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Words from Our Pastor
Some strangers drop by
unannounced. They seem to
need something and look
hungry. What do you do next?

You arrive at a fancy dinner
party and an unexpected event
unfolds among the guests,
making some feel
uncomfortable and awkward.
How do you respond?
A child behind you in worship
is making what seems like an
excessive amount of noise. Do
you just ignore it? Say something? Move? Shoot a sharp glance to the parents?
At the doughnut table at church you bump into a good friend you haven’t seen in a while, but out of the corner
you notice a person unfamiliar to you who is standing by himself. What do you do?

There are probably several ways to respond to the scenarios listed above, and each of us may do something
different, but one thing we know: occasions that call for gestures of hospitality are not limited to formal living
rooms, hotel lobbies, and airplanes as they prepare for takeoff. Each day we are presented with circumstances
where we can make those near us feel welcome or not. Likewise, each day we may find ourselves on the
receiving end of a comment or situation that leaves us feeling ignored or honored. Whether we are hosting
people in our homes, our workplaces, our houses or worship, or just in our personal presence, the way we
acknowledge people and speak to them says something about our respect for them and our idea of community.
But is that all our gestures of hospitality can say? Might there be more at stake? What kind of lessons does
Scripture offer when it comes to the basics of welcoming people and making them feel at home? As it happens,
each of the scenarios listed above is found (in some way) in the Bible. Some of them even involve Jesus! As it
turns out, hospitality was a life-or-death topic in ancient society, and Jesus himself had several ideas about how
faithful followers should conduct themselves around other people, especially those who were vulnerable or on
the margins.
Our own congregation is preparing to open, dedicate, and use brand new areas devoted to hospitality and
welcome. How might Scriptures’ understanding about welcoming and greeting people illuminate our use of
these new areas? How might we be opened to the ways God will bless us through the arrival of new people to
our community—or even just to a deepened awareness to the different people who are already here? After all,
the whole message of Jesus is one of hospitality. God comes into our midst as one of us so that we may be
welcomed into his eternal kingdom.
Join us on Wednesdays this Lent at 12noon or 7pm for “Handshakes and Holy Embrace: Scriptures’
Pictures of Hospitality,” a sermon series with a special dramatic twist that will help us reflect on this topic. If
you’d like, join us for a soup supper at 5:30pm and pull up a chair in Price Hall. Make yourself at home. Pull
up a chair and meet someone new. See it as a chance to practice the holy art of hospitality.
Blessings on your Lent,
Pastor Phillip
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Congregation Council News
Recipients for the Lenten Offerings in 2020
One traditional discipline of Lent is almsgiving, which is the contribution of money,
food, or other items to the needy. If you would like to participate in almsgiving
during our special Lenten Wednesday worship services, beginning March 4, please
know that all the offerings will be divided in the following way:
1/3 of the offerings will go towards our seminarian fund to support Epiphany
seminarians in the ELCA Candidacy Process.
2/3 of the offerings will go to support the New Guinea Islands District of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea, which is the Companion Synod
to the Virginia Synod. The ELCPNG has 17 districts which are like ELCA synods.
Each district is divided into circuits, like VA Synod conferences. Each district is led
by a District President, like the Synod Bishop. The New Guinea Islands District, which is made up of about 30
congregations, is led by District President Pastor Tobby Eleasar. Lutherans are the second largest Christian
denomination in PNG, where they faithfully witness to God’s grace which justifies us through faith.
There are special Ash Wednesday and Lenten Wednesday Offering Envelopes available in the pew racks.

Scholarship Application
Please remember that completed applications are due in the
office by Noon on Monday, April 20. If you are interested, please
pick up an application which is on the bulletin board in the main
hallway across from the new nursery. Contact the church office,
282-6066, for additional information.

REMINDER:
Daylight Savings Time begins at 2:00 am on Sunday, March 8. Don’t
forget to move your clocks one hour ahead before you go to bed
Saturday evening on March 7!
This is also a good time to check the batteries in your smoke detectors
as well!

A Reminder to Our Ministries:
We are still limited on space until construction is done. Please call the office
or email the church office at hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org and ask if your group
can use a particular area. Please do not assume the area you would like to use
is available or a given.
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Finance Ministry

For the first month of 2020, we had receipts of $49,560 which were lower than our budgeted receipts of
$54,358 by ($4,798) and 11% ($6,184) lower than 2019. Expenses were $58,708 and $4,414 favorable to plan
offsetting most of the income deficit versus plan.
Significant expense variances explained below:
• Christian Ed & Formation was $1,265 favorable due to timing of expenditures
• Property Expense was favorable $2,057 due to favorable Grounds expense of $1,600 and Natural Gas
(warm weather) $900 offset by unfavorable Electric $800

Contributions During the Year
Many members tithe through stocks, retirement, and grants. We ask that you
be sure and have your broker/agent include your name and where the funds
should be allocated when sending the check so we can make sure you get
proper credit in our records.
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Music Ministry
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT
Children’s Choir Reminders
Please remember that due to the Lenten service schedule on Wednesday evening, both the
Cherub Choir and the Singing Saints will meet from 6:15 – 6:45 p.m. on Wednesdays
during March (4, 11, 18, and 25).
Cherub Choir will sing in worship on March 15. Singing Saints will sing in worship on
March 22.
Junior Handbells will NOT meet during Lent.
“Easter Singers”
If you are interested in joining us for the chancel choir anthems for
Easter services on April 12, please plan to join us at rehearsal on Wednesdays during
March immediately following the Lenten worship service. We will rehearse the Easter
music first to better meet your schedules. This combined choir will offer anthems at all
worship services on Easter Sunday. This is a great “part time” opportunity to join the
choir! Won’t you consider it? We begin on March 4 to allow us time to be sure we
know the music!
Adult and Instrumental Ensemble Reminders
Members of these groups are encouraged to consult the Music Ministry Handbook, available on the website or
in paper form in the Sala Music Center. Thanks!
Epiphany Brass
We have opportunities for some brass on Palm Sunday, April 5 and for all brass
Easter Sunday, April 12. If you are available and willing to be a part of the
group for either or both of these dates, please contact Kevin at
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org or at 804-746-5756.
Opportunity to serve
Do you play the piano? Would you be willing to share that talent to help lead our Lenten worship? If you have
some free time and are willing to help out for the NOON services during Lent (March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1 (no
Fooling!)), please contact Kevin at 746-5756 or kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. There is very little playing
involved in these short midday services. Please consider this opportunity!

Altar Care
Altar Care servers for March:

First Service: Susan Guckenberg and Michele Frese
Second Service: Norene Girton and Beth Barger

EASTER LILIES
If you would like to purchase an Easter Lily plant to adorn the Chancel area on Easter
Sunday in memory or honor of a loved one, see the display on the Welcome Desk table in
Price Hall that will be out within a few weeks.
Envelopes and donor information forms will be with the signup sign. Remember to pick up
your flower (s) after the last service on Easter Sunday.
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Vision 2020 Construction Update
Completed work: permanent doors have been installed on the nursery, parlor and hall bathrooms. The new fire
doors have been installed in the hallways and the old set of doors have been removed. Interior wall framing
has been completed. Electrical rough-in for the new Commons and new Administration Suite has almost been
completed. The new duct work for air conditioning and heat in those areas has almost been completed. New 5
Ton heat and air conditioning unit has been installed. Narthex demo work (floor and ceiling) has been
completed. Skylights have been installed and we are waiting for the new glass windows to cover the stain
glass above the skylight. This will complete the new skylight installation.
Brick work and pre-cast has been started and will be completed by early March if the weather is kind. Parking
lot work will start and finish by the end of March. The new Narthex floor tile and ceiling will be completed by
the end of March. Installation of drywall on the interior walls has started and will be completed in March.
Many other items have been worked on and completed. All is based on weather permitting.
Working on completion by the end of April and back to normal if all goes well, but it is construction…so you
never really know!
The contractor and all of the sub-contractors are working hard to have our project available for use in time to
celebrate Easter. This, of course, all hinges on God’s grace giving us good weather and supplies continue to
roll in.
Thank you for your time and patience in this expansion process as we ”Brighten Our Light” and move forward
to our Vision 2020.
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Faith Formation
First Communion Instruction
March 15, 22, & 29 during Sunday School

A Holy Communion instruction class for 3rd and 4th graders will be held
on the Sundays of March 15, 22 and 29 at 9:45 am in Room 201. This
class will serve as the Sunday School class during those Sundays.
The first communion of those persons who complete the instruction will
be on Maundy Thursday, April 9, when we commemorate the first
communion as Jesus held his Last Supper with his disciples. Parents
wanting their children to participate should contact the church office at
282-6066 or hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org.

SAVE THE DATE!
Vacation Bible School
Date: July 13-17
Time: 8:45 am - 12:00 noon
Who: Ages 3 to Rising 5th Graders
Registration opens in March!

March Baptism Birthdays
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Adult Faith Formation
The Animate:Faith Sunday School class will continue at 9:45am on
March 1, 8, and 15. The Animate:Faith sessions are like a guided tour
through the basics of Christian Theology led by various theologians,
pastors, and teachers. So bring your wonderings, experiences, and
affirmations to the Star Lodge and join our journey. Our facilitator will
be Pastor Tom.

Tuesday Adult Bible Study
10:30 am, Parlor

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
6:30 pm, Parlor
Jesus’ Final Week
From His entry into Jerusalem to the Resurrection.

Moms’ Bible Study
Thursday Mornings in the Parlor at 10:00 am
Childcare available at 9:30 am
Bad Girls of the Bible by Liz Curtis Higgs
Shines a spotlight on God’s sovereignty, demonstrating one life-changing truth: God
rules the lives of those He loves with mercy, compassion, and hope.
Read ab out Sapphira, Delilah, Jezebel, Bathsheba, Herodias, and see how today’s
modern woman is surrounded by temptations, exhausted by the demands of daily living,
and burdened by her own desires.
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Alzheimer’s and Dementia Research: Five Things We Learned in 2019
(from the Alzheimer’s Association Science Hub - alz.org/sciencehub)

As 2019 comes to a close, here are insights gained into the causes, risk factors and treatment of Alzheimer’s
disease and other dementias.
1. Blood Tests = A New Reality on the Horizon
Researchers are actively working to develop a simple blood test that can detect signs of Alzheimer’s both early
and accurately. These tests are easier to administer, less invasive and more accessible and affordable than many
technologies currently available. Once these tests become available, they may also give families affected more
time to use care planning and support services through Medicare.
2. Lifestyle Matters
Research reported at the 2019 Alzheimer’s Association International Conference suggested that making
multiple healthy lifestyle choices may decrease dementia risk. This includes a low-fat, high vegetable diet, not
smoking, getting regular exercise and engaging in cognitive stimulation. Researchers also learned that intensive
high blood pressure treatment can significantly reduce the occurrence of mild cognitive impairment (MCI),
which often leads to dementia.
3. Sensory Impairments in Older Adults May Increase
Risk
Vision and/or hearing loss, common in older adults, may
increase risk for cognitive decline and Alzheimer’s,
especially when one experiences both. While more
research is needed, sensory impairment screening may help
identify more people at a higher risk of developing
dementia. This could mean that preventing or correcting
these common impairments may help to reduce risk.
4. Alzheimer’s Differs in Men and Women
Although two-thirds of people living with Alzheimer’s in
the US are women, scientists still are not sure exactly why.
In 2019, researchers uncovered more learnings, including a
number of differences in risk and progression of
Alzheimer’s between men and women. Included are specific sex-based differences regarding how Alzheimer’s
may spread in the brain.
5. Researchers are Looking at New Alzheimer’s Drug Targets
At year-end 2019, more than 500 new potential drug targets have been identified, which address everything
from reducing inflammation in the brain to protecting nerve cell health. The Alzheimer’s Association “Part the
Cloud” initiative awards grants to scientists to help fund this cutting edge research. This allows new findings to
move from labs to clinical trials and into possible therapies for those impacted by Alzheimer’s and dementia.
Once the Brighten Our Light construction is completed, we plan to continue our Sunday Memory Concern
sessions between services. Dates to follow in future Examiner articles and in the Sunday Bulletin - thanks for
your patience and your continued interest.
Steve Rhodes
Alzheimer’s Ambassador
Richmond, VA
757.615.4309
sfrhodes13@gmail.com
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Youth Ministry
Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and
with 7th through 12th grade students. We meet about
every other week after the second worship service for
lunch, games, small groups, Bible study, service
projects, activities, songs, and whatever activities and
adventures to which the Spirit leads! We also
participate in Virginia Synod retreats and summer
service trips.
Pastor Joseph and the Timothy Ministers (adult leaders) are called to serve the EYG community.

Upcoming Gatherings and Events in March
Our NEXT EYG Gathering will be Sunday, March 15. We will be hosting a McShinn Substance Abuse
Awareness Session for the first half of our gathering. Join us for a 30-minute session which will include two
guest speakers for 5-8th grade youth and two speakers for a separate session with 9-12th grade youth (to offer
grade appropriate conversation) and time to process at the end with Pastor Joseph. PLUS: the second half of our
gathering will include making Holy Week baskets for shut ins (eggs with Bible verses, similar to Advent
Baskets). As always, lunch is provided. We meet from noon until 2pm.
Bishop’s Day at St. Mark’s in Charlottesville – On March 14, youth in grades 7-12 will have a chance to
converse with Bishop Bob Humphrey and other leaders about discerning one’s life’s vocation, including learning
about what it means to be in public ministry in the church. Welcome and snacks start at 1:15 and the program
goes from 1:30 to 3:45pm. There is no formal registration process, but it will help us in planning space,
supplies, and leadership if you contact Pastor Dave Delaney (delaney@vasynod.org) to let him know the name
and grade of any youth who might be attending. Here is a map to St. Mark Charlottesville.
2020 Camp Scholarship Applications - Epiphany is able to provide a 50% scholarship for the price of tuition
for any program at an ELCA camp in the summer of 2020 (one per child; Epiphany member). Please see the
application at the Welcome Desk Table in Price Hall. Additionally, we have been given a very generous gift to
cover the other half of the cost of camp by a member who has seen God at work in your lives! If you have ever
wanted to go to camp -- for the rock climbing, the hiking, the rafting, the horseback riding, the new friends from
all over the Southeast -- but it was too expensive what with the cost of Kairos, a mission trip to Ocracoke and
everything else, this could really be your year to go to camp too at no cost. Speak with Pastor Joseph.
Camp Caroline Furnace Family Night - Come find out about CAMP! Join us in Price Hall on Sunday March
15 at 5 pm. Families and individuals are invited for a free evening of fun and fellowship, including dinner, a brief
presentation, time for questions, games for the kids, a campfire and s’mores. Please sign up at the Welcome Desk
Table in Price Hall or at www.carolinefurnace.org.
Kairos 2020 - Registration forms (sent in a separate email and available on the youth bulletin board near the
boiler room) and payment of $250 checks payable to Epiphany with “Kairos” and your name on the memo line)
are due in the office by Sunday, March 22. Kairos is the VA Synod's annual week-long faith formation event on
the campus of Roanoke College for youth who will be in 9th-12th grades this coming fall. Kairos will take place
from June 21-26.
Youth Group Car Wash Fundraiser! 8am-12:30pm—Sunday, March 29, All youth, 5th– 12th grade are
invited to help with our car wash.
Lastly, our EYG t-shirts and wristbands are in. If you haven’t gotten yours, get ‘em!
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Youth Ministry

LIL
YOUTH

Lil Youth (5-6th grades) will be at the 7th Day Virginia Synod
retreat at Eagle Eyrie Retreat Center outside of Lynchburg,
Saturday, March 7—Sunday, March 8 and are invited to join us
to help with our Car Wash Fundraiser on Sunday, April 29!
Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th
graders and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings this
coming year, including games, field trips, crafts, service projects,
and more as we grow in faith and friendship!
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Thank You from the Youth!
Dear Friends,
Thanks to each of our youth members for sharing your gifts at our talent show on February23rd! The music,
poems, skits, and jokes were really wonderful and you guys did a great job of greeting people, cleaning up, and
just doing everything that needed to be done. A special thanks to Grace Lanham, Ryan Mertz, and Graham
Boyle for doing an amazing job hosting.
We offer a special thank you to Scott Dietrick and Jeff Lanham for running sound, to Olivia and Taylor for
leading skit development, to Jim Yucha, Russ Johnson, Bobby Mawyer, Rob Hamlin, Hardy Josephson, and Joe
Barnes for cooking pancakes, John Hartmann for help with the Epiphany Trivia game, to all our Timothy
Ministers and parents for support and backup, and to the entire Epiphany congregation for generously
supporting of our youth ministry. The congregation generously donated more than $1,600 last night to be used
for Synod retreats, service trips, and our ongoing ministry and activities. We are grateful!!
With gratitude,
Pastor Joseph and the Epiphany Youth Group
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Women’s Circles
WELCA Circles Meet
The Margaret Miller Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 10,
10 am in the Star Lodge. All are welcome! If you have any
questions please call Donna Josephson at (804) 883-5955.
The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet on Wednesday, March 11,
at 10:00 am in the Parlor. All are welcome! Donations for Safe Harbor will be collected.
Any questions? Call Eileen Johnson 804-752-6140 or Bonita Wyatt 804-347-5357.
The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday, March 12 at 6 pm. Diane Neergaard is the hostess. If you are
interested in attending our evening circle, contact Tatter Hartmann at 804-741-0276 or Tatterh@hotmail.com.

Thinking of a week at summer camp?? Ready to have your child’s faith
transformed through an experience in God’s creation?
Epiphany will offer a 50% scholarship towards the cost of tuition for
Epiphany children and youth at any ELCA camp for the 2020
summer. You can find a list of ELCA camps on the ELCA website.
Eligible camps in our area include Camp Caroline Furnace, Hungry
Mother, Lutheridge, Lutherock, Mar-Lu-Ridge, and Camp Agape. To
receive the scholarship, indicate on your registration form that
Epiphany will cover 50% of the cost. Many camps will send the
balance of the bill directly to the congregation. Questions? Contact the
church office.
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Fellowship Ministry
WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN MEALS
Continuing through March, all are welcome to join us for a “Soup and Salad” meal on
Wednesdays which will be served at 5:30 pm. Choir rehearsals, Bible Study and
Confirmation classes are offered. Lenten worship services begin at 7:00 pm.
Suggested donations for the Lenten evening meal are $4/adult, $2/child - 12 and under.
For the latest menu, check the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org.
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in Price Hall or email the church office by
Monday night at hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org.

Men’s Basketball
Join us Tuesday, March 24, in Price Hall (the gym) for court play
from 7:30 to 9 pm. Bring two shirts, one light and one dark
colored, which helps distinguish teams during play.

Guys’ Night Out
Join us on March 19, at 7:00 as we gather for an evening of fellowship.
Location has yet to be determined. Contact Joe Barnes for more
information. 804-836-5394.
All men are welcome!

Guys’
Night Out
for Fellowship
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Epiphany Community Garden Ministry
Genesis 1:29
And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.
The Epiphany Community Garden continues its ministry in the midst of the construction
at the church.
The fifteen plots situated along the back parking lot produced lettuce, spinach, kale, onions, beans, peas, asparagus, tomatoes, squash, peppers and a variety of herbs and flowers in spite of issues with weather and rabbits.
Gardeners conducted soil testing through the Virginia Tech Soil Testing Lab and amended the beds according
to the results.
A Blessing of the Garden was held in May. The Lil Youth and EYG help with mulching paths, preparing beds
for planting and winterizing them in the Spring and Fall. Food is distributed through the HHOPE pantry.
A Temple Talk was given in December based on the Community Garden Ministry.
The Epiphany Garden welcomes anyone who would like to participate. If you are interested in learning more
about the garden or how you can help, please contact either
Chris Crouch at 740-4802 cacrouch@verizon.net or
Sallie Bartholomew at 878-5993 salliebart58@gmail.com

Words cannot express the gratitude I feel toward the Epiphany family for all of your hugs around the neck,
warm ‘welcome backs,’ handshakes, pats on the back and words of encouragement and compassion during
this time of transition and recovery for me. In returning to Epiphany, I feel as though I am back at my church
home and you all have certainly played a significant and loving role in facilitating that warm feeling. I look
forward to sharing many more Sundays with you all and again offer my heartfelt thanks. Epiphany is as
special as I remember it!
-Andrew Blair
Dear Epiphany Friends,
I would like to express my thanks to everyone in the Epiphany Family for the
prayers, cards, visits and calls these past months. The altar flowers were
beautiful and brought spring ahead of time. It has been along time to be away
from Epiphany-hopefully soon I can return and enjoy the church services and
everyone. Many thanks again to all.
Bette Lou Ulmer
Thanks to a generous donation from a cardiac arrest survivor who was
successfully resuscitated in our Star Lodge, we now have 3 more AEDs. One is located in the Star Lodge by
the "fireplace." The others are located in the Education Building, in the main hallways, upstairs and
downstairs. Please familiarize yourself with the location of these truly life-saving devices. Our original AED
is still located in the hallway between the sanctuary and the Sala Music Room, formerly the chapel.
Carl Erickson
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Community Service Ministry
EASTER BASKETS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED
We will again this year distribute about 100 baskets for adoption to children being served through Lutheran
Family Services and through St. Joseph’s Villa Sarah Dooley Center for Autism
and Day Support Programs.
The display of baskets will be set-up in Price Hall.
On Sunday, March 15 and March 22, Community Service Team members will be
offering empty Easter Baskets after each service to congregation members who
would like to bring a little Easter joy to these children in difficult circumstances.
If you would like to help, please take a basket and fill it with a few items for a
child to enjoy. A suggestion list will be in each basket.
PLEASE RETURN IT BY Sunday, March 29. Any questions, please contact
Eileen Johnson 752-6140 or Faye Coppage 752-8402.

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in Price Hall.
For additional information, call the pantry at 5658007. Inclement weather? Check channel 8 for
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then
LAMB’s Basket is closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are required for those under 18 and
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org
Quarterly Newsletter can be found at:
www.lambsbasket.org

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, March 13; 9:30 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday, March 18, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
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Community Service Ministry
Funeral Reception Ministry

What is involved?
When a family of a loved one wants a reception, an email is sent asking for volunteers to provide sweet or
savory finger foods (sandwiches, deviled eggs, sweets, fruit tray,
veggie tray, etc). It doesn’t need to be prepared by you unless
you prefer. You can let your favorite grocer do that for you!
An email is sent, you drop your contribution off at church before
the services or bring with you if you are attending the services.
Are you willing to pick up a little something extra while grocery
shopping, or do you prefer to cook or prepare in your own
kitchen? If you answered yes, then being involved in the
Funeral Reception Ministry could be a good fit for you.
If you would like to help with this ministry, please call or text
Eileen Johnson at 804-513-3005 or Donna Josephson at 804-972
-0818 to be added to the distribution list.
Thanks for being involved in this important ministry providing
food, fellowship and support to a grieving family.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
One of the most important part of our ministry is to offer our congregation the opportunity to request a Prayer
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist you
with your need.
The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak
which envelopes the wearer both physically and spiritually, in prayer
and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a commanded
blessing, given by God.
Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer
Shawls for those in need of comfort and inner strength.
This month our group will meet in the Sala Music Center (due to construction) on the third Tuesday of this
month at 11:00 am, March 17. Lessons will also be offered. If you would like to work from home and not
attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one of our members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care about: those with health issues;
those in distress; those who mourn; those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby;
graduate; newlyweds; to name a few.
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Nursery School News
February was filled with love here at ELNS as we celebrated
Valentine’s Day. Hearts and glitter abounded in our art projects
and card-making endeavors. Our classes exchanged valentines
and our older students used this opportunity to work on
recognizing names on their “mail.” We also welcomed our
sweetheart guests to our classrooms to share various holiday
activities.
We will begin March with a celebration of Dr.
Seuss. All of our classes will be reading Dr.
Seuss books and talking about silly stories, and
our older classes will be listening for rhyming
words in these great tales. On March 3rd we
will welcome The Story Lady to ELNS as all
of our classes join together for a birthday party
for Dr. Seuss. After we enjoy our party time
together, we will continue the celebration with
our March Picnic Pal day. We encourage
families to bring a picnic and make a new pal
at these monthly events held on the playground
or in Price Hall if the weather doesn’t cooperate.
Our theme this month will be weather. Each of our classes will be learning
about the weather in various, age-appropriate ways. Some will simply be
observing the weather of the season, while others will be learning about
temperatures, wind, rain and other aspects of the weather. Some classes will
be learning how the weather affects plants and animals as well. All of our
classes will be doing some weather-related art projects too.
In March, we will also begin a new season of after school
enrichment offerings. While dance classes and After Lunch Learning (our pre-k readiness
class) continue, we will also begin several new classes. A new season of Soccer Shots will
start in March as will an 8 week session of Little Owl Yoga Storytime and an 8 week session
of Outdoor Adventures, a nature education program. Many of our students love to add these
activities to their schedule and we are looking forward to a spring full of new experiences in
these offerings.
Although our registration for next year is still on-going, we are pleased to report that
enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year is looking strong. In fact, the demand for our
youngest classes has been so great that the ELNS Board voted in February to create an additional class for 1 &
2 year old students. As we plan for this class to open in the fall, we will be looking for new teachers to add to
our wonderful, dedicated staff. With the blessing of Church Council, we will also consider expanding to use
an additional classroom in the education wing. We are excited for this growth as it will enable us to serve
more families in our community.
As always, thank you for the many ways you support ELNS.
Melinda Martin
ELNS Program Director
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Pews - Progress in the Balcony
Pews
Progress in the Balcony
Just a quick update on progress with the balcony pews.
Cleats are being added to the backs of the pews and underneath the seats.
Here is the worst seat we have worked on:

When we pulled the pew seat from the end sections, it fell apart into 3 pieces. In fact, one of the pieces was
split so badly, it was almost split completely.

After 3 weeks of work, here is what it
looks like now:
The bottom of the seat has a series of
long and short cleats to insure
strength and stability. The top has a
finished look.
We appreciate everyone’s patience
with this work.

18

Members in Our Prayers

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,
jbolick@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,
hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,
bbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Faith Formation Ministries,
vacant
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,
dsexton@epiphanyelca.org
Facilities Manager, Tod Mitchell
tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org

Monday -Thursday: 9 am - 3:30 pm
Friday: 9 am - Noon
19

9

8
8:00 am (8:30 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Adult Sunday School, Star Lodge
10:30 am (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion

23

22
8:00 am (8:30 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Holy Communion Classes, Rm 201
9:45 am Adult Sunday School, Star Lodge
10:30 am (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion

30

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry Mtg,
Lodge

16

15
8:00 am (8:30 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Adult Sunday School, Star Lodge
9:45 am Holy Communion Classes, Rm 201
10:30 am (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion
Noon EYG Gathering, Star Lodge

29
8:00 am EYG Car Wash (weather permitting)
8:00 am (8:30 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Adult Sunday School, Star Lodge
9:45 am Holy Communion Classes, Rm 201
10:30 am (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion

Monday

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry Mtg,
Lodge

2

1
8:00 am (8:30 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:30 am Blood Pressure Readings, Parlor
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Adult Sunday School, Star Lodge
10:30 am (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala MC
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion

Sunday

20

31
10:30 Bible Study, Parlor
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry,
Training, Lodge

24
10:00 am Quilting
10:30 Bible Study, Parlor
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry,
Training, Lodge
7:30 pm Men’s Basketball,
Price Hall

25
Noon Lenten Service, Sanctuary
5:30 pm Lenten Supper, Price Hall
6:00 Bible Study, Parlor
6:15 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
6:15 pm Singing Saints, Sala Music Center
7:00 pm Lenten Service, Sanctuary
7:40 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala Music Center
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9:30 LAMB’s Basket, Oakview Ave.
Noon Lenten Service, Sanctuary
5:30 pm Lenten Supper, Price Hall
6:00 Bible Study, Parlor
6:15 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
6:15 pm Singing Saints, Sala Music Center
7:00 pm Lenten Service, Sanctuary
7:40 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala Music Center

11
10:00 am Clara Sullivan Circle Mtg, Star Lodge
Noon Lenten Service, Sanctuary
5:30 pm Lenten Supper, Price Hall
6:00 Bible Study, Parlor
6:15 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
6:15 pm Singing Saints, Sala Music Center
7:00 pm Lenten Service, Sanctuary
7:40 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala Music Center
7:40 pm Confirmation, Luther Room
8:00 pm Timothy Ministers Mtg, von Bora Room

4
Noon Lenten Service, Sanctuary
5:30 pm Lenten Supper, Price Hall
6:00 Bible Study, Parlor
6:15 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
6:15 pm Singing Saints, Sala Music Center
7:00 pm Lenten Service, Sanctuary
7:40 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir, Sala Music Center

Wednesday

March 2020

17
11:00 am Prayer Shawl
Meeting, Price Hall
11:45 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace
7:00 pm Community Service
Team Mtg, Parlor
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry,
Training, Lodge

10
10:00 am Margaret Miller
Circle Mtg, Star Lodge
10:30 Bible Study, Parlor
11:45 am Men’s “Manna”
Lunch, Grapevine
7:00 pm Council Mtg,
Sala Music Center
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry,
Training, Lodge

3
10:30 Bible Study, Parlor
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry,
Training, Lodge

Tuesday

Thursday

26
10:00 am Mom’s
Bible Study, Parlor

7:00 pm Guys’ Night
Out

19
10:00 am Mom’s
Bible Study, Parlor

12
10:00 am Mom’s
Bible Study, Parlor

5
10:00 am Mom’s
Bible Study, Parlor

Friday

27
6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

20

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

13
9:30 am LAMB’s
Basket, Oakview Ave.

6

Saturday

28
9:00 am Quilting,
PH
10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution, Franklin St.

21

14
10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution, Franklin St.

7th Day Weekend
5/6th graders

7

Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church
1400 Horsepen Road
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road
Richmond, VA 23226
Phone: 804-282-6066
Fax: 804-282-6067
www.epiphanyelca.org

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage Pd.
Richmond, VA
Permit # 711

Address Service Requested

a congregation of the ELCA

Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca

FROM THE ARCHIVES
March 1957 - the Christian Education Committee started a church library.

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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