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Words from our Pastor
I once heard a quote that rang true for me: “Siblings are the first laboratory
for forgiveness.” Not everyone grows up with a sibling, of course, but the gist
of the sentiment still applies. Family life is a person’s most influential
environment. Relationships within a family, for good or ill, especially when
those families are living together, typically play the greatest role in how a
person views themselves and the world. And siblings are usually the first
people with which you ever really argue, which means they are the first
people with which you have the chance to first practice forgiveness. I know
that’s true for me. My sister and I have a long-standing disagreement about
some kittens she claimed she played with one day. But I digress…
Our understanding of God and our relationship to Jesus is very similar.
If we’re honest, we realize the bulk of our faith formation happens in the
family environment as we share the ups and downs of life with the people to
whom we are close. Shared stories provide great soil for conversations about
the deeper things in life. As David Anderson and Paul Hill say in their book Frogs Without Legs Can’t Hear,
“It is not a question of whether or not parents influence children in their faith formation. Rather, the question is
how that influence will take place and what messages, beliefs, and values are conveyed to children and youth.”
All of this is to say that the congregation cannot and should not be responsible for all of a person’s faith
formation. The church can offer a place for corporate worship (which is the place all faith formation originates)
and a web of relationships built on the foundation of God’s Word, but otherwise the church stands mainly in a
supporting and assisting role to the family when it comes to bringing up people in the faith and living out the
promises made at a person’s baptism. I can still remember my parents sharing their thoughts about the pastor’s
sermons when we were in the car on the way home from worship. Sitting in the backseat, I didn’t remember a
word of the sermon I had just heard, but I knew how my parents were reacting to it and integrating its message.
Even though I wasn’t really a part of those particular conversations, their articulation of faith had much more
impact on me than what I was hearing in worship on Sundays.
This is why Epiphany’s faith formation objective names “in their homes” as the main place where we want
people to be equipped to be disciples. We want to acknowledge that caring conversations in the home (in the
car, or on vacation...) around matters of faith and values are holy ground for God’s Spirit to work. Simple
rituals like table prayers, book-reading, and bedtime routines can provide sacred moments where Jesus is made
a part of the conversation. We want to empower people to have those conversations and give them tools for
starting their own rituals. We want whatever we do on Sunday to give people the confidence to grow in their
faith Monday through Saturday.
One of the ways we are meeting this objective is by offering a “Faith in the Home” Night on February 10,
from 5-7 pm. This will be an event for all families and individuals. After eating a light meal together we will
rotate through stations where we will learn table blessings, make a craft, and share conversations with the
pastors about tools for taking our faith home. The evening will conclude with a short worship service. Come
with your whole family or even if you live alone. We hope to see sharing between the generations, so bring
young kids and invite empty-nesters alike. We are excited to be a congregation that is learning more deeply
what it means that the family is the first laboratory for faith.
Yours in Christ, Phillip Martin
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Congregation Council News
Congregation Council News: At our December meeting, we welcomed our new members and
elected our officers. We thank the two outgoing members whose terms end January 31.
(Wayne Shimko and Macon Sizemore) for their years of service. We also thank Carol Mawyer
who was appointed to the vacant seat when Ray Spletzer moved and who has now been elected
to serve a three year term.

2019 Council members:
(Front row, L to R) Jennifer Baker, Kyle Anderson,
Linda Reckenbeil, Sue Sparks, Leigh Dunavant
(Back Row, L to R) Rob Burger, Tim Sparks, Greg Parker,
Tripp Dillard, Carol Mawyer

Newly elected members of Council:
(L to R) Carol Mawyer, Sue Sparks, Tripp Dillard

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Rob Burger ‘20 - Council President
Kyle Anderson ‘20 - Vice President
Sue Sparks ‘22 - Council Secretary
Tim Sparks ‘22 - Treasurer

2019 Executive Council Members:
(L to R) Kyle Anderson, Vice President; Rob Burger, President
Tim Sparks, Treasurer; Sue Sparks, Secretary.

Council Members
Jennifer Baker ‘21
Tripp Dillard ‘22
Leigh Dunavant ‘20
Carol Mawyer ‘22
Greg Parker ‘21
Linda Reckenbeil ‘21

2

Finance Ministry

For the year ending December 31, 2018, we ended the year with receipts of $768,689 which was 5% over our
budgeted receipts of $730,000 and 5% higher than 2017. Expenses were slightly favorable as well leaving a
$42,415 surplus for the year.

Significant expense variances explained below:
Savings on choir robes $2k
Unplanned Stephen Ministry Leader Training ($2k)
Nursery School Reimbursement for Workman’s Comp Insurance $2k
Property Expense unfavorable ($2k) due to higher than planned utility/cleaning expense
Admin expenses favorable $3k due to lower than expected audit bill and council discretion expenditures

2019 Offering Pledges
Pledges received to date for 2019 total 203 with a commitment of $522,220. The current pledge amount is
$33, 152 less than the 2018 level with 10 fewer pledging units. If you have not submitted a pledge, please
consider completing a 2019 pledge card as this provides the
Church Council and Financial team with a firmer basis for
making financial decisions for the church. Your pledges
should be mailed to the attention of the financial secretary,
Bruce Garringer at the church or placed in his mail box in
the church office. Thank you for your continued support of
Epiphany Lutheran Church.
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Music Ministry
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT

Children’s Choir Reminders
Both the Cherub Choir and Singing Saints will meet each Wednesday
in February for rehearsal. Rehearsal times are standard: 6:30 – 7:00
for Cherub Choir and 6:30 – 7:10 for Singing Saints.
A little advance notice: please note that rehearsals will begin 15
minutes earlier starting Ash Wednesday, March 6 (6:15 – 6:45).
The Singing Saints will sing in worship on February 10 at both services
(I’m a Disciple Too). The Cherub Choir will sing in worship on
February 17 at both services (Come Along!).

Junior Handbells will also meet all Wednesdays in February in the balcony at 7:00 p.m. They will participate in
worship at both services on March 3. This group takes a break from rehearsing during the Lenten season.

Adult Chancel Choirs
Having a group of voices helping to lead the sung portions of our
worship services is such a blessing. And it is easy to be a part of this
ministry! For our 8:30 worship, singers meet in the Music Room at
8:00 a.m. to run through the worship music for the day. For 11:00,
singers meet in the Music Room at 10:30 a.m. to run through the
worship music for the day. The 11:00 group also typically meets on
Wednesday evenings at 7:15. We generally finish no later than 8:30 –
this time allows preparation for additional music.

Regardless of which service you regularly attend, we would love to have you join us if you have a love for singing.
Come when you can – we are very flexible in both groups! If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to Kevin for clarification – or talk with
those already in our wonderful choirs! We hope to see (and hear) you! The
difference our choirs make is wonderful! There’s always room for us to add
more seats!

Opportunity to serve
Do you play the piano? Would you be willing to share that talent to help
lead our Lenten worship? If you have some free time and are willing to help
out for the NOON services during Lent, please contact Kevin at 746-5756 or
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org. There is very little playing involved in these short
midday services. Please consider this opportunity!

Altar Care
Paraments:
The color stays at green until Lent.
February Altar Care Servers:
8:30 am: Poppi & Arden Ebbesen & Nancy Nye
11:00 am: Nancy Fouse & Jeanette Linka
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Faith Formation
Sunday School opportunities are available for all ages, birth to 100+!
Classroom information is available on the Faith Formation Bulletin Board in the Commons!

Wait! It’s more than a Children’s Sermon?!?
Learning about Worship with Pastor Joseph
Pre-K Sunday School students and their parents (or other
loving adult!) are invited to join us on Sunday, February 17
and 24 at 10:00 am in Room 102 to learn about worship and
the place we gather as a congregation.
We will explore the worship bulletin and answer questions
about why we worship the way we do. We will venture into
our worship space, looking at all the nooks and crannies.

Save the Date for Vacation Bible School
July 15-19, 2019
We are excited to announce that Vacation Bible School will be
taking place during the traditional third week of July this year and
Kristy Anderson, Annette Bates, Karen Myers and Casey Stapleton
are returning as our VBS Directors! As our congregation considers
starting construction this year as a result of our Brighten Our Light
campaign, other details are still being worked on to ensure that we
can offer a fun, SAFE, faith filled week of learning, singing and
fellowship! With that being said, there are likely to be a lot of
changes for this year and we just don’t know what those are at this
time, but stay tuned! In the meantime, we do promise an out of this
world experience!

Sunday School February Service Project:
Back to Basics: Sock and Underwear Drive
Basic items are often needed for children at local schools including the most basic of basics, socks and
underwear. Some schools keep a supply of these basic items on had in case of need or an accident at school.
This month we are collecting packages of new socks and underwear in kids sizes. Please bring donations to the
bin under the table by the Faith Formation bulletin board in the Commons.
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Adult Faith Formation
Adult Sunday School Classes starting January 6, 2019
Making Sense of Scripture, Sala Chapel, 9:45 am
Join Tracey Fatzinger and Greg Parker to explore such questions as: What is the Bible,
Is the Bible True, and Is the Bible the Word of God? During each session, we will
view a 10 minute video presented by David Lose, discuss concepts related to the video,
and further explore some of those ideas by studying specific Scripture passages. No
reading required between sessions! This 4 week course starting Sunday, February 3.

Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White, Price Hall, 9:45 am
This class will continue through Sunday, February 10. Join Pastor Tom Bosserman for
conversations about the polarization in our society and how we can provide an opportunity
for people of faith to have a more thoughtful and prayerful conversation on the political,
moral, and religious issues that divide us and to bridge these divisions with understanding
and empathy.

Nooma Films & Discussion
Price Hall, starting Sunday, February 17 at 9:45 am
Join Jon Beck to for conversation and discussion ignited by Rob
Bell’s short films on relevant topics.

Bible Study Opportunities Throughout the Week
Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study
10:30 am, Sala Chapel
Its relevance for today is not in prophetic visions, but in its affirmation of victory and
hope. Please join us as we begin this Kerygma study on the book of Revelation with
the hope of gaining deep insight to a very challenging book.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
6:30 pm, Sala Chapel
For February 6, we will finish Proverbs: Learning to Live Wisely. Then we
will begin the study, Luke: New Hope, New Joy, from the LifeGuide Bible
Study Series. Join us to discover that Jesus’
message of hope and joy is for you!

Thursday Morning Mom’s Bible Study
9:45 am, Sala Chapel
Do you want to win your battle against worry? Join us for this study of Joshua and to
discover how God paved the way to victory for His people when they showed up and
fought in faith. Books are available in Sala Chapel
This group is open to moms of ALL ages with kids of ANY age! All are welcome!
Please join us! Contact Amy Boyle at aimandbub@msn.com.
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Faith Formation

February Baptism Birthdays
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Youth Ministry

TOGETHER

for

GOOD

FEBRUARY MINISTRY and EVENTS

Sunday, February 10

Wednesday, February 13

Wednesday, February 13
Wednesday, February 13
Sunday, February 24

Sunday, March 3

EYG “Winter Olympics” (7-12th) Star Lodge, 12-2 pm.
All 7th through 12th grade youth are invited to join us in the Star Lodge
after the second service until 2 pm for lunch, Olympic-inspired games in Price
Hall, and fun with old and new friends.
7+8th Grade Fellowship, Star Lodge, 5:45-7:15 pm, Join us in Price Hall for
supper at 5:45 pm (We will sit together - Please sign up in the Commons or let
Pastor Joseph know). After we eat, we will head to the Star Lodge for fun
activities until 7:15 pm.
Timothy Ministry Meeting, Star Lodge, 7:15pm Adult leaders gather for prayer
and planning in youth ministry.
Confirmation (9-10th), Upper Room, 7 pm.
EYG Regular Gathering and Talent Show Prep (7-12th) Star Lodge, 12-2 pm
All 7th through 12th grade youth are invited to join us in the Star Lodge after the
second service until 2 pm for lunch and fun with old and new friends. This is our
opportunity to prepare for the talent show! AND…
Youth Talent Show (for all ages, 0 to 12th Grade) in Price Hall, 5-7 pm! Speak
Pastor Joseph to sign-up to share your gift!

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is the name of our ministry to and with youth in 7th through 12th Grades. We
have gatherings each month, which include a meal, games, songs, and time together with old and new friends.
All youth are welcome and youth are encouraged to bring friends! A full calendar is available from Pastor
Joseph (epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com) and is also available on the Epiphany website nestled in the
‘youth’ tab under the ‘learn’ banner.

Lil Youth Upcoming Activities!

LIL
YOUTH

Lil Youth (5-6th grades) will be at the 7th Day Virginia Synod
retreat at Eagle Eyrie Retreat Center outside of Lynchburg,
Saturday, March 2—Sunday, March 3!
Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th
graders and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings
this coming year, including games, field trips, crafts, service
projects, and more as we grow in faith and friendship!
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Fellowship Ministry
WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS
All are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith on Wednesdays with dinner in
Price Hall at 5:45. Choir rehearsals, Bible Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered.
Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and under.
Household max is $20.00.
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in the Commons or email the church office
by Monday night at hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org
The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on the sign up sheets.
Are you able to lend a hand with clean up? Please contact Beth Barger at 282-6066.

Men’s Basketball
Join us Tuesday, February 5, in Price Hall (the gym) for full court play from 7:30 to 9 pm.
Bring two shirts, one light and one dark colored, which helps distinguish teams during play.
We play the first Tuesday of each month.

Facilities Manager
Introducing Tod Mitchell, our new Facilities
Manager:
Tod Mitchell has been hired to serve as our Facilities Manager, a
position developed by the Property Team, Personnel Team, and Council
after Ray Spletzer’s departure as volunteer Property Manager in 2018.
As Facilities Manager at Epiphany, Tod will assume the tasks pertaining
to the upkeep and maintenance of our building and grounds. He will
coordinate repairs and maintenance that we can accomplish with inhouse volunteer labor and work with vendors and subcontractors to take
care of work that is outsourced. Tod will be supported by a team of
volunteers, and if you are willing to help volunteer in any way
(lawncare, basic repairs, etc.) please contact him. He would love to hear
from you!
Tod Mitchell has been a member of Epiphany since 1994. He has been
involved in property-related work at church many times before. He has
also served as a Timothy Minister and a Sunday School teacher. He has
helped to lead several high school youth group mission trips over the
years. He and his wife, Jackie, and his mother, Pat, typically attend the
8:30am Sunday service. They have three grown children, all of whom grew up at Epiphany. Tod comes to this
position not only with years of experience as a contractor and builder in the Richmond Metro area but also with
a heart that loves to serve Christ and His Church. Welcome aboard, Tod!
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Fellowship Ministry
The Margaret Miller Circle will meet Tuesday, February 12, 10:00 am in
the Star Lodge. Hostess: Cheryl Froom & Donna Josephson. We welcome
you to join us! Please call Donna Josephson
(804)883-5955 or Jackie Collins (703)304-8568 with any questions.
The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet in Star Lodge on Wednesday, February 13, at 10:00 am.
Hostess: Martha Boyer. For more information contact Eileen Johnson (752-6140) or Brenda Barnes (339-1417)
All are welcome to join us!
The Katie Luther Circle will meet Thursday, February 14, 6:00 pm. Maxine Brewer is our hostess. If you are
interested in visiting our evening circle, contact Tatter Hartmann at tatterh@hotmail.com or 804 741 0276
(please leave a message).

All women are welcome to attend the meetings.
WELCA
Funerals:
When requested, the ladies of the church provide a reception for the families of the bereaved after the funeral
service in the church. Donna Josephson and Eileen Johnson coordinate these receptions. Members usually
bring a variety of food which is greatly appreciated. Thanks to all who do provide the food!
Please contact Donna or Eileen so they will know who can help with the different duties; set up and/or cleanup
after the reception.

Thinking of a week at summer camp?? Ready to have your child’s faith
transformed through an experience in God’s
creation?
Epiphany will offer a 50% scholarship towards the cost of
tuition for Epiphany children and youth at any ELCA camp for
the 2019 summer. You can find a list of ELCA camps on the
ELCA website. Eligible camps in our area include Camp
Caroline Furnace, Hungry Mother, Lutheridge, Lutherock, Mar
-Lu-Ridge, and Camp Agape. To receive the scholarship,
indicate on your registration form that Epiphany will cover
50% of the cost. Many camps will send the balance of the bill
directly to the congregation. Questions? Contact the church
office.
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Community Service Ministry
LAMB’s Basket Food Drive –We will be handing out grocery bags with a list of needed food
items for The LAMB’s Basket on Sunday, February 3, immediately following both services.
We hope that you will provide support either through buying
requested groceries or providing financial support.
Needed items are: Canned Pasta Sauce, Canned Meat,
Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit, Mac and Cheese, 16 oz.
box of Spaghetti, Cereal, Peanut Butter, and Grape Jelly.
If you wish to participate, we ask that you bring your donations
to the church by Sunday, February 17 or as soon as you are
able.

Thank you so much for your continued support for this much
needed community organization. Any questions check out
our church display on the table in the Narthex.

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282.6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. Inclement
weather? Check channel 8 for closings, or if
Henrico schools are closed, then LAMB’s Basket is
closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are available on the Community
Service bulletin board for those under 18.

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, February 8, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday, February 20, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
Quarterly Newsletter can be found at:
www.lambsbasket.org

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This month our group will meet on Tuesday, February 19, in the Parlor at 11:00 am. There is always room for
more so please don't hesitate to attend. Lessons will also be offered. We would love to teach the youth of our
church to knit or crochet. If you would like to learn this art, please
either call me or attend our meeting. If you would like to work from
home and not attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one
of our members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we
care about: those with health issues; those in distress; those who
mourn; those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new
baby; graduate; newlyweds; to name a few.
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take
this opportunity to request a Prayer Shawl for someone you know that is
in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist you with your need.
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Community Service Ministry
STEPHEN MINISTERS ARE THE AFTER PEOPLE
Stephen Ministers are there . . .
. . . after the phone call you hoped you would never get.
. . . after the divorce papers are served and the bottom drops out of your life.
. . . after the funeral when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held
at bay come crashing in on you.
. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to
your new home.
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves goodbye, and drives away so
that the home is suddenly an empty house.
. . .after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led
away.
. . . after the baby arrives demanding more of you than you ever dreamed
possible.
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times
but you still need to talk it out.

MICAH
Dr. Seuss’ birthday celebration is coming soon,
and our goal to collect 500+ books by the end of February continues.
Please donate new or gently used book(s) and place your donation in
the Micah box located in Commons.
THANK YOU!
p.s. Notable 2018 ALA children’s booklist: www.ala.org/alsc/
awardsgrants/notalists/ncb and a copy can be located at the MICAH
DISPLAY IN COMMONS
BOOKS * BOOKS * BOOKS
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Property Team Ministry
Pew Repairs…The Next Phase
Many of the small and ‘easy’ repairs are now close to being done. We have now reached the point where some
‘major’ work needs to be done. Here are pictures to show some of these ‘major’ repairs.
Here is a center support that was repaired several years ago but needs repair again (the
glue used seeped out where the back of the pew meets it – see the white line between
the support and the pew back).
The next picture shows the underside
of the pew bench where the centersupport is. The support is badly split
open and no longer supports the
bench. This will require removing the
center support and repairing it.

As you can see, to make these repairs, the pews need to be removed from the floor of the Sanctuary. This will
start in February. Two pews at a time will be removed and placed in Price Hall where a work area will be
setup. When the pews are removed, chairs from the Chapel will be placed to allow for seating during services.
While all of this is going on, the carpet in the back of the Sanctuary will be stretched to remove the ripples in
it.
If you have any questions or comments please contact Tod Mitchell or John Hartmann.

Annual Reports…Now Due
Each January there is a call to the Congregation for Annual Reports – due February 15th of each year.
Unfortunately, each year there are fewer and fewer reports. Some
Ministry Teams rely on our Church Staff to produce their annual reports.
Ministry Teams do the work and know what happened better than the
staff so who better to write the report.
It only needs to be 1 page long or shorter, with the highlights of what
your Ministry Team did.

Please take the time to put together your Ministry Team’s annual report.
If you need help, contact any member of the Archives Team. There is no
set format for an annual report. Reports are due to the Church Office by
2/15/2019.
No report equates to no history. Please do not allow our history to be lost.
Your Archives Team,
Barry Westin and John Hartmann
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GIDEON GREETING CARDS
Gideon greeting cards, located in the narthex, enable you to dedicate Bibles in the memory of loved ones and
friends who have died; in honor of special occasions
such as a birth, baptism, confirmation, graduation;
times when someone you know is in need of special
prayer; or even a thank you. A $5 investment will put a
Bible in that person’s name within arm’s reach of a
world that desperately needs to know the good news of
our Lord Jesus. Each Bible placed by the Gideons in
hotel rooms around the country has the potential of
reaching 2,300 readers during its six-year service period.
Easy to follow instructions for this program are
contained in the Gideon greeting cards found in the
narthex. The Gideons in our area ask that you
prayerfully consider this thoughtful and precious gift as
situations present themselves. If you have any questions
about the Gideons and Gideon greeting cards, please
speak to Matt Greenshields, 804-306-7720.
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Thank You
Grand Illumination
We would like to recognize all of the individuals involved in creating the
Little Town of Bethlehem on the church grounds as we prepared for the
birth of Jesus.
Lighting/ Star on the cross and angels: Monk Wachter, Monte Waugh,
Warren Hammer
Little Town of Bethlehem and Nativity: Russ Johnson, Joe Barnes,
Bruce Garringer
Set up and movement of the Wise Men, Shepherds, and Mary and Joseph:
Leland Lew

THANK YOU TO ALL !
Stewardship Team
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Nursery School News
I can hardly believe that registration is already well under way for the 2019-2020 school year. Our priority
registration for current families and church members ended on January 7 and we then opened registration to
everyone. We are close to being on a waiting list our younger classes on certain days of the week. If you
would like to reserve your spot or come by for a tour, please get in touch!
We had a great January at ELNS despite some yucky weather. I don’t think we’ve ever had a year where we
used Price Hall as much as we have this year. It is such a luxury to have a big space inside to use when we
cannot go outside. Thank you all for sharing that with us.
I know that some of you are starting to plan your summer breaks already and we are busy planning for our two
weeks of summer camp as well. We will be having two weeks of 4 days each in May and June immediately
after the school year ends. The first week will be May 28 – May 31 and the second week will be June 3 – 6.

Registration for camp will begin in March, so be sure to check our website for the registration link!
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by phone or email. Our phone number is 282-7506 and my
email address is elnsdirector@gmail.com. You can also visit us on the web at
www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com, on Facebook, Pinterest and Instagram – just search for Epiphany
Lutheran Nursery School.
Sincerely,
Jessica Hendricks
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A Word from the Columbarium and Memorial Garden (CMG) Team
Calling all Gardeners!!
What’s New? In conversation with our new Property Manager – Tod Mitchell – we plan to enhance the
outside of the Columbarium with seasonal plantings.
The CMG team is looking for a few enthusiastic
gardeners, to help with the ongoing installation and
maintenance – so that all of Epiphany can enjoy
beautiful plantings in tune with the changing seasons.
What’s involved? We’re expecting to have 2-3 clean
-up times per year, where we change plantings and
spread mulch. With a team of folks, this will only
involve a couple of hours. In addition, we’ll ask team
members to periodically walk around the garden and
pull any weeds – keeping the plantings looking good, without anyone needing to spend hours at any one time!
We’re also looking into irrigation – so that once planted, we can ensure proper watering.
Interested? You can let us know of your interest via the Sign-up sheet on the Welcome Desk Table in the
Commons– or by contacting Ken Reckenbeil – fourrecks@aol.com or 804-381-8207. Ken will maintain the
list, and contact volunteers well before the work days, to set up the time.
Other Columbarium questions? If you have any questions about the Columbarium and Memorial Garden –
such as adding a Memorial or securing a resting place for loved-ones’ remains, please contact the CMG Team
Lead – Ken Reckenbeil – contact info above.

BUILDING TEAM UPDATE
Taylor & Parrish and the structural engineer were out again to cut some more holes and verify our current
structure behind the walls so that we can possibly eliminate any surprises during construction. We had a
meeting with the door hardware supplier that we currently have to keep everything consistent in the building
and for ease of maintenance. The Building Team will be
meeting with the architects to select finishes for the
restrooms, office space, common area, etc.
The architects and Taylor & Parrish are working with the
county an various engineering groups (electrical, structural,
mechanical,) and subcontractors to bring everything
together by early 2019 with a congregational vote to follow.
Your Building Team is very excited as they continue to
work with the Architect and Taylor & Parrish to continue
the process of updating and expanding our current facilities
to meet our ongoing ministry needs and to prepare us for
future ministry.
Team members are Pastor Martin, Steve Collins (team leader), Karen Myers, Carole Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill
Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel McKean, Bryan Ozlin, Kristine Quann and Paul Sweet.
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Members in Our Prayers
During illness or recuperation ~
For those serving in the Armed Forces ~
For the families and friends of those who died ~
Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine
upon them ~

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

CHANGE OF EMAIL:

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,
jbolick@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,
kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,
hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,
bbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs,
cbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,
dsexton@epiphanyelca.org
Facilities Manager, Tod Mitchell
tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org
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25
7 pm Stephen Ministry
Mtg, Star Lodge

24
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon EYG (7-12) Mtg, Star Lodge

7 pm Stephen Ministry
Mtg, Star Lodge

11

17
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.

10
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Usher Training, Upper Rm, Right
side
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon EYG Gathering, Winter Olympics, Price
Hall
5:00 pm Faith in the Home and Dinner, Price
Hall

6:00 pm ELNS Board
Mtg, Chapel

10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel

26
10:00 am Quilting

19
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel
11:00 am Prayer
Shawl Mtg, Parlor
11:30 am Men’s
Lunch, Nick’s Roman
Terrace
7:30 pm Endowment
Board Mtg, Chapel

12
10:00 am Margaret
Miller Circle, SL
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel
11:30 am Men’s
“Manna” Lunch,
Grapevine
7:00 pm Council Mtg,
Chapel

7:00 pm Finance
Team Mtg, Chapel
7:30 pm Men’s Basketball, PH

5
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel

27
10 am Archives, Narthex
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints, Music Rm
6:30 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells, Balcony
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

20
10 am Archives, Narthex
9:30 am LAMB’s Basket, Oakview
Ave
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints, Music Rm
6:30 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells, Balcony
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

13
10 am Archives, Narthex
10:00 am Clara Sullivan Circle, SL
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:30 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
7:00 pm Confirmation, Upper Rm
7:00 pm 7/8 Grade Fellowship, SL.
7:00 pm Timothy Ministers Mtg, SL
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells, Balcony
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir
8:00 pm Confirmation Mentors

6
10 am Archives, Narthex
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints, Music Rm
6:30 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells, Balcony
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

28
9:45 am Mom’s Bible
Study, Chapel

21
9:45 am Mom’s Bible
Study, Chapel
11:30 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace
1:00 pm Consecration
Sunday Mtg, Parlor

6:00 pm Katie Luther Circle

14
9:45 am Mom’s Bible
Study, Chapel

7
9:45 am Mom’s Bible
Study, Chapel

Thursday

Friday

6 pm Packing Bags
for HHOPE, Narthex

22

15

6 pm Packing Bags
for HHOPE, Narthex

8
9:30 am LAMB’s
Basket, Oakview
Ave.

4

Wednesday

February 2019

3
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Blood Press. Readings, Parlor
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon Lil Youth Mtg, Star Lodge

Tuesday
1

Monday

GH – GRACE HOUSE
SL – STAR LODGE
CH - CHAPEL

Sunday

23
9:00 am Quilting, PH
10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

16

10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

9

2

Saturday

Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church
1400 Horsepen Road
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road
Richmond, VA 23226
Phone: 804-282-6066
Fax: 804-282-6067
www.epiphanyelca.org

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage Pd.
Richmond, VA
Permit # 711

Address Service Requested

a congregation of the ELCA

Worship Times

Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca
FROM THE ARCHIVES
February 3, 1955 - Church Council passed a motion to create a "parking area on the right side of the Church
in an area measuring about 81 by 160 feet". (We are quite a bit larger today!)

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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