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Words from our Pastor
It has been almost two years since the congregation adopted its Vision 2020
strategy, a long-range plan which calls us to revamp and implement certain
ministries by the year 2020 and to integrate new objectives for all five of our
areas of congregational ministry (Worship, Service, Faith Formation,
Evangelical Outreach, and Stewardship).
I thought it would be helpful to revisit where we are with some of those
ministries and objectives before we begin another program year.
In 2016-2017 our congregation placed special emphasis on our objective in
worship: to glorify God through word and sacrament with faithful and
active participation from all people. To that end, we increased the frequency
with which we celebrate Holy Communion, we added a third Sunday worship
service (which is now discontinued), and we continued our commitment to
welcoming children in our worship, understanding that worship is at its fullest
when all God’s people are with us. We also recruited and trained new lay
worship assistants and committed ourselves to expanding that worship
leadership role.
In 2017-2018 we focused on our objective in community service, which is to cultivate Christ-like servants
who respond to God’s grace by loving our neighbors as ourselves. One of the biggest epiphanies for me
(ha!) was realizing that our congregation actually serves several different communities, not just one
community. Our ministries connect us to neighbors in several municipal areas and the city of Richmond. That
is, we may be a church in the West End, but we are not a West End church.
I give thanks for the ways you responded to this objective this year. Here are some statistics and figures from
the community service ministry team:
97 Easter baskets were delivered to area children, with approximately 100 volunteers involved in the
purchasing, delivery, and assembly of the baskets.
We provided 95 families in our communities with a Thanksgiving meal. Fifteen of those were through
Lutheran Family Services and 80 through Henrico Emergency Assistance to Reduce the Threat of
Homelessness. Around 30-35 Epiphany members took park in assembling the meals.

In April, ten Epiphany volunteers (youth and adults) participated in a Habitat for Humanity workday in
Hanover County. An additional six volunteers provided food for the workers.
We conducted three food drives for LAMB’s Basket, one of the food pantries we support, for a total of
2691 pounds of food and $1,465 in monetary contributions. About 20 Epiphany members volunteered
at LAMB’s Basket throughout that program year.
HHOPE (our on-site food pantry) helped a total of 23 families during the year. The size of those families is
anywhere from 1 to 9 people. 25 Epiphany volunteers participated in this ministry. Epiphany members
donated 1,716 pounds of food and $972.74 in monetary contributions.
Altogether we collected around 3 tons of food for the hungry last year, including donations
that came in through Vacation Bible School.
(Continued next page)
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Words from our Pastor, cont’d
About 136 Epiphany members took part in hosting our CARITAS guests in fall 2017.
In summer 2017 we collected 3,248 household items for ACTS (Area Congregations Together in Service),
a homeless prevention ministry. The drive for 2018 just finished as this newsletter was printed.
Epiphany provided meals for Liberation Veteran Services on October 31, January 30, May 29 and July 31.
Approximately 84 people were fed.
MICAH continued its relationship with Southamption Elementary School in Richmond: 25 volunteers
provided all kinds of assistance to teachers, staff and students. The congregation provided 350 school
supplies, 700 books, and 36 pairs of hand-knitted mittens for the students at the school.
The Epiphany Garden continued to expand and flourish, providing fourteen plots for both church members
and community friends.
I share these not to pat ourselves on the back, of course, or to prove our worth as a congregation. Statistics,
after all, are only one way to reflect a congregation’s commitment to cultivate Christ-like service. The ways in
which each of you walk the journey of faith by daily seeking out your neighbor and putting yourselves at his or
her feet are too numerous to count, and yet we believe the service we do as a congregation creates a culture
where this can be cultivated. You are salt of the earth! Do you have another service ministry idea for our
congregation? Can you set a goal within your family to participate in an additional service ministry this year?
As a new program year begins in September our focus will change to a new objective: faith formation.
However, our commitment to witness with joy through service will continue. The “Brighten Our Light”
campaign will also give us even greater opportunities to cultivate even more Christ-like servants who respond
to God’s grace by loving our neighbors as ourselves.
Yours in Christ’s service,

Pastor Phillip

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

Congregational Council Membership Update
In light of his move to
Florida, Ray Spletzer
offered his resignation from
our Congregational
Council. He was in the final
year of his three year term
of office. We thank Ray for
his many years of dedicated
service to our church,
including, most recently, as
a Council Member. As a
result of Ray’s resignation,
our Council appointed
Carol Mawyer to fill the
resulting vacancy in
accordance with our
Constitution. Please join us
in welcoming Carol to our Council and thanking her for accepting
this new service to our church.

Rob Burger ‘20 - Council President
Macon Sizemore ‘19 - Vice President
Jennifer Baker ‘21 - Council Secretary
Tim Sparks ‘19 - Treasurer
Council Members
Wayne Shimko ‘19
Carol Mawyer ‘19
Kyle Anderson ‘20
Leigh Dunavant ‘20
Greg Parker ‘21
Linda Reckenbeil ‘21
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Seminarian Updates: Ginny Banister and Daniel Hess
Well, it's been 5 months now that I have been doing my supervised ministry under
Pastor Lou Florio at Messiah Lutheran. My time will conclude at the end of August.
It's been a wonderful learning experience and has stretched me beyond my expectations
at times! Taking on the "role" of a "minister" has opened my eyes in many ways.
Preaching, teaching, being available for pastoral care and visiting homebound is quite a
job! I now have a new respect for all that Pastors do! Rewarding, yes, in many ways but
also challenging!
Messiah is a lovely and warm congregation. Much
smaller in size than Epiphany. Pastor Lou calls it a "low
church" meaning they have a more casual way of
worship. So there was a learning curve for me from that
stand point. I have gotten to know almost every member
at some level and have had the opportunity to have had
lunch or dinner with around 15 congregants. This has
allowed me to get to know them better and share faith
stories together at an intimate level.
Pastor Lou also has been mentoring me on the Augsburg Confessions and the
Large Catechism to prepare me for Endorsement this Fall. As well, I will
transition to United Lutheran / Gettysburg this fall and finish out my final year.
Then Internship in the fall of 2019.
My experience has been a gift and a blessing and has given me the affirmation
that I am exactly where I am meant to be.
I have missed my Epiphany family but wouldn't trade this for the world.
Messiah will forever hold a place in my heart.
Blessings to you all,
Ginny
Hello and peace be with you!
Sarah and I are thrilled to share with you the next steps of our seminary
journey! In July we moved to Rural Retreat, Virginia (about 1 hour south of
Blacksburg, VA) to start our internship year where we will have an
opportunity to experience parish life first hand by learning and growing
together along with our supervisor The Rev. Jonathan Hamman. The site we
have been assigned is currently formed by two parishes. Rural Retreat Parish
is made up of two churches, Grace and St. Paul and the Walker Mountain
Parish which is made up of three smaller churches Lebanon, St. Luke’s, and
Holy Advent. Sarah and I will be rotating throughout the year between the
five churches getting to preach several times a month, as well participate in
all pieces of parish ministry. Throughout the year we will be immersed into
all aspects of the small rural community and learn from one another what life
is like in Appalachia and how God is working there. Both Sarah and I have
appreciated all your continued love, care, and support throughout our
journey. We would not be able to take the next steps in our calling without all
your help. Please continue to keep us in your thoughts and prayers, as we
begin this next step in our calling to ministry. We hope to visit home
throughout the year and look forward to sharing our experiences of this new
adventure with you before we return to seminary in the fall of 2019 to finish
our seminary education. Thank you for being part of this journey with us!
Peace and blessings,
Daniel and Sarah Hess
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Finance Ministry

YTD through June, 2018, our receipts of $356,467 are ahead of budget by $3,924 and expenses of $352,509
are $3,825 less than budget. We have a favorable surplus of $3,958 which is $7,749 favorable to our
budgeted surplus of ($3,791).
Regular member giving is $344,925 which is ahead of budget by $3,297 and unfavorable to last year by 2%.
Total expenses year to date are $352,509 which is $3,825 below our budget due to several large items:
• Choir robes were budgeted for $6k but were acquired at a 50% discount resulting in $3k savings.
• Christian Ed & Youth favorable $5k due to timing of expenditures and will catch up.
• Admin favorable by $5k due primarily to Audit payment that should hit in 3rd quarter.
• Property unfavorable due to tree pruning $5k, natural gas higher than budget $2k and grounds
maintenance $1k. We expect Property to be close to budget by year end.

Altar Care
The Paraments color for the month of August continues to be green, over
half of the calendar year is green. This signifies the life of the church in the
Spirit and recalls the tree of life of Christ among us.
Servers for August:
Early Service: Jackie Collins and Peggy Roberts
Second Service: Jeanette Linka and Nancy Fouse
Youth are invited to help with cleanup which time goes toward service
points. See Peggy Roberts for scheduling.
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Music Ministry
Mark your calendars now for rehearsals!
While we are all vacationing, it is hard to believe that our return to rehearse and fellowship together will be here
soon. If you have been thinking about joining any of our ensembles, here is your opportunity to give it a go! Don’t
assume that there is no room for you or that others will do it. Come join us! More details on groups will be
provided next month.
Here are some starting dates for returning groups so you can mark your calendars now:
Chancel Choir (11:00 am) - Wednesday, September 5 - 7:15 pm.
Chancel Choir (8:30 am) – Sunday, September 9 - 8:00 am.
Epiphany Ringers – Sunday, September 9 - 10:00 am.
Singing Saints – Wednesday, September 12 - 6:30 pm.
Cherub Choir – Wednesday, September 12 - 6:30 pm.
Junior Handbells – Wednesday, September 12 - 7:00 pm.

Instrumentalists
Given the movement (graduating, moving away, needing a break, etc) of our many talented members, we like to
refresh our listing of those instrumentalists that we have who are willing to share their talents. If you play an
instrument of any kind and are willing to share your talent in worship, please email Kevin at
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org. This will help us make sure we include the greatest number of folks!

Association of Lutheran Church Musicians
Interested in learning more about the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians (ALCM)? Our Director of
Music Ministries is the President-Elect of this national professional organization for Lutheran church musicians.
Kevin was recently a part of a radio program
broadcast featuring ALCM.
The broadcast will air on KKHT – 100.7 in
Houston, Texas on Sunday evening, August 5.
The program will air at 6 pm central (7 pm eastern)
on KKHT 100.7 FM. The station has a website and
it is also on iheart radio. It will also be archived at
http://www.soundcloud.com under “Martin Luther
With Eyes of Faith”
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Building Team Update
The architect's team has provided revised plans
based on congregational and budget input. With a
final approved budget, some items have been
postponed such as parking lot expansion by the
garage. Other items have been downsized such as
outside landscaping. Still others may need
alternative ways to be accomplished such as the
elevator for the second floor.
The administration area was redesigned with a
larger meeting room that can be used by council as
well as other groups. There will also be additional
new meeting rooms in the revised plans. The current Christian Education office will now be moving to the
administration area, which means that area will now be available for an additional meeting room. The largest
room on the second floor of the school (the Upper Room) will now be divided into 2 spaces and a bathroom area.
The architect's team has met with Wayne Shimko and Turner Barger, our security and IT volunteers, to go over
fire and security systems and IT and AV systems for the new commons and administration area. With the
complete remodeling of the administration suite, Commons, Narthex and other spaces in the building, all of these
systems need to be looked at and upgraded to meet the future needs of the congregation. It is more cost effective
to do IT, security, and AV during construction. The fire alarm system will be installed to meet county codes.
We heard some concerns with the transition of the current chapel to a music space. Since the construction of this
space, it has seldom been used as a chapel. Rather, it was serving a need for meeting space. While this space will
take on the additional function of space for music ministry, if there are needs for that space to serve as a “chapel”
space, the design will be such to accommodate such transition for the limited times needed. Construction plans
include other spaces that can also be used for small funerals, weddings or gatherings.
As we move forward with the design, there will be other ministry teams the architect will need to meet with to
address their needs; i.e., the Memorial Garden Team.
The focus of all discussions in the building team meetings has always been to provide space for mission growth
while maximizing the use of existing space. We believe this transformation is the best and most efficient way to
meet that need.

Your Building Team is very excited as they continue to work through the summer with the Architect to continue
the process of updating and expanding our current facilities to meet our ongoing ministry needs and to prepare us
for future ministry.
Team members are Pastor Martin, team leader, Steve Collins, Karen Myers, Carole Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill
Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel McKean, Bryan Ozlin, Kristine Quann, and Paul Sweet.
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Faith Formation
In search of adult mentors for youth in confirmation…

A backbone of the confirmation ministry program at Epiphany is the regular
conversations our confirmands have with adult mentors. As we all know,
familiarity with Christian faith is developed and strengthened not simply through
classes or lectures or the reading of books.

Those things can help, but faith is always primarily about building
relationships—a relationship with the God who comes near to us in Jesus and the
relationships we have with other members of the body of Christ. The counsel,
friendship, and listening ear that adult mentors can offer our young people in
confirmation become valuable ways in which those relationships are fostered. In
fact, studies in youth ministry repeatedly indicate that one of the most influential
factors in keeping a youth active in the life of faith as they make the transition to
adulthood is ongoing, meaningful connections with five or more adults in that
community of faith.
When an adult volunteers his or her time to make this kind of investment, they are helping form a new
generation of Christ-followers. However, the mentor relationship is not a one-way street! The mentor’s own
faith and relationship to the church is also blessed and nurtured through this ministry.
This fall we will be welcoming 9 ninth-graders into our confirmation ministry, which means we are in need of
eight adults (6 men, 3 women) to serve as confirmation mentors. Can you help? The commitment will be a
total of two years, over which time you will engage a student (the same student each time) in twelve 30-minute
conversations. Orientation and a conversation guide booklet are provided. Please prayerfully consider being an
integral part in accompanying a young person in the journey of faith.
Please watch for a sign-up in the Commons later this month.

“When Words Fail” - Alzheimer’s Support Group 2018 Update
After the Reverend Kathy Berry’s Sunday sessions last fall, many people wanted more, including additional
information and the creation of a support group for interested Church members. While I was not here to attend
those sessions, I did lose my mother to Alzheimer’s in 2011 after an eleven year “long goodbye” and I am
supportive of all efforts to discover a cure for this meanest of diseases and to soften its impact on a growing
number of families.
Please join us for the following four Sunday
sessions from 9:45 to 10:45 am on Sundays,
October 14, 21, 28 and November 4, led by Tina
Thomas, the Richmond Chapter’s Director of
Programs and Services, to further discuss
Alzheimer’s Disease and how it and other chronic
long term illnesses affect patients, care givers and
families as well as support available from the
Alzheimer’s Association.
Based on what I hope will be great interest, our
plan is to continue with a six month trial of an
Alzheimer’s Support Group that I have
volunteered to facilitate. Our anticipation is that
this group will be very popular and extend beyond our trial.
Please call, text (757.615.4309) or email (sfrhodes13@gmail.com) with any and all questions.
Peace, Steve Rhodes
7

Faith Formation
Epiphany will launch small group ministry
(“Seedling groups”)
in September.
Why are we launching small group ministry?
We are forming them to provide opportunities for fellowship and
spiritual growth among members of our congregation.
When will they start?
We will conduct sign-ups in August and early September and then start
them a couple of weeks after Rally Day (Rally Day is September 9).
They will run for 10 weeks in the fall, ending before Christmas. Another
round will begin after the new year and continue through the spring,
ending before Easter.
Who are the small groups for?
Anyone at Epiphany can be in a small group! Some groups will be
formed for couples. Other groups will be for individuals. Some groups may be single-gender and others will be
mixed. We hope to provide a variety of different small group formats so that everyone will be able to find one
they are comfortable with. Groups will range from 6-10 members (or 4-5 couples). Every group will have a
leader who will organize and help run the meetings.
How often will each small group meet?
That will mainly be up to each group leader. We are hoping that they will meet at least twice a month (once
every two weeks). Some groups may meet weekly.
What will happen in the small groups?
These will be sermon-based small groups. All the discussion will be based on one of the pastors’ sermons from
the previous weeks along with the Scripture lessons those sermons use as their foundation. All sermons are
downloadable from the website in both audio and print versions so people who miss worship can easily access
what was preached. No special study or reading is necessary! Group reflection questions will also be posted on
the website each week. Meetings will be about an hour and a half long and will include time for fellowship,
checking in, discussing the reflection questions, and prayer.
What if I’m already in a kind of “small group”?
Good question. Several of our ministry groups already function as small group ministry. Mom’s Bible Study,
Stephen Ministry, and the Men’s lunch groups come to mind. We don’t intend these new small groups to
detract from ministry in other areas. The Mom’s Bible study (Thursdays at 9:30am) has already decided to use
our sermon-based study in the fall as their curriculum. Other groups may decide to do the same. However, we
encourage anyone to consider signing up for a new group. These groups are ideal for anyone wanting to grow
in their faith and desiring to form deeper relationships with others in the congregation.
We have set a goal to have 80 people throughout the congregation involved in this ministry (not counting the
existing “small groups” I just mentioned, which is approximately 20% of our worship attendance. We think we
can do it! Watch for the sign-up sheets in the Commons in September.
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Faith Formation
**IMPORTANT NEWS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING TEAMS**
Please Read!
New Background Screening Required After August 1!
Over the course of the last year, the Faith Formation Team met and consulted with the Safety Team, the pastors
and staff and other ministries in our Synod and developed a Background Screening Policy for implementation
here at Epiphany in order to provide a safe and healthy environment for our youth and children to explore and
develop their faith. On March 13, 2018 our Church
Congregational Council approved a policy which is
effective August 1, 2018 and pertains to all registered
Adult Volunteers for any of our programs for
Children and Youth such as our Sunday School
Teachers, VBS Volunteers and Timothy Ministers.
Copies of the policy are available in the Church
Office and on the church website at epiphanyelca.org/
learn.
All Adult Sunday School Teaching Team Members and Substitutes must complete a Background Screening with
Epiphany Lutheran Church before participating in a classroom.

Mandatory Teaching Team Training
August 19 and September 2
9:45 am, Sala Chapel
Also new this year: All members of Sunday School
Teaching Teams and registered Substitutes are required
to attend a training session during which members of the
Safety Team will be conducting training on our Sunday School Evacuation Plan, Attendance Procedures, and “Go
Bags.” If you cannot make one of these training sessions, please contact Cheryl Baggs,
cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org, to schedule an alternate training time.

Children and Youth Sunday School Teaching Team Members Needed
Sunday morning Faith Formation programs run smoothly with Teaching Teams for our classes, Birth—High
School. Ideally, a Teaching Team is made up of four people, two lead teachers and two helpers to allow
volunteers to serve with flexibility and not require them to be here every Sunday. Teaching Teams work out their
own schedule as to who teaches/helps when. We always need to have at least two adults in each class every week
and there is a Substitute List available for additional classroom coverage.
Lead Teachers are responsible for planning and teaching the lessons. The curriculum is provided for each class
and the teachers help make sure that the goals and objectives are met.
Helpers act as an assistant to the lead teacher by helping children participate, assisting with parts of the lesson,
and gathering supplies as needed.
Register on the church website at epiphanyelca.org/learn or email Cheryl, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org.
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Faith Formation
Backpack & Briefcase Blessing
Sunday, September 2, 2018
It’s almost time to head Back to School! As you are making sure you have all
your supplies, books, and schedules ready to go for the fall, take some time to
join us on Sunday, September 2 to celebrate and bless the beginning of
another school year and new opportunities to grow and learn.
Everyone is invited! Students and adults alike can bring their backpacks,
laptop bags, lunch boxes or briefcases to worship either at 8:30 or 10:30 am.
We will celebrate and honor all who return to school or the fall work
schedule.

Rally Day is Sunday, September 9, 2018!!
Join us for our annual Sunday School Kick Off Celebration in the Sanctuary at
9:45 am as we kick off another great Sunday School year! Come meet your 201819 Sunday School Teaching Teams and connect with friends! Then, plan to join
us after the 11:00 service for our Annual Rally Day Congregational Picnic.
We hope everyone will join in on the fun!

After Rally Day, Sunday School begins at 9:45 am Sunday
Mornings through May 19, 2019.

2018-19 Sunday School Service Projects will focus on Local Schools!
This year the majority of our Sunday School Service Projects will be focused on ways that we can support
schools with significant need in our community. Many local families struggle to provide children with basic
school supplies, appropriate clothing, etc… and we believe our Sunday School families can help! Let’s start
with School Supplies…..

ROCK!

PAPER!

SCISSORS!

GLUE?!?

Let’s kick off our Sunday School Service Projects with a good old game of “Rock! Paper! Scissors!” but let’s
“Glue” it all together. Let’s see who wins in our ultimate game to benefit Local Schools! Collection bins are
located in the Commons by the Faith Formation Bulletin Board!
August 5: Graphite Rocks cut as Pencils!
August 12: Paper bound as Composition Notebooks!
August 19: Scissors, especially the kid friendly versions!
August 26: Glue sticks are the best!
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Summer Faith Formation
LEGO VBS continues through August
Building Faith Brick by Brick
Join us for a different VBS experience as we explore stories of the
Bible and come together for family fellowship! This sensory
friendly VBS combines Legos, Learning and Love!
Bring your dinner and join us for activities at 6:00 pm in Sala
Chapel.
Lessons are independent so it’s never too late to start building
with us. Interested in building with us?!?
Sign up at http://epiphanyelca.org/learn/children
Want more information? Contact Cheryl Baggs,
cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org

Vacation Bible School—Rolling River Rampage
Epiphany’s Rolling River Rampage was RIVERTASTIC! We had an incredible ride with 145 VBS Students and
over 75 Adult and Youth Volunteers! Our river journey taught us to Find Adventure, Acceptance, Joy, Rest and
Peace as we Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God!
Through crafts, songs, games, music,
science and snacks, we had so much fun
learning about Jesus interacting with people
he met and how the encounters changed
their lives. And this year we encountered
many new and familiar faces on our river
journey with participants ranging from 15
months to 95 years old!
Rafting on the River can make one quite hungry, so each day we collected a
specified food item for our “Grubmaster” to feed to hungry rafters! We
collected 762 pounds of dry cereal, peanut butter, canned tomatoes, canned
fruits, canned vegetables, canned meat, and macaroni and cheese! The food has
been distributed to HHOPE and LAMB’s Basket.
There are not enough ways to say “Thank You!” to all the amazing volunteers,
adults and youth, who made this an incredible faith-filled week as we immersed
ourselves in the waters of God’s love. Thank you for the many hours you spent
preparing and leading our children. Our VBS Rolling River Rampage Directing
Team spent countless hours planning and preparing for a fun, safe, successful
week—thank you Kristy Anderson, Annette Bates, Karen Myers and Casey Stapleton! Thank you to everyone in
our Congregation! Whether you decorated, donated supplies, let us use your camping equipment or kept us in
your prayers throughout the week, we could not do this without you!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
And….we are already looking forward to VBS 2019:
To Mars and Beyond: Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You!
Dates to be announced pending Brighten Our Light construction plans!
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More Pictures from VBS!

Thank you to everyone who joined us for Thursday’s Rolling River Celebration
and Fellowship Dinner!
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Youth Ministry

Thank you to Epiphany for supporting the youth attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston,
Texas! A special thanks to the Burger Family, Beth Barger, and Cheryl Baggs for working behind the
scenes, Mark Schuetze, Jane Lanham, Taylor Williamson and Pastor Joseph for serving as adult leaders,
parents for support and driving us to the airport, and the congregation of Epiphany for generous financial
support, love, and prayer. We give God thanks that the love of Jesus changes everything!

Above: (L to R) Dropping off books for children in Houston, at Monroe Park for our Service Day, seeing the
sights. Below: Catching up with Timothy Schenk in the Interactive Center, worship and Holy Communion with
our Synod friends, and sharing the love!
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Youth Ministry
ATTENTION PARENTS — Our new year of Youth Ministry will kick off on Rally Day, September 9!
The purpose of youth ministry at Epiphany is for children and youth to
have an encounter with the God made known in Jesus Christ through
fellowship, Bible study, and service. All of our games, activities, and
trips are for the purpose of building friendships in Christ and all youth
events and gatherings are open to guests, friends, and parents.
In our communication you may see “EYG,” which abbreviates
Epiphany Youth Group and is our ministry to and with 7-12th grade
youth, and “Lil Youths,” which is our ministry to and with 5-6th grade
youth. If you have a child in one of these age groups and are not
already receiving emails and communications from us, please email
Pastor Joseph to be added to our distribution list:
epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com
DRIVERS NEEDED — College Students from University of Richmond and Virginia Commonwealth
University will soon be back on campus! We are a congregation-based
campus ministry site, which means we invite college students to
participate in all aspects of our ministry and invite students to call
Epiphany “home” during their time in Richmond. We are looking for a
few people or families who would be able to give students a ride to and/
or from campus to join our community. If you are able to help, please
contact Pastor Joseph in the church office or by email:
pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org

August Baptism Birthdays
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Safety Team
Safety Team Programs and Plans
In the last Examiner article, we announced two major initiatives: the Shepherd Program and the August Fire
Drill. I would like to take this opportunity to expand upon these initiatives and provide more details.
SUNDAY SHEPHERD PROGRAM: A new ministry team will
be created in order to assist and lead the congregation in the event
of an emergency. Two “Sunday Shepherds” will patrol the
grounds of the church during each service and during the Sunday
School hours. These individuals will be volunteers from the
congregation and will be provided training on the church’s
emergency procedures. Their primary focus is to serve the
congregation in the event of an emergency and to keep the flock
safe.
MEDICAL SHEPHERD PROGRAM: Epiphany is blessed with
many members who are medical professionals or emergency first
responders. We will be looking for volunteers from this group to
act as a “Medical Shepherds” who will validate their attendance at
a given service and be available to assist in the event of a medical
emergency.
FIRE DRILL DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST: Epiphany will be holding its first ever Fire Drill! The
drill will be held at both services on the same day in August and the alarm will sound immediately after the
dismissal. A temple talk will be given on the selected day to alert the congregation that it will be taking place
and to provide evacuation procedures. As with a real emergency, we are asking that members of the
congregation proceed to evacuation points and wait to be given the “all clear” before returning to their
vehicles.
We are very excited at these initiatives and how it will help Epiphany prepare for emergencies that may arise
on any given Sunday. We thank the congregation in advance for their participation in the drill and also for
those who volunteer for the various programs.
Yours in Christ,

Brendan Paget, brendan@thepagets.com
Epiphany’s Safety Team & Shepherds Lead
Other members of the team: Annette Bates, Bobby Mawyer, Frank Bark, Jim Yucha, Joe Barnes, John Darnes,
Larry Czarnowski, Lyle Gleason, Sue Czarnowski, Wayne Shimko
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Fellowship Ministry
Summer Social on the Lawn
Join us for our final Summer Social on the Lawn
Sunday, August 26, from 9:30-10 am and/or 11:30 am to Noon
for drinks, refreshments and fellowship.

Men’s Basketball

Join us Tuesday, August 7, in Price Hall (the gym) for full court play from 7:30 to 9 pm.
Bring two shirts, one light and one dark colored, which helps distinguish teams during play.
We play the first Tuesday of each month.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This month our group will meet in the parlor on the fourth Tuesday of the
month in the parlor at 11:00 am, September 25. There is always room for at
least 1 or 2 more so please don't hesitate to attend. Lessons will also be
offered. We would love to teach the youth of our church to knit or crochet.
If you would like to learn this art, please either call me or attend our
meeting. If you would like to work from home and not attend our meetings,
we would love to count you as one of our members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care
about: those with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; those
who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; graduate; newlyweds; to name a few.
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to request a Prayer
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist
you with your need.

All Circles will start up again in September!
The Margaret Miller Circle Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Jackie Collins,
with any questions.
The Clara Sullivan Circle Questions? Call Eileen Johnson 752-6140.
New members and guests are always welcome.
The Katie Luther Circle If you are interested in joining our evening circle, please contact Tatter Hartmann at
804-841-0276 or tatterh@hotmail.com
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Stephen Ministry
A New Stephen Leader

This month, Ben Droste will spend a week in Pittsburgh in Stephen Ministry
Leadership Training. He will be commissioned shortly after his return to join
Debbie Pellmann as a Stephen Leader at Epiphany.
Ben has been a member of Epiphany since 1985. For over thirty years hew has
served as an usher and a lay assistant. Through the years he has served on Church
Council, taught Sunday School classes, and chaired the Memorial Columbarium
fundraising and construction projects. More recently he has served as Team Leader
for the Columbarium Ministry. His becoming a Stephen Minister two year ago was
just his most recent contribution to Epiphany. (However, at no time has he
participated in Epiphany basketball!)
Ben was commissioned as a Stephen Minister in 2016. Later that year he was
asked for some comments regarding Stephen Ministry. This was his response: “Stephen Ministry is about
caring for another person in the mane of Christ. Through listening and prayer, the Stephen Minister provides
confidential Christ-centered care to the individual who is hurting from a difficult issue in his life and allows
God to hear the person, My own personal faith has been strengthened by this ministry as I learn and share thee
process with the care receiver. Most certainly, everyone benefits from an enhanced relationship with God.”
There is no doubt that Ben’s care receiver benefitted from his care and Christian witness. Nor is there any
question that his fellow Stephen Ministers have gained from his insightful observations, creative devotionals
and witness to Christ. The excellence he has demonstrated as a Stephen Minister will surely accompany him in
the days to come. We are thankful that he has chosen to answer the calling to become a Stephen Leader.
Debbie Pellmann and Mike Horacek
Stephen Leaders

Epiphany Blood Drives
Many thanks to all who donated blood at our July
drive. Sixteen individuals were registered and 18 units were
collected including the all important and always
needed platelets component. Truly we are blessed to have a
large group of individuals supporting this life saving mission.
If you didn't have the opportunity to donate in July, or even if
you did, the next blood drive will be held September 30. If you
have the chance to donate at Virginia Blood Services, don't
forget to give their staff the Epiphany code #5647
Any questions regarding eligibility, contact Carl Erickson cferickson@gmail.com or 804 873 5163.
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Thank You
We can’t believe that as of this writing we have been gone for a month. It
took 3 weeks for our furniture to arrive but during that time we stayed with
our daughter and came to our new residence every day for meals and to
meet people. So we are really getting settled and are happy here. But
missing each and everyone of you is really difficult. We pray for our
friends in pain. Thank you all for our wonderful years with the Epiphany
family. We will see you at the dedication of the new building.
Ray and Leanne Spletzer
We just wanted to say a big thank you for the camp scholarships! The boys
really enjoyed their time at Camp Caroline! And one of their favorites
counselors Chris- was one of Epiphany’s own!
Lisa and John Scheid
JT and Mitchell

Thank you for your generous donations
to ACTS, a homeless prevention
ministry.
We will tally the donations and share the
results in next month’s newsletter.
CALLING ALL COLLEGE ADDRESSES!!!
The church office needs updated mailing addresses for all of our college/university students. If you are at college/
university or have a child at college/university this fall, please send updated
mailing info to churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org or drop it by the church office
when you come to worship on a Sunday.
Thank you!!
****And please let us know if you were involved in one of our “rotating schedule”
ministries such as Communion Assistants, Ushers, Crucifers etc. The team leads will need to know so as to not
schedule you during your time away.
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
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Community Service Ministry
"CARITAS helps our most vulnerable neighbors break the cycles of
addiction and homelessness to reclaim their dignity." You can find more info
here: www.caritasva.org/about-us/our-mission/ We call upon the
congregation to welcome our CARITAS guests from September 22 to
29th.
Again, Epiphany will welcome 32 women for which we will need over 125 members of our church to help
provide them with a warm place to sleep, a place to rest, eat, shower, and even just a warm smile. We will
have many jobs where members can volunteer including cooking and or serving dinner, making 8 lunches,
laundering towels, playing music or sharing any other gift you have to offer.
This ministry is only successful with the good work of this congregation. Please prayerfully consider serving
during this week. Most of the jobs just require a couple of hours of service. If this is your first time working
we will make sure you have a buddy or guidance. It is a great way to meet others in our congregation and for
high schoolers to earn their community service hours. Many ministry teams have enjoyed working together
while serving one of the dinners – we hope they will sign up again this year.
Sign-up sheets will be available at the end of August. PLEASE GET INVOLVED
Call Kim Johnson with questions at 282-1603 or email at jkecjohnson@gmail.com
"At CARITAS we believe the key to halting the spread of homelessness is to bring those who can help face-toface with those who are in need of help. We invite people from the street and transport them to local
congregations to be sheltered, fed, and loved by people who are blessed to have a home. We also provide case
management support to help clients find housing, give furnishings once housed, and help a few find
employment."

LAMB’s Basket
Epiphany members collected 540 pounds of food and donated $648.00 to The LAMB’s Basket during our
June Food Drive. Thanks to all of you who made this one of our BEST collections ever! And, just a reminder,
food and monetary donations can be brought in at any time of the year, regardless of whether there is a food
drive or not. Your continued support for this much needed community organization is greatly appreciated.

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282.6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. Inclement
weather? Check channel 8 for closings, or if
Henrico schools are closed, then LAMB’s Basket is
closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are available on the Community
Service bulletin board for those under 18.

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, August 10, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday, August 15, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
Quarterly Newsletter can be found at:
www.lambsbasket.org
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Community Service Ministry
MICAH
August is here and so is the preparation for Southampton’s opening for their 2018-19 school year.
For the last two years, Epiphany has had a “workday” at SES (Southampton Elementary School)
to help Principal Crews get ready for opening day. She looks forward to our helping this month
on August 20th. Those who helped other years have said it was actually fun. Most of the
workload can be done while seated. The younger volunteers were quite successful with the hall
decoration duty. Work begins at 9 am, and continues until the tasks are done (usually by noon).
Any amount of time offered is welcomed. YOU ARE INVITED! Please sign the MICAH sheet at the
Welcome Desk if you are interested in participating.
WHAT? Workday at Southampton
WHEN? August 14th; 9 am (or whenever you can come)
WHERE? Southampton Elementary School, 3333 Cheverly Rd, Richmond, 23225

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday (September 9)
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. On Sunday, September 9,
the nearly 10,000 congregations of this church gather to serve communities in ways that share the love of God
with all of God’s people.
This year, Epiphany’s project will support The McShin Foundation, Virginia’s leading Peer to Peer
Recovery Community Organization. They have been remarkably effective with the method of Peer to Peer
Recovery Support Services (PPRSS) which employs individuals with a Substance Use Disorder (SUD) to
educate, mentor, and spread the message of recovery to individuals new to recovery.
For more information, please visit their website. www.mcshin.org
In mid-August, we will begin collecting index cards, toilet paper, tissues, dish detergent and monetary
donations that will go directly to The McShin Foundation to cover the cost of an individual with SUD while
they are on their journey to a healthier life. Any amount is appreciated. Staying in a recovery house ($20/day
or $540/month), groceries ($60/week), and housing & linkage to detox services ($1,165). Checks can be
made payable to “Epiphany” with “McShin” on the memo line.

Using mostly Thrivent Action Team funds to purchase supplies, we will assemble the requested 40 toiletry
bags in Price Hall on Rally Day, September 9. These will be for new participants with a Substance Use
Disorder who arrive without the means to purchase these necessary supplies.
We hope to honor the memory of Brenna and Katie who lost their battles with SUD, and since September is
National Recovery Month, we’d like to spread awareness of
The McShin Foundation's presence in our community.
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Nursery School News
Hello from the Nursery School!
I hope is enjoying their summer. The nursery
school had a successful two weeks of camp in
late May and early June and we enjoyed our
“Sleeping Under the Stars” week and
“Nocturnal Animals” theme.
As we get closer to the school year many of
you may be thinking about sending your little
ones to preschool for the first time. We do still
have a few openings in most of our classrooms.
Please feel free to contact me via email or phone to talk about ELNS or to schedule a tour. I also have summer
office hours ever Wednesday from 9 am to 12 pm for you to drop in without a prescheduled appointment. You
can also get a lot of great information about our program at http://epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com.
If your children have already graced the hallways of ELNS or you would like to support the school in other
ways, we an eligible organization on the AmazonSmile website. If you shop through Amazon, you can also
shop through www.amazonsmile.com and chose an organization that will benefit from your purchases.
Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School is now listed as one of those organizations. Once you chose us once, we
should be your default organization anytime you go back to amazonsmile.com to shop. We will receive a
percentage of any qualifying sale you make from their website.
If you need to reach me, you can email at elnsdirector@gmail.com or call at 804-282-7506.
Sincerely,
Jessica Hendricks, Director ELNS

Members in Our Prayers
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RESOLUTION TO SELL GRACE HOUSE
At a called meeting of the congregation on July 29, 2018, the congregation approved by voice vote the
following resolution. The process of selling Grace House will begin this fall. We have already received
assistance from a certified realtor in order to arrive at an appropriate selling price for the property.
WHEREAS the real property and improvements located at 7109 West Grace Street, Richmond, Virginia 23226
(the “Grace House”), was purchased by Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church of Richmond, Virginia
(“Epiphany”), in 2014, for a sales price of $199,000.00;
WHEREAS Epiphany maintains a mortgage on Grace House (the “Mortgage”) with an unpaid principal debt
of $135,152.95 and incurs monthly payments on the Mortgage in the amount of $767.00 as of the May 21,
2018 mortgage statement;
WHEREAS Grace House is zoned residential and has been vacant since on or about July 2016; and
WHEREAS the Congregational Council of Epiphany has determined that the highest and best use of Grace
House is to sell Grace House and deposit the net proceeds of the sale, after full satisfaction of the Mortgage
and any costs and expenses of the sale, to the “Brighten Our Light” building fund account, which was
established at a legally called special meeting of the congregation of Epiphany on September 24, 2017 (the
“Brighten Our Light Account”);
NOW, THEREFORE, AT A LEGALLY CALLED SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION OF
EPIPHANY, WE HEREBY RESOLVE THAT:
1.
The Congregational Council of Epiphany shall hereby have the authority to authorize the Trustees of
Epiphany to sell Grace House and is hereby specifically authorized to do so pursuant to Section C12.04(b) of
the Epiphany Constitution, and, pursuant to that authority, is hereby authorized and directed to take such action
as it deems necessary and proper to list Grace House for sale and to negotiate the sale of Grace House for a
price no less than $199,000.00;
2.
The duly elected Trustees of Epiphany are hereby authorized and directed to take such action and
execute all documents necessary and proper to effect the sale of and the related transfer of title to Grace House,
for a price no less than $199,000.00, as may be authorized by the Congregational Council of Epiphany; and
3.

The Mortgage and any costs and expenses of the sale of Grace House shall be fully satisfied from the
proceeds of such sale, and that the Congregational Council of Epiphany is hereby authorized and directed
to deposit the net proceeds of such sale to the Brighten Our Light Account.

The discussion at the meeting was good and helpful, and several insightful questions were raised. If you
missed the meeting or if for any reason you have additional questions or concerns about this decision, you
are welcome to contact Pastor Phillip (pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org) or Council President Rob Burger
(rhburger@yahoo.com)
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The Case of The Missing Flag
For some time, there was an American Flag in the Upper Room. It has some
significance to our Church because it was the flag used by the Boy Scouts of
Troop 780. When the Troop closed, it was left to the Church. It has been used in
the past for memorial and funeral services upon the request of the family.
It has now been missing for several months and no one knows what happened to
it. If you know where the flag is, please let John Hartmann (804-741-0276/804338-0265) or Barry Westin (804-263-3885) know so that it can be stored in the
Archives.
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26
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Summer Social on the Lawn,
meet at the cross
10:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
11:30 am Summer Social on the
Lawn, meet at the cross

19
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
10:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion

12
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
10:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion

8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Blood Pressure Readings,
Parlor
10:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion

5

Sunday

5:30 pm LEGO VBS,
Chapel

27

7:00 pm Safety Team
Mtg, Parlor

20
5:30 pm LEGO VBS,
Chapel

7 pm Stephen Ministry
Mtg, Star Lodge

13
5:30 pm LEGO VBS,
Chapel

6 pm ELNS Board Mtg,
Chapel

6
5:30 pm LEGO VBS,
Chapel

Monday

21
11:30 am Men’s
Lunch, Nick’s Roman
Terrace
11:00 am Prayer
Shawl Ministry Mtg,
Parlor
7:00 pm Community
Service Mtg, Chapel
28
10 am Quilters

7:00 pm Council
Mtg,
Chapel

14
11:30 am Men’s
“Manna” Lunch,
Grapevine

7:00 pm HHOPE
Ministry Team Mtg,
Chapel
7:30 pm Men’s Basketball, Price Hall

7

Tuesday

29
10 am Archives, Narthex

22
10 am Archives, Narthex
2:00 pm Consecration Sunday Planning Team Mtg, Parlor

15
9:30 – 1 pm LAMB’s Basket
10 am Archives, Narthex

8
10 am Archives, Narthex

1
10 am Archives, Narthex

Wednesday

August 2018
Thursday

30

23

16
11:30 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace

9

2

Friday

31

24
6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

17

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

10
9:30 – 1 pm LAMB’s
Basket

3

Saturday

10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution, Narthex

25
9 am-Noon Quilters, Price Hall

18

10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution, Narthex

11

4
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Richmond, VA 23226
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a congregation of the ELCA

Worship Times
Through Labor Day Weekend,
September 2,
we will have our summer worship
schedule as follows:
Worship times - 8:30 am and
10:30 am

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca
FROM THE ARCHIVES
August 10, 1961 - Church Council approved a motion from Julian A. Bryant that the Church hold two services
- one at 8:30 am and one at 11:00 am - beginning October 1961. "The motion was seconded and duly
approved. It was further agreed by Council that the same services will be used for both the early and late
services."

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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