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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

January 2022 
Words from the Pastor 

 

I would venture to say that most of us were expecting the world to be in a very 

different place at the start of 2022. After so many ups and downs over the past two 

years of pandemic, and after so many advances in vaccines and other therapies, it 

was reasonable to think that most of the tough times would be behind us. However, 

the highly contagious omicron variant of the coronavirus has prevented us from 

rushing into a new year with too much optimism. Medical professionals are 

absolutely worn out from all the extra work, and COVID tests are hard to come by. 

Frustration and disappointment are running high. The times are still tough. When 

will this end?  
 

As the pandemic has raged on, many people have asked me and the other church 

staff, “How are things at church?” The thoughtfulness and concern have humbled 

us. A pandemic has made so many of the church’s basic ministries very 

challenging, but your support and prayer has buoyed us. In spite of the difficulties, I must say, “Things at 

church are just fine!” Here are some of the things I think about when people ask me “How are things at 

church?” on a deeper level. 
 

• In-person worship attendance is growing. Although the recent uptick in COVID rates has caused some to 

hold back temporarily, overall the numbers of people attending on Sunday has been gradually growing. 

People tend to tip-toe back in when they are ready. And we are glad to receive them! 
 

• People are truly watching our worship livestream and finding it engaging. We have only been 

livestreaming the Sunday worship service for about seven weeks, but it already gets more views than the 

pre-recorded format we were using for most of 2020 and 2021. It is fun to hear from people all over the 

country who are “tuning in” each week. One of our members is recovering from a stroke in a rehab facility 

in San Diego. She has been able to worship with us in real time from her bed with her California loved 

ones next to her. I was delighted to receive the following note on my Facebook page on Christmas morning 

from members of Epiphany who moved away about nine years ago: 

“The boys and I loved the Christmas Eve service on You Tube last night. My little ones couldn’t get 

over how everyone was being so safe wearing masks. They thought it was the best. Thank you!!! 

It was a beautiful moment for us---made our Christmas ” 
 

• In-person Sunday School is going great! Pastor Sarah, Ramona Schaeffer, and the team of teachers (and 

volunteer teachers!) have done a fantastic job of being creative and innovative in these circumstances. It 

has been especially encouraging to see so many brand new faces in our classes. 
 

• Visitation remains a challenge. Although the hospitals and nursing homes have, for the most part, opened 
back up, there are still a good number of members who are fairly isolated by their living circumstances. We 
are trying to work out some opportunities for members of the congregation to make regular visits to the 
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homebound, so if you are interested in this ministry, please let Pastor Phillip know. 
 

• The people of God at Epiphany are gracious, resilient, patient, and faithful. There is a spirit of determinism 
at work among us. It is a wonder to behold. 

 

• We need to continue to hear and tell the stories of faith during this time, and not just our personal stories, 
but the stories of Scripture, the common stories that form all of us. Unless parents and grandparents have 
been very intentional and consistent about faith practices in the home—things like reading Bible stories, 
praying at meal time, having caring conversations about faith, worshipping virtually—I worry that our 
younger members have missed out on two whole years of faith formation.  

 

This last point makes me realize that when people ask “How are things going at church?” they really just mean, 
“How are things going in the building?” Because, after all, the church is the people. The church is you, living 
and sharing your faith out in the world and in your homes on a daily basis. “How are things going at church?” 
is a question I could be asking each of you! You are the church just as much as I am! 
 

I pray that God continues to bless you in 2022 with faith, hope, and love.  
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

Pastor Phillip 

Words From the Pastor, cont’d 

Council News 

Election of Council Members 

  

At our December meeting, we welcomed our new members and elected our officers. We thank the three out-
going members and our treasurer whose terms end January 31.  (Tripp Dillard, Carol Mawyer, Sue Sparks, and 
Tim Sparks) for their years of service.  
 

Congregation Council 
President: Rob McClintock, ‘23 
Vice President: Cheryl Hamm, ‘24 
Secretary: Matt Mertz, ‘24 
Treasurer: Jennifer Edwards, (3-year term) 
  

Council Members  
Brenda Barnes, ‘23 
Jeff Lanham, ‘23 
Bob Johnson, ‘24  
Kenny Martin, ‘25 
Mike Dunavant, ‘25 
Rhonda Keith, ‘25 

ANNUAL LEADERSHIP ORIENTATION 
Saturday, January 22 

Pastor Phillip will determine time and location soon. 

All ministry team leaders and council members are asked to attend this orientation to review the Group 

Ministry model, the budget, and other leadership responsibilities in the life of Epiphany. If you are unable to 

attend, you will need to set up a time with the church office to go over this information, 282-6066. 
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Tithes & Gifts 

The 2022 offering envelopes are available for pick-up in the Commons for one more week. You are 

encouraged to pick the envelopes up as soon as possible. We will not be able to mail the envelopes to you.  

If you feel that you no longer need envelopes, please contact the church office at 

804-282-6066 or hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org, and we will provide you with a 

contribution number that is not associated with physical offering envelopes.  
 

If you prefer to contribute on-line here is the link:  

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com 
 

We also have Simply Giving which can easily be set up to deduct automatically; weekly, bi-weekly and 

monthly payments from your designated account. Please contact the church office if you have any questions. 
 

**Please remember to turn in your 2022 Commitment Cards. Place them in the white box on the table 

below the Announcement Display Monitor in the Commons, or return them by mail. Extra cards are near the 

box. 
 

2021 Year-End Statements will be available later in January 2022. We will mail the statements out at that 

time. 

Finance Ministry 

Your Christmas and Easter 2021 offerings  

were allocated by Council to the following organizations: 

 Christmas 2021 Easter 2021 Total Christmas Easter 

ReEstablish Richmond (Afghan Refugee 

Aid) 

$1882.50 2115.00 3997.50 50.0% 50.0% 

Tuckahoe Recue Squad 376.50 423.00 799.50 10.0% 10.0% 

Crossover Ministry 376.50 423.00 799.50 10.0% 10.0% 

Camp Caroline Furnace 753.00 846.00 1599.00 20.0% 20.0% 

GraceInside 

Total 

376.50 

3765.00 

423.00 

4230.00 

799.50 

7995.00 

10.0% 

100.0% 

10.0% 

100.0% 

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
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Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT  
 

Children’s Corner 
 
Steel Crossticks – we are meeting and have room for more! If you are in 2nd 
through 6th grade and are interested in participating, please let Mr. Kevin know.  
The group meets at noon in The Sala Music Center. Masks are required for all 
participants and instructors regardless of vaccination status. 
 
Junior Handbells – We will continue with Junior Handbells at 12:30 on 
Sundays – for January, that means we will meet on January 9, 16, 23 and 30. We meet in the balcony – this is 
more designed for those in 4th grade through middle school, but if you have a child interested outside of those 
ranges, please let Kevin know. Masks are required for all participants and instructors regardless of vaccination 
status. 
 
 
Christmas Thanks 
 
Heartfelt thanks to all those who contributed their musical talents to our many Christmas Eve 
worship services. It was an evening full of musical bliss. Thank you to our those who sang, 
those who rang, and those playing instruments. It was glorious! 
 
 
Music Minute(s) 
 
Please remember that Music Minute continues Saturday evenings at 7:00 p.m. You can tune 
in for the premiere which occurs at 7:00 p.m. on both Facebook and YouTube, or you can catch it anytime 
during the week after the premiere too! 
 
 
Epiphany Chancel Choirs 
 
How wonderful it is to have our chancel choirs back! If you would 
like to participate, there is no experience necessary! You do need to 
be fully vaccinated, and we do wear masks and socially distance 
while singing. While it is different than what we used to do, the 
fellowship and the making of music is happening. Please consider 
joining us! If you want to be a part of our 8:30 choir, please join us in 
the Sala Music Center Sundays at 8:00 a.m. If you want to be a part 
of our 11:00 choir, please join us in the Sala Music Center 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
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ALTAR CARE IN JANUARY 
ALTAR CARE IN JANUARY 
Thank you to everyone who did Altar Care in December! 
First service – Cathy DesLesDernier, Pamela Bosserman  
Second service – Linda & Ken Reckenbeil, Chris Crouch 
Thanks to Faye Coppage for bringing the communion bread each week! 
 

 Altar Care in January 2022 – 
           First service – Bonnie and Bruce Garringer, Melissa, Ryan and Nolan Urban 
           Second service – Diane Dillard 
 

Christmas Eve Services – A big THANK YOU to those who volunteered their time to help prepare for the 
services, and for those who helped during the six Christmas Eve services!  Your contributions are very much 
appreciated!  You (over 20 volunteers!) made these meaningful services possible for everyone to enjoy!! 
Would you like to join the Altar Care Team?  We would love to have you as part of the team! 
Please contact Bonita Wyatt if you are interested: Call or text:  804-347-5357 
Email: bwyatt@microtelsystems.com 
 

FACILITY MANAGER POSITION OPEN 

 

Tod Mitchell has stepped down as the Facilities Manager, and Epiphany is seeking someone to take his place.  

 

The Facilities Manager is responsible for facilitating, 
coordinating, and scheduling ongoing maintenance of the 
building and grounds of Epiphany Lutheran Church. The 
position entails about 10-15 hours a week on site, and 
sometimes may require work outside of normal hours. 
Those interested in learning more about the position and the 
details of its duties may receive a job description by 
contacting Pastor Phillip at pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 

 

mailto:bwyatt@microtelsystems.com
mailto:pmartin@epiphany.elca.org
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Sunday School Advent 

Service Project 
 

Thank you to every one who participated 

in our Sunday School Advent Service 

Project this year!  We set a goal of raising 

$500 for ELCA Good Gifts, and our 

church community donated $1,385!  Through your generosity  and through the gifts of 

chicks, goats, cows, bees, latrines, Bibles, education and much more, the lives of our global 

neighbors will be enriched and improved for years to come. Merry  Christmas! 

 Sunday School for Children and Youth 
 

Sunday School continues for children ages 3 years and older throughout 
the winter.  There is NO Sunday School on Sunday, and January 2. 

We regather on Sunday, January 9 for Sunday School and Faith 
Formation for children and youth. 

 

3 year old's: Room 101  Pre-K and K:  Room 102        1st & 2nd graders: Room 104     
3rd & 4th Graders:  Room 201 5th & 6th Graders:  Luther Room          7th - 12th Graders: Star Lodge 

**Masking is required for ALL children and adult participants and leaders** 

Faith Formation 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

VBS Knights of the North Castle 

July 18-22, 2022 
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MOMS’ BIBLE STUDY  
Thursdays, 9:30-Noon, Parlor 

Moms of any age, with kids of any age, are invited to join us for Moms’ Bible 
Study.  We will be meeting in the Parlor at church at 9:30am on Thursday 
mornings.  Masks are encouraged for everyone.  At this time, we will not have a 
staffed nursery for our use.  

Our study on the book A Year of Biblical Womanhood by Rachel Held Evans 
continues on Thursday, January 6.  Join us as we ponder along with Evans what God 
really expects of women! 

You can contact MBS facilitator, Amy Boyle, at aimandbub@msn.com for more 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

10:30-Noon, Parlor 

Adults gather on Tuesday mornings at  in the parlor to study The Apostles’ Creed using  

LifeGuide Bible Studies.  Come explore what it means to confess “I Believe” in God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. This series lasts six weeks, and all are 

welcome!  

Adult Faith Formation 

Wrestling with the Bible: Meeting God in Difficult Stories 
Sundays, 9:45-10:45 AM 
Price Hall 
From Genesis to Revelation the Bible tells us of the manifold ways our 
Jewish and Christian forebears experienced God.   While most of these 
stories are inspiring and revelatory, some can be disturbing or confusing 
to our contemporary Christian beliefs and understanding.  In our new 

adult faith formation class we will look at biblical texts that the class members find challenging and discuss 

how we interpret the scriptures and what we mean when we say that the Bible is the “word of God.”   The 

class will be led by Pastor Tom Bosserman and will meet in Price Hall beginning on January 9 at 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Sundays, 9:45—10:45 AM  
 HYBRID Class: Join us in-person (Bonhoeffer 
Room) or online through Zoom! 
 
Please join us for our Adult Sunday School class 
starting up again on January 9.  We’ll be discussing the 
New Testament and Gospel lessons based on the lec-
tionary used at Sunday worship.  To help guide our 
discussions, we'll be using the ELCA’s Daily Faith Prac-
tices and Daily Discipleship discussion guides for Lectionary Year C.  You can take a peek at these  at https://
www.elca.org/Resources/Bible-Studies  
 
A Zoom link for the class will be distributed in Epiphany’s weekly emails. 

mailto:aimandbub@msn.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.elca.org_Resources_Bible-2DStudies&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=_BPTqRmQ-BRXgdEdRUGP8dFjaZltSLl2LRu4l8Z-NZ4&m=9BopvzigWtUfaN0j-wjNn8Ns7JuvmkvHlFdk07vETao&s=UhL_mLKDg_uJr2nStd
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.elca.org_Resources_Bible-2DStudies&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=_BPTqRmQ-BRXgdEdRUGP8dFjaZltSLl2LRu4l8Z-NZ4&m=9BopvzigWtUfaN0j-wjNn8Ns7JuvmkvHlFdk07vETao&s=UhL_mLKDg_uJr2nStd
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Faith in the Home:  

Epiphany of Our Lord - January 6 
The Epiphany of Our Lord on January 6 is a rich day to celebrate at home!  According to the 
biblical story, it’s the day the kings bring gifts to Jesus, and in some cultures, it is THE day of 
exchanging gifts in honor of Jesus. If your family hasn’t waited until Epiphany to open gifts (!), 
below are some suggestions for how to celebrate Epiphany in your home! 

Tell the story!  If you have a Nativity scene at home, tell the story! Start at the 

beginning with Mary, Joseph, the angels and the shepherds. Set the magi far across the room 
and invite children to bring the kings and their gifts to Jesus. 

Bless your house!  January 6 is a customary day to bless your house. Find chalk and 

gather your family outside of your front door. Use the following markings (20 ☩ C M B ☩ 22) 

above your doorpost and share the words below:  

20 ☩ C M B ☩ 22 

The magi of old, known as 

C Caspar, 

M Melchior, and 

B Balthasar, 

followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us 

20 two thousand 

22 and twenty-two years ago. 

☩ Christ, bless this house, 

☩ and remain with us throughout the new year. 

Prayer of Blessing 

O God, you revealed your Son to all people 

by the shining light of a star. 

We pray that you bless this home and all who 
live here 

with your gracious presence. 

May your love be our inspiration, 

your wisdom our guide, 

your truth our light, 

and your peace our benediction; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Make a King Cake!   A King Cake is often eaten on the day of Epiphany to tell the 

story of the kings who bring gifts to Jesus. A plastic baby Jesus hidden in the cake is a nod to 

the story, and in some families, whoever’s piece of cake contains the baby wins the prize of 

wearing the king’s crown! 
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January Baptism Birthdays 

Trex Recycling Film Challenge 

Sleepy Hollow Garden Club invites you to participate in a six month Trex Recycling Film Challenge.   
A designated Trex recycling bin will be located in Price Hall for collection of the listed plastics.  

All plastics should be clean, dry and free of food residue.  
 

Please DO NOT include the following  items: frozen food bags, candy wrappers, chip bags, net or produce 
(onion) bags, plastic cups, mulch or soil bags. 
 
Contact Stephanie Horacek at 804-307-0063 for questions and additional information.  
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Youth Ministry 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and with 7th through 12th grade students. Lil Youth is 

our ministry to and with 5th and 6th graders.  Parents are always invited to attend but are not 

required to stay. Our Timothy Ministers are trusted adults in the congregation who support youth 

ministry. 

 Youth+News 
  

Still time to register for Winter Celebration!  

Our Virginia Synod annual weekend faith-formation 

retreat called “Winter Celebration” is for youth in 9th 

through 12th grades and adult leaders will be Friday, 

January 21—Sunday, January 23. This year we are 

gathering in-person once again at Eagle Eyrie, outside 

Lynchburg.   

Registration is all online this year at vasynod.org The 

cost is $90 for early registration by Dec. 13, 2021 and 

$100 thereafter.  See the email from Pastor Joseph or 

ask for more details.  

 

Lil Youths meets Jan 16! 

Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th graders. We 

meet in the Star Lodge from noon to 2pm for lunch, followed by games and 

an activity. Parents are always welcome to stay but are not required to attend.  

Come grow in faith with your church friends! 

EYG Meets Sunday Jan 9th  

Our next Epiphany Youth Group Gathering will be Sunday, January 9 

– Join us from noon to 2pm for lunch and Winter Olympics! 

MLK Day of Service– 7th through 12th Grade  

Join us for Martin Luther King Jr Day, on Monday, January 17th from 9am to 

noon for a project with the Epiphany Quilters.  “If you can tie your shoes you 

can do this!” These quilts will go to Beirut through Lutheran World Relief. 

After our project we will have lunch together and go bowling.  Lunch and the 

cost of bowling are provided, simply join us for a fun day together. Day ends 

at 2pm. 
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Community Service Ministry 

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve Our Neighbors 

In the New Year Virtual Reading Buddy Program at Southampton Elementary School 

January 2 - 30 LAMB’s Basket Food Drive 

January 9 Blood Drive - CANCELLED due to staffing issues. Please find an available blood drive near you.  

January 27 - LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

February - Moments of Hope Saturday Servings 

February  24 - LAMB’s Basket Volunteer Day at the community food pantry 

LAMB’s Basket January Collection of Food and Money 
 

Sunday, January 2nd through Sunday, January 30th are the dates for our LAMB’s Basket Food Drive.  
As always, we encourage you to contribute throughout the year as the need is great. 

 
At this time, they are in need of  

Canned Pasta Sauce, Canned Meat, Canned Fruit, Mac and Cheese or Velveeta Shells & Cheese, 16 oz. 
box of Spaghetti, Cereal, Peanut Butter, and Grape Jelly. They do NOT need canned vegetables.  

No glass containers please.  
 

How can you help? 
There are a variety of ways that you can help our community. 
Because of COVID-19, there are 2 additional ways that you can 
participate: 
 

You are always welcome to bring collected food or check 
(made out to “LAMB’s Basket”) to the church. Please 
leave your bag of food on the Blue Table in the Commons 
under the Balcony Stairs or your check in the Church 
Office Dropbox near the office door. 

 
You can order food online and have it delivered to the church: 

 Epiphany Lutheran Church 
 c/o Beth Barger 
 1400 Horsepen Rd. 
 Richmond, VA 23226 
 

You can send money through the mail to our church office c/o Beth Barger and make the check out to 
“LAMB’s Basket”  

 
OR 

 
You can send money through our online Cheddar Up Account – https://

epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com and once on that page, click on LAMB’s Basket to send 
funds. 

 
Questions? Give Cheryl Hamm a call at (804) 399-7650 or email her at cherylhamm1906@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this much needed assistance to provide to those who are in need! 

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
mailto:cherylhamm1906@gmail.com
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Opportunities to Support Afghan Refugees 
 

Here are 3 organizations dedicated to helping refugees settle in the US. Many more opportunities are available 

to help both locally and beyond the Greater Richmond Area.  

 
 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service  LIRS 
www.lirs.org 

 

Commonwealth Catholic Charities 

www.cccofva.org/volunteer 

 

ReEstablish Richmond 
www.reestablishrichmond.org 

Thank you for your help with the  

Moments of Hope Bags 

A huge thanks to everyone who helped with the MoHope bags. Your time, generosity, and muscle power 
were invaluable in shopping, sorting, packing, loading, delivering, unloading, and handing out bags. We were 
truly blessed to have sunshine on January 1 at the Saturday Servings.   
 

Betty Jo, the pantry manager, was extremely grateful for our help. It took a load off her mind, knowing she 
did not have to pack bags for the day.  
 
Our delivery of the 200 bags was especially helpful. 
There was no room in the MoHope vehicles--they were 
packed to the limit with winter items to be handed 
out: blankets, caps, sweatshirts, etc. We were even 
recruited to help with distribution of those items! Just in 
time for the January 3 winter storm. 

http://Lutheran%20Immigration%20and%20Refugee%20Service%20|%20LIRS%0dwww.lirs.org%0d
http://Lutheran%20Immigration%20and%20Refugee%20Service%20|%20LIRS%0dwww.lirs.org%0d
http://%0b%0dCommonwealth%20Catholic%20Charities:%20Human%20Services%20|%20Virginia%0dwww.cccofva.org%0d
http://%0b%0dCommonwealth%20Catholic%20Charities:%20Human%20Services%20|%20Virginia%0dwww.cccofva.org%0d
http://%0b%0dCommonwealth%20Catholic%20Charities:%20Human%20Services%20|%20Virginia%0dwww.cccofva.org%0d
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

MICAH News: “Virtual Reading Buddies”   

Southampton needs VOLUNTEERS to read to a student virtually, one-on-one, once or twice weekly for a 4 to 
6 week period. The student will be at the school’s media center and have a copy of the material that is being 
read as will the volunteer. The librarian, Ms. Johnson, will choose and supply copies for both student and 
volunteer. THIS CAN BE DONE FROM HOME! The program (hopefully to begin in the new year) is to be 
scheduled for the following times: 
 
 

Wednesday morning - 10:10 - 11:25 am 
Thursday morning - 10:40 - 11:50 am 
 

Options: 
• A volunteer could choose to work twice weekly with the same student. 
• A volunteer an choose to work one day weekly. 
 

This program offers volunteers the opportunity to reach out to a student for 
special enrichment. If you are interested, please contact Mary Sue Oehler at 
msoehler3@gmail.com or 804-364-2794. 
 

 

P.S. Last month a carload of school supplies was delivered to Southampton. 
Epiphany’s generosity and wonderful donations were received happily and 
gratefully. 
 
 

THANK YOU! 

NAME TAG STAND  
coming soon! 

 

When the Outreach Ministry Team began meeting again last fall, 
discussion was on the many ways we could connect our members 
and guests in our community and sharing our love of Christ. As we 
journey through COVID with our masks on, one way to recognize 
each other or introduce us, is by wearing nametags!  

Markus Groener reached out to Joel McKean to see if he could build 
a moveable nametag display stand. Joel was eager to help and we 
are most grateful for his time and his creation made of various wood 
pieces including some raw bark edging! 

We hope to have the nametag display out beginning on Sunday, 
January 9! 

Please consider wearing your nametag as a way of introducing 
yourself to those who may not know you, or since we have been 
wearing masks for so long, to remind you who another person is! 
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LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule 
and is not currently open on Wednesdays and 
Fridays which were Epiphany’s regular volunteer 
days at the Community Food Pantry.  
We have now been asked to help on the last 
Thursday of the month.  

For additional information, call the pantry at 565-
8007. Inclement weather? Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Epiphany’s upcoming volunteer dates for LAMB’s 
Basket are on Thursdays; 10 am to Noon. 
 

January 27 
February 24 

March 31 
Sign up in the Commons to volunteer. 

 
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

THE AFTER PEOPLE 
AFTER the phone call you hoped you would never get, 

AFTER the doctor tells you about your illness, 

AFTER you find a pink slip with your final paycheck, 

AFTER the divorce papers are served for real, 

AFTER your anxiety and depression overwhelm you, 

AFTER any situation and you need someone to be with you. . . 

Stephen Ministers are the “After People” ready to come alongside you to provide comfort, support, and prayer 
for as long after as needed. 

ARE YOU AN AFTER PERSON who can listen to others and pray for them? Epiphany is calling for persons 
interested in becoming a Stephen Minister with training beginning in early 2022.  Contact Ben Droste or any 
Stephen Minister for more information.  Remember, God doesn’t call those who are equipped, He equips 
those who are called. 

 (Carol Mawyer, Diane Dillard, Jeanette Linka, Martine Harris, Wayne Shimko, Lyle Gleason, Dave Schiller, 
Kenny Martin, and Ben Droste). 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Our Mission Statement: The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those  

in need of God’s embrace. 
 

One of the most important part of our ministry is to offer our congregation the opportunity to request a Prayer 
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist 
you with your need. 

 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, 
or cloak which envelopes the wearer both physically and 
spiritually, in prayer and celebration, in joy and sorrow. 
The Prayer Shawl is a commanded blessing, given by 
God. 
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry open again to meet in person. 
In this regard our group is going to meet in the Commons 
on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am, on 
January 18. 
 

We are interested in sharing our shawls with the 
Epiphany homebound.  Let us know if you know of 
someone that would benefit from our shawls.  We are 
blessed to have such workmanship. 

Women’s Ministry 
Margaret Miller Circle will be meeting Tuesday, January 11th at 10:00 am in the Commons. We would 
welcome you to join us bring in a new year with hope and thankfulness! Please feel free to contact Donna 
Josephson at (804) 883-5955 or dhjosephson11@gmail.com with any questions you may have.  
 

The Clara Sullivan Circle met in the Church Commons on December 8, 2021.    
Peggy Roberts led our devotions by reading Psalm 100 from Reading the Psalms by Martin Luther. 
Caroline Wake shared an excerpt, from the book Stories Behind the Best Loved Hymns of Christmas by Ace 
Collins, about how the hymn Go Tell It On the Mountain was created. 
Eileen read The Legend of the Candy Cane, after which, we played The Great Christmas 
Candy Pass.   
We shared concerns and joys to bring our prayer list up to date.   
Our next in person meeting will be Wednesday January 12, 2022 from 10:00 – 11:00 in 
the Church Commons.  
Our next Zoom “check –in chat” will be on Wednesday January 26, 2022 from 10:00 – 
10:30.  An email with the Zoom link will be sent to Clara Sullivan members. 
If you are interested in joining the Clara Sullivan Circle to share in service, companionship & 
conversation please call Eileen or Bonita.  We will include you in the email chain and send you 
the Zoom link. 
Call or text Eileen Johnson 804-513-3005 or Bonita Wyatt 804-347-5357 for more information 
about the meetings. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday, January 13 via Zoom. Our hostess is Jane 
Huddle. If you are interested in joining our evening circle, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 
tatterh@hotmail.com or 804-338- 3578. 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

mailto:dhjosephson11@gmail.com
mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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Nursery School News 
December was filled with the joy of Christmas at ELNS!  Our classes learned about 
the nativity, sang holiday songs, filled our walls with holiday art, and made presents 
for moms and dads. We also  had fun celebrating the holidays in different ways 
during our spirit week held during the last week of the school before Christmas.   
We dressed in our favorite Christmas shirts, wore our favorite Christmas jammies, 
sported our favorite Christmas socks and even had fun donning antlers, Santa hats 
and elf ears!  Since parents and families weren’t able to join us at school during the 
holidays as usual, we made a video of our holiday fun that we were able to share 
with them.   
 

When we return in January, our school theme will be arctic 
animals.   As the weather turns colder here in Richmond, we 
will learn about animals who make their home in the coldest 
regions of our world.  Polar bears, penguins, and snowy owls 

will be just a few of the animals we will focus on this month.  We’ll have lots of fun 
learning about their habitats and how they adapt and survive there.   
 

We can’t believe it, but it is already time to think about registering for next year at ELNS!   All members of 
Epiphany are eligible to participate in the priority registration period from now until January 9th.  This priority 
period of registration allows Epiphany families to choose their days and secure their child’s spot before we 
open up the remaining spaces to new families.  Registration information can be found on our web site at 
www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or for more 
information at elnsdirector@gmail.com.  I would be happy to help.   
 

We wish you and your family a happy and healthy new year 
Sincerely,  
Melinda Martin 
Program Director 

 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

                   A small school with a big heart 

 

 

• Play-based curriculum to develop a love of learning in each child 

• Small classes w/educated, experienced, and caring teachers 

• A sense of community  - be part of the ELNS Family 

• Flexible schedule—you choose the days that work for your family 

• 8:45am—Noon; Additional options to extend days as early as 8am and as late as 3pm 

• More information including rates and application available online at 

www.epiphanyluthernnurseryschool.com 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  
jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 

Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,  
hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  
bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Faith Formation Ministries - 
Pastor Sarah Lang,  

slang@epiphanyelca.org 
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  

dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 
Facilities Manager - VACANT 

  
Technology and Media Support - Turner Barger 

tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Members in Our Prayers 

 

 
 

 

We will be in the office during these listed times. 

Monday -Thursday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Pastor Phillip and 

Pastor Joseph will be in the office. 

Pastor Sarah - Tuesdays 2- 5 pm, Fridays 10-3 pm 

Hanne is in the office, Monday-Thursday, 9 am-3 pm and 

Friday, 9 am - Noon. 

Beth is in the office, Monday - Thursday, 12 Noon - 3 pm. 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

 

 

 

In-Person Worship Times  
Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am.  

Sunday School 9:45 am 
 

 
Come join us for worship on 

YouTube at 11:00 am.  

 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

