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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy 

August 2017 

Over this past program year we have given special emphasis to the 
objective of our worship as developed by our Long Range Plan. That 
objective, based on Psalm 95, is “to glorify God through word and 
sacrament with faithful and active participation from all people.” In 
this newsletter, I have attempted to focus on each component of that 
objective. For example, what does it mean to glorify God in our worship? 
What are the benefits to us of Word and Sacrament? What kinds of things 
does “faithful and active participation” entail? Who do we mean by “all 
people”? Each part of this objective has been helpful for me in terms of 
remembering why the Spirit gathers us for worship each week and what 
we do at that gathering. Maybe it’s been helpful for you, too. 
 

As a part of our emphasis on worship this year Pastor Joseph and I met in 
late May with all people interested in serving as communion assistants 
and Scripture readers. We were so pleased with the turnout. Many new 
people showed up, participated in the orientation, shared ideas and thoughts, and committed themselves to 
being placed into service rotation. One conversation I had with a person at that meeting was particularly 
enlightening. She shared with me that she lives in King William County! That means we have someone who 
regularly travels from two counties away to help serve you and me the Lord’s Supper. And this person didn’t 
even grow up Lutheran! She joined our congregation from another denomination.  
 

Over the past year it has become increasingly apparent that “all people” for Epiphany means people from a 
wide geographical area. Although we are located in the West End, we are not really a West End congregation. 
As I mentioned in a recent sermon, people travel on a regular basis to worship with us each Sunday from the 
city of Richmond and eight counties: Henrico, Hanover, Chesterfield, Goochland, Powhatan, New Kent, 
Caroline…and now apparently King William. The map that the Evangelism Team posted in the Commons 
highlights how spread out we are. There is nothing more special about people who live farther away from 
Epiphany, but it is a sign that we are walking the journey of faith with people in dozens of neighborhoods and 
contexts.  
 

This realization has been very helpful for me in terms of understanding who Epiphany is as a congregation, as 
well as who God may be calling us to be. There are special challenges for congregations that intentionally 
serve a wide metropolitan area. For one, we aren’t really a “neighborhood church” for most who attend 
worship. Members don’t bump into one another during the week very often. We must ask: what kinds of 
things can we do to foster a sense of common purpose among such a broad membership? How do our building 
spaces need to be expanded and renovated to allow people to meet, form relationships, and reach out to the 
community even more? How can we respond God’s call and think of ourselves as a large congregation with 
programs which link people in ministry from as far apart as Manakin-Sabot and Quinton? And Doswell and 
Powhatan? And as different as the Fan and Short Pump? 
 

“For the Lord is our God and we are the people of the Lord’s pasture, the flock under the Lord’s 
care.” (Psalm 95). As Epiphany enters a new chapter of ministry in our Long Range Plan, may the Holy Spirit 
expand our own view of who we already are so that we can continue to worship the Christ and witness with 
joy in the greater Richmond pasture.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
Phillip Martin 
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In search of adult mentors for youth in confirmation… 
 

A backbone of the confirmation ministry program at Epiphany is the regular 
conversations our confirmands have with adult mentors. As we all know, familiarity 
with Christian faith is developed and strengthened not simply through classes or 
lectures or the reading of books.  
Those things can help, but faith is always primarily about building relationships—a 
relationship with the God who comes near to us in Jesus and the relationships we have 
with other members of the body of Christ. The counsel, friendship, and listening ear 
that adult mentors can offer our young people in confirmation become valuable ways 
in which those relationships are fostered. In fact, studies in youth ministry repeatedly 
indicate that one of the most influential factors in keeping a youth active in the life of 
faith as they make the transition to adulthood is ongoing, meaningful connections with 
five or more adults in that community of faith.  
When an adult volunteers his or her time to make this kind of investment, they are helping form a new 
generation of Christ-followers. However, the mentor relationship is not a one-way street! The mentor’s own 
faith and relationship to the church is also blessed and nurtured through this ministry.  
 

This fall we will be welcoming ten ninth-graders into our confirmation ministry, which means we are in need of 
ten adults (4 men, 6 women) to serve as confirmation mentors. Can you help? The commitment will be a total of 
two years, over which time you will engage a student (the same student each time) in twelve 30-minute 
conversations. Orientation and a conversation guide booklet are provided.  Please prayerfully consider being an 
integral part in accompanying a young person in the journey of faith. 
 

Please watch for a sign-up in the Commons later this month. 
Peace in Christ, Pastor Phillip 

An important message from Congregation Council: 
 

Congregation Council is pleased to report that we have approved our Capital Campaign 
Committee’s recommendation to select the Rev. Mike Ward and his company GSB as our 
stewardship consultant for our Vision 2020 plan. Over the course of June and July, the 
Capital Campaign Committee interviewed three stewardship consulting firms and felt that 
Mike and GSB would make great partners with us. Mike brings experience as a parish 
pastor, VP of Advancement for the Lutheran camps in North Carolina, and ten years of 
consulting experience. Mike is a partner with GSB where he is also working with our 
Virginia Synod and four other congregations across the Synod. When asked why he does 
this work, Mike replies “It is because of Jesus’ words in Matthew 6.21 that ‘where your 
treasure is, your heart will be also.” Giving is a spiritual issue and we need more of people’s hearts engaged in 
ministry for the Kingdom. Mike met his wife while serving on the camp staff at Lutherock in North Carolina and 
has two children.  In his free time, Mike is a hobbyist beekeeper and manages 15 hives of honeybees. 
 

Epiphany Council member Kyle Anderson has already agreed to serve as our General Campaign Chair. Together 
with the Committee we intend to launch the appeal later in the fall.  If you’d like to get involved with one of the 
Campaign subcommittees, please reach out to Kyle or one of the other Campaign Committee members. The 
campaign will seek to fund the expansions and renovations that our Vision 2020 Plan outlined. Conceptual 
drawings for those improvements have been in the Commons since May. Those drawings, provided by the 
architect Council has selected, represent comprehensive visions and ideas for our Long Range plan, not final 
designs. The Building Team has been and will continue to receive feedback and discussion on those plans. 
 

Based on the history of capital campaigns in our congregation, including the successful campaign led by an 
outside consultant in the building campaign of 1991-1993, Council feels that the selection of GSB is the best 
way forward to help us achieve our Vision 2020 goals. Members of the Capital Campaign Committee are  
Kyle Anderson, Mac Alfriend, Ken Reckenbeil, Missy Hill, Robyn Bridges, Bob Busch, and Matt Charleston. 
 

We are excited to see how God will use our Vision of an expanded and renovated facility to reach more people 
for God’s kingdom! 

From Congregation Council 
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Finance Ministry 
 

 

As of June 30th year to date, our receipts of $363,407 are ahead of budget by $17,286 and expenses of 
$312,805 are $20,053 less than budget. We have a favorable surplus of $50,602 which is ahead of our 
budgeted surplus of $13,263 by $37,339. 
 
Regular member giving is $351,776 which is ahead of budget by $18,327 for the year and up 2% over 2016 
after adjusting for a large member donation we received a month earlier than last year.  Total income is 17,286 
ahead of budget. 
 
Total expenses year to date are $312,805 which is $20,053 below our budget due to favorability in Property 
expenses in Building Maintenance & timing of insurance payments (budgeted for June, will be paid in July).  
We expect Christian Ed expenses to catch up in July with VBS spending.   
 
Compared to prior year, total expenses are favorable by $35,071 due to staffing changes and timing/savings of 
insurance payments. 
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Worship and Music 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT  
Mark your calendars now for rehearsals! 
 
While we are all vacationing, it is hard to believe that our return to 
rehearse and fellowship together will be here soon.  If you have been 
thinking about joining any of our ensembles, here is your opportunity to 
give it a go! Don’t assume that there is no room for you or that others will 
do it. Come join us! More details on groups will be provided next month. 
 

Here are some starting dates for returning groups so you can mark your 
calendars now: 
 

Chancel Choir (11:00) – Wednesday, September 6 – 7:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir (8:30) – Sunday, September 10 – 8:00 a.m. 
Epiphany Ringers – Sunday, September 10 – 10:00 a.m. 
Singing Saints – Wednesday, September 13 – 6:30 p.m. 
Cherub Choir – Wednesday, September 13 – 6:30 p.m. 
Junior Handbells – Wednesday, September 13 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
Instrumentalists 
Given the movement (graduating, moving away, needing a break, etc) of several 
of our members, we like to refresh our listing of those instrumentalists that we 
have who are willing to share their talents. If you play an instrument of any kind 
and are willing to share your talent in worship, please email Kevin at 
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org. This will help us make sure we include the 
greatest number of folks! 
 
 
 
 

 
Epiphany Brass 
Brass will be playing in worship on Reformation Sunday, October 29.  Please let Kevin know at 
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org if you are available and willing to participate! 
 
 
Special Hymn Festival/Educational Reformation Event 
 
Mark your calendars now!  Sunday, September 10 (Rally Day) in the afternoon at 3:00 p.m.  
Our sanctuary will be the site for a wonderful program that incorporates Luther hymns with 
organ literature and assembly song.  This is led by Florence Jowers and the Rev. Dr. Paul 
Weber, retired leaders of the sacred music program at Lenoir Rhyne University.  It promises to 
be a fun afternoon to cap off our Rally Day activities.  More details will follow in next 
month’s newsletter, but mark those calendars now! 
 

Kevin Barger, Director of Music Ministry. 

Playing during Sunday Worship 

mailto:kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Faith Formation 

Backpack & Briefcase Blessing 

Sunday, September 3, 2017 

It is Back to School season! As the summer winds down, shopping for school 

supplies, books, and fall clothes becomes a part of our schedule as we look to 

kick the new school year off on the right foot! So join us on Sunday, September 

3, as we celebrate and bless the beginning of another school year and fall 

schedule for everyone. 

Everyone is invited! Students and adults alike can bring their backpacks, laptop 

bags, lunch boxes or briefcases to worship either at 8:30 or 10:30 am. We will 

celebrate and honor all who return to school or the fall work schedule.   

It’s time to think about our Fall Service Project:  

School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief 

Project Promise School Kits through Lutheran World Relief are sent to places 

where even the few required school supplies may be more than a family can 

afford.  

Supplies for each kit include: notebooks, rulers, pencil sharpener, scissors, 

pencils, pens, eraser and crayons.  

Pick up more detailed information in the Commons!   

Connect Learn Create 

Continues through August 

Gather in the Commons between services on Sunday Mornings for conversation and connecting.  

Walk through the story station to learn our weekly Bible Story.  

Color for a few minutes or longer on the large coloring poster, work on a 

personal coloring book or make one of our story related projects to create 

something to remind you of the story.  

Rally Day is Sunday, September 10, 2017!! 

Join us for our annual Sunday School Kick Off Celebration in the Sanctuary at 

9:45 am as we kick off our year. Come meet our 2017-18 Sunday School Teachers and connect with friends! 

Then, plan to join us after the 11:00 service for our Annual Rally Day Picnic for the whole Congregation. We 

hope everyone will join in on the fun! 
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Faith Formation 

Children and Youth Sunday Morning Faith Formation 
As the summer winds down it is time to think Back 
to School—Sunday School!  Sunday morning Faith 
Formation programs run smoothly with Teaching 
Teams for our classes, Age 2—High School.  A 
Teaching Team is made up of four people, two lead 
teachers and two helpers to allow volunteers to 
serve with flexibility and not require them to be here 
every Sunday.  Teaching Teams work out their own 
schedule as to who teaches/helps when.  We always 
need to have at least two adults in each class every 
week and there is a Substitute List available for 
additional classroom coverage. There are also 
“behind the scenes” jobs that assist with the flow of 
Sunday Morning Faith Formation. 
In addition to our programs for Age2– High School, 
we also offer Frolic for babies (Birth-2 years) and a 
loving adult and many Adult Sunday School 
Opportunities!  

 

How Can I Serve? You can sign up to help in the Commons or by contacting Cheryl Baggs at 
cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org.  
Lead Teachers are responsible for planning and teaching the lessons. The curriculum is provided for each class 
and the teachers help make sure that the goals and objectives are met.   
Helpers act as an assistant to the lead teacher by helping children participate, assisting with parts of the lesson, 
and gathering supplies as needed.  
 

Sunday School Superintendents are responsible for distributing and collecting attendance folders and offerings, 
assisting the Teaching Teams by answering questions concerning photocopying, where to find supplies and 
other resources.    
 

Supply Closet Coordinators are responsible for making sure there are enough supplies in our Supply Closet for 
the classes to use for crafts and other projects as well as keeping the closet neat.  
 

Substitutes are called to serve when a regular teaching team member cannot be present.  

Is training offered? Yes! Training for our volunteers will take place at 9:30 am in the Upper Room on the 
following dates: Sunday, August 20 or 27. Additional training can be scheduled as needed.  

If I have questions, who do I contact? Contact Cheryl Baggs at 282-6066 or cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org.  
 

Sunday School begins at 9:45 am September 10, 2017 and runs through May 20, 2018.  
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Summer Faith Formation 

Vacation Bible School—Hero Central 

Hero Central VBS was a SUPER success as 105 VBS Students and over 60 volunteers “Discovered their 

Strength in God!” Throughout our VBS week, we talked about what it take to be God’s Heroes and learned our 

Hero Motto: “Do good! Seek peace and go after it!” Psalm 34:14b  

Through storytime, crafts, songs, games and snacks, we had so much fun learning about the tools we need as 

God’s heroes: Heart, Courage, Wisdom, Hope, and Power!   

As part of our week together, we collected “Most Wanted” food items to support local food banks, including 

our HHOPE pantry! Macaroni and cheese, canned tuna, canned tomatoes, cereal and canned fruit were brought 

in to fight hunger—all together we collected 486 pounds of food! Super Job!  

Super volunteers, adults and youth, made this a wonderful faith-filled week and it was so wonderful to watch all 

the children soak in the power of God’s love!  Thank you for the many hours you spent preparing and leading 

our children. Our VBS Hero Central Directors, Kristy Anderson and Marcie Perryman spent countless hours 

planning and preparing for this week to be the success it was! Thank you to everyone in our Congregation!  Our 

VBS program is so successful because we have the support of our congregation and community, who donate 

supplies, take time off from work, participate in the decorating parties. Thank you!  

All of this for Hero Central and we are already excited to look at next summer’s VBS:  

Rolling River Rampage: Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God 

Dates To Be Announced Soon!  
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More Pictures from VBS! 

Thank you to everyone who 

joined us for Thursday’s 

Hero Celebration and 

Fellowship Dinner!  
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Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to 
provide comfort for those in need of God’s embrace. 
 
Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer Shawls for 
those in need of comfort and inner strength. 
 
This month our group will meet in the parlor on the second Monday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m., September 11, 2017.  There is always room for at least 1 or 2 more 
so please don't hesitate to attend.  Lessons will also be offered.  We would love to 
teach the youth of our church to knit or crochet.  If you would like to learn this 
art, please either call me or attend our meeting.  If you would like to work from 
home and not attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one of our 
members also. 
 
 

You are welcome to request a Prayer Shawl for someone you know that is in need 
of comfort.  Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist you with your 
need. 
 
 

The ministry is now in need of your help.  We will need yarn from your attic and/
or storage closet.  As you search your home for yarn, please assess the yarn to donate as you would if needing 
a prayer shawl for yourself (soft, warm and comforting).  In addition, if anyone has plastic storage baskets that 
they would like to donate for us to store the prayer shawls in, that would be marvelous.  Please contact Jackie 
Collins at 703 304 8568 if you have any items to donate and to arrange a pick-up. 
 
Thanking you in advance for your interest and donations. 
 
Does anyone recognize this extremely pleased recipient of one of our prayer shawls....could you ask for a 
bigger smile? 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

  “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor. On Sunday, September 10, 

the nearly 10,000 congregations of this church gather to 

serve communities in ways that share the love of God 

with all of God’s people. 

In celebration of the 500th  Anniversary of the Reformation, Epiphany’s project will be the assembling of 500 
Personal Care Kits. The supplies needed for these kits have been ordered, and the cost per kit is $4.14. During 
the month of August, we will be collecting money to cover the cost of 500 kits, so that we are ready to 
assemble them in Price Hall on Rally Day, September 10. 

The kits will be distributed through Lutheran World Relief, and any additional funds collected will be sent to 

LWR to be used to cover the cost of adding toothpaste and delivering them overseas. 

Please make donations in the Commons during the month of August. 
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Look for your REGISTRATION for the 2018 National 

Youth Gathering coming to your mailbox soon! 

All youth in 9th—12th grade for the 2017-2018 school 

year are eligible for the National Youth Gathering, June 

27—July 1, 2018 in Houston, Texas.  

 

 

The FORWARDING FAITH CAMPAIGN was 
launched by our Virginia Synod to provide 
permanent funding for its youth and faith formation 
ministries, including Seventh Day, Lost & Found, 
Winter Celebration and Kairos.  

Thanks to these ministries, generations of leaders in 
our Synod and across the Church have been 
brought up to know and love God in Jesus Christ.  

Now, thanks to your generosity, these youth and 
faith formation ministries will continue with 
excellence far into the future.  

Through your generosity, Epiphany has raised over $190,000 in support of the mission that is the 
FORWARDING FAITH CAMPAIGN, bringing the total raised throughout our Synod to over $2.2 million of 
the $2.5 million goal!  

Thank you for your generous support, and thanks be to God! (For further information about the 
FORWARDING FAITH CAMPAIGN or to make a donation, please visit - www.forwardingfaith.org.) 

 

 

PHILADELPHIA SERVICE TRIP   Youth will journey to Philadelphia, PA, Saturday, July 30 – Friday, August 
4 to serve in the community.  We are again partnering with YouthWorks, who sets up our service projects 

closer to the time of our departure.  Our Adult Leaders for this trip are Pastor Joseph Bolick, Gary Hobson, 
Mark Schultz, and Taylor Williamson. 

Epiphany Youth Group 

http://www.forwardingfaith.org
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Growing and Expanding 

1951 to the Present 
 

In watching the Building Committee work to expand our 
physical structure, it is striking the changes that have 
occurred since our beginnings in the early 1950’s.  Here 
is a brief view of all of the major construction projects up 
to the present. 
 

1951 

11 acres, known as the Overlook Estate, was purchased as 
a worship site for our congregation.  The site contained 
an 18 room residence, a 6 room caretaker's cottage, a 6 
car garage with a 3 room apartment over it, a stable, and a 
pump house.                  

 

1959 

The 18 room residence was  
removed and a sanctuary with 
several offices/rooms was 
built. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1966 

An Education Building was added 
with a connecting corridor.  The 
original plan also included a separate 
wing that contained a fellowship hall 
with more offices and classrooms.  
This fellowship extension was not 
built due to a lack of funding.  (The 
Archives has a blueprint showing all 
of this – including the structure that 
was not built.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archives 
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1994 

A Fellowship Hall/Multipurpose Room 
(Price Hall) was added.  New entrance, 
offices moved, sanctuary seating 
increased, chancel redesigned, and 
balcony (unfinished) completed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2001 

The balcony was finished, the chapel was built, and a stairwell to the balcony was completed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(I want to point out that I did not include the Parking Lot Upgrade or the Columbarium.  I wanted to focus on 
our main building and the growth and modification it has received.  They are also important to our Church.) 
 
As each building project occurred, our Congregation grew not only in faith but in our ministries to each other 
and the world.  Where we are headed now is still to be determined.  The display in the Commons is a concept 
drawing by the architect and not the final building project.  The Holy Spirit moves in all of us to do God’s 
work.  We now need to tell the Building Committee our thoughts and concerns – this is the Holy Spirit 
working in us.  Together with God’s guidance, we will make our Church more functioning to do His work. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to see any blueprints of these drawings.  We now 
have all of the blueprints scanned and they can easily be reproduced. 
 

John Hartmann, Archives team 
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Building Team Update 

One of the questions the Building Team has gotten a number of times 
is “Why are we looking at expanding and renovating”?  They go on to 
say “we’re perfectly content with what we have now- things seem to 
be going along quite well”. 
 

The truth is that our congregation has outgrown its gathering space, 
office spaces, and meeting spaces. It is difficult with our current space, 
and how it’s configured, to do the ministry we are currently engaged 
in, not to mention ministries of the future. This was the main outcome 
of our Long-Range Plan and the Vision 2020 which the congregation 
approved in November 2016. 
 

Let us elaborate: 
Gathering Space 

• There is a rule of thumb that says “the gathering space should be large enough to have one-half of the 
attending congregation be able to stand”. This equates to roughly 100 people standing side-by-side (since 
our average worship attendance for one service is about 200). The Commons does not provide this. Our 
Commons area has been likened to a High School hallway. 

• Building consultants also recommend that in order to create optimal community, coffee and doughnuts 
need to be on a direct line between where people worship and where they are parked. 

• The gathering space should be a wide open, inviting area allowing for social interactions and especially 
pleasing to prospective members and guests. 

 

Office Space 

• Current office area only has room for two Pastors. Vision 2020, which was approved by the congregation 
last November, calls for a third Pastor some time in 2018. 

• The Financial Manager who shares an office with the Financial Secretary and the Interim Director of Faith 
Formation Ministries, have offices far removed from the main administration area. Our goal is to have all 
staff members in one area or at least close by. 

• There is no conference room. 

• The Coordinator of Volunteers and the Administrative Assistant share an office and waiting area. The 
waiting area does not allow for discretion. 

• The supply room is extremely limited and shared by other ministries for storage space. 
 

Meeting Space 

• All available space is taken up on Sunday mornings.  For years, we have had requests and a need for a 
Sunday School or fellowship class for young parents and other groups but we have no available room.  

• We have limited space for adult education and faith formation – Price Hall and Sala Chapel. Price Hall 
does not lend itself to small group discussions. 

 

• Community groups wanting to use our facilities many times have to use the second floor of the education 
wing which has no toilets and no easy access. 

 
Besides the items noted above, your Building Team is looking toward a more functional parlor area and a more 
functional music area. We have outgrown our Music Ministry space. We are also looking at upgrading the 
narthex so it can serve as a visitation area for smaller funerals and memorial services. 
 
Cont’d next page... 
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To facilitate communication between the Building Team and the Congregation we have set up an email 
account – epiphanyvision2020@gmail.com - to receive any comments, questions, or concerns you may have. 
Also, please plan to join us on Sunday, August 27th, between services for an open question and answer session 
with the Building Team. 
 
Feedback the team has already received highlights the concern for storage space in future plans, including 
places for HHOPE and the Archives Team to house their ministry needs. All of this will be taken into 
consideration once we formally begin working with the architect. 
 

Once again, let us stress that the drawings in the Commons area are just concepts and NOT final. 
Specific details will be worked out with the architect once we move forward. 
 

Your Building Team members are Pastor Martin, team leader Steve Collins, Carole Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill 
Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel McKean, Karen Myers, Brian Ozlin, Kristine Quann, Ray Spletzer, and Paul 
Sweet. 
 

WALK THE JOURNEY    WORSHIP THE CHRIST    WITNESS WITH JOY 

To my dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

Thank you so much for your kind words, cards, and prayers at the news of my mother's death.  It is a comfort 
and joy to know that I worship among such a caring community of saints as all of you.  Thanks be to God! 

Matt Greenshields 
 

Epiphany Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for the lovely flowers that were in the sanctuary of our church. There were many others deserving of 
these beautiful flowers, but happy was I chosen to receive them. 
Sincerely, 
Mary Lee Leigh 

Building Team Update cont’d 

August Baptism Birthdays 

Thank You 

mailto:epiphanyvision2020@gmail.com


 15 

 

                    

Epiphany WELCA is collecting items for the VA 
Correctional Center for Women. Items needed are 
stationery, decorated writing paper, white envelopes, 
Forever stamps, stick pens and pencils, greeting cards (such 
as adult and children's birthdays, all holidays, get well, special 
occasions). These are being brought to the convention in 
August. There is a box for them in the Commons. 

 

Coordinating Council Meets 
The Coordinating Council will meet Friday Aug. 11 at 2 pm in 
the Parlor. This is the first meeting of the new council and we 
need to plan for the year.  Please let Leanne know whether you 
will be there. 
 
 
The Margaret Miller Circle will meet on Tuesday, 
September 12, 10 am. Betsy Williamson will be our host. A 
covered dish luncheon will be served. Please feel free to call 
Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Ann Decker 266-6007, with any questions. 
 
The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet again in September. Date to be determined. Questions? Call Eileen 
Johnson 752-6140 or Leanne Spletzer 254-2849. New members and guests are always welcome.  
 
The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday, September 14, 6 pm. Peggy Roberts will be our hostess. If 
you are interested in joining our circle that meets in the evening, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 
tatter@hotmail.com or 804-741-0276 or 804-338-3578.   

 

Women’s Circles 

GIDEON GREETING CARDS 
 

Gideon greeting cards, located in the narthex, enable you to 
dedicate Bibles in the memory of loved ones and friends who 
have died; in honor of special occasions such as a birth, 
baptism, confirmation, graduation; times when someone you 
know is in need of special prayer; or even a thank you.  A $5 
investment will put a Bible in that person’s name within arm’s 
reach of a world that desperately needs to know the good news 
of our Lord Jesus.  Each Bible placed by the Gideons in hotel 
rooms around the country has the potential of reaching 2,300 
readers during its six-year service period.   Easy to follow 
instructions for this program are contained in the Gideon 
greeting cards found in the narthex. The Gideons in our area 
ask that you please consider this thoughtful and precious gift as 
situations present themselves.  If you have any questions about the Gideons and Gideon greeting cards, please 
speak to Matt Greenshields, 804-306-7720. 

mailto:tatter@hotmail.com
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Fellowship Ministry 

 Summertime Donuts  

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons to bring 4 dozen 

donuts and 50 donut holes from the donut shop of your choice on a 

Sunday and put them in the Commons. Save your receipts and give 

them to Beth Barger if you’d like to be reimbursed. Questions? Contact 

Beth at 282.6066 (church) or 839.2398 (cell) 

 

Join Lutheran Family Services of Virginia for a night out at the ball game! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, August 12th at 5:05 pm at the Diamond 
Stick around after the game for the fireworks! 

 

General admission tickets are available for $8 
Ticket proceeds benefit the LFSVA Treatment Foster Care Program 

 

Tickets can be purchased by visiting www.lfsva.org/flyingsquirrels17 
or 

Contact Mandy Tennity at mtennity@lfsva.org or 804-716-6511  
 

Can’t be there for the game, but would like to purchase tickets to donate? 
Contact Mandy for more information 

 

The Diamond is located at 3001 N Boulevard, Richmond, VA, 23230 

After a great turnout (and lots 
of fun) at last December’s “Beer 
& Carols” event, we’ve decided 
to gather again for singing and 
fellowship in commemoration of 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. Like Luther 
himself, we will gather in a 
public space and join our voices 
in praise of God. 

Join us at Strangeways 
on August 31 @ 7pm 



 17 

 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Friday, August 11, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
Wednesday, August 16, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building is on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door. 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food 
(second Fridays) and stock the shelves (third 
Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. 
Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 
 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 
Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Community Service Ministry 

Blood Drive 

Heartfelt thanks to all who came to donate blood in 
July.  Virginia Blood Services collected 22 units, 
Epiphany's largest donation ever and the largest 
amount donated by any Richmond Lutheran 
congregation this year participating in the area wide 
Reformation Blood Drive initiative.  

 Most importantly, your sacrifice has contributed to 
the rescue, health and well being of so many 
individuals.  We plan to continue with this 
invaluable service on an ongoing basis so if you 
were unable to be there in July, don't worry, we have 
more opportunities coming in the future.   

Our next blood drive will take place October 15, 
2017, once again in Price Hall from 8am-12 
noon.  Please consider sharing one of God's greatest 
gifts. 

Any questions?  Contact Carl Erickson 804 873 5163 or cferickson@gmail.com. 

 

The 2017 Reformation Blood Drive has collected as of July 9th, 134 units of blood. As a reminder, our goal is 
to collect 500 units of blood in commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. Also remember 
you can donate outside church sponsored blood drives by using your church assigned code. Our code is 5647. 
The next church sponsored Blood Drives are Sunday, July 23, at St. Luke's Lutheran from 11:30 am -1:00 pm; 
and Sunday, August 6 at First English Lutheran from 9:00 am - 12:30 pm.  Thank you for your support. 

 

 

mailto:cferickson@gmail.com
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President - Lyle Gleason ‘18 
Vice President - Amy Boyle ‘18 
Secretary - Ramona Schaeffer ‘18 
Treasurer - Tim Sparks ‘19 
 
Council Members 
Wayne Shimko ‘19 
Macon Sizemore ‘19 
Ray Spletzer ‘19 
Kyle Anderson ‘20 
Rob Burger ‘20 
Leigh Dunavant ‘20 

  

"CARITAS helps our most vulnerable neighbors break the cycles of 
addiction and homelessness to reclaim their dignity." You can find 
more info like this here: https://caritasva.org/about-us/our-mission/ 

 

We call upon the congregation to welcome our CARITAS guests from September 30th to October 7th.  Again, 
Epiphany will welcome 32 women for which we will need over 125 members of our church to help provide 
them with a warm place to sleep, a place to  rest, eat, shower, and even just a warm smile.  We will have many 
jobs in which members can volunteer for including cooking and or serving dinner, making 8 lunches, launder 
towels, play music or any other gift you have to offer.   

This ministry is not successful without the good work of this congregation.  Please prayfully consider serving 
during this week.  Most all jobs just require a couple of hours of service.  If this is your first time working we 
will make sure you have a buddy or guidance.  It is a great way to meet others in our congregation.    
 

"At CARITAS we believe the key to halting the spread of homelessness is to bring those who can help face-to-
face with those who are in need of help. 
We invite people from the street and transport them to local congregations to be sheltered, fed, and loved by 
people who are blessed to have a home. We also provide case management support to help clients find 
housing, give furnishings once housed, and help a few find employment." 
 

Sign- up sheets go up the end of August.     PLEASE GET INVOLVED 

Call Kim Johnson with questions at 282-1603 or email at jkecjohnson@gmail.com 

Community Service Ministry 

LAMB’s Basket Food Drive –  

 Thanks to all of you who contributed food or money for The LAMB’s 
Basket during our recent food drive in June. We collected 395 pounds 
and $365.00. Food is needed all of the time so please continue to support 
this worthy cause at any time that you can, not just during food drives. 
All will be greatly appreciated. 

Ever want to know what is discussed at Council meetings?   Our 

Council Secretary, Ramona Schaeffer, posts monthly summaries 

of all the Council minutes on the bulletin board in the Commons 

(The bulletin board near the doughnut table). Copies of Council 

minutes are also available in the office during the week. 

https://caritasva.org/about-us/our-mission/
mailto:jkecjohnson@gmail.com
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 
 
 
 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Worship Times 
Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Connect, Learn, Create 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Evening 5:30 pm 

“Behold the Light” 
 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U. S. Postage Pd. 

Richmond, VA 

Permit # 711 

a congregation of the ELCA 

Address Service Requested 

From The Archives 

August 1964 – Church Council voted to install 5 pews in the rear of the nave but since there was no money in 
the budget no action was taken. 
 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 

Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

