
$64,404.  Expenses were $50,712 and $11,537 favorable. 
YTD October, we had receipts of $542,158 which was 85% of our budgeted receipts of $638,334 and 13% 
lower than 2019.  Expenses were $550,608 and $640,158 favorable to plan. 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
• Christian Ed/Youth was $15,252 favorable due to savings of $7,000 in curriculum, $5,000 in VBS and 

$6,000 in Youth. 
• Property Expense was favorable $33,059 due primarily to favorable Grounds $16,600, Janitorial $6,700, 

Building/Equip $6,400 & Utility expense $6,400. 
• Admin was favorable $3,796 due to savings across most categories. 
• Personnel Staff Expense was favorable $20,437 due to open Christian Ed position. 
YTD October is a net deficit in net income of $8,449. All expense categories are favorable to plan and we 
continue to proactively manage our spending in light of the current environment. 
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Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
 
Children’s Corner 
The Singing Saints will continue our Zoom meetings for the first three 
Wednesdays in November. This does not include singing as it doesn’t work 
well in that environment. These are theme nights and a little trivia and music 
education (among other things). The meetings are 6:30 on Wednesdays. If you 
are interested in joining and not receiving the links, please contact Mr. Kevin at 
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org to be added! 
 

Our themes for November will be as follows: 
November 4 – Favorite United States Historical Character 
November 11 – Favorite Bible Story 
November 18 – Thanksgiving favorites, traditions, etc. 
 

“Steel Crossticks” will continue meeting on Thursdays from 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. We will meet 
November 5, 12, and 19. This meeting continues IN PERSON (!!) and takes place in the 
courtyard at church. Drummers must wear a mask and are socially distanced. This has been 
going well, and we will probably be moving to the new Gathering Space inside or Price Hall 
as we move into the winter months – same safety requirements will be followed.  If you are 
still interested in joining the drumming group, please let Mr. Kevin know at 
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. It is important to let him know this as we will need to order more 
equipment if we have more people. Thanks! 
 

Cherub Choir is not meeting at this time.     
 

 

It is highly likely that we will starting our Junior Handbells again after Christmas. 
So keep your eyes peeled for that opportunity – we can play even when we can’t sing! 
 
Singers – Everyone welcome! 
We have restarted the adult fellowship time for those who enjoy singing.  We meet 
Wednesday evenings via Zoom. Again, due to technology, we don’t actually sing on 
these calls. We share with each other, learn a little music history or trivia, and have a 
little devotion/Bible time as well. Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join. If 
you are not receiving the links and are interested, please contact Kevin at 
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org.   
 
 

Music Minute 
Plans are that Music Minute will continue to air Saturday evenings at 7:00 p.m. If you play an instrument and 
would like to partner for this time, please contact Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. We would love to 
include you and your talents! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Sunday Morning Nursery Option During Our 10 am Worship 

In November, we are not able to provide Nursery care during our In-Person Worship Service.  

Beginning in December, if you would like to use the nursery on a Sunday morning, please contact Beth 

(bbarger@epiphanyelca.org.) by noon on Thursday of each week to reserve a spot for your child.  

We are happy to provide this ministry as needed and with appropriate precautions in place.  

Singing during the pandemic 
“But why can’t we sing in church?”  “Other churches are doing it.” “I think it is perfectly safe to sing together 
in worship.”   
 

These are all questions or statements that we have maybe all wanted to ask or say during the past eight months. 
As Lutherans, singing is a key element to our worshipping lives and communities. 
It has been hard, to say the least, to not join in assembly singing when it is part of 
our core.   
 

Unfortunately, singing has been shown in numerous situations to result in many 
participants ending up with COVID-19.  When we sing, we all produce many more 
aerosols and droplets than we do during regular conversations.  COVID-19 has 
been shown to be transmitted most commonly via respiratory interactions.  Whether 
or not the transmission occurs due to the actual act of singing or due to the acts of 
gathering, communicating and just being together really doesn’t matter.  The 
important point is that the combination of all those things would make our 
sanctuary a haven for the disease to be passed if we were singing.  There is 
guidance suggesting that even if you are singing with masks outside, individuals 
should be a minimum of ten feet apart.  Without masks, even outside, that increases to 25 feet apart.  Clearly, 
we do not have the space nor the ventilation/filtration that would be required to accomplish this safely in the 
building. 
 

At this time, we still do not know the long-term effects of this disease, but there have been distinct possibilities 
suggested, including lasting damage to the respiratory and circulatory systems, and chronic fatigue.  Because 
there is still so much that we don’t know, coupled with what we do know, we have made conscious decisions 
regarding how we use music in our worship services.  For our love and concern of our neighbor, this includes 
not having assembly singing as we gather in the building at Epiphany.  While that hurts, this pandemic will 
pass, and on the other side of this, we will join our voices together in song – can you imagine how glorious that 
song will be?  

Music Ministry, cont’d 

OFFICIAL NOTICE: The Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

        is set for Sunday, November 15, 2020 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held at noon on November 
15.  
This meeting will be held virtually and details about it will be emailed to the 
congregation at a later date. 
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Faith Formation 

Moms' Bible Study 
Moms' Bible Study is meeting online every other Sunday as we study the 

book, Really Bad Girls of the Bible by Liz Curtis Higgs. The meeting link 

is sent in the weekly church email. 
 

The remaining dates for MBS are Sundays, November 8, 22;  

December 6, 20; January 3, 17 at 3pm via Zoom. 
 

Eight of the Bible’s most notorious females strut across the pages of Really 

Bad Girls of the Bible with troubles that still hit home in the twenty-first 

century. 
 

Moms' Bible Study (MBS) is open to moms of all ages, with kids of all 

ages. Join us!  
 

Interested, have questions, or need help getting a book (yes, we can order 
more)? Contact Amy Boyle aimandbub@msn.com or 804-347-2724.  

Sunday School to Go 
Members of the Faith Formation Ministry Team are assembling monthly Sunday School kits for families to 

use at home. Each kit contains a set of craft ideas and Abraham and Sarah. Our next set of kits, planned for 

December, will focus on Christmas. Thank you to our volunteers who help pack the kits! Families will be 

receiving an email soon for reserving the December kit. 

Please return, reuse or recycle your boxes, thank you!. 

mailto:aimandbub@msn.com
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Faith Formation 

November Baptism Birthdays 

Women’s Ministry 

 

The Clara Sullivan Circle has three Zoom dates set up. Please call Eileen Johnson, 
804-752-6140 or Bonita Wyatt 804-347-5357, for more information. 
 

Margaret Miller Circle will meet virtually Tuesday, November 10th at 11:00 am.  
Ina Berkey will present a program on hymns and carols for the Advent and Christmas 
seasons. All are welcome! If you would like a  Zoom invitation, please contact Donna 
Josephson at dhjosephson11@gmail.com. 
 

Katie Luther Circle will meet via ZOOM on Thursday, November 12 at 7 pm. If you 
are interested in joining this evening circle, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 804 741 
0276 or tatterh@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:dhjosephson11@gmail.com
mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our 

ministry to and with 7th through 12th 

grade students.  We meet about every 

other week after the second worship 

service for lunch, games, small 

groups, Bible study, service projects, 

activities, songs, and whatever 

activities and adventures to which the 

Spirit leads!  We also participate in 

Virginia Synod retreats and summer 

service trips.   

Pastor Joseph and the Timothy Ministers (adult leaders) are called to serve the EYG community. 

Youth Ministry 

Youth Group Gatherings Continue! 

 

Lil Youths (5-6th grade) – Nov. 8,  

 1-2pm, meet in the field by the Star Lodge 

 

EYG (7-12th grade) – Nov. 15  

 1:30 – 2:30 (because of our congregation 

 meeting at noon), in the field by Star Lodge 

 

All Youth – Nov 29   

 1pm Family Leaf Raking—bring your  

 Family and rake leaves for members of our 
 community  

 

IF YOU ARE NOT GETTING EMAILS ABOUT 

OUR ACTIVITIES AND MINISTRY, CALL THE 
OFFICE 804-282-6066 or EMAIL PASTOR 
JOSEPH epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU . . . 

The current COVID-19 pandemic brings all kinds of problems and anxieties to 
each of us, and we sometimes struggle to find ways to cope and new ways to 
get things done. Epiphany’s STEPHEN MINISTERS are here for you.  We are 
trained to provide Christian Caring to people who are hurting and  to people 
who are in need. A Stephen Minister will talk with you in complete 
confidence, will listen to your situation, and will pray with you and for you. A 

Stephen Minister will talk with you just one time if you prefer, but most of the time the talk will be for several 
weeks, over many months, for as long as you need someone to be with you. You are not alone—we are here 
for you. 
Please contact Pastor Martin or Ben Droste (ben9114@comcast.net or 741-3751) if you would like to learn 
more about Stephen Ministry helping you.  

        November 1, All Saints Sunday -  Those We Remember    

Margie Rengnerth  Matt Berryman  Wanda Umlauf 

Martha Gladfelter  Jack Leigh   Betty Allan 

Cheryl Froom   Rob Burger   Lunette Edwards 

Kitti Williamson  Joe Meindl 

mailto:ben9114@comcast.net
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Nursery School News 

October has been a busy and fun-filled month at ELNS.  We  spent time 
learning about pumpkins and doing numerous pumpkin-related art 
projects, lessons, and units. Some of our classes even did some 
pumpkin carving.  Of course, we also participated in many spooktacular 
activities in our classes as the excitement built throughout the month for 
Halloween.  At ELNS, that frenzy culminated in our costume day 
events.  All students and staff were invited to wear their costumes and 
we had a little parade through the church hallways since the weather 
kept us inside that day.  We also had special treats, a spooky story time, 
and some special activities  in each class.  We even produced a video of 
our costume parade so our parents and families (who couldn’t attend 
this year due to COVID regulations) were able to be part of the fun. 
 
In November, our school theme will be  thankfulness.  We will take 
time to remember the many things for which we can be thankful as well 
as find ways to share our blessings with others.  Each class will make a 
turkey box and work throughout the month to fill it with food and items 
that can be donated to the food pantry. 
 

 
Turkeys will also be at the top of our thoughts in November as we prepare for 
Thanksgiving!  There will no doubt be lots of turkeys created in a variety of ways in our 
classes as well as some gobbler related songs and stories shared.  Each classroom learns 
about the season in different ways with some classes learning about traditional 
thanksgiving foods and habits, some learning about the historical participants in 
Thanksgiving, and some talking about the manners expected of us when we sit down with 
our family to share the Thanksgiving meal no matter what that might look like in our 

home. Learning to use “please” and  “thank you” is  also  another way to show we are thankful each and every 
day.    
 
As we at ELNS count our blessings this season, your support is certainly something for which we are thankful.  
We appreciate the many ways in which members have already 
show us their love and support as we have re-opened this year.  
Members of Epiphany have helped us move furniture, make repairs, 
and gather supplies while others have supported us financially with 
their donations.  We are also ever grateful for the members of 
Epiphany who volunteer their time on our ELNS Board as they help 
us make the best decisions for the school and support the teachers 
and staff throughout the year.   
May your blessings be many this season and always.  Happy 
Thanksgiving!  
Sincerely,  
Melinda Martin 
Program Director 
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Community Service Ministry 

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday and 
third Wednesday of each month to the Community 
Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in Price Hall. 
For additional information, call the pantry at 565-
8007. Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule and 
are not open on Wednesday or Friday. Please 
volunteer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am to Noon 
or as you are available. 
 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

Christmas Giving Tree 

We are once again partnering with Welborne United Methodist Church to offer our Christmas Giving Tree 
ministry for the families at Ridge Elementary. This year we cannot safely collect and distribute gifts in person, 
so we are asking for donations of $25 Walmart gift cards. Our goal is to collect 470 gift cards between the two 
churches so each student receives one. Many of the families at Ridge can walk to the Walmart on Parham 
Road so they can use the $25 gift card for anything they need to help them through the holidays.   

We know many of you will ask if you can give gift cards in different amounts. We would like each Walmart 
gift card to be for $25, but you can feel free to donate as many $25 gift cards as you choose. Using the $25 
increment will make it for an equitable distribution of gifts to each family. 

There are four ways you can give $25 Walmart gift cards: 

• Pick up the gift card and drop it off at church. You can place them in the Church Office Message Dropbox 
outside the office door. 

 

• Order the gift card online and have it delivered to church https://www.walmart.com/ip/Charitable-25-
Walmart-Gift-Card-Alcohol-Tobacco-Lottery-Firearms-Prohibited-In-Store-Redemption/123045072 

 

• Send a check to church made out to Epiphany Lutheran with “Giving Tree” in the memo line 
Use the Cheddar Up link: 
https://giving-tree-41027.cheddarup.com 
 

• to donate online and allocate it for “Giving Tree”  
All Gift cards must be to church on or before DECEMBER 6, 
2020.   
 

We are so thankful for your loving support of the families in our 
community who need help during the holidays. If you have any 
questions, please contact Amy Boyle at aimandbub@msn.com or 
Emily Dietrick at emilyrdietrick@gmail.com 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.walmart.com_ip_Charitable-2D25-2DWalmart-2DGift-2DCard-2DAlcohol-2DTobacco-2DLottery-2DFirearms-2DProhibited-2DIn-2DStore-2DRedemption_123045072&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.walmart.com_ip_Charitable-2D25-2DWalmart-2DGift-2DCard-2DAlcohol-2DTobacco-2DLottery-2DFirearms-2DProhibited-2DIn-2DStore-2DRedemption_123045072&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=
https://giving-tree-41027.cheddarup.com
mailto:aimandbub@msn.com
mailto:emilyrdietrick@gmail.com
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Continuing in Epiphany’s tradition of providing a Thanksgiving meal for our neighbors in need, the Community 
Service team will be collecting non-perishable food items for Thanksgiving meal baskets. 
 

Starting on Sunday, November 1, grocery bags will be available for pick up on the table to the left of the doors 
as you exit the sanctuary. These bags will have an attached list of the items needed to provide a family of six a 
meal. Please consider purchasing all items on the list or as many as you are able.  
 

This year, in addition to making in-person donations, you can also order food items on-line and have them 
delivered to the church marked to Beth Barger’s attention, church address can be found on the last page of the 
newsletter.  

If you prefer, monetary donations can also be 
made. Please leave checks payable to Epiphany in 
the “message drop box” near the office door. 
Monetary donations can also be made online, that 
link can be found: https://
epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com 

 
Monetary donations are used to buy any food items 
not donated and to purchase gift cards for our 
families to buy a turkey.  
 

Thanksgiving meals will be distributed through 
HEARTH (Henrico Emergency Assistance to Reduce the Risk of Homelessness) and Lutheran Family Service 
foster families. We hope you will consider taking a bag or making a donation.  
 

For more information please contact Brenda Barnes @ 339-1417 or brendabarnes101@gmail.com 
 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKET NEEDS 
 

Two boxes of stuffing mix (such as Stovetop or store brand) 
 Can of cranberry sauce 

Two cans of turkey gravy - NO GLASS JARS, PLEASE 
One large can of green beans 

One large or two small boxes of any corn muffin mix 
 Family size (large) box of instant mashed potatoes 

 Large can of sweet potatoes 
Box of brownie mix 

 

Please have your donations at church no later than Tuesday, November 17th 
 

The Community Service Team thanks you! 

LAMB’s Basket Foood Drive 
October Food Drive Results 

 
We collected 618 pounds of food and $610.  

 
Thank you for your generosity as we help our neighbors in need. 

 

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
MEETING ON ZOOM DURING PANDEMIC!!! 

 
Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those  

in need of God’s embrace. 
 

One of the most important part of our ministry is to offer our 
congregation the opportunity to request a Prayer Shawl for someone 
you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and 
Hanne can assist you with your need. 

 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak 
which envelopes the wearer both physically and spiritually, in prayer 
and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a commanded 
blessing, given by God. 

 

This month our group will meet ON ZOOM on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 a.m., November 17.  
Please let us know if you would like to join us to share your tales through the Pandemic and just keeping us 
abreast of your daily life. It is so important for us to stay in touch though this episode in our lives. Please 
contact Jackie Collins. 
 

During the Pandemic, our ladies have been so busy making prayer shawls, that we donated 12 to Reinhart 
Guest House and 12 to Cedarfield.  We are blessed to have such workmanship. 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

 

MICAH 
A Unique “School Year” 

 
September, 2020, Epiphany began its 8th year in partnership with Southampton Elementary 
School and MICAH, and that school year will end in June, 2021.  A school year has its unique 
pattern and rhythm and changes little from year to year.  However, the specific events do 
change and each year does establish its own school calendar.  As volunteers at Southampton, 
the school calendar is our guide that keeps us tuned in to what is coming up.  BUT since 
March through the present, that mechanism has been absent and communication has been 

more difficult.  Epiphany’s volunteers have had no opportunity to work with students and/or teachers.  
Usually by this month Epiphany would have four to six or more weekly tutors or 
classroom aides seeing students regularly.  We would be helping in the Tiger Store or be 
gearing up for Dr. Seuss Day, March 2nd.   As we members of Epiphany miss our face to 
face worship times and experiences, so we volunteers miss our presence at Southampton.  
WE ESPECIALLY MISS THE STUDENTS! 
 
How can we help?  Many continue volunteering in ways that are helping with food 
distribution and other activities. If any of you have books you think appropriate and in good condition that 
you would like to donate to our next Dr. Seuss Day, we will be happy to accept them.  
 

BE KIND TO TEACHERS 
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We Need Your Support Today,  
Because The World Needs Caroline Furnace Tomorrow. 

For the first time in over sixty years, we did not have overnight Summer Camp in Fort Valley. However, we 
have found new ways to gather and live out our mission during this unusual season: 
• We hired our full summer staff, which was made possible by the congregations who 
sponsored a counselor for the summer. This allowed us to adapt to new ministry 
opportunities and be prepared for a number of alternatives. 
• Our counselors led an online Camp at 
Home and Leaders in Training (LIT!) 
program: six weeks with 125 campers, 
including 26 Confirmation campers.  
• We have been hosting Family 
Retreats each weekend at the 
Farmhouse, Cabin Village, and Sukkah 

Village. So far, more than 25 families have spent time 
together at camp during the pandemic. 
• Our staff have made a number of significant property 
improvements. Summer work crews helped with Moyer 
Lodge renovations, trail work, deep cleaning, 
landscaping, completion of the Prayer Path, and more.  
 

As beautifully stated by our 2020 Summer Staff in their 
Unity Covenant, “We are joining a camp family that goes 
back generations. We recognize the importance and 
impact of Caroline Furnace’s mission on the generations 
who have come through this place. We realize this 
mission holds even more importance and weight in our 
current environment.” 
 

A message from Tom Powell, Executive Director: 
The Board of Directors and staff are proactively planning 
how to lead your outdoor ministry through the long-term 
effects of this pandemic. To reach 2022, we must raise $200,000 by March 2021 in order to maintain 
continuity over the next 12 to 18 months. We ask for your generous support in this fundraising campaign.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of your outdoor ministry! So far, we have raised over $40,000, with 
individual and organization gifts ranging from $20 to $15,000. To reach 2022, we must raise $200,000 by 
March 2021 in order to maintain continuity over the next 12 to 18 months. 
Caroline Furnace is YOUR outdoor ministry. As friends, neighbors, and partners, this is your story, and it is 
up to you to continue it. Help us reach next summer and keep the legacy and tradition of Caroline Furnace 
alive for generations to come. 
 

Visit the link below to see the many ways to help the camp or send a check to: 
2239 Camp Roosevelt Rd. Fort Valley, VA 22652 
https://www.carolinefurnace.org/donate 
 

Thank you for your continued support of your outdoor ministry! So far, we have raised over $40,000, with 
individual and organization gifts ranging from $20 to $15,000. To reach 2022, we must raise $200,000 by 
March 2021 in order to maintain continuity over the next 12 to 18 months. 
 

Caroline Furnace is YOUR outdoor ministry. As friends, neighbors, and partners, this is your story, and it is 
up to you to continue it. Help us reach next summer and keep the legacy and tradition of Caroline Furnace 
alive for generations to come. 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 
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Epiphany Blood Drive 

Many, many thanks to all who so generously gave at our October blood 
drive. 
I salute your dedication and patience. You really do make a difference to 
so many in need.   
We collected 24 units which means over 70 individuals in our 
community will benefit. 
Thank you also for making this Epiphany's most successful year for 
blood donation with a total of 86 units collected. 
Your continued support for this critical mission is remarkable and greatly appreciated! 
 
Carl Erickson 
 
PS.  Next drive is January 17, 2021. Mark your calendar! 
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Members in Our Prayers 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  

pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  

jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  

kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,  

hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Faith Formation Ministries - 

vacant 
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  

dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 
Facilities Manager - Tod Mitchell 

tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org 

Technology Assistant Intern - Turner Barger 

tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Although our office is functioning on a reduced schedule 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be in the office 

during these listed times. 

Monday -Thursday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Pastor Phillip 

will be in the office. 

Pastor Joseph is available by appointment. 

Hanne will be in the office, Monday - Thursday, 9 am - 1 

pm and  Friday: 9:00 am - Noon.  

Beth is in the office, Monday - Thursday, 12Noon - 3 pm. 
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In-Person Worship Times during 

these unprecedented times: 
Sunday 10:00 am.  

Must sign up, please contact the 
church office. 

Come join us on YouTube or  
Facebook at 10:30 am.  

 

a congregation of the ELCA 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

November 10,1950 - Shortly after the Lutheran Synod of Virginia approved the formation of a congregation in 
western Henrico, the Synod bought a site known as the Duntreath property.  Some time later another site 
consisting of 11 acres at the western end of Monument Avenue was also purchased. This was the Overbrook 
Estate. The Dontreath property was sold to the Presbyterians and today in the site of Tuckahoe Presbyterian 
Church. The Overbrook Estate at Monument Avenue and Horsepen Road was retained. On this property there 
stood an eighteen room residence, a six room caretaker's cottage, a six car garage with a three room apartment 
over it, a stable and several smaller buildings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

