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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

June/July 2022 
Words from our Pastor 
 
The COVID pandemic 
Face mask “wars” 
vaccination debates 
school board conflicts over pandemic response and teachings on race 
death of George Floyd and subsequent murder trial 
race protests and riots 
Fox Elementary School fire 
record-breaking inflation 
Ukraine-Russia War and real threat of nuclear conflict 
impending world food crisis and famine 
baby formula shortage 
January 6 insurrection and its aftermath 
reignited debates on abortion and an anticipated SCOTUS ruling 
mass shootings at a grocery store in New York and Robb Elementary School in Texas 
 
Trauma. I look at this list and it occurs to me that most of us have, in some way, been experiencing a good deal 
of trauma over the past two and a half years. It just keeps coming! And the list above only really includes the 
main stress-inducing events we have experienced as a nation or as a world. It does not include all of the 
anxieties and challenges we all have individually faced as a result of these things—for example, the death of a 
family member from COVID, the lost instruction time from on-line school and concern about falling behind, 
and the multitude of vacations and family gatherings that have had to be postponed or cancelled, just to name a 
few. This does not count the friendships that have been strained and even lost because of differing views on 
politics or pandemic response. Taken individually, any one issue on this list would be a lot to work through. 
Taken together these things make for heavy, intense times to be living in. It is probably best that we take time 
to be patient and compassionate with each other—and with ourselves—as we work through the trauma and 
fatigue. 
 
But there is good news. In the gospels, Jesus seems to encounter some form of trauma almost every day. In 
fact, the New Testament can be viewed as a series wherein God repeatedly chooses to deal with human pain 
and anxiety, not run from it. That is, when the Divine comes to visit earth, it is not all sunshine and butterflies. 
It is, rather, a process of confronting head-on the situations and forces that do us harm, the issues that divide 
us. Jesus knows about trauma and he is willing to experience it on a very physical and personal level. How can 
Jesus’ handling of things like disease, racism, violence, and death teach us how to deal with these issues in our 
own lives? In the midst of our disorientation how can we focus on him and his words? In the swirl of 
influential voices in cable news media, conspiracy theories, and other fear-mongers, can we hold onto the hope 
our faith provides us, that God is always working to make all things new? This is my concern—that we have 
let ourselves become so catechized by political parties and viewpoints in the media that we truly forget how to 
see Christ in one another. 
 
I hope this summer can be a time of healing for you. May you spend some time in God’s creation, whether that 
is on your porch, in your yard, or on a trip somewhere far away. Find some refuge here and there from the 
seemingly constant bad news. And remember that God still loves this world so much that he gave his only Son 
to come to love us. He carries us with him, victorious, through everything God’s children face.  
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
Pastor Phillip 



 2 

 

Brighten Our Light (BOL) Update  
 
As authorized by Church Council, Epiphany has modified our existing mortgage loan of just over $2.0 
million with ELCA's Mission Investment Fund. In the face of rising interest rates generally, we were able to 
reduce our annual interest rate from 4.875% to 3.875%, thereby lowering our monthly principal and interest 
payment from $12,124 to $10,951. We anticipate taking the monthly savings and applying that to an 
additional monthly principal payment to begin to whittle away at our 
total debt. Our previous adjustable-rate loan was due to come up for a 
rate review in 2024. Our new loan terms now have locked in the lower 
rate until 2029, thus we now have seven years before the interest rate 
is up for review. Should we find that interest rates go lower before that 
time, we have the ability to modify the loan again.  
 
As a reminder, the BOL Account is still active and is the source 
through which we are making current monthly mortgage payments. As 
the Holy Spirit moves you, please feel free to contribute funds to the BOL Account. Presently, we have 
funding for roughly two years of mortgage payments in this account, plus an additional mortgage reserve 
account of about $95,000 which increases $3,750/month. As noted at the time that the BOL campaign was 
launched, it may be prudent to consider another capital campaign by the congregation in order to make a 
substantial reduction in the overall debt obligation of the church. This may be something that Epiphany may 
want to consider in the next year or two, so begin thinking and praying about how you may be able to assist. 
In the meantime, enjoy and make great use of Epiphany's newly expanded and enhanced facilities in carrying 
out our many vibrant ministries!  

Congregation Council  

ALTAR CARE 
ALTAR CARE IN JUNE & JULY  
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to do Altar Care in May! 
         First service – Michele Frese 
         Second service – Bobbie Jo Carroll, Beth Barger 
 

  Altar Care in June   
           First service –Teresa and Greg Rollins, Bev Kelley,  
           Alvah and Bonita Wyatt 
           Second service –   Margaret Risher, Jean Henry 
 

Altar Care in July  
 First service – Michele Frese 
 Second service – Beth Barger and Bobbie Jo Carroll 
 

DID YOU KNOW… 
Flowers and plants are a beautiful part of Creation. They can be seen as symbols of the harmony and joy we 
find in nature.   
Flowers are arranged in the worship space, but they are not placed on the top surface of the altar (mensa).  
The exception to this is a rose bud symbolizing the birth of a baby. 
Flowers from Saturday weddings are often left for the congregation to enjoy at the Sunday worship services. 
Flower arrangements are given each week by members of Epiphany in honor of or in memory of loved ones 
or for a special occasion.  At Epiphany, after Sunday services, the floral arrangements are either collected by 
the donors to enjoy, or they are given to be taken by volunteers to homebound members of our congregation.  
Volunteer Opportunities Available! In September we need volunteers for Altar Care at the late service! 
Would you like to join the Altar Care Team?   We would love to have you as part of the team! 
Please contact Bonita Wyatt if you are interested: Call or text:  804-347-5357  
Email: bwyatt@microtelsystems.com     Interested in Delivering Altar Flowers? 
Contact Norene Girton at tagirton@gmail.com 

mailto:bwyatt@microtelsystems.com
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Finance Ministry 

 

 

YTD May, we had receipts of $366,450 which was 119% of our budgeted receipts of $308,333 and 28% 
higher than 2021.  Expenses were $295,785 and $22,589 favorable to plan primarily due to vacancies 
(Property Manager (filled in March), Visitation Pastor, and 3rd Called Pastor) and timing of expenditures. 
 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
• Christian Education was $3,621 favorable due to timing of expenditures for curriculum and Youth 
• Admin Expense was favorable $7,827 due to timing of supply purchases and IT payments 
• Personnel Expense was favorable $15,345 due to vacancies  
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Music Ministry 

Children’s Choir Reminders 
 
All our children’s musical groups and ensembles will take some time off for the summer. We should be 
resuming rehearsals in September! 
 
Summer Musicians 
We have a long-standing summer tradition at Epiphany with our “summer 
musicians.”  This is an opportunity for those that might have time to only share their 
musical talents in worship on a limited basis a chance to do so.  We enjoy the variety 
and it is wonderful to hear (and see) all the talent that we have in our midst!  It could 
be an instrument or you can sing something or maybe even play something unique!   
 
If you are interested in sharing your musical talents in worship during the summer 
months (recognizing that we might have to change!), please sign up now!  Please 
reach out to Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org to get on the schedule!  This is 
always a favorite for our congregation!  Please consider being a part! 
 
 
Music Minutes with Kevin 
We continue to offer another even that came to be early on in the pandemic with Music Minute.  Our music 
director offers this time together on Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. to focus on music.  Generally, Kevin provides 
some insight to the hymns we will be singing in worship the following day (very brief tidbits or comments), 
and then offers a musical presentation of those hymns – on either piano or organ.  This time provides primarily 
music for you to listen to during the week but also a little history and knowledge of hymnody along the way.  
It is available on Facebook and our YouTube Channel.  Be sure to “stop in!” 

CHURCH DIRECTORY/RECORDS UPDATE! 

We could really use your help in updating our records!  

For many families, their adult children no longer live at 

home. Let us know and we can change their address. Have a 

new email or phone number? Maybe you no longer have a 

landline.   

Church Directories are available in the Commons under the 

Display Monitor for you to pick up.         

If you see an error, call or email the church office. 
804-282-6066, hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Faith Formation 

Newly Confirmed Members of Epiphany! 

On Sunday, May 22, eleven of our youth affirmed their faith and the baptismal  

promises made on their behalf!   

  Ruth Baggs   Will Burger   William Edwards 

  Kevin Henry   Ryan Mertz   Nathan Myers 

  Vivian Sarych   James (JT) Scheid  Skylar Schuetze 

  Ryan Smithson  Connor Speidell 

Sunday School 

Teachers for 

2022-2023 

We’re already planning 

for Sunday School in 2022

-2023, and we’re looking for teachers who love children and are willing to share 

their faith!  If you’re interested in serving as a Sunday School teacher next fall and 

spring, please fill out the form by following this link.  We hope to have  teaching 

teams in place by mid-August! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf98mxx-VOVIHrGbRmBQ3AvA8VKvnsGs9JW1ID-n7uLFwDYPQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Faith Formation 

VBS is July 18-22! 

We’re super excited to be hosting Tree of 

Healing VBS this year! Tree of Healing will have 

all the fun (!) – dinner, games, crafts, songs, 

Bible Stories, Silly Skits and storytelling – 

families anticipate in VBS and will be focused 

on healing – what makes me special, what 

makes me healthy, look at the different gifts/

skills/abilities we all have, what do we do when 

something or someone is missing, and how we 

will work together to be well.  

Registration closed on June 1.  If you missed 

your chance to register and are still interested, 

speak with Pastor Sarah. 

VBS Program and Meal on Thursday, July 21, 5:30 PM 

We’re looking forward to seeing our VBS children, volunteers, and families for an evening of 

fellowship, delicious food, a service project, and VBS songs! We’ll gather on Thursday, July 

21 at 5:30 to share our learning about how God offers healing in many ways!   

We’ll spend time as families packing our service project, Personal Care Kits, for Lutheran 

World Relief and use our hands to help bring healing to people all over the world. 

On Thursday of VBS, we learn about the Middle East, and our meal that night is catered by 

Melanie’s Taste of Lebanon, a Richmond restaurant that intentionally trains and hires 

people with intellectual and physical disabilities. We’re thankful for all the ways their work 

offers healing to many in our community!  

Cost is $10/individual or $25/family. Details about types of meals are included on the sign-

up form. Sign-up here for the boxed meal you’d prefer and ensure each person in the family 

chooses a meal.  

RSVP for the meal by Thursday, July 7! 

mailto:slang@epiphanyelca.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-vbsmeal
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Faith Formation 

VBS Volunteer Info 
Volunteer for VBS! 

There’s still time to register as a volunteer for VBS! This year's VBS is called Tree of Healing.  

We'll be learning stories about God's healing in the Bible and from around the world.  The 

curriculum comes from ELCA World Hunger, so has a global feel to it and offers new stations 

and roles for volunteers!  Don't be afraid to try something you've never tried before! 

Sign-up today! 

 

Volunteer Training, Sunday June 12, 11:30-1 PM 

All adult VBS Volunteers are invited to join with Pastor Sarah and VBS Director, 

Jaclyn Tracey, for a mandatory VBS Volunteer Training on Sunday, June 12 from 

11:30-1 PM. Lunch will be included.  Please sign-up for your lunch preference by 

Wednesday, June 8 by using this form. 

If you’re unable to attend this training, we’ll work to find a make-up date that 

suits the most people. Please contact Pastor Sarah if you’re unable to attend. 

 

Team Building and Decorating for Youth and Adult Volunteers 

Sunday, July 17, 11:30 AM—2 PM 

All youth and adult volunteers are invited for a pizza lunch following the late 

service on Sunday, July 17. We’ll break off into teams and do some team-building 

so youth and adult volunteers can get to know each other. Then, we’ll spend time 

prepping our work spaces and helping the Decorating Team ready the space. 

 

VBS Volunteer Info 
Volunteer for VBS! 

There’s still time to register as a volunteer for VBS! This year's VBS 

is called Tree of Healing.  We'll be learning stories about God's 

healing in the Bible and from around the world.  The curriculum 

comes from ELCA World Hunger, so has a global feel to it and offers 

new stations and roles for volunteers!  Don't be afraid to try 

something you've never tried before! 

Sign-up today! 

 

Volunteer Training, Sunday June 12, 11:30-1 PM 

All adult VBS Volunteers are invited to join with Pastor Sarah and VBS Director, 

Jaclyn Tracey, for a mandatory VBS Volunteer Training on Sunday, June 12 from 

11:30-1 PM. Lunch will be provided.  Please RSVP by Wednesday, June 8 by using 

this form. 

If you’re unable to attend this training, we’ll work to find a make-up date that suits 

the most people. Please contact Pastor Sarah if you’re unable to attend. 

 

Team Building and Decorating for Youth and Adult Volunteers 

Sunday, July 17, 11:30 AM—2 PM 

All youth and adult volunteers are invited for a pizza lunch following the late 

service on Sunday, July 17. We’ll break off into teams and do some team-building 

so youth and adult volunteers can get to know each other. Then, we’ll spend time 

prepping our work spaces and helping the Decorating Team ready the space. 

RSVP by July 10. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp_fot4peH8dl1l1n2Y0cVvsshsE1GgPORArl9xxT4pj5ZzQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:slang@epiphanylutheran.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp_fot4peH8dl1l1n2Y0cVvsshsE1GgPORArl9xxT4pj5ZzQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-vbsvolunteer
mailto:slang@epiphanylutheran.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-vbsteam
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VBS 
Donations 
Needed! 

Faith Formation 

 

Service Project Items 
This year’s VBS focuses on healing, what makes us whole people, and ways 
God is active in the healing we need!  Our service project offers healing to 
neighbors around the world who are in need of care.  We’re partnering with 
Lutheran World Relief to create Personal Care Kits.  Friends and members of 
the congregation can donate the items listed below and leave them in the 
container by the Tree of Healing in the Commons. 
 
• light weight bath-sized towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended  
• Bath-sized soap bars (8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping ) 
• Adult-sized toothbrush in its original packaging (dentist office toothbrushes are acceptable) 
• Sturdy comb 
• Metal nail clippers 
 

*All items should be new and should not have religious or other types of symbols on them* 

Snack Items  
Check out the Tree of Healing in the Commons for items for snacks that 

can be donated. Items will be listed on leaves on the tree. Simply remove 
the leaf/item you’d like to donate and sign your name/item on the sign-

up sheet on the table.  If snack items are perishable, they should be 
delivered to the church no earlier than Sunday, July 17, and placed in the 

refrigerator in the kitchen. 
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VA Synod Power in the Spirit Registration Now 
Open 

July 14-16, 2022  at Roanoke College 

Have you heard of Power in the Spirit?  It’s a ministry by the 
Virginia Synod to strengthen and embolden adult lay leader-
ship within the Church!   

This year the event will explore what it means to be a leader 
in the Church and a follower of Jesus. The words of Saint 
Thomas reveal a disciple whose faith in Jesus makes 
him willing to go where Jesus goes, even when danger 
and death are real possibilities. For Thomas, it’s better 
to be unsafe with Jesus than to stay behind as Jesus 
heads into dangerous places. For the Church today, we 
just may be called to a similar faith that goes with       
Jesus—even into danger. At Power in the Spirit 2022, 
we’ll explore these themes, and more! 

Learn more at: https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/ 

Adult Faith Formation 
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 Baptism Birthdays 

Guys Night Out 
 

Please join us for a night of fellowship on Thursday, June 16th at 7:00 pm.  
We will  gather at Hardywood Park Craft Brewery, West Creek 
location, 820 Sanctuary Trail Drive 23238.  
 

We will also get together on July 16th at 7:00 but a location has 
yet to be determined. Please mark your calendars and stay tuned. 

For more information call or text Joe Barnes (804) 836-5394. 

All men are welcome! 
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Youth Ministry 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and with 7th through 12th grade students. Lil Youth is 

our ministry to and with 5th and 6th graders.  Parents are always invited to attend but are not 

required to stay. Our Timothy Ministers are trusted adults in the congregation who support youth 

ministry. 

Youth+News 

This summer 26 of us will be headed to Logan, West Virginia, from July 24—July 29, to build 

relationships, offer simply home repairs, and do ministry with the “Kids Club.” 

All youth and adult leaders headed to Logan, WV, for this summer’s mission trip are invited to three 

gatherings to prepare: Sundays, May 15, June 12, and July 10th in Star Lodge from 6-8pm. Dinner will 

be provided and our expectation is that those serving in Logan will make every effort to attend all 3 

gatherings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our theme scripture for the week will be Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan. 

Being NEIGHBORS isn’t just about where we live but about how we love the people around us. One of 

the most radical stories in the Bible is the story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus uses this story to teach us 

about love and compassion. The Good Samaritan sets an example by choosing to engage, lean in, step 

toward people and love without limits. In this story, we can reimagine how to love our neighbors in the 

same way we love ourselves, even when it’s costly or challenging. This summer, we invite you to step 

into this radical story that breaks down cultural barriers. Together, we’ll spend a week experiencing life 

alongside “new neighbors” and truly engaging with those around us – because being neighbors isn’t a 

question of if we love, but how. 
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Youth Ministry 

Congratulations 2022 Graduates! 
 

Epiphany is blessed with many amazing young adults who are 

graduating from high school, college, trade school, or graduate 

school. We extend congratulations and best wishes to all the 

2022 graduates.  

If a family member is graduating, please let Beth Barger know so 

we can share your information with your church family through 

the announcement display monitor in the Commons. 

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Young Adults 

 

Our next get together will be for TRIVIA at Mellow Mushroom (3012 W. 

Cary St.) in Carytown on Monday, June 6 at 7:30pm. Trivia starts at 8pm. 

Friends welcome… especially if they’re good at trivia!  
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Epiphany Members' Milestones  

Share your latest news with your church family... 
We want to celebrate you in an upcoming newsletter! 

 

Email the church office at hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org and tell us about   
 

• a new job 

• your latest promotion 

• a new home 

• a board position 

• new college/grad school acceptance 

• a recent award 

• anything that your favorite aunt and uncle would want to know 

Epiphany Members' Milestones  

From the Front Desk 

The last two Newletter publications,  I spoke of the “Five Ministries of a 
Congregation”. The first was Worship. the second, Faith Formation. 
Next are two are Stewardship and Service. 
 

Our Objective in Stewardship: 
To discover and nurture the gifts and resources that build up and serve 
God’s kingdom. 
 

Our Objective in Service:  
To cultivate Christ-like servants who respond to God’s grace by loving 
our neighbors as ourselves. Service to one another. Sometimes it is hard to be a Christian or keep Christian 
faith. God’s Spirit has brought us together in this congregation to support one another in a variety of ways. 
 

To build and serve God’s kingdom, we are to respond to God’s grace by loving our neighbors as ourselves. I 

don’t know about you, but during my childhood, my mom always emphasized this to me. We have been 

blessed with a very generous congregation in their tithing and the sharing of their talents. We all try to be good 

stewards of what God has given us. I am reminded of my favorite children’s book, “The Wump World” by Bill 

Peet, a great environmental story giving thought to taking care of our beautiful earth. 

Sometimes we see volunteer opportunities but are hesitant to get involved because we may think we will be 

committed forever! Don’t let that stop you! That is not true. Let the leader of the group know you want to try it 

out first. Then if it’s not for you, try something else. Try ushering, lay reading, lay assisting, acolyte and 

crucifer, all based on when you are available to serve.  

We have many opportunities to do “one time deals” like donating food items, self care items, meal prep for an 

organization, and of course through monetary donations. We want and need you to share your talents and time 

wherever you feel most comfortable. 

Thanks be to God! 

Hanne Hamlin 

The other Objective is Outreach, coming in the September Newsletter. 
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Community Service Ministry 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Our Mission Statement: The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those  

in need of God’s embrace. 
 

An important part of our ministry is to offer our congregation the opportunity to request a Prayer Shawl for 
someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office, and Hanne can assist you with 
your request. The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak which envelopes the wearer 
both physically and spiritually, in prayer and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a 
commanded blessing, given by God. 
 

This month our group will meet in celebration of what we do at Jackie Collin’s home for a bit of lunch 
and “what we do” on the third Thursday of the month at 12:00 p.m. (noon), June 16. Please let Jackie 
(703 304 8568) know if you are able to attend. 

There is always room for more, so please don't hesitate to attend. We would love to teach any one of our 
church members and/or friends of a church member to knit or crochet. 
If you would like to work from home and not attend our meetings, we 
would love to count you as one of our members also. 
We are interested in sharing our shawls with the Epiphany homebound.  
Let us know if you know of someone that would benefit from our 
shawls. We are blessed to have such workmanship. 

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve Our Neighbors 

June 5 - 26 ~ LAMB’s Basket  Food Drive 

June 23 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

June 1 - 26  ~ New Socks for Refugees 

July 3 - 31 ~ McShin Collection 

July 28 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

August 7 ~ Blood Drive 

August 25 ~ LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

August 27 ~ Moments of Hope 

August 30 ~ Liberation Veteran Services Meal 

Blood Drive 

Epiphany's next blood drive will be held in Price Hall August 7 from 8am - 12noon.  

Summer is a key time to consider giving blood because blood banks 
across the country tend to experience a drastic decline in donations 
when it gets hot, thanks to vacation schedules and the fact that many 
blood drives take place at schools that are closed for the summer 
break.  For those of you who have given at Epiphany before, thank you, 
and I hope you'll be able to give again this summer.  For those who 
haven't donated in awhile, please consider rolling up your sleeves at 
Epiphany on August 7.  Signing up is easy.  Go online to  
https://www.redcrossblood.org/ .  In the box labeled "Find a Drive" 
type EPL and our drive will pop up.  If you have questions please contact Carl Erickson--
cferickson@gmail.com or 804 873 5163. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.redcrossblood.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SQwdq6BkKTbLD6Z96bsNjHbQxvljTsQZ_k_NPbGW2Q0&m=pisvk7CplzwkLoDFmrtOIwaXD-vkqV8pblmJUuoLTqE&s=mN48sJ2jrVDB_BxdoYTwfftKlf9uiCOcD5
mailto:Erickson--cferickson@gmail.com
mailto:Erickson--cferickson@gmail.com
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

LAMB’s Basket June Collection of Food and Money  
 
Sunday, June 5 through Sunday, June 26 are the dates for our LAMB’s Basket Food Drive. As always, we 
encourage you to contribute throughout the year as the need is great.  
 

At this time, they are in need of  
Canned or Non-Glass Jar of Pasta Sauce 

16 oz. box of Spaghetti 

Canned Meat (chicken or tuna) 

Canned Fruit 

Mac and Cheese or Velveeta Shells & Cheese  

At this time, they do NOT need canned vegetables, cereal, peanut butter, or jelly. No glass containers please.  
 

How can you help? 
You are always welcome to bring collected food or a check (made out to “LAMB’s Basket”) to the church 

for us to distribute. Please leave your bag of food in the Commons and your check in the Church 
Office Dropbox near the office door. 

 

You can order food online and have it delivered to: 
 Epiphany Lutheran Church 
 c/o Beth Barger 
 1400 Horsepen Rd. 
 Richmond, VA 23226 
 

You can send money through the mail to the church office.  
 
 

You can send money through our online Cheddar Up 
Account – https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com and once on that page, click on LAMB’s 
Basket to send funds. 

 

Questions? Give Cheryl Hamm a call at (804) 399-7650 or email her at cherylhamm1906@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of this much needed assistance to provide to those who are in need! 

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
mailto:cherylhamm1906@gmail.com
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McShin Foundation 

In July, we are collecting items for Virginia's leading 
authentic peer-to-peer Recovery Community 

Organization. 
 

For the 5 Sundays in the Month of July Epiphany will be collecting 
donations for the McShin Foundation’s Residential Program.   
The McShin Foundation is a local non-profit whose mission is the 
help those affected with Substance Use Disorder find a safe 
environment for recovery.  
 

McShin operates several residences in the Richmond area where individuals can work toward long term 
sobriety. Their residents are often in need of everyday items such as bedding, towels, toiletries, detergent, and 
paper products. Each Sunday through announcements from the pastor we will focus on certain items for 
donation. The McShin House will be placed in the main lobby area and Epiphany volunteers will make 
deliveries to McShin. 
 

July 2nd                           Laundry Detergent, Dryer Sheets, Spray and Wash, and other Laundry items 
 

July 9th                           Kitchen and Bathroom Cleaning Supplies 
 

July 16th                        Toiletries (Anti-perspirant , Shampoo, Bar Soap, Shaving, etc) 
 

July 23rd                        Towels, Wash Cloths, (gently used) Dental Care items 
 

July 30th                        Bedding items (Twin size sheets, Pillowcases, Blankets, etc) 
 

Checks payable to “Epiphany” with “McShin” on the memo line may be placed in the “Church Office 
Dropbox” beside the office door. 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

 

On May 6th  Epiphany provided dinner for 80 clients of Caritas.   

A hot meal of barbeque pork and chicken with mac and cheese, 
baked beans, green beans, cole slaw and cookies was provided by 
members of the congregation and transported to Caritas.   

Look in the future for more opportunities to participate in this 
organization as Epiphany has supported Caritas for over 20 
years.  With the move  of Caritas into its new facilities on Stockton St Epiphany's involvement with Caritas 
will continue to evolve and change as we learn how to best support the organization.  
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LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule 
and is not currently open on Wednesdays and 
Fridays which were Epiphany’s regular volunteer 
days at the Community Food Pantry.  
We have now been asked to help one Thursday 
each month.  

For additional information, call the pantry at 804-
565-8007. Inclement weather? Check channel 8 
for closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Epiphany’s upcoming volunteer dates for LAMB’s 
Basket are on Thursdays; 10 am to Noon. 
 

June 23 July 28 August 25 
 

Sign up in the Commons to volunteer. 
 
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Ongoing needs: pasta sauce, spaghetti, Mac and Cheese, canned fruit and canned chicken 

Something to Consider 

The last school day of the 2021-22 year is June 24. The MICAH volunteers have been 

disappointed that Southampton’s COVID restrictions kept us “out” when our preference 

was to be “in” the building and working with the students. Our hope is that this 

opportunity will be coming in September. 

For those of us who have been involved with Southampton’s students, we have missed 

the face-to-face relationships, their smiles, and their occasional hugs. Some of us who 

have been in the library have realized how much the students like to see an adult who can help in selecting or 

finding the right book to check out. Reading a book or listening to a student read reinforces the reading 

experience. Sometimes just listening to what the student wants to tell you is the most appreciated act of 

kindness. No days of volunteering are boring. None re the same. How much time a volunteer commits is an 

individual decision. No amount is too small. We have had two years of being out and are ready to be in. 

Consider being a volunteer. 

Let them know you care. Let them know they matter. 

Loving kindness, Seek Justice, Walk Humbly….MICAH 



 18 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE 

 
Our time and talents are used for our work and play, our family and 
our friends, and for our civic and church activities.  Often we are 
called in these areas, but there is a silent call to provide confidential, 
one-to-one Christ-centered care to people who are experiencing life 
difficulties. These are Stephen Ministers equipped with the Holy 
Spirit so “that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 
8:28).  Currently, three Epiphany members are being trained to be Stephen Ministers, joining the 31 other 
church members who have answered that silent call over the last 22 years. Their response is noted below. 
 
RUTH MINICH-HOBSON: 
I am committed to Stephen Ministry because I have seen the need for help and care in the community, 
especially with what has happened over the last two years.  I think it is important for people to know care and 
concern from others during a difficult time.  I see this program as an important ministry. 
 
JOAN BARK: 
It seems that I am tuned in to a special frequency where total strangers with various issues are drawn to me for 
help.  It happens in the grocery store, at Walmart, and even in restaurants. I have been presented with many 
opportunities to listen to the troubles of “my strangers, and I have a strong faith in God that provides me with 
a keen listening ear.  After considering the article in the Examiner inviting people to join Stephen Ministry, I 
answered the call. 
 
I researched the ministry and found that the program follows proven techniques to help people in emotional 
need.  I am impressed with the “Faith-Based” approach and the belief that the Holy Spirit will give me the 
words and the confidence to guide my Care Receiver.  I’ve been told that in the process of helping others, I 
will also be helped.  Honestly, I am so excited to begin helping people through the Stephen Ministry program.  
I will be constantly tuned in to the Holy Spirit for guidance since His Spirit is the one in charge. 
 
CORKY MCCULLOUGH: 
My husband and I are so grateful to have found Epiphany after leaving our long-time New York home and 
church where we had been active and involved members for over forty years.  Now that we are very much at 
home here, I feel it’s time to reach out beyond my own cares and concerns. 
 
When I saw the opportunity for Stephen Ministry training, I knew it was what I had been looking for.  It’s an 
exciting and humbling commitment, and I’m thankful for the training I am receiving.  I’ve been enriched by 
what we’ve learned already, and being partners with Ruth and Joan has added so much to the experience. 
 
CURRENT STEPHEN MINISTERS (9): 
Diane Dillard, Ben Droste, Lyle Gleason, Martine Harris, Jeanette Linka, Kenny Martin, Carol Mawyer,  
Dave Schiller, and Wayne Shimko. 
 
PAST STEPHEN MINISTERS (22): 
Cecil Baecher, Ginny Banister, Sallie Bartholomew, Robyn Bridges, June Cheelsman, Greta Christ, Bill Eigel, 
Johanna Gattuso, Hanne Hamlin, Rob Hamlin, Anita Holm, Mike Horacek, Joel McKean, Susan 
Nepomuceno, Debbie Pellmann, Sarah Robbins, Jan Slawinski, Karen Umbach, April Wallace, Pam Walters, 
Iris Will, and Florence Wingard. 
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Women’s Ministry 
Members of the Clara Sullivan Circle attended Epiphany’s WELCA (Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) meeting and Spring Luncheon on May 10, in Price 
Hall.  It was nice to be together again for the annual Spring Luncheon! 
This was our last event until the Circle resumes meeting in September. Our next regular 
meeting will be Wednesday September 14. 
Please call Eileen or Bonita if you are interested in more information about the Clara Sullivan 
Circle. We will be glad to talk with you and include you in the email chain.   Everyone is 
welcome! 
Call, text, or email: 
 Eileen Johnson:  804-513-3005    jay3boating@gmail.com 
 Bonita Wyatt:  804-347-5357    bwyatt@microtelsystems.com  
Katie Luther Circle - Please contact Tatter Hartmann if you are interested in joining our 
circle.  804 338 3578 or tatterh@hotmail.com 
Margaret Miller - For more information or questions feel free to contact Donna Josephson at 

(804) 883-5955 or dhjosephson11@gmail.com. 

Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization (VSWO) 
 2022 SOCK CHALLENGE 

When: May and June 
 

We will be collecting new socks for enCircle (formerly Lutheran Family Services) Refugees.   
Donations of New Socks can be placed in the box in the Commons.  

We will be collecting socks for the months of May and June.   
 
Sock Details: 
Kind:  Ankle, Crew      Color:  Variety of bright/fun colors or solids 
Gender:  Variety of boys/girls and youth   Age:  Toddler to HS Youth/Adult 
 
Sizes:  6-7.5 – 2 to 4 years – USA shoe size 9-12  9-11 – 9-adult – 5.5 – 10 
 7-8.5 – 3-7 years – Shoe 11-4    10-13 – 10 to adult – 6-12 
 8-9.5 – 5-10 years – Shoe 2.5-6 
  
https://www.encircleall.org/immigrant-and-refugee-services 
 
 Please join in and help provide these children and young adults some new socks! 

Sleepy Hollow Garden Club 
 

Invitation to congregation Dedication, Sunday, June 5 at 1:00 
pm.  
The Sleepy Hollow Garden Club members are excited to 
present our habitat friendly garden filled with native plants that 
will provide a place of peace and enjoyment for all ages. The 
garden will have a trellis donated by the Epiphany Women of 
ELCA, Pastor Martin’s blue bird box, and the bench awarded 
for achieving the Trex Recycling Challenge.  
Come enjoy our garden! 

mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
mailto:dhjosephson11@gmail.com
https://www.encircleall.org/immigrant-and-refugee-services
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Women’s Annual Spring Luncheon 

After two years of not gathering for the Spring Luncheon, WELCA was pleased to have Cindy Jennings play 

her Celtic harp and Guitar at our luncheon on May 10.  Cindy is a Certified Music Practitioner for those in need 

of comfort care at their bedside. She also performs locally. What a treat to gather today and to hear her 

beautiful music. 

We enjoyed boxed lunches from Apple Spice Junction and were delighted that our music director, Kevin 

Barger, and Pastor Joseph were able to join us for this fellowship.   

A special thanks to all the ladies that helped to make this a great event! 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  
jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 

Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Office Administrator - Hanne Hamlin,  
hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  
bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Faith Formation Ministries - 
Pastor Sarah Lang,  

slang@epiphanyelca.org 
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  

dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 
Facilities Manager - Rob Hamlin 

rhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
 Technology and Media Support - Turner Barger 

tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Members in Our Prayers 

We will be in the office during these listed times. 

9 am - 3 pm Monday through Thursday 

9 am - Noon on Friday (Pastors and Beth Barger are 

off on Fridays) 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

 

 

 

In-Person Summer Worship Times  
May 29 - September 4 

8:30 am and 10:30 am 
 

 
 

Come join us for worship on 
YouTube at 11:00 am.  

 
Summer Online Worship Time 

May 29 - September 4 
10:30 am 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

