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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy 

May 2017 
 

You are invited to join us at the  

CONGREGATIONAL SPRING BANQUET 

Sunday, May 21 

HONORING OUR CONFIRMANDS, 

CONFIRMATION MENTORS  

AND FAITH FORMATION LEADERS 

On May 21 the young people who have spent the last two years in 

special study 

for the affirmation of their baptism will be confirmed. 

In celebration of this event, a congregational banquet hosted by the first year class is being planned to 

honor them and their mentors.  

We will also recognize those who served on Sunday School Teaching Teams 

and as Adult Faith Formation Leaders.  

All members and family guests are invited to the banquet which will be in Price Hall 

immediately following the 11 am service. 
 

Please make your reservation for the banquet by using the reservation sheet in the Commons or by contacting 

the church office at 282-6066, or churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org by May 15. 

 

The second year Confirmation Class includes:  Jessica Alexander, Emil Baggs, Turner Barger, Sarah Newkirk, 

Jackson Thurman, Aidan Wheeler, and Justin Wood. 

SPRING/SUMMER WORSHIP TIME BEGINS ON MAY 28 AND CONTINUES 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 3! 

 

Early Service remains at 8:30 am  

Late Service begins at 10:30 am 
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Thoughts on children in worship 
 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    sanctify a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; 
    assemble the aged; 
gather the children, 
    even infants at the breast. Joel 2:15-16 
 
You may recognize this passage from the Old Testament prophet Joel as one of 
our readings each Ash Wednesday. In it the prophet is calling the people of God 
to a special worship service for repentance and forgiveness, and he thinks it is 
important that all ages are included and present. It’s a compelling image to me, 
and when I hear it each Ash Wednesday I can’t help but think about the complexion of Epiphany’s worship 
every Sunday. When it comes to the diversity of ages in our weekly worship, Epiphany is a sight to behold. On 
a regular basis the people in our pews span almost a complete century. We have infants who are still 
breastfeeding alongside folks in their mid-nineties who are using walkers and wheelchairs, not to mention 
every age and stage in between. More often than not, when I’m standing at the altar to receive the offering 
plates, I watch as a young acolyte receives an offering plate from an usher who is even younger. The words of 
Joel flash through my mind again. 
 
Have you ever stopped to think about how blessed we are in that respect? It’s easy to take it for granted. Show 
me another place in our culture today where people of such a wide range of age groups are gathered together 
and who are furthermore actually engaged in the same activity. Many other congregations, in fact, segregate 
their worship services by age, either holding Sunday School at the same time as a worship service or formally 
ushering young children out during most or all of the liturgy. Epiphany offers a well-staffed nursery for 
parents who would like to use it (and I know my family does on occasion!), but by and large our assembly 
each week looks a whole lot like the congregation Joel seeks. Families worship the Lord together. Pewmates 
get to know each other. I often hear comments about the strength of our youth program and the faith displayed 
by our middle and high school youth. Could it be that there is a connection between those things and the fact 
children are welcome in our worship at such a young age?  
 
Epiphany has managed to raise a generation or more of youth who understand on a deep level the sanctuary is 
not just for adults. It is a place where all voices are joined in praise of God, where the gifts and cognitive levels 
of all have a place. In fact, any worship that only engages a specific age or intelligence range probably needs 
to be re-thought. Such a worship service is probably more focused on treating the people seated in the pews as 
an audience that needs to be entertained or educated rather than as the chief participants in a pageant of 
thanksgiving and praise directed at God. 
 
And yet…I know how challenging it can sometimes be to worship with so many young children present in the 
pews. Kids are squirmy and long periods of silent reflection are challenging. People do need to hear words of 
inspiration and savor times of peacefulness as they worship, and parents often grow frustrated that they 
themselves are not “getting much out of worship.” A child’s temporary outburst may disturb other worshippers 
(and make parents feel even more awkward). I think these will always be challenges for any congregation that 
is committed to embodying the type of gathering that Joel envisions. At this point it is probably wise to 
remember…all ages have the capacity to be distracting in worship!  
 
As a worship leader who is typically up front all the time, I am rarely cognizant of what is happening in the 
pews, but I do know this: no word I say on any given Sunday morning is more important than the presence of a 
child in God’s house. Nothing a worship leader might proclaim is more meaningful than the actual gathering 
of the aged and infants together. It seems to me we would want our children to understand themselves as a part 

Words from our Pastor 
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of God’s flock that “kneels before the Lord our Maker” (Psalm 95) so that they carry their faith into adulthood. 
Sending the message that they are part of the flock while the flock is actually together in the sanctuary 
probably does more toward accomplishing that goal than just about anything else. 
 
When we say that our objective in worship is “to glorify God through Word and sacrament with faithful and 
active participation from all people” I believe Epiphany fully understands that includes all ages, and I give 
thanks for that. Children are welcome in worship here, and the adults around them take seriously their special 
responsibility in teaching them how to worship in community. The worship bags, available on wall hooks in 
the narthex, are one way to introduce little ones to a liturgical worship format and to occupy them quietly 
during certain parts of the service. When it’s time to sing a hymn or pass the peace, for example, adults can 
show young readers how to follow along. Coloring the bulletin covers, which are often drawn by children, is a 
good way to reinforce the day’s message for young ones. If you have a particularly active child, see if they 
might be interested in serving alongside you as an usher. One great benefit of a traditional liturgical worship 
format like ours is that it is very multi-sensory and provides time for movement. All that being said, if a parent 
wants to place their child(ren) in the care of the nursery, or momentarily take them to the Commons or narthex, 
then no one should bear any shame for that, either. We can all be flexible and gracious with each other. 
 
Many of the models on church growth say that the quickest way to increase worship attendance is to provide 
children’s ministry during the regular worship time. While that may influence numbers in the short-term, I 
question what such a strategy does for Christian discipleship and faith formation in the long run. I think there 
is inestimable benefit in having a whole family gathered in the Lord’s presence. I am glad to serve a 
congregation that has committed to embodying what I see as a more biblical model of worship, that values the 
presence (and sometimes even the energy and noise!) that all age groups bring before the Lord. This helps us 
all walk the journey, worship the Christ, and witness with joy...as one.  
 
Yours in Christ’s Service, 
Phillip Martin 

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank church members for 
their feedback on the annual Consecration Dinner that was held in 

December.  

The dinner is always well received in terms of its food offerings and its 
ability to bring together families to celebrate Advent, our congregation’s 
gifts, and the illumination of our O Little Town of Bethlehem display. 

However, it can be challenging for families to attend the dinner with so 
many other December activities consuming their calendars.  

As a result, the Stewardship Committee has decided to change the Consecration Dinner to a Consecration 

Gathering that will follow the 11:00 service on January 21, 2018. Instead of serving a sit-down meal, we 

will have a light lunch and desserts. Our hope is that by shifting the event to January, we will have increased 
attendance, and that by moving away from assigned table seating, we can encourage more movement and 
conversation, and increased fellowship among those attending the gathering. While this ‘uncouples’ the 

Consecration Dinner from Epiphany’s Grand Illumination event, please don’t despair! The Grand Illumination 
will still occur as we celebrate the coming of Christ this December.    

Stewardship Ministry 

Words from our Pastor, continued 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
Ascension Day “Beating of the Bounds”– May 25  
  
All Epiphany members and friends are invited to join the 
pastors as they undertake the ancient church custom of 
“Beating the Bounds.”  
  
In the old days, beating the Bounds was a formal way for 
pastors and leaders of a congregation to re-familiarize 
themselves with the territory and outer limits of their parish. 
It was also a way for pastors to reconnect with people outside 
the church’s four walls.  
  
This tradition has ties to the meaning of Christ’s Ascension.  
Forty days after his resurrection, when Christ is taken into 
heaven, he instructs his disciples and says, “You will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  Still today, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, the church is called to spread the gospel far and wide.  
  
Of course, Lutheran congregations in America stopped operating with strict geographical boundaries decades 
ago, and many people these days worship in and join congregations that are many miles from their homes.  
Some of us even pass other Lutheran congregations on the way to Epiphany. No parishes we know still 
practice the Beating of the Bounds. 
  
Nevertheless, we think it is good for us to be reminded of the particular features of the area Epiphany serves, 
to come into contact with that area, to listen to it, to observe its challenges. Therefore, on this Ascension 
Day, May 25, your pastors will be “beating the bounds” of Epiphany’s “parish.” We will spend the day 
driving the perimeter (or close to it) of the Richmond metro area and stopping occasionally for conversation 
and meals and prayers for our communities. We had wonderful participation when we did this last year and 
look forward to seeing you again this time. 
  
We will be open for conversation and will have a brief Bible study available for discussion and fellowship. 
We believe this example of “church on the road” will give us a greater appreciation of how far some of our 
members drive to take part in Epiphany’s ministries and we also look forward to being “out of the church 
building” and closer to where you live and work and play…at least for a few hours. We would love for you to 
join us on Ascension Day. 
 
Our schedule for Beating the Bounds on Thursday, May 25, is as follows: 
  
9:00am – breakfast at IHOP in Mechanicsville (7401 Sandy Lane, off Mechanicsville Turnpike)  
  
10:30am – Coffee or tea at Ashland Coffee and Tea (10 N Railway Road, Ashland, 23005)  
  
12:00noon – lunch at Panera in Short Pump (11703 W. Broad St. Richmond, 23233) 
  
1:30pm – check in and office hours at home base Epiphany 
  
3:30pm – Coffee/dessert at Starbucks in Midlothian (Bldg 10 WC Commons Way, Midlothian, 23113) 
  
5:30pm – Hardywood Park for supper (2408 Ownby Lane) Food trucks begin service at 5:30. 
  
Easter blessings, 
  
Pastor Phillip and Pastor Joseph 



 5 

 

Finance Ministry 

Update: Recipients for the Lenten Offerings in 2017 

“When schools flourish, all flourishes” (Martin Luther). Martin and Katie Luther were strong proponents of 
education, and often covered tuition and fees for underprivileged students in Wittenberg. For this 500th 

anniversary year of the Reformation, Council and staff decided to allocate the Lenten offerings in support of 
education in two ways.  

• The first $2000 will be given to Godparents For Tanzania, a non-profit started by Lutherans in Virginia 

that helps pay educational expenses for children and youth in Tanzania. One of our members, Jessica Utt, 
serves on the board of Godparents for Tanzania. 

• Any monies collected above $2000 will be distributed evenly to support the education of Epiphany’s own 
Seminarians as they continue their pursuit of degrees in Divinity studies.   

Total given for Lenten Offerings was $10,383.00!  Thank you for your generous giving.  

 

 

 
As of March 31st year to date, our receipts of $168,772 are slightly below budget by $1,423 and expenses of 
$161,252 are $2,734 less than budget giving us a favorable surplus of $1,311. 
 

Regular member giving is $162,954 which is slightly below budget by $1,195 for the year and down <1% vs 
2016 due to timing of Easter which fell in April this year vs. March in 2016.  Total income is $1,423 below 
budget. 
 

Total expenses year to date are $161,252 which is $2,734 below our budget due to favorability in Property 
expenses as we had a mild winter with little snow and timing of expenditures in Christian Ed. 
 

Compared to prior year, total expenses are favorable by $13,218 due to staffing changes and timing of 
insurance payments that hit in Jan 2016. 
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Worship and Music 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT  

Time change for worship 

Please note that our Sunday worship will move from 11:00 am to10:30 
am from Memorial Day (May 28, 2017) weekend through Labor Day 
weekend (September 3, 2017). The first service time remains at 8:30 am. 
 

Children’s Choir Notes 

The Cherub Choir will rehearse on May 3 from 6:30 – 7:00 pm.  
Singing Saints Music Olympics occurs that same night (see below).   
Cherubs will participate in worship on May 21 at both services and 
Singings Saints will participate on May 7 (as part of Youth Sunday).       
 

The Junior Handbell Choir plays in worship on May 7.   
 

Music Olympics…Pass the Torch 

All Singing Saints are reminded that our Annual Music Olympics will take place on Wednesday, May 3 from 
6:00 pm. – 7:30 pm. (Note the extended and different times). This is a fun culmination to a great year of 
learning.     
 

Sundaes on Wednesdays 

To celebrate our music ministry together for this year, we invite all music ministry participants and their 
families to “Sundaes on Wednesday” on May 10, 2017 in Price Hall from 6:00 – 7:00 pm. Please come out and 
enjoy this fellowship and celebration opportunity with your many co-musicians! There is a sign up sheet on the 
table in the Commons. Please sign up by May 7 so we can plan accordingly. There is no cost for this event.  

It’s Summertime already? 

Members of our music groups take a well-deserved break during the summer months. We thank all participants 
in music ministry for their many wonderful contributions to our worship life over the past months.   

As has been our custom, we encourage musicians to share their talents with our congregational family during 
the summer months.  Those of you returning from college, students studying an instrument, those wanting to 
sing special solos, duets, other ensembles, etc. are invited to be active participants in our summer music 
ministry.  Please contact Kevin Barger at 746-5756 to indicate your willingness. There will also be a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board outside the Music Room beginning this month. We look forward to these marvelous 
contributions.   

Kevin Barger, Director of Music Ministry. 

Playing during Sunday Worship 

Altar Care 

The altar care ministry has been trying something different in the manner of 

signing up individuals to serve. Teams have been formed and together they 

decide what two months in the calendar year they will serve. This method 

helps everyone plan ahead and in the meantime they get to know their partner 

better. Other members are encouraged to join this ministry and become part 

of a team.  

Thank you to all who donated the beautiful lilies for the Easter service. They 

added a festive appearance in the chancel and smelled so good.  

June 4th is Pentecost Sunday and many like to wear red that day. Mark your calendars. 
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Stephen Ministry 

The figures are daunting: an estimated 5.4 million Americans have Alzheimer’s disease; it is the sixth leading 

cause of death in this country; one in nine people age 65 and older has Alzheimer’s; Alzheimer’s  is but one of 

80 to 90 forms of dementia. Daunting figures, indeed. 

As part of their continuing education activities the Stephen Ministers have just read When Words Fail—

Practical Ministry to People with Dementia and Their Caregivers and viewed the DVD with the same 

title. These are the products of the training and experiences of the Rev. Kathy Fogg Berry, chaplain for 

memory care at Westminster Canterbury here in Richmond.   

The book and DVD could not have been more aptly named. When 

Words Fail certainly describes the experience of those suffering 

from dementia as their memories drift away like dandelion seed 

puffs taken by the wind  in Rev. Berry’s words. But the title also 

sums up the challenges faced by the family, friends and care givers 

who will at some point find their words  inadequate to summon up 

the now-lost memories of a loved one.  

The sub-title is also spot-on. When Words Fail provide and show a 

practical ministry to people with dementia and their caregivers.  

Most importantly they make clear the challenges we face as a 

people of faith. Berry shares with us the  words of a gentleman 

whose wife suffered a long journey through Alzheimer’s disease:  

“Dementia IS a spiritual issue. Regardless of your faith affiliation, it 

starts with a fear so deep it rocks you. And that is a spiritual 

experience in need of help!” 

What does this mean for Epiphany? One finds it difficult to come to 

terms with what 5.4 million persons with Alzheimer’s means.  

Perhaps the Stephen Ministers got a snap shot of Epiphany as they 

discussed the book and DVD. As we did so, we discovered that 

among the fifteen persons in this ministry, ten have families that 

have been impacted by dementia—a parent, grand-parent, or  in-law who has died or is currently suffering 

from dementia. One does not know how representative that might be for the congregation but it certainly gives 

one pause.   

Woven  into the fabric of When Words Fail—the information and helpful direction it provides—is the call 

for us to focus on our congregation. So what do we see at Epiphany? What are our needs? What are we doing?  

What does our faith compel us to do?     

As a modest beginning, When Words Fail—both the book and DVD—are now available in Epiphany’s 

library. Beginning in September, a Sunday school class will be offered in which we will share the DVD and 

book.   

 

Debbie Pellmann, Stephen Leader         Mike Horacek, Stephen Leader   
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Faith Formation 
 

Epiphany Vacation Bible School 

Registration is Open!  

July 17-21, 2017 

8:45 am—12:00 pm 

We are planning a supercharged week full of 

music, crafts, storytelling and fun! We will share 

stories about God’s Heroes from the Bible and how 

we can be heroes through God.  
  

Participants and Volunteers should register trough our church website http://epiphanyelca.org/learn/children  

Apostles Creed Class for 5th & 6th Graders and Parents 

Sunday, May 7 & 14 

5th & 6th Graders and their parents should plan to join Pastor Phillip and Pastor 

Joseph in Room 200 on Sunday, May 7 at 10:00 am (after the Garden Blessing) 

and Sunday, May 14 at 9:45 to take a closer look at the Apostle’s Creed and its 

importance for the church.   

Oink Oink! That’s Pig for “Thank You!” 

Faith Formation Service Project for Lent  
 

Epiphany’s Pig Pen was a ready to burst with all the filled 

up Piggy Banks that came back to roll in the mud! All the 

contributions in the pigs will be going to ELCA Good Gifts 

to purchase pigs for communities throughout the world.  

Little piglets grow into big pigs fast and when families are provided a pig, it gives them the opportunity to 

raise the pig and take it to the market for income to support the family.  

I believe…. 

Volunteer Heroes are Needed for VBS Hero Central! 
While we are planning this fun filled week for all the children who are going to come sing, dance, learn about 

Jesus, craft, enjoy yummy snacks and make new friends, it is important that we have as many Volunteer 

Heroes as possible to make this week a heroic success.  Whether your gift is traversing the halls with an Age 

Group, leading Storytime or singing and dancing your heart out in music or none of the above—WE NEED 

YOU! There are so many different ways to be a part of the action! So grab your cape and sign up to help, 

whether it is for the whole week or one day—your presence will make a 

difference to the children of our congregation and community. With so many 

different ways to serve—there is Hero Position perfect for you!  

Want to learn more?  

Email Cheryl at cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org or call the Church Office to learn 

about the exciting opportunities we have available!  
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Adult Faith Formation 

Sala Chapel Bible Study 

Tuesday Morning (10:30 am) & Wednesday Evening (6:30 pm)  
 

Our study of Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action will continue through May. Join us as we discover Acts, the 

extraordinary record of what the early church did. The power that we see in action in this book is the same 

power that can transform our lives. Join us Tuesdays at 10:30am and Wednesdays at 6:30pm in Sala Chapel to 

begin to understand what the Holy Spirit can do in you and in the world.  

Thursday Morning Offering 

Uninvited 

Living Loved When You Feel Less Than, Left Out and Lonely 

 

Mom’s Bible Study meets Thursday mornings in Sala Chapel. The nursery 
opens at 9:30 am and discussion starts at 9:45 am. We continue studying  
Uninvited, by Lysa TerKeurst. Through this study, we will look at the ways 
past rejections are not the end of our story as we learn more about the concrete 
truths that remind us we are handpicked by God.  
 

 

Sunday Morning Offerings 
 

Witness with Joy … in Service  

Join us in the Chapel on Sunday, May 7 at 10 am and May 14 at 9:45am to learn 

more about the ways Epiphany is participating in our Congregation, our 

Community and our World as we witness with joy while serving through various 

ministries. You will have the opportunity to hear about specific needs a few of 

these ministries have during the summer and how you may be able to help. 

Information will be available about many of our ministries, but on Sunday, May 7 

we will specifically hear more about Liberation Veterans Services, HHOPE and 

ACTS. Sunday, May 14, we will hear more about LAMB’s Basket, LWR Quilts 

and CARITAS. The Community Service Team would also like to take the 

opportunity to receive your input on Epiphany’s Community Service areas.  

 

New Member Course for New, Newer and Longstanding Members will continue to meet in Price Hall 

through Sunday, May 7, 2017. Come learn or rediscover some of the basics of what Lutherans believe, about 

Grace, the Sacraments and the Word of God in this three week course. Learn how you are a part of our 

Epiphany Community and can Walk the Journey, Worship the Christ and Witness with Joy.  

“You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 
life; and it is they that testify on my behalf.”  

John 5:39 
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APRIL  

  Sunday, April 30 – EYG Gathering and Youth Sunday Preparation 

MAY 

 Saturday, May 6 – Youth Sunday prep:  9am—Noon 

 Sunday, May 7 – YOUTH SUNDAY with Celebration lunch and Gathering to follow! 

Epiphany Youth Group  

 

Look for your REGISTRATION for the 

2018 National Youth Gathering coming 

to your mailbox soon! 

 

All youth in 9th—12th grade for the 

2017-2018 school year are eligible for 

the National Youth Gathering, June 27—

July 1, 2018 in Houston, Texas.  

 

Epiphany’s Summer Service Week in Richmond 
Sunday, July 9 – Friday, July 14, 2017 
 
Join us for a week of service here in Richmond as we will work together each day, 

volunteering at Shalom Farms, Tricycle Gardens, Coal Pit, and LAMB’s Basket, 

visiting folks at nursing homes to sing and play games, and gathering each night back 

on-site at Epiphany for food, fellowship, songs and a special activity each night.   

 

Our guys will stay in the Star Lodge for the week while our girls will stay in Grace House.  We are asking you 

to contribute $50 towards the cost of meals and materials for the week. 

 

Please see Pastor Joseph for the  registration form  and covenant agreement, which are due with a check for $50 

made payable to “Epiphany Lutheran; Memo: Richmond Service Week” in the church office by Sunday, April 

30, 2017.  

 

Please speak with Pr. Joseph if additional financial assistance is needed. 
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Memorial Day Weekend Youth & Family Camping Trip 

Bear Creek Lake State Park  ~  May 27 – May 29  

All are welcome join us. Please sign-up in the Commons. The cost will be $15 per person/night or $30 for a 

family of 3-5/night to be paid to Hanne Hamlin (church office) by  

May 1st. Or join us for the day on Saturday for meals, games, worship, and singing around the campfire! 

May Baptism Birthdays 
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It’s Spring (finally)!  April has been a fun and exciting month. We 
started the month with our annual St. Jude’s Trike-a-thon where we 
raised over $1400 for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. The children 
raised money and then brought their bikes and trikes to school for a 
day. We talked about bike safety and they road through a course in 
the parking lot. We had a later than usual spring break that had 
fantastic weather.  

 

After break we started our life cycle units. 
You will notice that in some of the classrooms we have eggs in an incubator, praying 
mantis egg sacks waiting to hatch and caterpillars that will become butterflies. Other 
classrooms are going to be planting bulbs and watching them grow! 
 
In May we are looking forward to celebrating Teacher Appreciation Week (May 1-5). The 
teachers will be treated a breakfast, a lunch and many other goodies during the week.  
If you would like to help, you should contact Sandy Hinchman at 
sandy.hinchman@gmail.com. We will also have our May Day performance by our  4-year

-old class on May 24 at 11 am. Afterwards, we will have a whole school picnic outside and The Fun Bus will 
come for the children to play on. Anyone is welcome to the performance and/or picnic. We would love to see 
you. 
 

Registration is still ongoing for this year’s summer camp weeks along with next school year. If you would like 
more information about either of these, you can visit our website at epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com or call 
the school at 282-7506. 
 

The month of May will also bring an end to our school year for 2016-2017.  I am looking forward to a relaxing 
yet productive summer and a great 2017-2018! Starting in July, I will have office hours each Wednesday during 
the summer from 9 am – 12 pm.  If you need to get in touch with me over the summer, please stop by one of 
those days or send me an email at elnsdirector@gmail.com.  I will try to get back to you as soon as possible.  
Sincerely, 
Jessica Hendricks 
 

Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School News 

                        WELCA Circles Meet 

The Margaret Miller Circle will meet on May 9, 10:00 am at the home of Donna Josephson. 
Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Ann Decker 266-6007, with any 
questions. 
 

The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 10, 10:00 am in the Star Lodge. 
Questions? Call Eileen Johnson 752-6140 or Leanne Spletzer 254-2849. New members and 
guests are always welcome.  
 

The Katie Luther Circle meets on Thursday, May 11 at 6 PM at Tatter Hartmann's home. If you are 

interested in joining our evening circle, please contact Tatter at 804-
841-0276 or tatterh@hotmail.com 

We had a great time at our first SHOE CUTTING PARTY—about 
25 people were in attendance.  Everyone wanted to have more so 
here are the dates for three more, all at 10:00 a.m. in Price Hall—
bring your own scissors and join us.  We have the supplies all we 
need is you! 
 
 ► Tuesday, May 16th 

 ► Wednesday, May 24th 

mailto:sandy.hinchman@gmail.com
mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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LADIES’ SPRING LUNCHEON 
ALL WOMEN OF EPIPHANY ARE INVITED 

 

JUNE 13 – 11 AM 
Please join us for our annual meeting and luncheon 

with a special program from Shalom Farms 
 

Choice of box luncheon of salad or sandwich plus sides and dessert 
$10 

 Choose from these options  
                 

CHEF SALAD (turkey, ham, cheese plus hard cooked egg) 
COBB SALAD (chicken, bacon, cheese, egg, veggies) 

SOUTHWESTERN CHICKEN SALAD (chicken, veggies,  
        corn, black beans, cilantro, tortilla strips) 

SANDWICHES: 
OFFICE FAVORITE (roast beef, ham and Swiss, 

          13 Grain bread) 
EGG SALAD (Swiss, avocado, Sourdough bread) 

 

Indicate your choice of salad or sandwich on your check.  Your check is your reservation.   
 

Make check out to WELCA, give to Tater Hartmann or put in envelope on Women’s section of  
bulletin board.  DEADLINE JUNE 4 – NO EXCEPTIONS!  

HOPE will be our charity recipient.  
You may bring your donations of either canned food items or cash to the meeting. 

 

Annual Reports for 2016 

How did we do? 

 
At last the Annual reports are turned in, compiled and published.  Hanne Hamlin, as always, did a great job in 
the compilation and publishing.  After this, a copy of the 2016 Annual Report was given to the Archives Team 
where it was scanned and store electronically. 
 

For 2016, here is a listing of the Staff and Ministry Teams that provided a report:  
 

Senior Pastor     Associate Pastor 
Pastoral Visitation Pastor   Director of Music Ministry 
Interim Director of Faith Formation  Worship Planning Team     
Finance Ministry Team   Property Management Team   
Congregation Council Report   Archives Team     
Endowment Team    Fellowship and Evangelism Team 
Memorial Garden and Columbarium Team Stephen Ministry Team 
Altar Care     Chrismons 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Team   Micah Ministry Team 
Coordinator of Volunteers    
 

All of these reports help to insure we have a ‘history’ of what our Church did in 2016.  A special ‘thank you’ 
to all of them! 
 

If your Ministry Team is not listed, please start thinking about 2017.  If you need some ideas on how to ‘track’ 
what your Ministry Team is doing, please contact John Hartmann (804-741-0276) for some ideas. 
 

Again, ‘thank you’ to all who provided reports and helped to save our history. 
 

John Hartmann, Archives Team 
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It was recently decided that the best time for any congregational meeting and vote on paying the architect’s fee 
and launching the Capital Campaign will be after the yet-to-be formed Capital Campaign Committee has had 
enough time to meet and interview outside fundraising firms. They would probably need a few months for this 
effort, hopefully concluding sometime by the end of the third quarter. This, of course, pushes our initial 
timeline back a bit, but in the long run we expect things to go more smoothly. The architect is in concert with 
this approach. 
 
As you know, Sala Chapel is really a multi-purpose room used for classrooms, meetings, and worship. (As far 
as worship, almost everything scheduled in the Chapel could be performed in the Sanctuary or even the 
narthex, see below).  There have been discussions to transform the Chapel into a music room thus enabling us 
to gain new classroom space which is sorely needed. (The person whose name is on the Chapel cornerstone 
plaque has been approached with this idea and he is on board with it). 
 
The important issue is not whether we need a separate Chapel worship area, but where we could host funeral 
viewings, visitations, and private devotion. The current Sala Chapel has performed this well. Upgrading/
enlarging the narthex area coupled with our “Jesus window” might satisfy this requirement. (Indeed, several 
funeral visitations at the Church, including our most recent one, have been conducted with the casket in front of 
the “Jesus window” and it proved to be very efficient and effective, not to mention comfortable for the grieving 
families.) 
 
Initial conceptual drawings will be made available to the congregation early in May. The site survey has been 
postponed till early May. 
 
Your building team continues to be very excited about the project. We are trying hard to remain focused on the 
main building goals set forth in the Vision 2020 Plan approved at the November annual meeting.  
Team members are Pastor Martin, team leader Steve Collins, Carole Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill Hockman, Russ 
Johnson, Joel McKean, Karen Myers, Brian Ozlin, Christine Quann, Ray Spletzer, and Paul Sweet. Mac 
Alfriend, representing the Finance Team, continues to attend all our meetings. 
 
Please see any member of the building team if you have any questions or comments. 
 
WALK THE JOURNEY   WORSHIP THE CHRIST   WITNESS WITH JOY  
 
Submitted by Ray Spletzer 

Building Team Update 

REISSUING OF CHURCH KEY ACCESS! 

The Church Council has approved the Safety and Property Teams request for rekeying and 

reissuing the entire church property key system. This is being done to provide greater security 

and safety to our church and it’s members. 

Prior to the rekeying system beginning, we will have forms available in the church office for 

you to fill out as to what you need the key for and what area of access you need. Once your 

form is approved by the Safety Team you will receive a new key. 

Please watch for an announcement in the bulletin or by email as to when the forms will be 

available. 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Our Mission Statement:   

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those in need of 
God’s embrace. 
 

Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer Shawls for those in need of 

comfort and inner strength. 

This month our group will meet in the parlor on the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. (May 4, 2017).  

There is always room for at least 1 or 2 more so please don't hesitate to attend.  Lessons will also be offered.  

We would love to teach the youth of our church to knit or crochet.  If you would like to learn this art, please 

either call me or attend our meeting.  If you would like to work from home and not attend our meetings, we 

would love to count you as one of our members also. 

The ministry is now in need of your help.  We will need yarn from your attic and/or storage closet.  As you 

search your home for yarn, please assess the yarn to donate as you would if needing a prayer shawl for 

yourself (soft, warm and comforting).  In addition, if anyone has plastic storage baskets that they would like to 

donate for us to store the prayer shawls in, that would be marvelous.  Please contact Jackie Collins at 703 304 

8568 if you have any items to donate and to arrange a pick-up. 

Thanking you in advance for your interest and donations. 

Fellowship Ministry 

Beginning of Summer 

Picnic!! 

Sunday, June 11 

3:00 - 8:00 pm,  

Dunncroft Park 

4901 Francistown Rd 

Glen Allen, 23060 

All are Welcome! 

Bring your own meat to grill and a side dish OR dessert to share! 

Games will be played, friends will be made and fun will be had! 

Summertime Donuts  

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons to bring 4 dozen 

donuts and 50 donut holes from the donut shop of your choice on a Sunday 

and put them in The Commons. Save your receipts and give them to Beth 

Barger if you’d like to be reimbursed. Questions? Contact Beth at 282.6066 

(church) or 839.2398 (cell) 
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Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Friday, May 13, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 17, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 
 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food 
on the (second Fridays) and stock the shelves on 
the (third Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. 
Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 
 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 
Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Community Service Ministry 
 

 EASTER BAKETS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED – A GREAT SUCCESS  
Thanks to all of you that participated in this ministry by shopping, preparing the empty 
baskets, distribution, publicity, and basket delivery to the two participating organizations. 
Because of your generosity, we were able to provide Easter Baskets for 98 children/teens 
through Lutheran Family Services and St. Joseph’s Villa (Sarah Dooley Center for Autism and 
Day Support Services).  
 
Again, thanks!  
Eileen Johnson & Faye Coppage – Leaders 

Did you know that HHOPE is celebrating its 7th anniversary this month? Due to the hard work of countless 

volunteers, HHOPE continues to serve families in our community who need support and prayers. There is a new 

collection bin and display in the Commons as well as donation envelopes if you choose to donate monetarily. We 

are always looking for donations of peanut butter, dry cereal for children, oatmeal, canned fruit, canned meat and 

canned tomatoes to name just a few food items. Checks for monetary donations should be made out to Epiphany 

Lutheran Church with a notation of HHOPE in the memo line. 

Our guests always comment on how blessed they are to have the support of the HHOPE pantry. We feel blessed 

that we have been able to serve our guests for the past 7 years and will continue to serve them in the future.  

If you would like to volunteer for the HHOPE pantry, please contact Stephanie Hamlett at 
shamlettva@hotmail.com or Sharon Crumley at scrumley33@gmail.com. 
Thank you for your continued support! 

EPIPHANY GARDEN BLESSING! May 7 @ 9:45 am 

Join us for a Blessing of the Garden, (complete with a blessing of worms with 

the little children!!) at 9:45 am, on Sunday, May 1. Meet at garden side. All 

Sunday Schools will begin at 10:00am to make this special event available for 

everyone to attend! 

mailto:shamlettva@hotmail.com
mailto:scrumley33@gmail.com
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Habitat for Humanity Work Day, May 6 

Our 2017 Epiphany spring work day for Hanover Habitat for Humanity is scheduled for 

May 6 in Ashland.  We hope you can join us.  We will have our specific assignment of 

jobs by May 1.  You do not need to be skilled to work with us, but must be at least 16 

years of age.  Our work day begins at 8:30 AM at the site and continues until 2:00 PM.  

Carpooling will be available from the church. 

If you are not able to work on the site, perhaps you can volunteer to provide lunch for our 

volunteers.  Sandwiches and cookies are prepared for our workers. 

Sign up sheets are at the Welcome Desk in the Commons. 

As stated in the mission statement for Hanover Habitat for Humanity, 

“we are seeking to put God’s love into action by bringing people together 

to build homes, communities and hope!” 

For additional information, please contact Marilyn Gloyer at 
gloyerm@yahoo.com or 804-363-0196. 

Community Service Ministry 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President - Lyle Gleason ‘18 
Vice President - Amy Boyle ‘18 
Secretary - Ramona Schaeffer ‘18 
Treasurer - Tim Sparks ‘19 
 
Council Members 
Wayne Shimko ‘19 
Macon Sizemore ‘19 
Ray Spletzer ‘19 
Kyle Anderson ‘20 
Rob Burger ‘20 
Leigh Dunavant ‘20 

 
Ever want to know what is discussed at Council meetings?   
Our Council Secretary, Ramona Schaeffer, posts monthly 
summaries of all the Council minutes on the bulletin board 
in the Commons (The bulletin board near the doughnut 
table). Copies of Council minutes are also available in the 
office during the week. 

 

Lamb’s Basket Food Drive – We will be handing out grocery bags with 
a list of needed food items for The Lamb’s Basket on Sunday, June 
4 immediately following both services. We hope that you will provide support 
either through buying requested groceries or providing financial support. 
Needed items are: Canned Pasta Sauce, Canned Meat, Canned Vegetables, 
Canned Fruit, Mac and Cheese, 16 oz. box of Spaghetti, Cereal, Peanut 
Butter, and Grape Jelly. If you wish to participate, we ask that you bring 
your donations to the church by Sunday, June 19 or as soon as you are 
able. Thank you so much for your continued support for this much needed 
community organization. Any questions check out our church display or call 
Cheryl Hamm at (804) 399-7650. 

mailto:gloyerm@yahoo.com
tel:%28804%29%20399-7650
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Thank You 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 
 
 
 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Times 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Evening 6:30 pm 

“Behold the Light” 
 

Wednesday Worship Service 
 11:00 a.m. 
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From The Archives 

May 22, 1955 – the Congregation voted to proceed with a building program for a sanctuary, create a parking 

lot for 40 cars, drain and fill-in the gold fish pond (located where the Education Building is), and convert the 

existing stable into a recreation building (the Star Lodge). 

 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 

Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

