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I freely admit that I have never paid attention to the actual words of the New Year’s Eve song “Auld Lang 
Syne,” which Robert Burns composed using a little phrase he overheard from an old 
man and then expanded for the poem and subsequent song, because while it is a nice 
melody, to me the lyrics always seemed impenetrable and unintelligible in their 
original Scots verse, and – after all, I always thought – don’t they just mean “Happy 
New Year” in the end? 
 

Come to find out the first line of the text is a rhetorical question that basically means: 
Is it right that old times be forgotten?  And this year you and I may have conflicting 
feelings about our response, which is to say the answer may not be so easily obvious, 
or even more clearly: we may want to forget 2020 and yet we may also have a 
suspicion there may be power and benefit in remembering this very difficult year. 
 

On the one hand, the story of God’s relationship of love extended to us and recorded 
in the Bible answers the question Is it right that old times be forgotten? with a resolve 
to never forget and with a continual recalling of our hardships and sufferings and a 
refusal to overlook the worst we have lived through: our faithfulness and expulsion 
from the Garden, our struggle and wandering in the wilderness, our exile and 
heartache in Babylon – and yet -- the scriptures point even more clearly to God’s 
faithfulness through it all.  
 

And so perhaps we should determine to remember this year: the sickness that rocked our world and sent us 
cowering in fear into our homes, the racial inequality that was exposed and became a part of the national 
conversation, and the economic hardship that affected many, as well as God’s faithfulness to us in gathering us 
online and in-person (in careful ways) to pray, praise, encourage, study, plan, and grow in trust, as we 
witnessed many, many quilts and healthcare kits made, feeding ministries expanded, many baptisms of 
children into the Triune love of God, and new or zoomified fellowship, education, and worship opportunities.  
 

Perhaps we ought to remember these struggles and recall God’s determination to be with us in the midst of 
them, and at the same time remember God’s promise that our struggle does not define us, because even in the 
struggle God also promises to make all things new. 
 

As Isaiah writes: Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings 
out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a 
wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 
 

As Paul says: For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore 
all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who 
died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is 
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 

And as John envisions: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying,  
Continued next page... 
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"See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." And the one who was seated on 
the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." 
 

New Year’s Day 2021, as much as we wish to the contrary, no matter how heartily we could sing “Auld Lang 
Syne,” does not have the power to bring an end to COVID-19, racial inequality, or economic struggles, and in 
fact, there is no way to know what the new year will bring -- for good or bad.  We do know, however, that the 
same God who has brought us through wilderness, exile, death, and who has led us this far by faith will 
continue to lead us on.  
 

And so, is it right that old times be forgotten or not? 
 

Perhaps knowing that we are already made a new creation in Christ will give us the courage to remember all 
the struggle of this time and the faith to tell how God has brought us through. 
 
Our identity as a New Creation in Christ has the power to inform our life together in the new year and give us 
courage to continue to talk about race and work for equality in America, the determination to continue to feed 
and provide for those in our community who live on the margins and with insecurity, and supply us with 
vigilance in our commitment to keep one another safe by gathering in careful ways – wearing masks, being 
creative, communicating our expectations and seeking understanding about what others are comfortable with 
as we continue in God’s mission together. 
 

We know this: Our hope is in God who makes all things new. And I am bursting with gratitude to you, my 
friends, for being the people who live and communicate this hope to a world in need.  May God continue to 
bless you and your loved ones in the year ahead.   
 

In Christ –  
Pastor Joseph  

Words from Our Pastor, cont’d 

Staying Connected 
 

If you are interested in reaching out to members of the congregation, there are 
updated paper copies of the church directory 
available. There are also notecards for you to take 
home and use. 
 

This can be a lonely time of year for many, especially 
those who are isolated and still not able to attend our 
in-person church services.  
 

If you are thinking of someone, please call, email, or 
send a note. Your small act of kindness makes a big difference to someone!  

MORE MASKS FOR MEMBERS - REPLACEMENTS 

So we’ve been wearing our masks for a while and some of them have become worn out, if 

you would like to have another homemade mask or two to wear, please let Beth know at 

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org. Please let her know if you prefer a mask with ties or one with 

“ear loops” or if you’d like to be added to Epiphany’s “mask makers” team. Know that 

there is no charge for the masks. We just want people to have them and to wear them.  

Be safe and healthy. 

mailto:bbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Finance Ministry 

 
 
 
 
Our December Report will appear in our February Newsletter. Our Financial Manager, Debbie Sexton and the 
Treasurer, Tim Sparks are hard at work closing out the 2020 books and compiling a report to reflect our 
financial standings. 

Tithes & Gifts 
The 2021 offering envelopes are available for pick-up in the Commons. You are encouraged to pick the 
envelopes up as soon as possible. We will not be able to mail the envelopes to you. 
If you feel that you no longer need envelopes, please contact the church office, 804-282-
6066, or hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org and we will assign you with a non-box number. 
 

If you prefer to contribute on-line here is the link:  
https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com 
 

We also have Simply Giving which can easily be set up to deduct automatically; weekly,  
bi-weekly and monthly payments from your designated account. Please contact the church office if you have 
any questions. 
 

2020 Year-End Statements will be available at the end of January 2021. We will mail the statements out at 
that time. 
 

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
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Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
     
Children’s Corner 
 
The Singing Saints will resume Zoom meetings beginning January 6, and we 
will meet on all Wednesdays in January (6, 13, 20, 27). This does not include 
singing as it doesn’t work well in that environment. These are theme nights and 
a little trivia and music education (among other things). The meetings are 6:30 
on Wednesdays.  If you are interested in joining and not receiving the links, 
please contact Mr. Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org to be added! 
 
Our themes for January will be as follows: 

January 6 – Epiphany/Magi 
January 13 – Baptism 
January 20 – Legos! 
January 27 – Winter sports 

 
“Steel Crossticks” will continue meeting Sundays from 1:30 – 2:00 p.m. We 
will meet January 10, 17, 24 and 31.  This rehearsal will continue in person 
and we will continue in Price Hall for the winter months given the 
temperature outside. Even though inside, Price Hall has an occupancy of 300, 
and we will have about 8 people if everyone is there. We still require masks 
the entire rehearsal and are very distanced (more than outside), and we do 
sanitize Price Hall and use the exhaust fan to ensure safety. If you are still 
interested in joining the drumming group, please let Mr. Kevin know at 
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. It is important to do this as we will need to order 
more equipment at this point if we have more people.  Thanks! 
 
Cherub Choir is not meeting at this time.     
We are looking to begin Junior Handbells again!  This is for those in 4th grade through 7th grade. Our hope is 
to begin this ministry again in February – so your assignment is to let Mr. Kevin know if you are interested in 
participating.  Once we have those are interested, we will move to scheduling in order to accommodate 
hopefully the whole list of participants.  You can email Mr. Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org.  If you fall 
outside the age group, please email anyway, and we will see what we can do if you have interest.   
 
Singers – Everyone welcome! 
We will restart the adult fellowship time for those who enjoy singing on January 6. We meet Wednesday 
evenings via Zoom. Again, due to technology, we don’t actually sing on these calls. We share with each other, 
learn a little music history or trivia, and have a little devotion/Bible time as well. Anyone who enjoys singing 
is welcome to join.  If you are not receiving the links and are interested, please contact Kevin at 
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org.   
 
 
Epiphany Ringers 
We were fortunate to hear our handbell choir several times during Advent 
and Christmas.   
For that, we thank all our members for safely participating! It has been 
wonderful to be making live music again. We will continue to rehearse on 
Sundays at noon, resuming January 10. Please contact Kevin at 
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org if you are interested in joining or having 
questions.  

mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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January Baptism Birthdays 

Sunday School to Go 
Members of the Faith Formation Ministry Team are assembling monthly Sunday School kits for families to 

use at home. Each kit contains a set of craft ideas, stories, songs and questions to ponder. Our next set of kits, 

planned for the next quarter, will focus on the season of Lent. Thank you to our volunteers who help pack the 

kits! Families will be receiving an email soon for reserving the next kit. 

Please return, reuse or recycle your boxes, thank you! 

Sunday Morning Nursery Update 

Due to rising COVID-19 cases, the staffed nursery will remain closed in January. 
We will continue to evaluate its reopening. 
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Faith Formation 

Moms' Bible Study 
Moms' Bible Study is meeting online every other Sunday as we study the book, Really Bad Girls of the Bible 
by Liz Curtis Higgs. The meeting link is sent in the weekly church email. 
 

The remaining dates for MBS are Sundays, January 3 and  17 at 3 pm via 
Zoom. 
 

Eight of the Bible’s most notorious females strut across the pages of Really 
Bad Girls of the Bible with troubles that still hit home in the twenty-first 
century. 
 

Moms' Bible Study (MBS) is open to moms of all ages, with kids of all 
ages. Join us!  
 

Interested, have questions, or need help getting a book (yes, we can order 
more)? Contact Amy Boyle aimandbub@msn.com or 804-347-2724.  

Adult Sunday School Starting January 10 

Christian Faith is centered in the cross. And the Christian life is 

likewise rooted in the cross. The studies in this guide, based on 

John Stott’s book The Cross of Christ, are designed to bring us to 

the heart of the cross with an understanding of what was 

accomplished there on our behalf. 

We begin with an individual perspective but move on from there 

into a deeper understanding of what it means to live as a 

community under the cross. Our worship, our call to mission, our 

ability to love our enemies and to face the perplexities of suffering 

—the cross transforms everything! 

Our 13-week discussion group will begin on January 10, 8:30-9:30 

am via Zoom (link will be in the weekly email sent out on 

Saturdays) and will carry us up to Easter, so this will be a great 

Lenten devotional study. Please let Hanne know if you would like 

to join us. You can pick up a free booklet with our weekly 

discussion questions at the table in the Commons. 

mailto:aimandbub@msn.com
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Youth Ministry 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and with 7th through 12th grade students.  Lil Youths is our 

group just for 5-6th grade students.  We give God thanks for all the Timothy Ministers (adult leaders), 

parents, and faithful adults who have helped us continue our ministry during these times.    

YOUTH NEWS: 
 
TEXT TREE 
Our Epiphany Youth Group high school 
leadership team has decided that they want to 
create a "Text Tree" to keep in touch and send 
encouraging messages to each other.  Emily 
Dietrick will be gathering cell numbers for as 
many folks as would like to be included.  If you 
would like to be on the Text Tree you can send 
an email to Emily at emilyrdietrick@gmail.com 
or Pastor Joseph at 
epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com. 
 
T-SHIRTS 
Thank you to our Leadership team: Madeline 
Myers, JT Helberg, Will Burger, and Cole 
Domaleski for coming up with the scripture verse 
and to Ruth Baggs who has created the design for 
our brand new EYG t-shirts! You will be 
receiving an email very shortly about ordering 
the t-shirt and we hope everyone will be able to 
get one…details forthcoming!    
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to our Timothy Ministers for this past 
year: Alexandra Griffin, Ashley Vavra, Mark and 
Jennie Schuetze, Kim Yucha, Taylor Williamson, 
Jane Lanham, Scott Dietrick, Marcie Perryman, 
and Jon Luettgen. Ministry would not be possible 
without your leadership and on behalf of all our 
youth, parents, and families thank you for 
zooming with us, meeting with us, and helping 
us stay connected. We love you! 
 

mailto:emilyrdietrick@gmail.com
mailto:epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com
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Dear Epiphany, 
My family and I thank you from the bottom of our humbled hearts for the 
extremely generous year-end gift that congregational president Tripp 
Dillard shared with us just after Christmas. We know that this year has 
been extraordinary in so many ways—extraordinarily challenging for 
schools and businesses, extraordinarily painful for people who have lost 
their loved ones, extraordinarily frustrating for people just trying to get on 
with daily life. We can add to that another “extraordinary”: you have been 
extraordinarily generous to us and to your congregation. You remind me of 
another real example of the message we hear at Christmas from the gospel 
of John: “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.” It is a great honor and 
privilege to me in ministry with all of you. I can’t wait to see what the next year brings! 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Phillip Martin 
 
Dear Friends, 
We are completely overwhelmed by the generosity you show us every year, but we are especially overcome 
by the extravagant kindness you have shown our family this year.  Tripp called to tell me about the 
Christmas bonus you collected on our behalf – which we wouldn’t have expected at all – and there really 
aren’t words enough to thank you – but THANK YOU for this gift.  Thank you for the yard signs way back 
in March (I think it was) that said “Epiphany Loves You.”  Thank you for phone calls, emails, texts, visits, 
food, gifts, and every tangible sign of encouragement.  Thank you for participating in new ventures like 
zoom calls, Sunday school boxes-to-go, and a living nativity.  Thank you for making videos for worship and 
Advent daily devotions.  Thank you for shepherding one another, checking on one another, and for calling us 
and letting us know who is in need of care.  Thank you for bearing with us and believing in us and, most of 
all, thank you for your prayers and your patience. 
This year has been unbelievably sad and frustrating.  Our hearts long to be together.  We long for normalcy. 
We long for healing in the world.  I believe that in spite of it all WE – THE CHURCH – Christ at work in us 
– are God’s instrument for peace.  I believe God is transforming lives through this ministry we share.  I 
believe God will strengthen us to the end.  And I am so grateful for all of you.  You give me hope and you 
keep me going.   
 

May God bless you and your loved ones richly, 
Peace+ 
Joseph and Sarah  
 
Dear friends at Epiphany, 
I wanted to thank all of you for your letters, cards, and Christmas cards too during the past year. It has been a 
difficult one as we remain quarantined in our rooms. However, God has blessed me lavishly and your 
support has been a big part of that. Thanks to you all who make me feel like I still am a part, however 
limited, of Epiphany’s life and ministry.  
 

God bless each of you, 
Mary Bos Eberhard  
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Nursery School News 

 
December was filled with the joy of Christmas at ELNS!  Our classes learned 
about the nativity, sang holiday songs, filled our walls with holiday art, and 
made presents for moms and dads. On our final day of school for 2020, each 
class enjoyed a cookie decorating party as well.  Since parents and families 
weren’t able to join us at school during the holidays as usual, we made a 
video of our holiday fun that we were able to share with them.  It is posted 
on the Epiphany Lutheran Church YouTube page and we would love to share 
our holiday cheer with you too. Please enjoy the video which is filled with 
songs and pictures from our Christmas season together at ELNS.  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hhu_0lMJPU 
 

When we return in January, our school theme will be arctic animals.   As the 
weather turns colder here in Richmond, we will learn about animals who 
make their home in the coldest regions of our world.  Polar bears, penguins, 
and snowy owls will be just a few of the animals we will focus on this 
month.  We’ll have lots of fun learning about their habitats and how they 
adapt and survive there.   

 
Priority registration has begun for the 2021-2022 school year at ELNS.        
All members of Epiphany are eligible to participate in the priority registration 
period from now until January 10th.  Registration information can be found 
on our web site at www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com.  Please feel free 
to contact me with any questions or for more information at 

elnsdirector@gmail.com.  I would be happy to help.   
We wish you and your family a happy new year 
Sincerely,  
Melinda Martin 
Program Director 

          

 

A small school with a big heart 

 
 

• Play-based curriculum to develop a love of learning in each child 

• Small classes w/educated, experienced, and caring teachers 

• A sense of community  - be part of the ELNS Family 

• Flexible schedule—you choose the days that work for your family 

• 8:45am—Noon; Additional options to extend days as early as 8am and as late as 3pm 

• More information including rates and application available online at 

www.epiphanyluthernnurseryschool.com 

 

2021-2022 

Priority Registration  

Now—January 10th 
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Community Service Ministry 

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday and 
third Wednesday of each month to the Community 
Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in Price Hall. 
For additional information, call the pantry at 565-
8007. Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule and 
are not open on Wednesday or Friday. Please 
volunteer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am to Noon 
or as you are available. 
 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Once again, we partnered with Welborne United Methodist Church to offer 
our Christmas Giving Tree ministry for the families at Ridge Elementary. 
Due to COVID-19, we collected $25 Walmart gift cards so that each student 
received one. Epiphany collected 277 gift cards and exceeded our goal of 
250. Additional cards not distributed to Ridge students for Christmas will be 
used by the guidance counselor to help with future needs of Ridge families.  

We are so thankful for your loving support of the families in our community 
who needed help during the holidays. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
MEETING ON ZOOM DURING PANDEMIC!!! 

 
Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those  

in need of God’s embrace. 
 

One of the most important part of our ministry is to offer our 
congregation the opportunity to request a Prayer Shawl for someone 
you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and 
Hanne can assist you with your need. 

 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak 
which envelopes the wearer both physically and spiritually, in prayer 
and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a commanded 
blessing, given by God. 

 

This month our group will meet on Zoom on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am, January 19. Please 
let us know if you would like to join us to share your tales through the Pandemic and just keeping us abreast 
of your daily life. It is so important for us to stay in touch though this episode in our lives. 
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MICAH 
During the month of December, those of us who volunteer at Southampton usually give and receive and enjoy 
the merriness of the season.  Mrs. Crews invites all of us to a luncheon at the school that feeds our appetites 
and our feelings of being appreciated.  Likewise the volunteers find 
ways to give little gifts to the students (class) and teachers with whom 
they have relationships.  Like everything else this year, that was not 
the story for December, 2020.   
 

December 7th, I received an email from Ashley Johnson, a teacher at 
SES who works with volunteers.  She was asking if Epiphany could 
help three families at Southampton in need of Christmas help. At such 
late notice, my response was, “we’ll try.”  Epiphany’s networking 
went into motion.  Thanks to an excellent communication set up and 
much kindness, three volunteers were found.  Each shopped for one of the families.  But by December 23rd, 
one family’s gifts were sitting in the church office.  The plan for them to be picked up and delivered to the 
recipient had fallen through.  Furthermore, no one knew the address or contact number of the recipient.  By the 
24th, the gifts were still at Epiphany.  But with emailing and the help of three more volunteers and the church 
staff, the gifts did arrive at the intended destination.  The recipients expressed great appreciation.   
 

I have worked for over ten years with the MICAH program at Southampton Elementary School.  These past 
six years I have experienced Epiphany’s response for calls to respond to needs of people.   MICAH’S mission 
says in Micah 6:8—Walk humbly, love kindness, seek justice ----in our schools for every child.  Epiphany 
does this in helping with Tiger Store, donating books for Dr. Seuss Day, tutoring, weekly/biweekly classroom 
volunteering, knitting/donating mittens/hats, and the list goes on.   I do know the children love our presence in 
their school.  I have learned that giving is receiving and that is God’s gift to us.  THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 
Mary Sue Oehler 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

QUILTS! 
Chris and Bill Crouch took a rode trip to New Windsor this week to deliver quilts and personal health kits 
made by the Confirmands this fall.  Below is a picture of Bill’s truck packed with quilts. 
  
This is what we have delivered to LWR for the last five years. 
  
Year                    Quilts                School bags 
2016                     110                       107 
2017                     162                       154 
2018                     135                       150 
2019                     177                       188 
2020                     205                       201 
  
Great Job! Lots of people will be warmed and shown love by your 
actions.  

    LAMB’s Basket 

         Watch for details about our  

                       upcoming  

              February Food Drive! 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU . . . 

The current COVID-19 pandemic brings all kinds of problems and anxieties 
to each of us, and we sometimes struggle to find ways to cope and new ways 
to get things done. Epiphany’s STEPHEN MINISTERS are here for you. We 
are trained to provide Christian Caring to people who are hurting and  to 
people who are in need. A Stephen Minister will talk with you in complete 
confidence, will listen to your situation, and will pray with you and for you. A 

Stephen Minister will talk with you just one time if you prefer, but most of the time the talk will be for several 
weeks, over many months, for as long as you need someone to be with you. You are not alone—we are here 
for you. 
Please contact Pastor Martin or Ben Droste (ben9114@comcast.net or 741-3751) if you would like to learn 
more about Stephen Ministry helping you.  

Women’s Ministry 
The Clara Sullivan Circle has Zoom dates set up. Please call Eileen Johnson, 
804-752-6140 or Bonita Wyatt 804-347-5357, for more information. 
 

Margaret Miller Circle will be meeting virtually Tuesday, January 12, at 11:00 am.         
If you're just wanting some fellowship, please join us. No need to be a member. All are 
welcome! You can contact Donna Josephson at dhjosephson11@gmail.com for the link. 
Hope to see some new faces. 
 

Katie Luther Circle will meet via Zoom on Thursday, January 14, at 7 pm.  If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 804 741 0276 or 
tatterh@hotmail.com. 

 

 Thank you so much for your generous donations in 2020.  Epiphany blood drives collected 86 units this past 
year, more than ever before.  Thanks to you, over 250 individuals benefited from life saving transfusions. I am 
so grateful and humbled by your compassion and dedication. And, you really do rock! 
 

But, of course, the need for blood and blood products and the number of 
brothers and sisters requiring our help is constant. So, once again I am 
reaching out to you in the hope that you will continue to support this 
important mission as we move into 2021. 
 

Please consider our next blood drive on Sunday, January 17, 
2021.  The drive will once again take place in Price Hall from 8am-
12noon.   
Our next Blood Drive will be April 25, mark your calendars! 
 

I look forward to seeing you there. In the meantime, please have a safe, healthy, and blessed New Year! 
Peace, 
Carl Erickson   
                

 To sign up use this link: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=EPL 
 

 Questions?  Call me at 804-873-5163 or cferickson@gmail.com      

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

mailto:ben9114@comcast.net
mailto:dhjosephson11@gmail.com
mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

January 1951 – In December 1950, a packet was prepared for the Mission Board of the Virginia Synod.  It 
was finalized and sent in early January 1951.  Part of the packet contained pictures of the Overlook Estate and 
the surrounding area.  Here are 2 pictures from that packet: 

 
 
 
This is the view looking east on Monument Ave. 
from the estate. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Here is the view from Bremo Road at St Mary’s 
Hospital looking west on Monument Ave. 
Note: The Archives has all of the original pictures 
from the 1951 packet.) 

Tell Your Story for 2020 
 

For many of us, the year 2020 has been an abrupt change to years past.  We have had to adapt to conditions not 
in our daily lives.  Yet we – our Congregation – through God’s love has continued to spread His love through 
new and exciting ways.  We now have Sunday School boxes to go that allow young children to learn of God’s 
love for us, Quilters who work diligently to provide comfort for people 
far away, and other creative ways.     We need to document this for 
generations to come.  The way to do this is through Annual Reports.               
Yes, sometimes the Annual Reports are filled with numbers and 
sometimes ‘cold’ data, but mostly it contains what we as a Congregation 
have done to show how God’s love works through us. 
 

There is no format for Annual Reports. Write as if you are talking to 
someone about your group and are telling the story of 2020.  If you need 
help telling your story, call me – John Hartmann – at 804-338-0265.       
I will help you do the telling. 
 

Now for one administrative note, these stories (Annual Reports) are due 
to Hanne in the Church Office by February 15, 2021.  Email to: 
hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
 

In 2020, we have been faced with new conditions but it did not stop us – we continued to grow in God’s love 
through our acts.  Tell your group’s story how God has touched your group. 
 

To quote Tiny Tim, “God bless Us, Every One!” 
 

Your Archives Team, 
Barry Westin and John Hartmann 
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Members in Our Prayers 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  

pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  

jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  

kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,  

hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Faith Formation Ministries - 

vacant 
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  

dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 
Facilities Manager - Tod Mitchell 

tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org 

Technology Assistant Intern - Turner Barger 

tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Although our office is functioning on a reduced schedule 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be in the office 

during these listed times. 

Monday -Thursday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Pastor Phillip 

will be in the office. 

Pastor Joseph is available by appointment. 

Hanne will be in the office, Monday - Thursday, 9 am - 1 

pm and  Friday: 9:00 am - Noon.  

Beth is in the office, Monday - Thursday, 12Noon - 3 pm. 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
In-Person Worship Times during 

these unprecedented times: 
Sunday 10:00 am.  

Must sign up, please contact the 
church office. 

Come join us on YouTube or  
Facebook at 10:30 am.  

 

a congregation of the ELCA 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

