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Meet Epiphany’s Community Service Team!

Our congregation’s objective in Community Service is to cultivate Christ-like servants who respond to
God’s grace by loving our neighbors as ourselves. Below is a list of the people in the photo above along
with the ministries they help coordinate within the life of our congregation as we live out that objective.
Back row, (1-r): Chris Crouch (Epiphany Garden and Epiphany Quilters); Kim Johnson (CARITAS);
Matt Greenshields (Lutheran Family Services); Mike Long (ACTS and HHOPE)
Front Row (l-r): Beth Barger (staff, Coordinator of Volunteers); Cheryl Hamm (LAMB’S Basket);
Mary Sue Oehler (MICAH); Walt Westin (Team Leader, Liberation Veteran Services)
Other members of the team who are not pictured:

Faye Coppage (Easter Basket donations); Eileen Johnson (Easter Basket donations); Stephanie Hamlett
(HHOPE and Thanksgiving Basket donations); Brenda Barnes (Thanksgiving Baskets); Ellen Long (ACTS);
Marilyn Gloyer (Prayer Shawl and Habitat for Humanity); Stew Gloyer (Habitat for Humanity);
Clair Westin (Christmas Giving Tree); Frances Burger (Christmas Giving Tree); Allen and Diane
Neergaard (LAMB’S Basket and at-large support); Barb Hammer (CARITAS); Emily Dietrick (at-large
support); Pastor Joseph Bolick (pastoral support).
We are thankful for the leadership of so many Christ-like servant-leaders and the work they do to facilitate the
service ministry for the whole congregation. They do the background work so that the rest of us have service
opportunities! If you are interested in serving in any of these ministries or becoming a member of the
Community Service Team, please contact Beth Barger at bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org or Walt Westin at
wawestin@comcast.net.
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Words from our Pastors
Small Group Ministry starting in the Fall!
Pastor Phillip and Pastor Joseph will be launching a small group ministry in September in order to provide
opportunities for fellowship and spiritual growth among members of the congregation. It is our hope that small
group ministry at Epiphany will help people deepen their relationships with Christ and with each other,
especially at a time when our congregation will be undergoing some significant changes due to the Vision
2020 plan. We know that many people are already involved in some type of small group ministry at Epiphany,
even though it may not be named as such. The new small groups that we will form are not meant to compete
with or replace any of those existing group ministries, but they will be open for anyone in the congregation to
join.
Small group ministry has been the backbone of our popular and successful Virginia Synod Youth events for
years. Small groups provide a way for a large community to be made smaller. They enable closer faith-based
relationships to form, and they also provide a good context for growing in discipleship. We are excited to see
how these benefits influence the whole life of Epiphany.
This is how we envision our small groups functioning:
•

They will be sermon-based small groups, meaning that the content discussed by small groups each week
will be based on one of the pastors’ prior sermons. Questions to guide discussion will be accessible on the
church website every week. Each group will be able to choose which sermon and accompanying set of
questions to use. Sermons (both text and audio versions) are already available on the website. We think this
will keep things easy and accessible to people at many stages of faith development. No extra Bible
knowledge needed! No special book to order!

•

The small groups will form for 10-week sessions, one session in the fall and one in the spring. There can
be some flexibility as to when each group meets. All of that will be coordinated by the small group leaders.
They will meet during the week in people’s homes, but we do have some space available at church. One
group can meet between worship services on Sundays (9:45-10:45am)

•

Each meeting will be approximately 90 minutes long: 20 minutes of fellowship, 15-20 minutes of checking
in, and about an hour for covering the questions and prayer.

•

People will be able to sign up for whichever small group they
would like. We plan to have several different ones on offer: ones
based on geographical area; ones for couples; ones for men-only;
ones for women only; ones for young adults, etc.

•

We hope to have enough people sign-up to field at least 8 small
groups. With an average of 10 people in each group, that is 80
people involved in small group ministry. That represents about
20% of our average worship attendance, a goal we think is
achievable.

Stay tuned this summer as more information is provided, and check the
table in the Commons once the sign-up sheets become available.

2

Building Team Update
At the May 15, 2018 Council Meeting, on the agenda was a proposed budget for
the expansion and restoration of church facilities. After about 2 hours of
discussion and dialogue between council, finance and building team members in
attendance, a motion was made by a member of council to approve a $ 2.6 million
budget for construction costs and a $600K-800K budget for soft costs for an all
end budget of $3.2-3.4 million. This motion was seconded and approved
unanimously. This allows the building team to authorize the architect to move
forward with the design development of the current plans on display in the
commons, taking into consideration the comments and concerns that were
received at the April 2018 forum. The building team and the architect will be
working through the summer on the expansion to present at the congregational
meeting in the fall, 2018. Both the budget and the facilities expansion plan will
have to be approved by the congregation in order for us to move forward. With
the $2.6 million budget, we have had to scale back from the plans that are now on
view in the commons.
The $600K-800K budget for "soft costs" will include hiring a construction manager, new furniture/furnishings,
IT and security wiring, permits, inspection of the building prior to construction, asbestos removal if necessary
and added insurance costs during construction, etc.
A word about plans for the Chapel in the proposed designs: The architect is working with the Team and Kevin
Barger to ensure that the space will be able to retain its Chapel function even though it will also be a new music
room. Given the low use of the Chapel space for special worship services (fewer than 3 times a year since 2014,
including both weddings and memorial services), we feel that this dual-purpose proposal is the best use of the
limited spaces we have.
Your Building Team looks forward to continuing the process of updating and expanding our current facilities to
meet our ongoing ministry needs and to prepare us for future ministry. Team members are Pastor Martin, team
leader, Steve Collins, Karen Myers, Carole, Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel McKean,
Bryan Oslin, Kristine Quann, Paul Sweet and Ray Spletzer

Blessing of the Quilts
On Sunday, June 24, our pews will be adorned with the beautiful quilts that our Quilting Team Ministry has
been busy putting together for Lutheran World Relief (LWR). These quilts go all over the world, including here
in the United States, to be used as warmth for bedding, shelter from the cold and rain, and their versatility also
makes these quilts useful as simple tents, floor coverings or a wrap to hold a baby on a mothers back.
Once our quilts are blessed, they are loaded into the church van. Chris
and Bill Crouch head out the next day for delivery to the distribution
warehouse in New Windsor, MD. From there all quilts are shipped world
-wide. Did you know it costs $2.25 to send each quilt? Maybe you could
help defray the cost by a donation to LWR, go to:
https://lwr.org/get-involved/quilts, and learn more about these special
quilts.
You can also contact Cathy DeLesDernier, 804-264-6372 or Chris
Crouch, 804-740-4802 for more information.
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Finance Ministry

YTD through April, 2018, our receipts of $243,326 are ahead of budget by $3,216 and expenses of
$217,732 are $24,545 less than budget. We have a favorable surplus of $25,594 which is $27,761 favorable
to our budgeted surplus of ($2,167).
Regular member giving is $236,227 which is ahead of budget by $3,921 and favorable to last year by
$4,521.
Total expenses year to date are $217,732 which is $24,545 below our budget due to several large items:
•
Choir robes were budgeted for $6k but were acquired at a 50% discount resulting in $3k savings
•
Christian Education & Youth favorable $10k due to timing of expenditures and will catch up
•
Administration favorable by $5k due primarily to Audit payment that should hit in 2nd quarter

Congratulations 2018 Graduates!
Epiphany is blessed with many amazing young adults who are
graduating from high school, college, or graduate school. We
extend congratulations and best wishes to all the 2018
graduates. Check out the “Congrats” Youth section of the
bulletin board in the Commons, so you can express your
personal good wishes to each one.
If a family member is graduating, please take the time to write
about that accomplishment on a paper graduation star. The stars
are located in a basket at the coffee station in the Commons.
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Music Ministry
SPECIAL MUSIC FOR SUMMER
If you are interested in sharing your musical talents during worship in
the summer months, please talk with Kevin or visit music room and
check the information on the bulletin board outside the Music Room.
We are so fortunate to have many talented individuals willing to share
their talents to enhance our worship experience as our choirs take a well
-deserved break for the summer months. This opportunity is open to all
musicians of all skill levels and all ages. This has become a tradition
that fills quickly, so please don’t wait until the last minute! Contact
Kevin at 746-5756 or kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org if you have
questions.

MUSIC MINISTRY PICNIC
All music ministry participants and their families are invited to
attend an end of year picnic at the Bargers’ home on Saturday,
June 30; 3-7 p.m. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.
We will provide the chicken and drinks. The pool will be open,
so bring your suit and towel! So that we can plan accordingly
for food, please respond to Kevin and Beth at 746-5756 or
thebargers@comcast.net by June 25. You may also sign up at
the Welcome Desk in the Commons. We hope many of you can
enjoy this relaxing time of fellowship and celebration of God’s
musical gifts.

Altar Care
Many thanks to all who did altar Care during the Easter season. These
thanks include all the acolytes who struggled to reach the highest candles
on the candelabra, those who filled the candles each week with oil and
those who made the Easter season special.
Thanks to Norene Girton, June Cheelsman, Bobbie Jo Carroll, Jackie
Collins and Carole McCullough for serving the month of May.
Upcoming servers will be: Teresa and Greg Rollins and Bonita and Alvah
Wyatt at the first service , Jean Henry and Margaret Risher the second
service in June.
In July the servers will be: Maria Prince and Susan Guckenberg at first service and Wayne Shimko
and Diane Dillard at the second service.
The paraments will be green until the end of October. That seems like a long ways away!
Peggy Roberts
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Faith Formation

Vacation Bible School—Registration is Open and Online!
July 16-20, 2018
8:45 am-12:00 pm
Everyone is invited to join us on the River Epiphany to “Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God!”
Our rivertastic week will include lots of games, stories, crafts, snacks and fun!
Spots are almost full and June 18 will be the last day to register and receive your “River Pack” !!!
Participants and Volunteers should register trough our church website http://epiphanyelca.org/learn/children
The deadline for Adult Volunteer Registration is Tuesday, June 26 due to Epiphany’s Background Screening
requirements for adult volunteers.

Volunteer Guides and Supply Donations are Needed for VBS!
While we are planning this fun filled week for all the children who are going to come sing,
dance, learn about Jesus, craft, enjoy yummy snacks and make new friends, it is important that
we have as many “Volunteer Guides” as possible!
Whether your gift is traversing the halls with an Age Group, leading an activity or singing and
dancing your heart out in music, picking up needed supplies or none of the above-WE NEED
YOU!
There are so many different ways to be a part of the journey! So grab your life vest and sign
up to help, whether it is for a supply donation, the whole week or one dayyour participation will make a difference to the children of our congregation
and community.
VBS Volunteer Training for Adult Leadership will be offered on Sunday,
June 3 or June 10 at 9:30 am in Sala Chapel-please plan to attend one of the
training sessions.
VBS Volunteer Teambuilding and Training for Youth will take place on Sunday, July 15 at
11:30 am in Sala Chapel-pizza will be provided! More information will be sent out at the end of June!
A list of needed supplies is on the Faith Formation Bulletin Board in the Commons!
With so many different ways to serve-there is a Guide Position perfect for you!
Want to learn more?

Email cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org or call the Church Office to learn about these opportunities!
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Adult Faith Formation
LEGO VBS
Building Faith Brick by Brick
Join us for a different VBS experience as we explore stories of the
Bible and come together for family fellowship! This sensory friendly
VBS combines Legos, Learning and Love!
Bring your dinner and join us for activities at 5:30 pm in Sala Chapel
on Monday evenings starting June 25.
Our lessons will include God Calls Us by Name, Cross Power, We Are
God’s Masterpieces, God Created Everything, God is Love, The Holy
Spirit Makes Us Fruity, Go Fish, Great Builder of the Bible, A
Rainbow of Promises
Interested in building with us?!?
Sign up at http://epiphanyelca.org/learn/children

Thank You for a Wonderful Year of Sunday
School!
This Sunday School Year was so much fun and we were so
fortunate to have the opportunity to learn and grow in our
Christian Faith! Thank you to everyone who served on one of our
Teaching Teams this year!
Plans are already in progress for our 2018-19 Sunday School
Year! And, as always, we need wonderful volunteers willing to
serve on our Teaching Teams and to lead Adult Sunday School
Classes. The resources we provide our teachers are designed to
have your time focused on engaging and learn with others!
Interested, but want to know more?
Contact Cheryl Baggs,
cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org or call
the Church Office to ask your questions
and get more information!
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YOUTH SUNDAY 2018
On behalf of the whole congregation of Epiphany, THANK YOU to the young men and young women who
lead worship on May 6th!
Thank you for singing, greeting, running the video camera, playing handbells, giving a children's sermon,
preaching, playing instruments, distributing communion, acolyting, reading scripture, writing and praying,
ushering, and leading us in worship. All you did powerfully proclaimed Jesus as our shepherd, protector, and
guide. The congregation joins me in giving thanks to God for each of you.
You are all so gifted in academics, athletics, drama, music, the arts, and more, but you are aware that our life
of faith is not one more activity among many, but rather our faith in Chris is the lens through which we see
everything else.
Thank you parents for letting us support you in the ministry of raising your children in faith! Thank you
to our Timothy Ministers for working hard behind the scenes! Thanks be to God!
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Youth Ministry______________________________

JUNE & JULY

Friday–Sunday, June 8-10

Youth Assembly

Sunday, June 10

Class of 2018 Graduation and End of Year Party—All high school seniors and
their entire families are invited to join us for our graduation party, hosted by the
Gardner Family, on Sunday, June 10th at 6 pm. This gathering is for all graduates
and their families, all current high school youth (including rising 9th graders),
and all Timothy Ministers.

Sunday, June 24

National Gathering Meeting, 6-8 pm, progressive dinner

Wednesday, June 27Sunday, July 1

National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX

Sunday, July 15 –
Friday, July 20

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is a great opportunity to spend time with younger
youth in the congregation and model our faith!

Sunday- Friday, July 22-27 Kairos at Roanoke College
_______________________________________________________________________________________

LIL
YOUTH

Lil Youth COOKOUT! Alexandra and Justin will be having a cookout
on June 2 to celebrate a wonderful year together in Lil Youth ~ please
watch your email box for a forthcoming invitation!
Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th graders
and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings this coming
year, including games, field trips, crafts, service projects, and more as
we grow in faith and friendship!
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Fellowship Ministry
Summertime Donuts
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons to bring 4 dozen
donuts and 50 donut holes from the donut shop of your choice on a
Sunday and put them in the Commons. Save your receipts and give
them to Beth Barger if you’d like to be reimbursed. Questions?
Contact Beth at 282-6066 (church) or 839-2398 (cell)

Men’s Basketball - Join us Tuesday, June 5, in Price Hall (the gym) for full court play

from 7:30 to 9 pm. Bring two shirts, one light and one dark colored, which helps distinguish
teams during play.
We play the first Tuesday of each month.

Summer Social on the Lawn
During the summer months on Sunday, June 24, July 29 and August 19, join us
from 9:30-10 am and 11:30 am to Noon on the lawn out front by the cross for
drinks, refreshments and fellowship.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This month our group will meet in the parlor on the second Saturday of the
month in the parlor at 12:00 pm, June 9. In July on the fourth Tuesday of the
month at 11:00 am, July 24. (VBS is taking place on the third Tuesday); and
in August on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am, August 21. If you
would like to work from home and not attend our meetings, we would love
to count you as one of our members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care
about: those with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; those
who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; graduate;
newlyweds; to name a few.
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to request a Prayer
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist
you with your need.

10

Stephen Ministry
New Stephen Ministers
We are pleased to announce that Epiphany will have tree new Stephen Ministers in June. We are thankful that
these ladies have answered the call to serv our congregation through this ministry.
Jeanette Linka
Jeanette has been a member of Epiphany for close to twenty-five years. She has served in
a number of areas: Confirmation Mentor, on the Altar Care Team, and a member of the
Mutual Ministry Team which serves as a sounding board for the pastors.
She considers Epiphany a special congregation and has appreciated the love and concern
shown her and her family throughout the years. Jeanette believes that she can support
others in the same way as a Stephen Minister.

April Wallace
April was raised in Christ United Methodist Church here in Richmond. About two
years ago, two children who are members of Epiphany and who ride her bus to school
invited her to attend our Advent service here. It resulted in her becoming a member in
2016. During her youth, April participated in a number of missions—to rural
Kentucky, Southwest Virginia and even Russia. She believes that giving back and
helping those in need is what God has called her to do. Becoming a Stephen Minister is
still another way she can help those who need someone to listen and provide
compassion and empathy.

Susan Nepomuceno
Susan states that she approaches each day with this thought in mind: “Live in such a
way that those who know you, but don’t know God, will come to know God because of
you.” She has been inspired by the Virginia Synod call for us to be ambassadors for
Christ and this has prompted her to become a Stephen Minister.

Please thank these ladies for the time and effort they have expended
in training to become Stephen Minsters. Theirs is a worthy calling
that deserves our thanks and support.
Debbie Pellmann and Mike Horacek
Stephen Leaders
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Thank You
Pastors and friends at Epiphany,
I’m adapting to my diminished vision and the fractures in my foot are
healing. Thank you for the prayers. calls and cards. Your
thoughtfulness is appreciated.
Milly De Les Dernier
Dear Friends,
I got quite a surprise on Sunday when there came a knock at my
door: flowers from the altar!! Thank you so much for thinking of me.
The flowers have brought colors to my living room all week.
Best wishes,
Patricia Thompson
Thank you for all your prayers, cards, and notes I received after the death
of my sister Ramona.
Ellen Kessler
Dear Pastors, church council and friends,
Thank you for the prayers, thoughtful acts and cards during my dear cousin’s long illness and death. We are a very small
and close family. Thord and Karen really wanted us to take our trip and that’s why we were away the last few days of
Thord’s life and at the time of his death. Family members sent us twice daily posts as to what was going on with Thord.
We will miss him deeply.
Sincerely,
Mac and Carole Einarsen Alfriend
Dear Epiphany,
Thank you so much for the beautiful quilts you donated to the McShin Foundation. The time, care, and love that went
into making the quilts shows and is so appreciated. They will bring an added element of “home” into our recovery
houses and offices. We appreciate your effort and care aimed towards our participants and mission. Thank you for all
that you do!
Sincerely,
Alden Gregory
Director of Development
McShin Foundation

Dear Friends of Epiphany,
Bill and I would like to thank all of you who reached out to us during our son Daniel’s assignment in South
Korea with the Air Force. Your notes and cards to him meant a great deal to him and to us as well. A simple
“Have you heard from Daniel?", or “We’ve been hearing a lot about Korea, how is Daniel doing?” gave us the
chance to talk about him and know that others were thinking about him too. Like all of our military this is a
job he chooses to do, and we support him. That said, we are just always grateful when he is a little closer to
home. A 13 hour time difference and a year’s assignment make for difficult communication even in this digital
age.
Bill and Chris Crouch
The staff of Epiphany would like to say a hearty “Thank you” to Ray Spletzer for his service as volunteer
Property Manager for the past 2 ½ years, and for his service as Financial Secretary for the 6 years before that.
Neither of those jobs is particularly glamourous, and both entail many hours, often lots of headaches, and
plenty of on-the-spot problem-solving. Ray did it all with a smile, a firm handshake, and a can-do attitude!
Ray was always ready to help us and figure out what we needed to help us serve here, and he was especially
helpful whenever something broke or needed immediate attention. If it had been any better, it wouldn’t have
been legal (as he always used to say)! We will miss both Ray and Leanne and we pray that they have a safe
landing in their new home. God bless them and keep them in his grace.
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Community Service Ministry
LAMB’s Basket
LAMB’s Basket Food Drive – We will be handing out grocery bags
with a list of needed food items for The LAMB’s Basket on Sunday,
June 10, immediately following both services. We hope that you will
provide support either through buying requested groceries or
providing financial support. Needed items are: Canned Pasta Sauce,
Canned Meat, Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit, Mac and
Cheese, 16 oz. box of Spaghetti, Cereal, Peanut Butter, and Grape
Jelly. If you wish to participate, we ask that you bring your donations
to the church by Sunday, June 24 or as soon as you are able. Thank
you so much for your continued support for this much needed
community organization. Any questions check out our church display
or call Cheryl Hamm at (804) 399-7650.

SUMMER IS COMING AND THE NEED FOR BLOOD IS NEVER GREATER!
The need for blood is ever-present and your continued support is absolutely necessary. Epiphany’s blood
drives for 2018 have already been scheduled with Virginia Blood Services. Please mark the
following dates in your calendar: July 8 and September 30.
Please consider supporting Epiphany's Blood Drive on July 8, in Price Hall from 8am-12:15pm.
A sign up sheet will be in the Commons sometime in June.

If you are unable to participate on that day, you can still give at any Virginia Blood Services location. If you
do, please give the VBS staff Epiphany's code # 5647.
Thank you for supporting this important mission. Questions? Contact Carl Erickson cferickson@gmail.com or
804-873-5163.

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional
information, call the pantry at 565.8007.
Inclement weather? Check channel 8 for
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then
LAMB’s Basket is closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are available on the Community
Service bulletin board for those under 18.
Quarterly Newsletter can be fond at:
www.lambsbasket.org

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, June 9, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Wednesday, June 20, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Friday, July 14, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Wednesday, July 18, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d
Mission Trip?
The Community Service Ministry Team is considering sponsoring a
week long intergenerational mission trip. The team would like to gauge
the congregation's interest in participating in such an outreach ministry.
Ideally, we would like to schedule a week at an established program
through the ELCA or possibly another organization. The trip would be
centered around traveling to an area of need, either within the United
States, or possibly abroad to provide much needed work for the
community. In the past, our youth have participated in such ministries
and now we'd like to get all age groups involved. If you would be
interested in participating in such a trip please email Walt Westin at wawestin@comcast.net or contact Beth
Barger at the church office.
We will then determine if there is enough interest and possibly schedule a meeting to further explore options.
Thanks again,
Walt

MICAH

“End of Year – 2017-18”

The route from Epiphany to Southampton Elementary (SES) this school year has been active. Looking back,
Epiphany can smile at experiences that helped to bring SES and ELC together. Beginning last August,
thirteen members showed up for a workday to help the principal get ready for the opening of school. By
mid October, five members began to volunteer weekly or bi-weekly either assisting a classroom teacher
or the librarian. The counselor appreciated volunteers to help manage the Tiger Store four times
throughout the year. Our congregation donated over 350 school supply items in the fall that provided
“extras” as needed. Cold weather arrived and a member donated thirty-six pairs of hand-knit mittens that
were given to the nurse who gave to students in need. Numerous volunteers responded to the request for
help during the Book Fair. Two members shared their stories about their careers for Career Day.
Congregational members donated over 700 children’s books that made possible every child receiving a
book to take home at Dr. Seuss Birthday Party. In May the teachers and staff enjoyed an ICE CREAM
SOCIAL in appreciation for their service. It’s been a good year.
GOD’S WORK; OUR HANDS!
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW!
THANK YOU, EPIPHANY!
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d
ACTS House in July
For the 5 Sundays of July, Epiphany will be collecting donation items for
ACTS (Area Congregations Together in Service) that can be placed
inside the ACTS House on display at church. ACTS is a local charitable
organization dedicated to helping families stay in their homes during
times of financial stress.
ACTS House donations consist of items such as paper products, cleaning
supplies, and diapers.
For the 5 Sundays in July, we will concentrate on donations of specific items.
Please donate these items by placing them in the ACTS House. Our goal will be to fill the House twice!!!
July 1

Paper Towels

July 8

Laundry Detergent

July 15

Diapers (Size 1 only)

July 22

Disinfecting Wipes

July 29

Toilet Paper

Crossover Healthcare Ministry is a local ministry called to provide high quality healthcare, promote
wellness, and connect community talents and resources with
people in need in the name of Jesus Christ. They’re inviting all
runners and their families to join them for their annual Moo &
Brew 5K on Saturday, June 9. This year the race starts and ends at
the Virginia War Memorial. This event features live music, great
food, and local craft beer. Also, enjoy games and activities for the
whole family. Proceeds from the race will be used to help fund
their many healthcare services in Richmond and the surrounding
counties. You can register online at
https://www.crossoverministry.org/news-events/moo-brew-5k2018/
If you’d like to put together a team to raise donations call Corliss
Hamilton at 804-422-2794 ext. 117 or email her at
chamilton@crossoverministry.org.
Here are the details!
The Date: June 9
Party Location: Virginia War Memorial – 621 S Belvidere St, Richmond, VA 23220
Time: Race begins at 6 pm – Party to follow!
Registration Fees:
Registration (pricing good through May 1)
5K Road Race – $30 (Race plus one Ticket)
Party only – $30 (3 Tickets)
5K Road Race and Party – $50 (Race plus 3 Tickets)
Individual tickets for beer as well as “Kid’s Meals" will be available for purchase at the event for $5!
*Tickets can be redeemed for either food or beverages. All attendees receive event T-shirt
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LADIES’ SPRING LUNCHEON
JUNE 12 – 11 am
Please join us for our annual meeting and luncheon
featuring a performance by the Encore Dancers.
Choice of box luncheon of salad or sandwich plus sides and dessert
$11
Choose from these options
•
•
•

Chef Salad (turkey, ham, cheese plus hard cooked egg)
Cobb Salad (chicken, bacon, cheese, egg, veggies)
Classic Caesar

Sandwiches:
• Turkey/Avacado (Oven roasted turkey breast, sliced avocado, sprouts, Swiss cheese, cranberry sauce,
honey wheat bread),
• Club(Oven roasted turkey breast, baked ham, bacon, cheddar & provolone, honey wheat bread)
• Herb Roasted Chicken (Chicken marinated in blend of herbs & spices, Swiss cheese, pesto mayo, olive oil
& herb bread)
Indicate your choice of salad or sandwich on your check, make it out to WELCA and give to Tatter Hartmann
or put in envelope on Women’s section of bulletin board. Deadline June 4
no exceptions!
LAMB’S BASKET will be our charity recipient.
You may bring donations of either canned food items or cash
ALL WOMEN OF EPIPHANY ARE INVITED

All Circles will start up again in September!
The Margaret Miller Circle Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Jackie Collins,
with any questions.
The Clara Sullivan Circle Questions? Call Eileen Johnson 752-6140 .
New members and guests are always welcome.
The Katie Luther Circle If you are interested in joining our evening circle, please contact Tatter at 804-8410276 or tatterh@hotmail.com
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Nursery School News
I can’t believe that our school year is over! What a great year it has been. We had a great May Day program
with our PreK students in the sanctuary followed by a fun picnic here for the
whole school. The Fun Bus came again this year; it is definitely a big hit
with the children. We had baby chicks in our 3-year-old class again this year.
We enjoyed watching them grow feathers and learn to fly and even got to
take them outside one day. They are now living with one of our former
teachers here in Richmond. You can see cute pictures of them on our
Facebook page. We also had a great time watching lady bugs, praying
mantis and butterflies go through their lifecycles in our classrooms. Spring is
such a fun time at ELNS.

Our enrollment is steadily increasing for next year but still have space in our
1-year-old and 2-year-old programs. If you are interested in our program,
please contact me with any questions you have or to schedule a tour. You
can also visit our website at www.EpiphanyLutheranNurserySchool.com.
We are in the middle of our two weeks of summer camp. The children have been busy “sleeping under the
stars” this week! They have learned about camping and studied
the stars and other things that happen at night. Next week the
children will get to learn about nocturnal animals. We will focus
on a couple of different nocturnal creatures each day.
While we will not be in the building much over the summer, I will
still have office hours each week. They will be on Wednesdays
from 9 am to 12 pm. This is a great time to reach me by phone or
to stop by the office if you would like to have a tour of the school
or need to drop off paperwork. I will be out of the office entirely
from July 25 – August 5 for vacation. If there is a change in this
schedule, it will be on our voicemail message or Facebook page.
I am also available by email all summer and check voicemail
messages daily.
Sincerely,
Jessica Hendricks
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Safety Team Update
I first would like to thank all those who have come to me to ask for updates on the Safety Team. There are
indeed many safety concerns these days, and I am glad to report that the safety team has been as busy as ever.
We continue to understand our call and some of the items in the Long Range Plan that we should focus on. We
have begun implementing some of the plan’s initiatives, including a lock-box for easy firefighter access,
evaluation of the premise for safety concerns, background checks and policies put into place for those
volunteering with the youth and children and even re-keying the entire church facility.
Additionally, we have also begun drafting our Emergency Action Plan. Although the news would have you
believe otherwise, the more likely threat to the safety and health of the congregation lies in a fire or a medical
emergency, and in the congregation’s preparedness for that event. Not only must the congregation be prepared
(and have practiced their response) but there must also be a team of dedicated volunteers who are ready for
these events.
Therefore, I am pleased to inform you that we will be holding the
first ever Epiphany Fire Drill towards the end of the summer.
More details will be shared soon and we will be deliberate in our
planning, communication and preparedness for the drill.
I am also pleased to inform you that we will be creating a new
ministry team called “Sunday Shepherds” who will be available at
each service to offer safety assistance if it becomes needed.
Again, more details will be coming soon.
As you can see, we intend to have a busy summer as we prepare our community to respond to whatever may
come our way.
I or anyone on the team are happy to answer any questions or feedback you might have.
Thank you,
Brendan Paget, brendan@thepagets.com
Epiphany’s Safety Team & Sunday Shepherds Lead
Other members of the team: Annette Bates, Bobby Mawyer, Frank Bark, John Darnes, Jim Yucha, Joe Barnes,
Lyle Gleason, Phillip Martin, Wayne Shimko, Zach Poprocky

The Case of The Missing Flag
For some time, there was an American Flag in the Upper Room. It has some
significance to our Church because it was the flag used by the Boy Scouts of
Troop 780. When the Troop closed, it was left to the Church. It has been used in
the past for memorial and funeral services upon the request of the family.
It has now been missing for several months and no one knows what happened to
it. If you know where the flag is, please let John Hartmann (804-741-0276/804338-0265) or Barry Westin (804-263-3885) know so that it can be stored in the
Archives.
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Members in Our Prayers

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Rob Burger ‘20 - Council President
Macon Sizemore ‘19 - Vice President
Jennifer Baker ‘21 - Council Secretary
Tim Sparks ‘19 - Treasurer
Council Members
Wayne Shimko ‘19
Ray Spletzer ‘19
Kyle Anderson ‘20
Leigh Dunavant ‘20
Greg Parker ‘21
Linda Reckenbeil ‘21
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org
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Worship Times
Through Labor Day Weekend,
September 2,
we will have our summer worship
schedule as follows:
Worship times - 8:30 am and
10:30 am

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca
FROM THE ARCHIVES
June 1956 – The Examiner noted that the kitchen committee has a goal of 150 settings at $2.57 per setting.
July 1956 - Dr. Elwood Bowman recommended building a chapel to seat 200 with a relatively large narthex to
seat an overflow of 40 at a cost of $133,000.

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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