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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

June and July 2020 

I’m not sure of the exact moment I realized it, but as some point around 
Easter it occurred to me that I had not looked at my 2020 daily planner since 
the second week of March. Unbelievable! I have always been meticulous 
about my “daily planner” calendar—it contains so much important 
information about my appointments, meeting, and anniversaries. And some 
really cool doodles, too. The shutdown for the coronavirus has basically 
rendered it obsolete. Like many of you, I’m living week to week and 
sometimes day to day. My abandoned planner serves as a tangible metaphor: 
we are in a new time now, and who knows when we’ll turn familiar pages 
again.   
 
The same goes for in-person worship, which is increasingly on everyone’s 
mind. Council has made the decision to revisit re-opening at its June Council 
meeting. At that time we will discuss some sort of timeline for resuming 
worship services, along with ways to make our gatherings comply with 
public health guidelines and reduce risk of spreading COVID-19. I do not 
know yet how we will accomplish this, but I have confidence that God will 
form a path for us. Here are some things I do know: 
 
For the foreseeable future, the congregation will need to be nimble. By nimble I mean the quality of 
quickly adjusting our practices and approaches—sometimes within a week or less—to adapt to new 
information or a new challenge. Being nimble may look like moving chairs on a moment’s notice to make 
worshipers more socially distant. It may mean moving worship outside quickly. It may mean showing up for 
worship and not really knowing what the liturgy will look like but learning the blessing of “rolling with the 
flow.” It may mean worshiping at a different time than we are used to. 
 
We will need to bear with one another in love. Not everyone feels safe returning to worship at this point. On 
the other hand, some were ready in May to gather back in the sanctuary. Some feel that this whole pandemic 
has become politicized and divided society into different camps. People often have strong feelings about 
masks. The list goes on. I think in the midst of this crisis God has presented the church with an amazing 
opportunity to practice mutual love for one another.  Let us not judge each other. Let us try to understand one 
another more deeply. At a time when almost everything is a divisive issue, let us resist forming camps among 
ourselves, be beacon of unity, and keep our eye on the main goal: “Love one another has Jesus has loved us.”   
 
On-line worship will continue. We do not have any plans at this point to change any of our YouTube or 
Facebook offerings on Sunday morning. In fact, we have added Turner Barger to the staff as a Technology and 
Media Intern to help us continue producing these videos. Even after we come back to in person worship these 
videos will continue for everyone, but especially those who cannot or choose not to return yet. 
 
We will need to pray to God for patience. This goes without saying. We may not re-open for several more 
weeks. Or months. When we do return, it may be a long time before we are worshiping in a similar manner to 
what our old daily planners expected. There is no one whose life is worth the risk of moving too quickly. 
 
 
(Continue on the next page) 
 
 

Words from Our Pastor 
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We will depend on pioneers. The first people who settle a new region work hard. They show up expecting to 
chip in, work, get a little dirty (so to speak), and try things out. If you happen to be someone who is ready to 
return to worship sooner rather than later, we will need you to step forward now so that you can help us create 
safe spaces and hygienic practices. Email me at pmartin@epiphanyelca.org if you would like to help in some 
way. 
 
God will be given glory. Of this I am most certain. Whether we sing (somehow) or whether we sit and listen 
to hymns get played on the organ. Whether we give air high-fives or whether we do elbow bumps. Whether we 
worship in Price Hall or in pews. Whether we get to attend worship at our “regular time” or at an assigned 
time because of efforts to keep attendance low. Whether two people show up or fifty. Whether we get to have 
long conversations with one another or just short bursts of chit-chat. In all these things God will see that we 
are desiring to worship and doing our best within the bounds that we have. No one needs a daily planner to 
glorify God.  
 
As we begin the process of returning to in-person worship, please keep your pastors and congregational lay 
leaders in your prayers. To my knowledge, none of us ever took a seminary class or a medical school lecture 
about how to re-open a church building during a pandemic. That is to say, we are all doing this for the first 
time, there are many things to consider, and we will all need each other’s support. “Let mutual love continue,” 
Paul says in Romans. Know that we love and care for you, too, and can’t wait to worship together in person 
soon. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Phillip Martin 
 

Words from Our Pastor (cont’d) 

mailto:pmartin@epiphanyelca.org
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Finance Ministry 

 

 
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we had to cancel all in person church services beginning March 12th.   
 
For the month of May, we had receipts of $58,708 which was 94% of our monthly budgeted amount of 
$62,858.  Expenses were $54,555 and $5,856 favorable more than offsetting the income deficit versus plan. 
YTD May, we had receipts of $282,394 which was 93% of our budgeted receipts of $304,887 and 6% lower 
than 2019.  Expenses were $227,953 and $34,277 favorable to plan. 
 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
• Christian Ed & Formation was $5,120 favorable due to timing of expenditures 
• Property Expense was favorable $12,305 due primarily to favorable Grounds, Janitorial & Utility expense 
• Admin was favorable $4,005 due to check loss recovery from 2019 of $1,600 and timing of supplies/tech 

support payments 
• Personnel Expense was favorable $8,959 due to open Christian Ed position 
We continue to proactively manage our spending in light of the current environment. 

                                        Barnyard Banks 

If you still have a Barnyard Bank at home, you may 

drop it off at the office or in Price Hall on the long table 

during the week from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm., Monday 

- Thursday. With the coins collected in these banks, we 

are helping ELCA World Hunger feed families by 

providing them with chickens, pigs, and cattle to 

support themselves. 

Thank you for supporting ELCA World Hunger! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As I write this I am missing my church family. At our last council meeting on May 12 after much review and 
discussion, it was decided to delay in-house worship awhile longer. As much as we want to be together our 
safety and well-being is of the utmost importance. When council meets via 
Zoom on June 9 we will review the latest advice from the ELCA and health 
experts to discuss a safe and responsible way to gather again. We understand 
that some of you will return as soon as possible while others will choose to stay 
at home a bit longer. This is okay and understood. Everyone needs to do what 
they feel is best for them. As we return to church we will look into ways to 
continue some of the on-line practices.   

As Tripp stated in our April newsletter, COVID-19 has put us all in unfamiliar 
territory. We’ve faced new challenges as we sheltered at home. We’ve been 
distanced from our church family, parents, friends, children and grandchildren. 
There have been disappointments such as, being apart during Holy Week, no in-
house worship, cancellation of schools, canceled graduation ceremonies, 
vacations and weddings postponed. Even worse, some lost a loved one or had 
an ill loved one they were unable to be with. Christ cannot be canceled or 
postponed He will continue to be with us as we navigate this unfamiliar 
territory. Thanks Be to God! 

We are blessed with amazing pastors and a worship team who have brought church into our homes just about 
every day throughout these uncertain times. Daily devotions and Sunday worship services are seen not only by 
our members, but by many from other congregations and communities. If you know of someone unable to 
watch church or anyone in the congregation who may have limited contact, give them a call or send a card. 
Now, more than ever it’s important to stay connected with one another. Our church newsletter is another way 
to feel connected. I’m grateful for our church staff as they continue to send us the newsletters during church 
closure.  

Council will continue to communicate with you and please call on us with any questions or concerns. I’m 
grateful to be a part of this loving and caring congregation. I am excited to see all of you face to face and I 
look forward to the day when we are able to gather in our new “Rob Burger Gathering Space” but for now our 
safety and well-being must be the number one priority. 

 

God’s peace be with you, 

Brenda Barnes 

Congregation Council News 

Feitig Scholarship Recipient 
 
On behalf of Mr. Stuart Feitig and the scholarship committee, I am pleased to announce this year's scholarship 
recipient, Matthew Boyle!  Matthew will be attending Elon University in the fall to study music 
education. Thank you to all the applicants; Epiphany is blessed with such outstanding students. Best wishes to 
Matthew and all of Epiphany's seniors as they begin their next chapter! 
 
Poppy Ebbesen 
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Music Ministry 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
 
Children’s Choir Reminders 
By popular demand, we will continue to hold Singing Saints on Wednesdays at 6:30 
during June and July!  Our Saints have treasured this time together and would 
welcome any 2nd-6th graders who might light to join us for these times together. We 
have a variety of activities – some music related, some Bible related and some not 
related to anything! Regular attending Saints should already be getting a weekly email for the 
Zoom link.  If you are not normally attending Singing Saints, you are welcome to join us too – 
just reach out to Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org to get the link!  Also, Saints – if you have 
ideas for our theme each week, let Mr. Barger know! 
 

All Singers! 
Like the Singing Saints, our adults have enjoyed this time together to catch up, get updates and 
really just check in with folks. We are pleased that we have the technology to make it work.  
Each week we might include a short Bible study, time for prayer and/or devotion, music history, 
Hymn trivia or others things as we continue to persist through this different way of doing things.   
We will continue with our meetings at 7:00 p.m. EVERY OTHER Wednesday (June 3, 17 and July 1, 15 and 
29). Again, this opportunity is for ALL those who enjoy singing – whether you have sung in one of our 
ensembles in the past, the current, maybe the future and maybe never – but if it enjoy singing – please consider 
joining us!   
Those who have already been participating or are members of our “regular” ensembles should already be 
receiving email notification of these gatherings including the appropriate links.  If you are not receiving these 
emails, please reach out to Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org to get added to the list or sent separately 
(sometimes the mass email gets lost). Come join us! We have had some great fellowship and community time 
of sharing in these meetings.  We welcome you all. 
 

Summer Musicians 
In-person worship remains an unknown at this point until we know how to most 
safely and appropriately join together again. We can still enjoy a long standing 
summer tradition at Epiphany with our “summer musicians.”  This is an opportunity 
for those that might have time to only share their musical talents in worship on a 
limited basis a chance to do so. We enjoy the variety and it is wonderful to hear 
(and see) all the talent that we have in our midst! It could be an instrument or you 
can sing something or maybe even play something unique!   
 

If you are interested in sharing your musical talents in worship during the summer months (recognizing that we 
might have to change!), please sign up now! Please reach out to Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org to get on 
the schedule! We will work together with the technology to keep this ministry alive and well! This is always a 
favorite for our congregation!   
Please consider being a part! 
 

Music Minutes with Kevin 
We continue to offer another social persisting event with Music Minute. Our music director offers this time 
together on Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. to focus on music. 
Generally, Kevin provides some insight to the hymns we will 
be singing in worship the following day (very brief tidbits or 
comments), and then offers a musical presentation of those 
hymns – on either piano or organ. This time provides 
primarily music for you to listen to during the week but also 
a little history and knowledge of hymnody along the way. It 
is available on Facebook Live and our YouTube Channel.  
Be sure to “stop in!” 
 

mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Vision 2020 Construction Update 

The temporary office trailers are gone and Pastor Phillip and Pastor Joseph and the church staff have moved 
into the new administrative space. We are still waiting for some furniture to arrive, but the staff is getting 
everything arranged for their working convenience. The interior of the expansion is complete except for a 
punch list of items for touch up. 
 
The exterior will be finished early June 2020, i.e.; parking lot, sidewalks and landscaping. Trees will probably 
not be planted until Fall, because that is the time that they will have a better chance to take root and survive. 
 
At this time, I would like to thank the Building Team for all of their work and support. In addition, I can’t 
forget to thank all of the church members that have supported this 3 year expansion as well as all of the 
positive feed back that has been received. 
 
Thank you for your time and patience in this expansion process as we ”Brighten Our Light” and move forward 
to our Vision 2020. 
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Tours of our new 

and improved building! 

We will be offering guided tours of our new construction (Gathering areas, nar-

thex, Administrative Suite, and Music Center/Chapel, etc.) on select days in the 

month of Tuesday for anyone interested in seeing it in person! 

Tours will be conducted in groups of eight (socially distanced) and facemasks 

will be worn. Steve Collins, Construction Manager, will be leading the tours and 

is able (and happy) to answer questions. Tours will be about 45 minutes long. 

Dates for tours will be Tuesday, June 16; Thursday, June 18; Tuesday, June 23; and 

Thursday, June 25. Times will vary between morning, afternoon and evening. 

Check your email for a Sign-Up Genius that will be sent to the congregation so 

that individuals can sign up for the date and time that works best for them. We 

will add other dates as needed. 
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Faith Formation 

June and July Baptism Birthdays 
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Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our 

ministry to and with 7th through 12th 

grade students.  We meet about every 

other week after the second worship 

service for lunch, games, small 

groups, Bible study, service projects, 

activities, songs, and whatever 

activities and adventures to which the 

Spirit leads!  We also participate in 

Virginia Synod retreats and summer 

service trips.   

Pastor Joseph and the Timothy Ministers (adult leaders) are called to serve the EYG community. 

Our Youth Sunday service on May 24 was powerful and faithful and brought a whole lot of JOY to my heart -- 
and to the hearts of MANY. On behalf of the congregation and myself, I want to thank all our students and 
parents for leading us in prayer, song, scripture readings; and for every aspect of worship.   
 

A couple special thanks: Mr. Scott Dietrick edited and compiled all the videos and pictures and used his vast 
gifts for music and technology to bring it all together. We love you and we thank you, Scott.   
 

A special thanks to the Class of 2020 seniors. Amazing. Awesome. Astounding. Particularly: you guys 
strengthen my faith when I hear you speaking the gospel. You are able to speak about God as the subject of 
active verbs...meaning sentences like: God loves the world...God was leading me...God showed me... you have 
grown to a maturity of faith through this community so that you are able not only see God at work, but to 
articulate how God is at work. This is adult faith. This is faith that leads and gives birth to faith in others. This is 
the work of the Holy Spirit in you and in us and it was on display for Youth Sunday. Thank you all for being 
vulnerable, honest, and faithful. WOW. 
 

As we continue persistence in our life together, a couple updates: 
 

1. Our next Zoom Meeting will be Wednesday night, 
June 17.  5-8th grade youth will zoom at 7pm and 9-
12th grade youth will zoom at 8pm.  I will send out a 
link for this in a reminder email. For now I just wanted 
to let you know that we will be taking a break from our 
weekly Sunday afternoon zoom meeting (zoom 
fatigue) so we can go from worship on Sunday 
morning out into God's creation to play -- that's so 
important for our mental health! 
 

2. This year Youth Assembly will be for ANYONE and EVERYONE who would like to attend.  We will gather 
virtually on June 13 from 1-3:30, and this is for all 7-12th grade students.  Virtual Kairos will be July 27-31 and 
is open to all current 8-11th/ Rising 9-12th grade students.  I will send our links for both of these events by email.  
 

3. SENIOR CELEBRATION: We will celebrate the Class of 2020. More info on this to come, very soon! 
 

Again, thank you for Sunday.  I am filled with hope for the future. 
 

Peace+ 
 

Pastor Joseph  

Youth Ministry 
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MASKS FOR MEMBERS 
If any of you would like to have a homemade mask to wear when you are away from home, 
please let Beth know at bbarger@epiphanyelca.org. Please let her know if you prefer a mask 
with “ear loops” or one with ties. Know that there is no charge for the masks. We just want 
people to have them and to wear them.  
Be safe and healthy. 

We are working on a youth directory for 5-12th grade! 

The EYG Leadership team, the senior class, Hanne and I are inviting you to send your...  
 
1. Full Name 
2. a PICTURE of you (can be creative but please make sure we can see who it is)  
3. Your school and grade (for this coming year, 2020-2021) 
4. Favorite hobby/hobbies/activities 
5. Your email  
6. Your cell number 
7. Any social media links you'd like to include 
 
Let's keep it simple and easy...you can just reply to hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org.  We will create a digital file as 
well as a paper copy to mail out. 

mailto:bbarger@epiphanyelca.org


 11 

 

Community Service Ministry 

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in Price Hall. 
For additional information, call the pantry at 565-
8007. Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
 

CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
...but if you’re willing to volunteer when they reopen, 

please let Beth know at bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
They will only be able to reopen if they have enough 

volunteers. 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

MICAH News    
The following letter written several years ago by Epiphany member Susan Freeze describes what MICAH 
volunteers do. She describes from her perspective what having a MICAH volunteer means. She writes: 
 
“Micah Volunteers,  
      

Being a Richmond City School teacher who has had a Micah 
volunteer for three years now at my school (John B. Cary), I 
wanted to thank you for volunteering. Words cannot express 
what it means to have the help and support of Micah. I have 
sometimes heard our volunteers say things such as, “I didn’t do 
much” or “all I did was . . .. “  Trust me, whether you are filing, 
sharpening pencils, working in the library, making folders, inter-
acting with the students, helping with bulletin boards, etc. everything you do is important no matter how 
small it might seem. The special meals and treats you provide throughout the school year makes teachers real-
ly feel appreciated. In addition, (when you have the opportunity to do so) your interaction with the students 
makes them feel important and special because you come to their school and take time to talk to them. They 
feel the love.” 
Students crave attention. Volunteers’ presence at their school translates into caring for them. Opportunities 
and options for tasks and time are flexible and varied. Please consider volunteering. A good time to begin is 
September. For more information, sign the MICAH sheet found in Price Hall. 
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Members in Our Prayers 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  

pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  

jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  

kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,  

hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Faith Formation Ministries,  

vacant 
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  

dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 
Facilities Manager, Tod Mitchell 

tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org 

Although our office is closed during the COVID-19 

pandemic, we will be in the office during listed times. 

Monday -Thursday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Pastor Phillip 

will be in the office. 

Monday and Friday: 10:00 am - Noon. Hanne will be in 

the office. 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Worship Times 

Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
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www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

June 15, 1955 - It was noted in the Examiner concerning the Vacation Church School that only 2 incidents had 
occurred: 1.) Lloyd Miller required a stitch in his scalp when the pastor's dog pushed him over and 2.) one 
class used poison ivy leaves to make a display. 

July 10, 1950 - Temporary officers are elected at a meeting of the provisional church council. 

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

