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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

February 2021 

Last year for our Lenten Wednesday series we were all set to 

unpack a topic that we felt was very timely: hospitality in the 

church. We were slated to finish construction our brand-new 

gathering areas and Sunday School classrooms, and we 

thought it was an especially appropriate time to reflect on how 

God receives visitors in scripture and how God’s people are to 

be always aware of the presence of the divine in the stranger 

in our midst. Called “Handshakes and Holy Embrace,” our 

theme focused on Bible stories where God encountered new 

people. 

Then the pandemic hit. Lent Wednesdays were cancelled. All 

public worship was suspended. Our gathering areas remained 

empty. We were receiving no people at all, much less new 

ones. Handshakes and any kind of embrace seemed suddenly 

very un-timely. 

As the staff set about this year to determine another appropriate Lent theme that might guide our prayers and 

common spiritual life, we quickly landed on the topic of healing. The multiple challenges of this past year 

have highlighted our intense need of healing as well as God’s promises to restore God’s people. COVID-19 

and its vaccines have brought to mind matters of physical healing. Racial unrest and Black Lives Matter have 

made us aware of social and community healing. A tense election and attempted insurrection have intensified 

the need for national healing.  

We hope that our 2021 Lenten theme, “Hope of Each Tomorrow: God’s Healing Ways,” will provide for the 

congregation the opportunity to reflect intentionally on some of the stories where Jesus performs healing in 

Scripture and what those healings entail for those who experience them. As we do this, we pray the Holy Spirit 

will not only give us new insight for how God is performing healing today but also that we will be opened to 

ways in which that healing might affect us. So often we view healings in Scripture as purely physical 

experiences. Once we pull away a few layers of the story and consider historical factors that are present we see 

that God’s healing is much deeper and far-ranging than we first expect. We can also see Jesus’ death on the 

cross as God’s ultimate healing act, a sacrifice of love that brings all of creation to wholeness again. 

This Lent we will be gathering for on-line worship only. Each Lent worship service will premiere on YouTube 
and Facebook at 7:00pm every Wednesday, beginning February 24 and concluding on March 24. The service 

will include singing, prayers, Scripture reading, and a brief homily. Links to that service will be emailed to the 
congregation each week. Because of the brevity imposed by COVID restrictions and the additional time 
needed to pre-record worship, we will not be gathering for in-person worship in the sanctuary on Wednesdays 

this Lent. However, we do look forward to the healing we will experience later in 2021 (maybe even the 
summer) when we can loosen worship restrictions and allow for a more robust in-person worship service. 
Please join us for a dose of God’s healing this Lent! 

Words from Our Pastor 
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Finance Ministry 

During a year of much uncertainty and change, we were able to post a surplus of $25,452 due to the generosity 
of our members and prudent expense management.   
 

YTD December, we had receipts of $725,192 which was 92% of our budgeted receipts of $790,000 and 5% 
lower than 2019. Expenses were $699,740 and $90,260 favorable to plan. 
 

For the year, we had a net surplus of $25,452 that was posted to Unrestricted Surplus. 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
• Christian Ed/Youth was $10,342 favorable due to savings of $4,800 in curriculum and $5,000 in VBS. 
• Property Expense was favorable $34,550 due primarily to favorable Grounds $16,600, Janitorial $6,400, 

Building/Equip $6,900 & Utility expense $7,000. 
• Personnel Expense was favorable $31,300 due to open Faith Formation position and furloughed Property 

Manager and Visitation Pastor. 
 

Tithes & Gifts 
The 2021 offering envelopes are available for pick-up in the Commons. You are encouraged to pick the 
envelopes up as soon as possible. We will not be able to mail the envelopes to you. 
If you feel that you no longer need envelopes, please contact the church office, 804-282-
6066, or hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org and we will assign you with a non-box number. 
 

If you prefer to contribute on-line here is the link:  
https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com 
 

We also have Simply Giving which can easily be set up to deduct automatically: weekly,  
bi-weekly and monthly payments from your designated account. Please contact the church office if you have 
any questions. 
 

2020 Year-End Statements were mailed out to everyone on January 27th.              .  

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
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Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
     
Children’s Corner 
 
The Singing Saints will continue Zoom meetings in February. We will have a 
little bit of a mixed schedule this month. We will meet on the following days in 
February: 3, 17, 24 (NOT on the 10th).  Again, these are theme nights and a little 
trivia and music education (among other things). The meetings are at 6:30.        
If you are interested in joining and not receiving the links, please contact Mr. 
Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org to be added! 
 
Our themes for January will be as follows: 

February 3 – Transfiguration 
February 17 – Ash Wednesday 
February 24 – Lent 

 
“Steel Crossticks” will continue meeting Sundays from 1:30 – 2:00 p.m. We 
will meet February 7, 14, 21 and 28. This rehearsal continues in person and 
we will continue in Price Hall given the temperature outside.    Even though 
inside, Price Hall has an occupancy of 300, and we will have about 8 people 
if everyone is there.  We still require masks the entire rehearsal and are very 
distanced (more than outside), and we do sanitize Price Hall and use the 
exhaust fan to ensure safety. If you are still interested in joining the 
drumming group, please let Mr. Kevin know at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. It 
is important to do this as we will need to order more equipment at this point if 
we have more people. Thanks! 
 
Cherub Choir is not meeting at this time.     
 
I am running this one again since we were so late in getting the January 
newsletter out. We are looking to begin Junior Handbells again! This is 
for those in 4th grade through 7th grade. Our hope is to begin this ministry 
again in February – so your assignment is to let Mr. Kevin know if you are 
interested in participating by February 10. Once we have those are 
interested, we will move to scheduling in order to accommodate hopefully 
the whole list of participants. You can email Mr. Kevin at 
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. If you fall outside the age group, please email 
anyway, and we will see what we can do if you have interest.   
 
Singers – Everyone welcome! 
 
We continue to meet Wednesday evenings via Zoom. Again, due to technology, we don’t actually sing on 
these calls. We share with each other, learn a little music history or trivia, and have a little devotion/Bible time 
as well. Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join  If you are not receiving the links and are interested, 
please contact Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. Please note that we will NOT meet on February 10. 

Sunday Morning Nursery Update 

Due to the number of COVID-19 cases, the staffed nursery will remain closed in February. 
We will continue to evaluate its reopening. 

mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Introducing...Pastor Sarah Lang, Faith Formation Coordinator! 
 
Greetings in the name of Christ! 
 
I’m excited to begin my work as your Faith Formation Coordinator.  My 
face might be familiar to many of you. Some of you already know me as 
partner to Pastor Joseph and mom to Lucia, Samuel, and Anna. Others 
might recognize me as a Sunday school teacher or preacher during Lenten 
midweek services or a regular worshiper at the 8:30 am service. Some of 
you I may have not yet met. I’m looking forward to working with those I 
already know and those I have yet to meet, and I trust the Spirit will bind 
us together in this wonderful adventure of learning and growing in 
faithfulness as together we WALK the journey, WORSHIP the Christ, and 
WITNESS with joy. 
 
Prior to moving to Richmond in 2014, I served in the role of pastor to two parishes--one in Boone, NC and 
one in Charleston, SC. When Pastor Joseph was called to Epiphany, I stepped back from full-time parish 
ministry to help our then-9-month old Lucia transition to life in a new city. Here we are six years later with 
two more children and beginning a new transition together.  
 
Last week, I received a wonderful welcome note that expressed gratitude for my presence on staff to 
coordinate faith formation. In the next sentence, the person expressed, honestly and with humor, “Well, I don’t 
actually know what faith formation is!” Maybe you feel the same! Everything we do together as a community 
in Christ forms faith. Worship, service, learning, Wednesday evening meals, singing in choirs--all these things 
and more form our trust in the Triune God and embolden us to live out our faith in the world. 
 
I, of course, won’t be coordinating ALL those things. For now, my work will focus on coordinating Sunday 
school for children and adults, creating ways of connecting virtually and sharing faith, sharing resources for 
learning, and whatever else the Spirit inspires us to do during this time of being separate in order to be 
together again. If you need me, you can reach me at my email (slang@epiphanyelca,org) or you can find me  
(either at home or at the church) on Tuesday afternoons and on Friday mornings.   
 

Faith Formation 

Journey through Lent Activity Card 

The season of Lent calls us to practice the spiritual disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving as we walk 
the way of the cross and grow deeper in discipleship. An activity card has been created that leads us from 

Ash Wednesday to Easter; each day is marked with an activity that encourages us to pray, to fast, or to give. 
 

  The card is appropriate for individuals or families, adults or children. Place it on your fridge or on your 
table! Mark your way along the path with a magnet or a votive candle.  

 
Copies of the activity card, along with a votive candle, can be found in the Commons; you may print your 

own (see the next page of the newsletter); or sign up for a Lent-to-Go box and receive a copy and a candle in 
your box.  

Join us for the Lent Craft Day on February 14 to make a votive candle holder to use throughout Lent! 
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Faith Formation 
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Faith Formation 

LENT CRAFT DAY 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2-4 PM ON ZOOM  

(ZOOM link will be distributed after sign-up) 

Join Pastor Sarah and your friends in Christ for an afternoon of crafting. We’ll be making 

glass prayer jars and Resurrection Stones—resources you can use this Lent to pray and tell 

the story. You do not need to be a “crafter” to join us! The activities are simple and any age 

child or adult is welcome.  Sign up:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-lent 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: glass jar (reuse any jar you have in your fridge), tissue paper, mod 

podge, 40 craft sticks/popsicle sticks/strips of paper, paint brush, 9 stones/rocks, sharpies 

(various colors) or acrylic paint pens 

 

LENT-TO-GO BOXES  

The next edition of Sunday School-to-Go is 

here!  The Faith Formation Team has 

assembled a simple set of materials for 

children and families to explore the season 

of Lent at home.   

Sign-up to receive a box. Be sure to include 

your child’s name and current grade level!  

 https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-lenttogo 

You’re invited to pick up your boxes on 

Saturday, February 13 from 11 am to Noon 

at Epiphany, or from the Commons at a time 

that is convenient for you after February 13. 

 

TEACH US TO PRAY: LORD’S PRAYER 

INSTRUCTION FOR  

1ST & 2ND  GRADERS 

All 1st and 2nd graders and their parents or 

caregivers are invited to a special three-

week class on the Lord’s Prayer. Meeting 

dates are February 21, 28 and March 7 from 

12 Noon to 1 PM on ZOOM.  

Questions?  Email Pastor Sarah at 

slang@epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-lent
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-lenttogo
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAFAA22A6FE3-lenttogo
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Faith Formation 

MOMS’ BIBLE STUDY 
 

Moms' Bible Study is meeting online by ZOOM 
every other Sunday as we study the book, How 

Happiness Happens by Max 
Lucado.  Upcoming meeting 
dates are February 7 & 21, 
March 7 & 21, April 11 & 25 
at 3 PM. 
The ZOOM link is sent in the 
weekly church email. 
 
 

Moms' Bible Study (MBS) is 
open to moms of all ages, 
with kids of all ages. Join us!  
 

Interested, have questions, or 
need help getting a book?   Contact Amy Boyle 
aimandbub@msn.com or 804-347-2724.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Christian Faith is centered in the cross. And the Christian life is 

likewise rooted in the cross. The studies in this guide, based on 

John Stott’s book The Cross of Christ, are designed to bring us to 

the heart of the cross with an understanding of what was 

accomplished there on our behalf. 

We begin with an individual perspective but move on from there 

into a deeper understanding of what it means to live as a 

community under the cross. Our worship, our call to mission, our 

ability to love our enemies and to face the perplexities of suffering 

—the cross transforms everything! 

Our 13-week discussion group continues through, Sunday, April 4,  

8:30-9:30 am via Zoom (link will be in the weekly email sent out 

on Saturdays) , so this will be a great Lenten devotional study.  

Please let Hanne know if you would like to join us. You can pick 

up a free booklet with our weekly discussion questions at the table 

in the Commons. 

ADULT DEVOTIONS FOR LENT 

This Lenten devotional highlights 46 readings 

from the Gospel of Mark,                             

from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Each devotion 

is accompanied by a photo, a quote to ponder, 

a reflection, and a 

prayer. 

Copies are available 

in the Commons. A 

limited number of 

large print copies are 

also available. 

mailto:aimandbub@msn.com


 8 

 

February Baptism Birthdays 

Happy New Year.  
We received the wonderful notes of appreciation and support in the mail 
today! Absolutely made our day, week, month, and created a terrific kickoff 
to 2021.    
Peace,  
Tom  
Thomas (Tom) Powell  
Executive Director, Caroline Furnace 
Lutheran Camp & Retreat Center  
Tom@carolinefurnace.org 540-449-0013 https://www.carolinefurnace.org/  
   

Staying Connected 
 

If you are interested in reaching out to members of the congregation, there are 
updated paper copies of the church directory available. 
There are also notecards for you to take home and use. 
Located in the Commons. 
 

This can be a lonely time of year for many, especially 
those who are isolated and still not able to attend our in-
person church services.  
 

If you are thinking of someone, please call, email, or 
send a note. Your small act of kindness makes a big difference to someone!  

MORE MASKS FOR MEMBERS - REPLACEMENTS 

Since we’ve been wearing our masks for a while, some of them have become worn out. If 

you would like to have another homemade mask or two to wear, please let Beth know at 

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org. Please let her know if you prefer a mask with ties or one with 

“ear loops” or if you’d like to be added to Epiphany’s “mask makers” team. Know that 

there is no charge for the masks. We just want people to have them and to wear them.  

Be safe and healthy. 

mailto:heather@carolinefurnace.org
tel:(540)%20449-0013
mailto:heather@carolinefurnace.org
tel:(540)%20449-0013
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.carolinefurnace.org_&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=_BPTqRmQ-BRXgdEdRUGP8dFjaZltSLl2LRu4l8Z-NZ4&m=lsKEvEIvFIhWniXG_XxLTWoCFACdtbAXD2rFgkm20Yw&s=Em3_N69g7YmoMw97sx0S78EZHHlUkfei
mailto:bbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Youth Ministry 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and with 7th through 12th grade students.  Lil Youths is our 

group just for 5-6th grade students.  We give God thanks for all the Timothy Ministers (adult leaders), 

parents, and faithful adults who have helped us continue our ministry during these times.    

YOUTH NEWS: 
 
“NEW CREATION” 6-WEEK LENT STUDY 
Many EYG members have already submitted 
reflections on favorite scripture verses and we 
will use these reflections as our study guide for a 
6 week Bible study beginning on Sunday, 
February 21 and ending on Sunday, March 
28.We will meet on zoom from 1-2pm.  Look for 
an invitation and link in your email. 
 
TEXT TREE 
Our Epiphany Youth Group high school 
leadership team has decided that they want to 
create a "Text Tree" to keep in touch and send 
encouraging messages to each other.  Emily 
Dietrick will be gathering cell numbers for as 
many folks as would like to be included.  If you 
would like to be on the Text Tree you can send 
an email to Emily at emilyrdietrick@gmail.com 
or Pastor Joseph at 
epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com. 
 
T-SHIRTS 
Our brand new t-shirts have been ordered and are 
on their way!  Thank you to our Leadership 
team: Madeline Myers, JT Helberg, Will Burger, 
and Cole Domaleski for coming up with the 
scripture verse and to Ruth Baggs who has 
created the design for our brand new EYG t-
shirts!  
 
 

mailto:emilyrdietrick@gmail.com
mailto:epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com
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Nursery School News 

 
In January we learned about animals who live in the coldest regions of our 
world. While we don’t hope for quite that much cold, we would love a 
little snow this year. Since Richmond hasn’t had much snow in the past 
few winters, many of our students haven’t seen (or don’t remember) snow 
in their lifetime.  It would be great fun to crunch through the snow like a 
polar bear or slide down a snowy hill like a penguin! We’re keeping our 
fingers crossed!   
 

In February we will shift our focus to feelings. This month each class will learn about 
feelings in different ways. Some will notice what smiling or frowning faces look like and 
why someone might make these faces. Some will learn about appropriate ways to share 
our feelings and good feeling words to use. All of us will learn ways to be considerate of 
others’ feelings.  We will celebrate Valentine’s Day this month too with lots of fun art 
projects, cards for friends and family, and special classroom activities. 
 

As you may know, ELNS is overseen by its very own school board. The ELNS 
Board meets approximately five times per year to help steer the operations of 
this important ministry of our congregation. It is made up of members of 
Epiphany Lutheran Church and also includes parent representatives from the 
nursery school as well as Pastor Joseph, Debbie Sexton, and myself. Church 
members on the Board serve three year terms. We are looking for church 
members who might be interested in serving on the ELNS Board beginning 
with the 2021-2022 school year. No specific experience is required, just an 
interest in supporting this ministry and a willingness to share your time and 

talents in this way. If you think you might enjoy volunteering on the ELNS Board, please contact me for 
more information at elnsdirector@gmail.com.    
 
Happy Valentine’s Day from all of us at ELNS! 
Sincerely,  
Melinda Martin 
Program Director 

          

A small school with a big heart 

 

 
 

• Play-based curriculum to develop a love of learning in each child 

• Small classes w/educated, experienced, and caring teachers 

• A sense of community  - be part of the ELNS Family 

• Flexible schedule—you choose the days that work for your family 

• 8:45am—Noon; Additional options to extend days as early as 8am and as late as 3pm 

• More information including rates and application available online at 

www.epiphanyluthernnurseryschool.com 
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Community Service Ministry 

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday and 
third Wednesday of each month to the Community 
Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066. 
For additional information, call the pantry at         
565-8007. Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule and 
are not open on Wednesday or Friday. Please 
volunteer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am to Noon 
or as you are available. 
 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

    LAMB’s Basket February Collection of Food and Money  

Sunday, February 14th through Sunday, February 28th are the dates for our LAMB’s Basket Food Drive. As 
always, we encourage you to contribute throughout the year as the need is great.  
 

At this time, they are in need of  

Canned Pasta Sauce, Canned Meat, Canned Fruit,  
Mac and Cheese or  Velveeta Shells & Cheese, 16 oz. box of Spaghetti,  

Cereal, Peanut Butter, and Grape Jelly.  
They do NOT need canned vegetables. No glass containers please.  

How can you help? 
You are always welcome to bring collected food or a check (made out to “LAMB’s Basket”) to the church for 
us to distribute. Please leave your bag of food near the blue table in the Commons or a check in the Church 
Office Message Dropbox in the Commons/near the church office door.   

 
Because of COVID-19, there are 2 additional ways that you can 
participate without having to come in contact with anyone: 

1) You can order food online and have it delivered to the 
church: 

 Epiphany Lutheran Church 
 1400 Horsepen Rd. 
 Richmond, VA 23226 
 

2) You can make a check out to “LAMB’s Basket” and send it to our church office. 
      OR 
 You can send money through our online Cheddar Up Account –                                                              

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com and once on that page,                                            
click on LAMB’s Basket to send funds. 

 
Questions? Give Cheryl Hamm a call at (804) 399-7650 or email her at cherylhamm1906@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this much needed assistance to provide to those who are in need! 

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
mailto:cherylhamm1906@gmail.com
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UPCOMING IN MARCH: EASTER MEAL MINISTRY 
 

We are again this year partnering with enCircle (formerly Lutheran Family Services) and St. Joseph’s Villa 
for our Easter ministry. However, due to the pandemic, we will not be doing our usual baskets. There is a 
great need right now for these families to have food.   
 
In lieu of filling an Easter basket, we are asking that you provide a meal. A list of the requested items is being 

compiled and we will get that list to you next month.   

 
Monetary contributions (write Easter meals in the memo line) can be left in the Church Office Message 
Dropbox in the Commons/near the church office door or you can send money through our online Cheddar Up 
Account – https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com and once on that page, click on Easter Baskets to 
send funds. 

 
We will, also, have two Drive-Up Drop Off days as follows: 

Saturday, March 13 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 20 10:00 a.m. - Noon 

All food will need to be returned to church by Noon on Sunday, March 21. 
 
 
Our goal is to provide 100 families an Easter dinner.   
We appreciate all the support you give to this ministry each year.  
Any questions, please contact Eileen Johnson 513-3005 or Faye Coppage 
241-3420.  

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
MEETING ON ZOOM DURING PANDEMIC!!! 

 
Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those  

in need of God’s embrace. 
 

One of the most important part of our ministry is to offer our 
congregation the opportunity to request a Prayer Shawl for someone 
you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and 
Hanne can assist you with your need. 

 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak 
which envelopes the wearer both physically and spiritually, in prayer 
and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a commanded 
blessing, given by God. 

 

This month our group will meet on Zoom on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am, February 16. Please 
let us know if you would like to join us to share your tales through the Pandemic and just keeping us abreast 
of your daily life. It is so important for us to stay in touch though this episode in our lives. 

https://epiphanylutheranchurch.mycheddarup.com
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU . . . 

The current COVID-19 pandemic brings all kinds of problems and anxieties 
to each of us, and we sometimes struggle to find ways to cope and new ways 
to get things done. Epiphany’s STEPHEN MINISTERS are here for you. We 
are trained to provide Christian Caring to people who are hurting and  to 
people who are in need. A Stephen Minister will talk with you in complete 
confidence, will listen to your situation, and will pray with you and for you. A 

Stephen Minister will talk with you just one time if you prefer, but most of the time the talk will be for several 
weeks, over many months, for as long as you need someone to be with you. You are not alone—we are here 
for you. 
Please contact Pastor Martin or Ben Droste (ben9114@comcast.net or 741-3751) if you would like to learn 
more about Stephen Ministry helping you.  

Women’s Ministry 
The Clara Sullivan Circle has Zoom dates set up. Please call Eileen Johnson 
804-752-6140 or Bonita Wyatt 804-347-5357 for more information. 
 

Margaret Miller Circle will be meeting virtually Tuesday, February 9, at 11:00 am.         
If you're just wanting some fellowship, please join us. No need to be a member. All are 
welcome! You can contact Donna Josephson at dhjosephson11@gmail.com for the link. 
Hope to see some new faces. 
 

Katie Luther Circle will meet via Zoom on the evening of February 11. If you are 
interested in joining this circle or just sitting in on a meeting, please contact Tatter 
Hartmann at tatterh@hotmail.com or text to 804-338-3578 or call 804-741-0276. 

JANUARY'S BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS: 
Thanks to everyone who came out and donated blood last month.  

The American Red Cross was able to collect 25 Units   
which can save up to 75 Lives! 

 
 

OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE: 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 25! 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

mailto:ben9114@comcast.net
mailto:dhjosephson11@gmail.com
mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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MICAH 
Throughout Epiphany’s eight-year relationship with Southampton Elementary (SES), Mrs. Sheleta Crews 
has been its cheerleader as well as principal. Her positive and welcoming attitude sets an atmosphere for 
achievement.      
  

Raised in Boydton, Virginia, Mrs. Crews was the oldest of six siblings. While in 
high school she remembers fondly teaching Sunday school to her siblings and other 
children. Attending Virginia State University to study in education, she enjoyed 
working as an assistant teacher in a daycare center on campus. A future in education 
was shaping. Earning a B.S.in Elementary Education, she taught for ten years at the 
elementary level while furthering her learning and receiving a Master in 
Administration and Supervision. In 2005 Mrs. Crews began with Richmond Public 
Schools as assistant principal at Broad Rock and principal at Summer Hill Ruffin 
Road Elementary for two years when in 2012 she was named Principal Crews at 
Southampton.    
 

When asked what keeps her smiling each day, Principal Crews responds, “building relationships with 
students, staff and community as we all work together to reach our goal of student achievement.”  In late 
January Southampton celebrated FAMILY NIGHT from 5:30 to 6:30 for parents and students. A virtual 
event, students and their families could participate by registering and then choosing 15 interactive learning 
sessions taught by faculty. Always promoting reading, one of the courses was presented by the librarian, 
“A Crews to the library,” that announces weekly library visits. Also the students and parents learned 
about a program in March when all the students will receive a copy of E.B. White’s The Trumpet of the 
Swan. In succeeding weeks they will read and discuss the book. Promoting the act of reading is one of 
Mrs. Crew’s loves.   
 

A characteristic of Mrs. Crew’s is showing appreciation. Recently, she listed multiple ways MICAH has 
supported Southampton. Her list includes knit/donated clothes, Teacher Appreciation recognition, Tiger 
Store help/purchases, teacher assistants, school supplies, and work day in August. Top on her list was 
“providing students with books to build home libraries.”  She continues, “We are certainly thankful 
for all the support that has been demonstrated by MICAH.”  MICAH volunteers are happy to have 
Mrs. Crew’s at SES. 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 
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February 1951 – Page 6 of the February 1955 Examiner encouraged the Congregation to use the new 40 car 
parking area developed by the Property Committee.  Here is the article: 

 
Note: the reference to the Chapel was the Overland Estate. 

From the Archives 

Annual Reports 
Why do we do this? 

 

Every year the Annual Reports are compiled by Hanne to create a booklet for the year. (She does a great job 
in getting it organized and creating an index of what is there.) She next makes copies of the booklet and places 
them in the Narthex for anyone to take and read. 
 

Hanne gives 1 copy to the Archives to be scanned. Once scanned the file is stored 
on the Church’s network.  Now the fun part…every so often the Archives gets 
questions about how was the done, who started this, when did it start, etc. These 
Annual Reports are used to answer these questions. Also, people have even asked 
to see certain reports for special projects they may have an interest in. 
 

The important thing is the history is available and ready for viewing.  This can 
only be done if the Staff and the Ministry Teams turn-in an Annual Report.  
Please remember there is no format – write as if you were talking to someone is 
fine.  You will not be graded on your report – this I can assure you.  Hanne would 
like to have these reports by February 15, 2021.  (Need help writing – call me, 
John Hartmann, at 804-338-0276.) 
 



 16 

 

Members in Our Prayers 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  

pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  

jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  

kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,  

hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Faith Formation Ministries - 

Pastor Sarah Lang,  
slang@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  
dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 

Facilities Manager - Tod Mitchell 
tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org 

Technology Assistant Intern - Turner Barger 

tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Although our office is functioning on a reduced schedule 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be in the office 

during these listed times. 

Monday -Thursday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Pastor Phillip 

will be in the office. 

Pastor Joseph is available by appointment. 

Hanne will be in the office, Monday - Thursday, 9 am - 3 

pm and  Friday: 9:00 am - Noon.  

Beth is in the office, Monday - Thursday, 12Noon - 3 pm. 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
In-Person Worship Times during 

these unprecedented times: 
Sunday 10:00 am.  

Must sign up, please contact the 
church office. 

Come join us on YouTube or  
Facebook at 10:30 am.  

 

a congregation of the ELCA 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

