
June 10, 2020 
 
Members and friends of Epiphany: 
 
At its meeting on June 9, Congregation Council decided to aim for Sunday, July 19, as the first day we 
would return to in-person, on-site worship. Following the guidelines and advice set by the governor of 
Virginia, the Virginia Synod, and medical professionals in our congregation, we feel that July 19 is the 
earliest we could hold a worship service at Epiphany with minimal risk. We do not expect that date to 
change, but we will give clear notice if it needs to. On-line worship offerings on YouTube and Facebook 
will continue on July 19 and the Sundays following so that those who can’t or who choose not to 
worship in-person will still be able to worship with us in some way. 
 
Beginning on July 19, and for the weeks and months that follow, our worship services will be briefer 
than usual and will likely involve no singing and no Holy Communion. Many of the details are still being 
planned, but we are excited about the prospect of gathering together and glorifying God with our 
presence and corporate prayers. People who are feeling unwell or who are at risk of contracting COVID-
19 because of age or because they are immuno-compromised will be expected to stay at home. Those 
who are experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms will be expected to stay at home as well. Worshippers 
will be required to wear protective face masks and our worship attendance will be limited to 50 people. 
An on-line sign-up chart for each service will be sent out prior to each week. Reservations can also be 
made by calling the church office during specific hours on Monday: 10:00am-12noon. We plan to hold 
worship in our sanctuary. 
 
At this time the pastors are continuing to look for worship “pioneers” who would be willing to form a 
team to make sure we keep the risk of communicating COVID-19 to an absolute minimum. Duties of 
these volunteers may include wiping pews down between services, disinfecting door handles and other 
common surfaces, and helping to direct traffic flow. Please email Pastor Phillip at 
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org. Those who are on the regular usher rotation will need to let Pastor Phillip 
know if you want to be included on this list. 
 
We are grateful for the prayers of our congregation that have gotten us through this difficult time of 
separation. 
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Phillip Martin 
Pastor Joseph Bolick 
Tripp Dillard, Council President 
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