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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

August 2020 

Back in March, almost five months ago, we took an abrupt 
turn into the wilderness of COVID-19. God’s people are 
certainly no strangers to wilderness periods, but this one 
has rapidly consumed the whole world and no one can be 
certain how long it will last. I certainly hope not forty 
years!! Regardless of the length and severity of this 
pandemic, we trust that God is guiding us and that a new 
beginning of joy and new life is awaiting us on the other 
side. 
 

I thought at this time it might be helpful to give a type of 
update so we can look at what ground we’ve covered 
together and what we might expect in the coming months: 
 

We have shifted much of our ministry to an on-line presence. It is a far cry from meeting in person, but it has 
been better than nothing, as they say. The pastors are leading morning and evening prayer each day (M-F) on 
Facebook Live and Kevin Barger is leading a “Music Minute” with live music on Facebook Live on Saturday 
evenings. Turner Barger, our new staff member (Technology and Media Support Intern), has helped us 
produce Sunday morning worship videos. Turner will continue to produce these videos even after he returns to 
college this month.  
 

What has the viewership of our online worship been like? That is much more difficult to ascertain than 
counting people in pews on Sunday mornings. What we know is that the average number of devices—not 
individuals, but devices—that tuned into our worship services while they were live on the Sundays in June and 
July was 147. That is the combined total for YouTube and Facebook (they are about equal in terms of 
viewers). It is probably safe to multiply that number by about two to figure out how many people are then 
watching. What is much more difficult to ascertain is how many people watch the worship videos after they 
premiere…like on a Sunday afternoon or evening or over the course of the next week. Regardless, the number 
of weekly viewing devices has stayed remarkably consistent. For this we are grateful. As much as social media 
can often cause problems in our culture, for the church it has become manna during this wilderness time. 
 

Faith formation has been a more difficult nut to crack. Our Vacation Bible School directors put together a way 
for families to participate in an online VBS curriculum, but other than that we have not been able to gain much 
traction with digital Sunday School or Bible studies. The Faith Formation ministry team will be meeting (via 
Zoom) in the coming weeks, but we suspect that children and youth will be “Zoomed” out and have screen 
fatigue once school begins in the fall. If anyone has any ideas for Faith Formation, it is time to step forward 
and let us hear them! 
 

In-person worship resumed on July 19, but we have already decided to reduce the number of services from two 
to one. We can go back to two services in the future if we need to, but one service seems to meet our needs at 
this time. Plus, holding only one service exposes the pastors and music director to fewer people each Sunday 
morning. 
 

Our Brighten Our Light project finally reached completion in June, and Steve Collins and I enjoyed giving 
tours of our new facilities. We have also tried to feature them as much as possible in our worship videos. It is a 
bit lonely to work in these new spaces when no one is gathering in them, but eventually we will welcome 
people into them and celebrate properly the gifts God has given us with them.      (continue on next page)       

Words from Our Pastor 
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Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
 
Instrumentalists 
Given the movement (graduating, moving away, needing a break, etc.) of our 
many talented members, we like to refresh our listing of those 
instrumentalists that we have who are willing to share their talents. If you 
play an instrument of any kind and are willing to share your talent in worship, 
please email Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org.  This will help us make 
sure we include the greatest number of folks! 
 
Online Worship Music 
If you are interested in sharing your talents as part of our online worship opportunities, please reach out to 
Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. We have room for you to share those talents! 
 
Zoom Choirs 
All our singers/choirs that have been joining via Zoom since March will take a break through August. We will 
be back in September – looking for new ways to keep us engaged and together as a community. If you have 
ideas, please feel free to let Kevin know! 
 

One unmistakable bright spot: the number of baptisms and new members we’ve received as we’ve wandered 
in this digital, disembodied wilderness. We have already performed two baptisms and we are scheduled for 
three more in the next few weeks. Families are opting to hold the baptisms outside on the patio in front of our 
new Trinity window screen so that we can be socially distanced and not wear face coverings. The joy we have 
witnessed in these events has been extremely heartwarming. We’re thankful for a movable but sturdy 
baptismal font that member Joel McKean made several years ago. It is coming in handy! 
 

The Israelites eventually crossed the Jordan and lived in the Promised Land. As we’ve poured water over 
Henry, Jovanni, and others, it gives me hope that a new future is awaiting us once the COVID-19 threat has 
gone away.  
 

Stay safe and stay healthy! 
 

God bless,  
Pastor Phillip 

Words from Our Pastor cont’d 

         No Nursery During 10 am Worship 

Please Note: At this time, we are not able to provide Nursery care 

during our offering of a 10 am In-Person Worship Service. We 

will keep you posted for when we can again offer worship 

childcare. 

mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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Finance Ministry 

 
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we had to cancel all in person church services beginning March 12th.  Limited 
in person services resumed July 19th. 
For the month of July, we had receipts of $48,470 which was 71% of our monthly budgeted amount of 
$68,464.  Expenses were $61,786 and $6,751 favorable. 
YTD July, we had receipts of $385,589 which was 88% of our budgeted receipts of $441,211 and 14% lower 
than 2019.  Expenses were $391,186 and $55,316 favorable to plan. 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
• Christian Ed & Formation was $8,897 favorable due to timing of expenditures.  We would expect to be 

favorable due to savings in Curriculum and VBS 
• Property Expense was favorable $20,835 due primarily to favorable Grounds $9,000, Janitorial $3,100, 

Building/Equip $3,600 & Utility expense $3,700 
• Admin was favorable $4,510 due to check loss recovery from 2019 of $1,600 and timing of supplies/tech 

support payments 
• Personnel Expense was favorable $11,635 due to open Christian Ed position 
 
We continue to proactively manage our spending in light of the current environment. 
 
We continue to thank you for so generously supporting your congregation at this time. For those who want to 
give on-line, here is a safe and easy link to use: 

https://my.cheddarup.com/me/epiphanylutheranchurch 

https://my.cheddarup.com/me/epiphanylutheranchurch
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ACTS: Closing the Door on Homelessness  

 “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday (September 13) 

 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity 

to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor. On Sunday, September 

13, the nearly 10,000 congregations of this church 

gather to serve communities in ways that share the love of God with all of God’s people. 

 

This year, Epiphany’s project will support ACTS (Area Congregations 

Together in Service). ACTS works in cooperation with more than 60 

area congregations and other partner organizations throughout 

Richmond and the surrounding counties that refer families and hard-

working individuals who for one reason or another find themselves 

unable to make ends meet.  

They are people who need financial and other assistance to get through their financial crisis and in many 

cases are not eligible for other financial resources. Often, they face the threat of eviction because of the 

situation they find themselves in.  

Trained case managers on the ACTS staff contact each referral and after an initial phone conversation will 

arrange a meeting with eligible clients during which their needs and solutions are discussed in depth. 

For more information, please visit their website. www.actsrva.org 

 

For the 5 Sundays in August and 2 in September, Epiphany will be collecting donated items for ACTS that 

can be placed inside the ACTS “House” on display in our new Commons at church.  

For these 7 Sundays, we will concentrate on donations of specific items.   

 

Please donate these items by placing them in the ACTS “House” or you can even place an on-line order 

and have it delivered directly to the church. Please address packages to Beth’s attention.  

 

August 2  Laundry detergent 

August 9  Dish detergent 

August 16  Toilet paper 

August 23  Paper towels 

August 30  Hand sanitizer 

September 6  Disinfecting wipes and Cleaning sprays 

September 13  Diapers (size 2 and up) and Feminine hygiene products 

 
Ship donations directly to the church: 

Beth Barger 
Epiphany Lutheran Church 

1400 Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
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If you came to Church on July 19th, this is what you saw: for some of the pews.  

Your first thought may have been how serious the Pastor and Council were on seeing that ‘social distancing’ 
was maintained. Be assured that is not the case. Pew repairs are now moving quickly. The pews on the right-
hand side are done for the exception of some of touching-up the finish on the pews. Work has now started on 
the left-hand side.   
 
During the COVID-19 hiatus, repairs were still being made. Here are some highlights: 
All wood inserts in the hymnal racks have been stained, finished and re-installed in the racks. 
The modesty screens that separate the first pew from the chancel area have been repaired and re-installed to 
the floor. The screen no longer rock back and forth. Additionally, cleats were added to the front on the screens 
to provide more firmness. (Thanks to Ralph Riveland and all of his expertise.) 

                                  Before                                                                             After 
 
All the pews on the right-hand side have had detailed repairs made to include additional seat cleats and wood 
supports made and installed under the hymnal racks.  
(Thanks to Bob VanDivender on installing the additional cleats.) 
 
Repairs were made to the hymnal racks themselves.   
All this to say, things are moving along well. If you would like to see the work in progress,  
contact John Hartmann (1-804-338-0265) set up a date and time. We would love to show you our work. 

Pew Repair Updates 
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Faith Formation 

August Baptism Birthdays 
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Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our 

ministry to and with 7th through 12th 

grade students.  We meet about every 

other week after the second worship 

service for lunch, games, small 

groups, Bible study, service projects, 

activities, songs, and whatever 

activities and adventures to which the 

Spirit leads!  We also participate in 

Virginia Synod retreats and summer 

service trips.   

 

Pastor Joseph and the Timothy Ministers (adult leaders) are called to serve the EYG community. 

 

Youth Ministry 

CALLING ALL COLLEGE ADDRESSES!!! 

The church office needs updated mailing addresses for all of our college/

university students. If you are at college/university or have a child at college/

university this fall, please send updated mailing info to 

hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org or drop it by the church office when you come to 

worship on a Sunday. 

Thank you!! 

****And please let us know if you were involved in one of our “rotating 

schedule” ministries such as Communion Assistants, Ushers, Crucifers etc. The team leads will need to know 
so as to not schedule you during your time away. 

mailto:churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
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MASKS FOR MEMBERS 
If any of you would like to have a homemade mask to wear when you are away from home, 
please let Beth know at bbarger@epiphanyelca.org. Please let her know if you prefer a mask 
with “ear loops” or one with ties. Know that there is no charge for the masks. We just want 
people to have them and to wear them.   
 
 

Some have found it helpful to have a spare mask on hand. Let us know if you’d like to have another one. 
Be safe and healthy. 

 

Epiphany Blood Drive 

Thanks to all who donated at our August 2 blood drive. A total of 21 units were collected which potentially 

impacts the lives of 63 recipients.  Epiphany donors rock!   

Our next blood drive will take place Sunday, October 25. Sign up now by going online 

to redcrossblood.org and where it says, " Zip or Sponsor Code" type 

in EPL  and you will be taken to our sign-up sheet where you can 

see which time slots are available and sign up. 

Thanks again, Carl Erickson 

mailto:bbarger@epiphanyelca.org
http://redcrossblood.org/
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August brings the excitement of a new school year and new families joining ELNS.  This 
year this is especially true since we haven’t had students in our classrooms since March!  
Although our numbers are smaller and things will look a little different this year, we are still 
looking forward to serving our community once again. ELNS plans to open on September 
8th with numerous safety precautions in place in keeping with CDC and Social Services 
guidelines. The ELNS Board and staff have worked hard to put plans in place that will allow 
our students to return to school and safely continue to learn and grow with us.   
 

To help prevent the spread of germs, this year we will be providing each student with their own supplies rather 
than having shared items in each classroom.  We would love to have your help in gathering these items for our 
students!  Below is a list of the specific items we need for each of our students.  Donated items can be dropped 
off in the church office by August 23rd. 
 
Blunt Tip Children’s Scissors   
8 Pack of Jumbo (or large)  
Crayons 
Wide Ruled Filler Paper  
10 Pack of Washable Markers  
(broad tip)   
Regular Size Disappearing Purple Glue Sticks 
Masking Tape 
 
 
 
 
 
  

With many area school districts beginning their school year with virtual instruction, we have seen a 
need in our community for school-aged care.  With this in mind, pending approval from Social 
Services, ELNS will provide care for school-aged children engaged in online learning.  It is our 
hope to provide a supervised classroom setting for elementary students where they can engage with 
their virtual curriculum while also enjoying the benefits of some enrichment activities such as art 
projects, physical activities, and time spent with peers.  When contracting for the first 9 week 

session, families will be able to choose 3, 4, or 5 day options and select either 7:45am-noon OR 7:45am-
1:45pm for their children. If you or someone you know may be interested in this program, please check out our 
web site (www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com) for more information and feel free to get in touch with me 
(elnsdirector@gmail.com) with any questions.  The program is limited to 20 students in order to maintain 
appropriate distancing in our classrooms and registration is on a first come, first served basis. We look forward 
to serving our community in this exciting new way! 
 
Thank you for your continued support of ELNS during this time.  With approximately half of our usual 
enrollment, many new regulations to follow, fewer staff members, and a very limited budget, this promises to 
be a challenging school year ahead.  We are confident that with your support, the hard work of our staff, and 
the cooperation of our ELNS families, we will still be able to provide a safe and fun-filled environment where 
our students can continue to explore their world and develop a love of learning!   
 
Melinda Martin 
ELNS Program Director 

Nursery School News 
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Community Service Ministry 

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in Price Hall. 
For additional information, call the pantry at 565-
8007. Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited list 
schedule and are not open on Wednesday or Friday. 
Please volunteer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am 
to Noon or as you are available. 
 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

ABUNDANCE OF BLESSINGS   
 
Your church sewing group has stayed very busy during the quarantine. 
Special thanks to each of them for the great service with the “face mask” 
production. What a wonderful blessing for everyone! 
 
Also there are now over 200 quilt tops and backs waiting to be assembled, 
plus close to 200 school bags! Once finished, Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
can distribute these throughout the world. If you don’t have experience with 
quilt assembly, please know that it is so easy. There is no sewing involved 
and literally anyone can do it. We all know that many hands make light work 
and your hands are needed! 
 
Due to social distancing restrictions, we are currently working in teams of 
only 2 to 4 people. We are using classrooms upstairs in the education wing.  
There is Air conditioning, a new bathroom upstairs, stations set up using 6 
foot tables and individual bins of supplies. Masks are required. Each team 
works at their convenience - during the week when the church is open, or on 
the Saturday mornings when HHOPE is distributing. If interested, you will 
be teamed up with a quilting member or two who will show you what needs 
to be done. This can easily be a family event. 
 
Please consider helping with this. LWR is in great need of quilts and kits, 
and there is no way the small quilting group can possibly accomplish all of 
this. They are happy to sign for volunteer hours for school children or teens. 
Please call Cathy DeLesDernier (264-6372), Chris Crouch (740-4802), or 
Beth Barger (282-6066) with questions or to join a team. 

Over 150 quilts waiting 
to be assembled!   
PLEASE HELP!! 
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MICAH  
 

Southampton Elementary teachers will instruct virtually for the first semester and hope that VHD’s COVID
-19 report improves during that interim. Meanwhile, Principal Mrs. Crews 
is happy for the continuing support of MICAH that has been present since 
last March.  
Epiphany members have responded in many ways including distribution 
and preparation of bag lunches. If you are interested in learning more 
about ways to volunteer to help Richmond City needs, contact the 
following website: www.handsonrva.org  or call 804-409-5636. By 
completing the volunteer registration form and indicating your area of 
interest, you will be contacted and helped to arrange a schedule that is 
good for you.    
Summertime is often a good time to clean out closets and get rid of things 
you no longer need.  Sometimes this includes children’s books that look almost brand new.  
MICAH’s “Dr. Seuss Day” will be coming again in March, 2021, and those books would be welcomed 
donations.   
 
 
Finally, reading is a skill we cannot imagine being without. As children, we can remember those special 
people who read books to us.  In this season of so many children and perhaps not enough hands, please 
think about sitting down with a little one and sharing a story book.                                                                

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

As part of a Service Project of the Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization of the Women of ELCA, the 
women of the Margaret Miller and Clara Sullivan WELCA Circles collected board games, cards, puzzles 
and birthday kits for individuals living in group homes and day support centers as well as students attending 
Minnick Schools.  In addition, we are supporting the Foster Care Program of our local Richmond Lutheran 
Family Services center.   
 

We started this project before the pandemic and am happy to report that we have completed them, and they have 
been delivered.     
 

Margaret Miller’s group collected: 
9 Boxes of cards 
11 Board Games 
36 Puzzles 
 

Clara Sullivan’s group collected:  
24 packaged birthday kits 
the kits included cake mix, frosting, package of balloons, pan, candles, 
matching napkins, plates, tablecloth 
    
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 

http://www.handsonrva.org
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Members in Our Prayers 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  

pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  

jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  

kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,  

hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Faith Formation Ministries - 

vacant 
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  

dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 
Facilities Manager - Tod Mitchell 

tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org 

Technology Assistant Intern - Turner Barger 

tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Although our office is functioning on a reduced schedule 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be in the office 

during these listed times. 

Monday -Thursday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Pastor Phillip 

will be in the office. 

Pastor Joseph is available by appointment. 

Hanne will be in the office, Monday - Thursday, 9 am - 1 

pm and  Friday: 9:00 am - Noon.  

Beth is in the office, Monday - Thursday, 12Noon - 3 pm. 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
In-Person Worship Times during 

these unprecedented times: 
Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

Must sign up, please contact the 
church office. 

 

 

a congregation of the ELCA 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

August 1964 – Pastor Sala reported in the Examiner there were 512 confirmed members as of June 30, 1964 

with 475 being resident members.  Child members were 275 and resident communing members 407. 

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

