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You are invited to join us at the

CONGREGATIONAL SPRING BANQUET
Sunday, May 20
HONORING OUR CONFIRMANDS,
CONFIRMATION MENTORS
AND FAITH FORMATION LEADERS
On May 20, the young people who have spent the last two years in special
study for the affirmation of their baptism will be confirmed.
In celebration of this event, a congregational banquet hosted by the first
year confirmation class is being planned to honor them and their mentors.

We will also recognize those who served on Sunday School Teaching
Teams and as Adult Faith Formation Leaders.
All members and family guests are invited to the banquet which will be in Price Hall
immediately following the 11 am service.
Please make your reservation for the banquet by using the reservation sheet in the Commons or by contacting the
church office at 282-6066, or churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org by May 16.
The second year Confirmation Class includes:
Abigail Bauer, Graham Boyle, Matthew Boyle, Abigail Charleston, Nicholas Domaleski, Megan Edwards,
Claire Gorey, CJ Griffith, Megan Hahn, Ryan Helberg, Cliff Johnson, Eleanor Miller, Sarah Parker,
Madeline Schuetze, Connor Speidell, and Hayden Vozar.

SUMMER WORSHIP TIME BEGINS ON MAY 27 AND CONTINUES
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2!
Early Service remains at 8:30 am
Late Service begins at 10:30 am
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Words from our Pastor
There is asparagus growing in the Epiphany
Garden. And right now it is asparagus season, so
it’s ready to be picked.
Have you ever cultivated asparagus? It is not like
most other garden plants, which get planted,
produce a harvest, and then die at the end of each
season. Asparagus is a perennial with a large root
system that spreads underground each winter. The
shoots that come up each spring are the parts you
eat. Eventually it grows to be rather bushy by the
late summer and then it gets cut back in the fall.
But it does not die. Each year the root system gets
a little bigger, sending up more spring shoots. The
fun thing is you never know exactly where they’re
going to pop up.
There is something about cultivating asparagus that is like the service ministry of a congregation. You never
know where people’s call and passion for serving their neighbor is going to pop up in the world.
Much of the time our own “home-grown” service ministries get all of our attention—things like HHOPE,
Habitat for Humanity, and MICAH—but it is harder to notice the ways that our members’ call to serve “pop
up” through opportunities and organizations that are not directly connected to our congregation. In fact, I
suspect that in terms of number of volunteer hours, our members contribute far more time through these other
organizations than through the service ministries at Epiphany.
For example, we have Epiphany members who currently serve on the governing boards of several
organizations, including Camp Caroline Furnace, GraceInside (a prison ministry), ACTS (preventing
homelessness), and Godparents4Tanzania (education in Tanzania). One of our members has volunteered one
week for 25 of the last 27 summers at Camp Happy Days, a camp in South Carolina for children with cancer.
One gentleman regularly reads to an elementary class in a Richmond city school. A handful of our members
volunteer at Shalom Farms and serve on committees there. One person does committee work for The Health
Brigade (formerly the Fan Free Clinic), and at least one other member often serves there. Several Epiphany
members participate regularly in medical mission work in other countries through organizations like the
World Pediatric Project. As a matter of fact, one of them is returning to Honduras in the fall to perform some
surgeries. On Facebook last month I watched one member of Epiphany pose as a part of the Junior League’s
“Little Black Dress” initiative as a way to raise awareness about local poverty issues and to raise money for a
Mobile Learning Center for Richmond’s East End.
The list goes on and on. Asparagus sprigs of faith and service, cultivated in some way through worship and
faith at Epiphany and other congregations, are popping up all over the place. I doubt we could count them all,
in fact. Could you imagine our nation’s life without this kind of sharing?
Our objective in service at Epiphany is to cultivate Christ-like servants who respond to God’s grace by
loving our neighbors as ourselves. It seems to be working. Our own service ministries are important, but it is
inspiring to see ways in which Epiphany’s life of faith grows and sends forth servants who live out their faith
through organizations and agencies not directly affiliated with Epiphany. That is the kind of cultivating
congregations need to encourage through their worship, faith formation, and fellowship.
It is like cultivating asparagus…aware of the ways that the Holy Spirit, never dying back, works
“underground” to nurture us so we may sprout forth Christ’s new life in the world.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Pastor Phillip Martin
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Building Team Update
The Building Team held a forum in Price Hall
on April 22, to go over the proposed Schematic
Design drawings that have been in the
Commons for the congregation’s review since
the end of March. There was a lot of interest in
the building campaign as the forum was
attended by over 100 members of our
congregation.
Rob Burger, counsel president, opened the
forum with a statement as to how and why we
are doing this expansion of the church's
property. He emphasized that this building
campaign is truly an investment in the future of
Epiphany. The proposed new addition as well as
the renovation of the existing spaces will
provide a more welcoming entrance and help
promote the current mission and ministries of
our church. He then introduced Kristine Quann, a member of the building team, who explained the current
design concepts for the building. She started with explaining the expansion areas outside with the new front
entrance and parking areas and emphasized how the new plans will promote a more friendly ADA entrance to
the building including a covered walkway to the entrance doors. Moving inside, she explained the expansion
of the office area to incorporate the entire administration staff into one inclusive area. This collaborative
space will support Hanne, Beth, finance, and the Faith Formation Director, as well as the pastors. It was
explained that when a third pastor is called, he/she will be located in the faith formation director’s office. The
new administration area also includes a separate meeting space/conference room.
Kristine went over the new and enlarged Common area and explained how the new design proposes to
incorporate plenty of natural light through large exterior windows as well as skylights. Locations for the
proposed welcome desk and coffee area were discussed as well as plans for coat closets and storage areas.
The new open design provides inviting spaces that will promote conversation and informal meetings. The
plans for the renovation of the Education Wing begin with widening the doorway entrance at the hallway
leading to the classrooms. She explained where all of the new and renovated bathrooms would be located and
addressed the plans to repurpose the chapel to a music center and multi-purpose room. Additionally, she
explained the new location of the parlor, nursery and archives and highlighted the concepts for placement of
the new elevator to access the second floor as well as the new second floor bathrooms and repurposing of the
Upper Room on the second floor.
Kristine continued to field questions from the people in attendance. These questions included clarification on
automatic door operators at the entrance for ADA access, concern as to what would happen to the door with
the stained glass window leading to archives, the stained glass windows in the chapel, and concern about
repurposing the chapel to a multi-purpose space to support the music ministry.
After the building plans were discussed, Tim Sparks and Ray Spletzer provided a status of the building
construction finances. The current design for the building addition and renovation has been estimated to cost
between $3.5 and $4.1 million. This includes estimated costs for actual building construction as well as “soft
costs”. Soft costs are defined as the amount set aside to cover non-construction items such as permit fees,
design fees, project contingencies and cost escalations. Based on a $4.1 million investment for the Brighten
Our Light campaign, a general overview of the finances include the following amounts:
a potential mortgage amount of $2.5 million
“seed” money in hand totaling $306,000
Brighten Our Light Commitments to date of $1.3 million
BOL amount received to date = $466,000

Cont’d next page…..
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Building Team Update cont’d
Some important items to note for the financial overview include some explanations for the mortgage loan
amount. A $2.5 million mortgage equates to an annual payment by the church of approximately $160,000 for
25 years. Additionally, this is based on a projected 22% increase in member contributions. However, it is
important to note that no cost-cutting measures have yet been applied to the total project.
Overall the feedback from the congregation was quite positive, and we did receive some constructive
comments and criticisms about certain aspects of the plan. We are extremely excited about the next steps in
the building campaign and look forward to seeing how details for the building design progress. The Building
Team checks the email address epiphanyvision2020@gmail.com. regularly. If you have questions or
comments regarding the building design process or the Brighten Our Light Campaign, please send your
thoughts to the email address.
Bryan Ozlin and Steve Collins

Finance Ministry

YTD through March, 2018, our receipts of $173,548 are ahead of budget by $3,909 and expenses of $170,518
are $12,226 less than budget. We have a favorable surplus of $3,029 which is $16,135 favorable to our
budgeted surplus of ($13,106).
Regular member giving is $168,460 which is ahead of budget by $4,478 and favorable to last year by $5,506.
Total expenses year to date are $170,518 which is $12,226 below our budget due to several large items:
• Choir robes were budgeted for $6k but were acquired at a 50% discount resulting in $3k savings.
• Christian Ed & Youth favorable $5k due to timing of expenditures and will catch up.
nd
• Admin favorable by $5k due primarily to Audit payment that should hit in 2 quarter.
• Property unfavorable by $4k due to water main break expenditures.
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Beating of the Bounds—May 3!

Mark your calendars for Thursday, May 3, and join Pastors Phillip and Joseph as they revive the ancient
church tradition of visiting the edges of the church’s territory. They’d love to see you at one of the spots
below, especially, perhaps, at our Food Truck Block Party in the church parking lot.
Our schedule for Beating the Bounds on May 3 is as follows:
9:00am – Breakfast at Waffle House in Mechanicsville (7400 Sandy Lane, off Mechanicsville Turnpike)
10:30am – Coffee or tea at Ashland Coffee and Tea (10 N Railway Road, Ashland, 23005)
12:00noon – Lunch at Panera in Short Pump (11703 W. Broad St. Richmond, 23233)
1:30pm – Check in and office hours at home base Epiphany
3:30pm – Coffee/dessert at Starbucks in Midlothian (Bldg 10 WC Commons Way, Midlothian, 23113)
5:30pm – Epiphany Lutheran for supper, dessert, and fun Ascension Day activities for the whole family. Food
trucks begin service at 5:30. Please sign up for this end-of-day part of the event near the Welcome Desk in
the Commons! We would like to have a headcount.
Volunteers are needed to help with various face painting, rocket ship creations, whirly birds, parachute games,
bubbles--as well as set up and clean up. Materials and instructions will be provided. Each volunteer slot is 45
minutes (5:30-6:15 pm and 6:15-7:00 pm). You can sign up to take a leadership role in the Commons as well.
We will be making a concerted effort to invite our neighbors around the church. This is evangelism that is easy
and fun!
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Music Ministry
Richmond Concert Chorale in concert
The Richmond Concert Chorale will be presenting a concert at Epiphany on Friday, May 4 at 7:30 pm. The
concert is entitled “Southern Harmonies” and features music from the south of England, France, Italy,
Germany, South America, Mexico and Spain. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the door. Our own Gail
Lyddane is a member of the group. Come on out for a great night of music!
Time change for worship
Please note that our Sunday worship will move from 11:00 am to10:30 am from Memorial Day (May 27
weekend through Labor Day weekend, September 2). The first service time remains at 8:30 am.
Children’s Choir Notes
The Cherub Choir will rehearse on May 2 from 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. Singing Saints Music Olympics occurs that
same night (see below). Cherubs will participate in worship on May 20 at both services and Singings Saints
will participate on May 6 (as part of Youth Sunday).
The Junior Handbell Choir plays in worship on May 6.
Music Olympics…Pass the Torch
All Singing Saints are reminded that our Annual Music Olympics will take place on
Wednesday, May 2 from 6:00 pm-7:30 pm. (Note the extended and different times).
This is a fun culmination to a great year of learning.
Sundaes on Wednesdays
To celebrate our music ministry together for this year, we invite all music
ministry participants and their families to “Sundaes on Wednesday” on May 9, in
Price Hall from 6:00-7:00 pm. Please come out and enjoy this fellowship and
celebration opportunity with your many co-musicians! There is a sign up sheet
on the board outside the Music Room. Please sign up by May 6 so we can plan
accordingly. There is no cost for this event.
It’s Summertime already?
Members of our music groups take a well-deserved break during the summer
months. We thank all participants in music ministry for their many wonderful
contributions to our worship life over the past months.
As has been our custom, we encourage musicians to share their talents with our
congregational family during the summer months. Those of you returning from
college, students studying an instrument, those wanting to sing special solos,
duets, other ensembles, etc. are invited to be active participants in our summer
music ministry. Please contact Kevin Barger at 746-5756 to indicate your
willingness. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board outside the Music
Room. We look forward to these fantastic contributions.

6

Archives Team
Annual Reports for 2017
How did we do?
As always, Hanne has done her magic…all of the annual reports are in, compiled and printed. (As of
4/18/2018, Hanne has made a second printing of the 2017 Annual Report!) The 2017 Annual Report has more
ministry team reports than in the past several years!
For 2017, here is a listing of the Staff and Ministry Teams that provided a report:
*Senior Pastor
*Associate Pastor
*Interim Director of Faith Formation
*Director of Music Ministry
*Worship Planning Team
*Finance Ministry Team
*Financial Secretary
*Property Management Team
*Congregation Council Report
*Community Service Ministry Team (Liberation Family Services, Easter & Thanksgiving Baskets, Habitat for
Humanity. Lutheran Family Services)
*Archives Team
*Endowment Team
*Memorial Garden and Columbarium Team *Stephen Ministry Team
*Altar Care
*Chrismons
*Prayer Shawl Ministry Team
*Micah Ministry Team
*Coordinator of Volunteers
*Fellowship and Evangelism Team
*Visitation Pastor
This is a total of 25 reports for 2017 compared to 18 for 2016. All of these reports help to insure we have a
‘history’ of what our Church did in 2017. A special ‘thank you’ to all of them!
If your Ministry Team is not listed, please start thinking about 2018. If you need some ideas on how to ‘track’
what your Ministry Team is doing, please contact John Hartmann (804-741-0276) for help.
Again, ‘thank you’ to all who provided reports and helped to save our history.

John Hartmann
Archives Team
PS – The next time someone asks you, “What does Epiphany do?”, after reading the Annual Report you will
have the answer!

The Welcome Desk is looking for additional people to serve at the
Welcome Desk in the Commons before and after church services.
You can decide which day and time slot you would like. For additional
information contact Janet Johnson at janetk.henry@gmail.com, or the
church office.
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Faith Formation
Background Screening Policies Approved and Implemented
Over the course of the last eight months, the Faith Formation Team has met and consulted with the Safety
Team, the pastors and staff and other ministries in our Synod to develop a Background Screening Policy for
implementation here at Epiphany in order to provide a safe and healthy environment for our youth and children
to explore and develop their faith.
There were two separate policies that were approved at the Church Council meeting on March 13. The first of
the two policies is what I would describe as a “bridge policy” which provides for the implementation and
execution of Background Screening for all registered Adult Volunteers for Vacation Bible School for this
summer. The second policy is the ongoing or long term policy which will be effective August 1, 2018 and
pertains to all registered Adult Volunteers for any of our programs for Children and Youth such as our
Timothy Ministers and Sunday School Teachers as well as VBS Volunteers. Copies of the two policies are
available in the Church Office.
The Faith Formation Team felt it was important to have a Screening Policy implemented for Vacation Bible
School without impacting current volunteers through the end of the school year. Vacation Bible School is
different from many of these programs because of the length of the program and the number of community
participants who become involved. And it’s not just those participants—we often have parents and relatives of
these community participants interested in serving with us. The screening procedures we implement will
enable us to welcome these volunteers while continuing to provide a safe, faith-filled week in a healthy
environment.
The Faith Formation Team is excited that we are taking this step to ensure the health and safety of our faith
community. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like additional information.

Peace,
Cheryl Baggs
Interim Director of Faith Formation
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Faith Formation
Oink You! Oink You! For all your support with
Epiphany’s Pig Pen!
Faith Formation Service Project for Lent
Blessings abounded in Epiphany’s Pig Pen this year as our little piglets
returned with full bellies! We collected more than $500 for ELCA Good
Gifts to purchase pigs for communities throughout the world. That’s
almost 17 piglets! Wow! Thank you so much to everyone who
participated! These little piglets grow into big pigs fast and when families
are provided a pig, it gives them the opportunity to raise the pig and take
it to the market for much needed income to support their family!

Vacation Bible School—Registration is Open and Online!
July 16-20, 2018
8:45 am—12:00 pm
Everyone is invited to join us on the River Epiphany to “Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God!”
Our rivertastic week will include lots of games, stories, crafts, snacks and fun!
Adult and Youth Volunteers are Needed! We cannot offer a successful VBS without you! Please consider
spending a day or more helping support this valuable experience for our children!
Participants and volunteers must register through our church website at http://epiphanyelca.org/learn/children
The deadline for Adult Volunteer Registration is Tuesday, June 26 due to Epiphany’s Background Screening
requirements for adult volunteers.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. ~Isaiah 43:2

Are You Interested?
Plans are being considered to offer a sensory friendly VBS with Legos,
Learning and Love! The current concept is to meet in the evenings
once a week throughout the summer for fellowship, a meal, activities
and learning with lessons using Legos. If you are interested in seeing if
we can “build” this into a learning opportunity this summer, please
contact Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
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Adult Faith Formation
Sunday Morning Offerings - 9:45 am
Hidden Easter Stories in John’s Gospel, 9:45 am in Price Hall
This class will introduce us to how we interpret John’s Gospel and the characteristic
features of its theology and symbols. Join Pastor Tom Bosserman for this closer look
at John’s Gospel and Easter.
This class will meet May 6 and May 13
New Member Course, 9:45 am in Sala Chapel
Whether you are a “new,” “newer,” or “longstanding” member, you are invited to join Pastor Phillip to learn
(or rediscover) some of the basics of what Lutherans believe, about Grace, the Sacraments and the Word of
God in this four week course. Learn how you are a part of our Epiphany Community and can Walk the
Journey, Worship the Christ and Witness with Joy.
This class will meet May 6 and May 13

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Sala Chapel, Tuesdays at 10:30 am
Join us on Tuesday mornings as we continue our study of 24 Hours that
Changed the World by Adam Hamilton.
Drawing on insights from history, archaeology, geography, and the Bible, we
will visit the Holy Land and strive for a deeper understanding of the most
amazing day in History.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Sala Chapel, Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Join us Wednesday evenings as we continue the Lifeguide Bible Study, Prayer: An
Adventure with God.
This study is designed for starting group discussions and for meeting God in
personal reflection as we look to biblical examples, such as Mary, Abraham, Moses
and Daniel for guidance to gain new insights and experiences in the adventure of
prayer.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
aka Mom’s Bible Study meets Thursday mornings in Sala Chapel.
The nursery opens at 9:30 am and discussion starts at 9:45 am.
This month we will complete our study of What Every Girl
Wants. Join us for this study on the Song of Solomon by Lisa
Harper as we discuss the amazing level of intimacy God desires
with us. Books are still available in Sala Chapel.
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Youth Ministry______________________________

MAY
Saturday, May 5
Sunday, May 6
Wednesday, May 16
Sunday, May 20
Friday - Sunday May 25-27

Epiphany Youth (7-12th grade), Youth Sunday prep, 9 am to noon
Youth Sunday! + Lunch
Confirmation (year 2)
National Gathering Meeting, 6-8 pm
Memorial Day Camping Trip

JUNE & JULY
Friday–Sunday, June 8-10
Monday, June 11
Sunday, June 24
June 27-July 1
Sunday- Friday, July 22-27

Youth Assembly
Class of 2018 Graduation Party at the Gardners
National Gathering Meeting, 6-8 pm
National Youth Gathering
Kairos

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is the name of our ministry to and with youth in 7th through 12th Grades.
We have gatherings each month, which include a meal, games, songs, and time together with old and new
friends. All youth are welcome and youth are encouraged to bring friends!

LIL
YOUTH

Lil Youth COOKOUT! Alexandra and Justin will be having a cookout
in May to celebrate a wonderful year together in Lil Youth ~ please
watch your email box for a forthcoming invitation!
Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th graders
and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings this coming
year, including games, field trips, crafts, service projects, and more as
we grow in faith and friendship!
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Scholarships - For Summer Camps and College
Members of Epiphany Lutheran Church:
We are excited to announce that Congregation
Council approved a recommendation at its March
meeting to provide scholarships for Epiphany
children and youth to cover 50% of the cost of
tuition for one week at an ELCA summer camp in
summer 2018. Funds to provide these scholarships
will come from the Endowment’s annual
disbursement.
If your family is considering enrolling your child
at one of the ELCA camps this summer (for
example, Camp Caroline Furnace, Lutheridge,
Lutherock, etc.), please know that half of the
registration cost/tuition will be covered by
Epiphany. Applications for the scholarship are
available in the church office and on the Epiphany
Youth Group bulletin board. Please fill out a scholarship form so that we are aware of who is participating in
which camp programs. Turn in completed scholarship forms to the church office. (Each child in each family
may apply for one scholarship for one week. Any additional weeks for individual children will be full price
for the family).
Please notify your camp’s registrar when you register/enroll your child and notify them that 50% of the cost
will be provided by the child’s congregation. In some cases, the camp will bill us directly for the remainder.
We are glad to provide this assistance and hope that it may encourage more youth and children to try a faithbuilding week at one of our ELCA camps.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Phillip Martin and Joseph Bolick

May Baptism Birthdays
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Fellowship Ministry
Summertime Donuts
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons to bring 4 dozen
donuts and 50 donut holes from the donut shop of your choice on a
Sunday and put them in the Commons. Save your receipts and give
them to Beth Barger if you’d like to be reimbursed. Questions?
Contact Beth at 282.6066 (church) or 839.2398 (cell)

Guys Night - All men of the congregation are invited to join on the Third Thursdays nights of the month for
fellowship and faith conversation, however, for the month of May we will fold this gathering into Beer &
Hymns on Friday night, May 18.
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Fellowship Ministry
Men’s Basketball - Join us Tuesday, May 1, in Price Hall (the gym) for full court play

from 7:30 to 9pm. Bring two shirts, one light and one dark colored, which helps distinguish
teams during play.
We play the first Tuesday of each month.

Baby Birds

We will gather on Saturday, May 12, at Gallmeyer Farms "The Berry Patch". Join
us around 10:30 to pick strawberries. (See the site for strawberry prices.) Bring
a picnic lunch and hang out in picnic/playground area around 11:30.

EPIPHANY GARDEN BLESSING! May 13 @ 9:45 am
Join us for a Blessing of the Garden, (complete with a blessing of worms
with the little children!!) at 9:45 am, on Sunday, May 13. Meet at garden
side. All Sunday Schools will begin at 10:00 am to make this special
event available for everyone to attend!

Mountains of the Bible
Young singles and couples are invited to join Pastor Joseph for a six week Bible study,
meeting Monday nights at 7:30 pm, until May 21 at 3015 Urban Farmhouse at Norfolk
St. in Scotts Addition.

Memorial Day Weekend Youth & Family Camping Trip
Bear Creek Lake State Park ~ May 27 – May 29
All are welcome join us for the day on Saturday for meals, games, worship, and singing around the campfire!
For those who reserved campsites, please remember the cost is $15 per person/night or $30 for a family of 35/night make check out to Epiphany Lutheran Church, submit to church office by May 13.
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Stephen Ministry
Faith Building
An integral part of each Stephen Ministry meeting is focused on faith building - the reading and discussion of a
book that will stimulate our thinking and help us on our faith journey. The books being featured in this edition
of the Examiner differ greatly in tone; two are noted for their humor and light touch; the other two are quite
different in tone and substance as the authors share a personal loss and how they are dealing with it.
John Ortberg, senior pastor at Menlo Park Presbyterian Church in Menlo Park, California, provides two of the
books: If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat and
Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them.
In the former, he invites us for a walk. On the water. He focuses on the skills involved in
“water-walking”: discerning God’s will, transcending our fears, risking faith, managing
failure, and trusting God. Someone once observed that life begins a
the end of your comfort zone. Perhaps that also applies to one’s faith.
Employing the same humor, insight, and gift for story telling, he
zeros in on relationships and community in Everybody’s Normal Till
You Get to Know Them. The division of the contents provides an
overview: Part 1: “Normal: There’s No Such Thing, Dear”. Part 2:
“How to Get Close Without Getting Hurt”. Part 3: “The Secrets of
Strong Relationships”. In short, no one is “normal”. Yet for all our
quirks, sins, and jagged edges, we need each other. It is this question
Orthberg focuses on: how do flawed, abnormal people such as ourselves mater the forces
that can drive us apart and come together in the life-changing relationships God designed
for us?
A third book for consideration is by Jerry Sittser: When God
Doesn’t Answer Your Prayer - Insights to Keep You Praying With
Greater Faith and Deeper Hope. It is part of his response to a tragedy his family
suffered in 1991 when his mother, wife and four-year old daughter were killed in a
head-on collision. (The book is a follow up to A Grace Disguised in which he gives a
first account of the loss and his response to it).
In this second book, he wrestles with difficult questions: Why do we suffer? How can
we discover the will of God when the future seems so unclear? Why doesn’t God
answer our prayers? Part of his answer is to view prayer as an epic journey - a journey
that includes struggles and setbacks and disappointments. He raise the possibility that
perhaps how we respond in the face of the mystery of prayer is more important than
whether or not we ever find an answer to the question itself. One reader has written:
“Jerry Sittser courageously raises questions most writers conveniently ignore...this
book is painfully personal and honest, and it led me to my knees in a new and fresh
way.”
Finally, Nicholas Wolterstorff, Professor of Philosophical Theology at Yale Divinity School,
shares his family’s story of loss in Lament for a Son. This brief volume is about the death of
a son and brother in a mountain-climbing accident in Austria. As he shares his grief,
Wolterstorff writes, “So I own my grief. I do not try to put it behind me, to get over it, to
forget it. I do not try to dis-own it.” At the same time, the book is more than an essay on
grieving. The author shares this story” “ A friend told me that he had given copies of Lament
to all his children. ‘Why did you do that?’ I asked. ‘Because it is a love-song’ he said. That
took me aback. But yes, it is a love-song. Every lament is a love-song.”
These books are now available in Epiphany’s library.
Debbie Pellmann and Mike Horacek, Stephen Leaders
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Thank You
Dear Epiphany Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the Easter baskets for the youth! The kids
were excited to receive them. A few of them have never received a
basket at Easter before so they were very surprised!
Thank you again for all that you do for our clients!
Sincerely, Richmond Lutheran Family Services Office

Dear members of Epiphany,
I send this with gratitude for your support, love, and prayers
throughout both my time at the University of Richmond and at
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.
I greatly appreciate all you have done for me. I look forward to returning to the Virginia Synod for my first
call. Christ’s Peace be with you all, Alex Witt
I would like to thank everyone who sent cards and kept me in their thoughts and prayers after my recent
surgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital. It is good to be back at Epiphany on Sunday's as my recovery continues.
Thanks again, Joe Potter

Altar Care
This month is one where the paraments change color twice. The month of
May starts with white on the lectern and pulpit but on May 20th the
paraments are red. (This is a reminder for those who like to wear red on
Pentecost.)
The celebration of Easter ends on the Eighth Sunday of Easter, the Day of
Pentecost; a new day for the Christian life. Christ gives over his Spirit to
the church. Pentecost proclaims the death and resurrection of Christ by
celebrating the out-pouring of the Spirit of the risen Lord on the
community of believers.
Many thanks once again for the plastic vases we use to take the altar
flowers to the shut-ins.
Information above is from the Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook.
Peggy Roberts
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This month our group will meet in the parlor on the third Tuesday of
the month in the parlor at 11:00 am, May 15, and in June on the second
Saturday of the month at Noon, June 9. If you would like to work from
home and not attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one
of our members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we
care about: those with health issues; those in distress; those who
mourn; those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new
baby; graduate; newlyweds; to name a few.
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to request a Prayer
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist
you with your need.
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Community Service Ministry
Crossover Healthcare Ministry is a local ministry called to
provide high quality healthcare, promote wellness, and
connect community talents and resources with people in need
in the name of Jesus Christ. They’re inviting all runners and
their families to join them for their annual Moo & Brew 5K
on Saturday, June 9. This year the race starts and ends at the
Virginia War Memorial. This event features live music, great
food, and local craft beer. Also, enjoy games and activities
for the whole family. Proceeds from the race will be used to
help fund their many healthcare services in Richmond and
the surrounding counties. You can register online at
https://www.crossoverministry.org/news-events/moo-brew-5k-2018/
If you’d like to put together a team to raise donations call Corliss Hamilton at 804-422-2794 ext. 117 or email
her at chamilton@crossoverministry.org.
Here are the details!
The Date: June 9
Party Location: Virginia War Memorial – 621 S Belvidere St, Richmond, VA 23220
Time: Race begins at 6 pm – Party to follow!
Registration Fees:
Registration (pricing good through May 1)
5K Road Race – $30 (Race plus one Ticket)
Party only – $30 (3 Tickets)
5K Road Race and Party – $50 (Race plus 3 Tickets)
Individual tickets for beer as well as “Kid’s Meals" will be available for purchase at the event for $5!
*Tickets can be redeemed for either food or beverages. All attendees receive event T-shirt

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional
information, call the pantry at 565.8007.
Inclement weather? Check channel 8 for
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then
LAMB’s Basket is closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are available on the Community
Service bulletin board for those under 18.

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, May 11, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Wednesday, May 16, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d
Mission Trip?
The Community Service Ministry Team is considering sponsoring a
week long intergenerational mission trip. The team would like to gauge
the congregation's interest in participating in such an outreach ministry.
Ideally, we would like to schedule a week at an established program
through the ELCA or possibly another organization. The trip would be
centered around traveling to an area of need, either within the United
States, or possibly abroad to provide much needed work for the
community. In the past, our youth have participated in such ministries
and now we'd like to get all age groups involved. If you would be
interested in participating in such a trip please email Walt Westin at wawestin@comcast.net or contact Beth
Barger at the church office.
We will then determine if there is enough interest and possibly schedule a meeting to further explore options.
Thanks again,
Walt

MICAH Report
With the arrival of May at Southampton Elementary School, thoughts of
closure begin. Preparation for testing abounds. Outdoor recess is most valued. Summer
vacation is in sight. MICAH’s focus this month is showing teachers and staff their work is
appreciated. TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK runs through the first full week of the
month. Wednesday, May 9th, beginning at 11:00 am, Epiphany’s volunteers will have
ice cream sundaes for approximately 70 employees. If interested in helping with this event,
contact Mary Sue Oehler. msoehler3@gmail.com; 804-364-2794.
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LADIES’ SPRING LUNCHEON
JUNE 12 – 11 am
Please join us for our annual meeting and luncheon
featuring a performance by the Encore Dancers.
Choice of box luncheon of salad or sandwich plus sides and dessert
$11
Choose from these options
•
•
•

Chef Salad (turkey, ham, cheese plus hard cooked egg)
Cobb Salad (chicken, bacon, cheese, egg, veggies)
Classic Caesar

Sandwiches:
• Turkey/Avacado (Oven roasted turkey breast, sliced avocado, sprouts, Swiss cheese, cranberry sauce,
honey wheat bread),
• Club(Oven roasted turkey breast, baked ham, bacon, cheddar & provolone, honey wheat bread)
• Herb Roasted Chicken (Chicken marinated in blend of herbs & spices, Swiss cheese, pesto mayo, olive oil
& herb bread)
Indicate your choice of salad or sandwich on your check, make it out to WELCA and give to Tatter Hartmann
or put in envelope on Women’s section of bulletin board. Deadline June 4
no exceptions!
LAMB’S BASKET will be our charity recipient.
You may bring donations of either canned food items or cash
ALL WOMEN OF EPIPHANY ARE INVITED

WELCA Circles Meet
The Margaret Miller Circle will meet at 10:00 am, on Tuesday, May 8 at Donna
Josephson's home for our Annual Spring Pot Luck Luncheon. The address is 16309 Chilton
Court, Montpelier, VA 23192. Arrangements for carpooling will be made. Please feel free to
bring a friend! Any questions please call Donna Josephson 883-5955 or Jackie Collins (703)
304-8568.
The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet on May 9 at 10 am, in the Star Lodge.
Call Eileen Johnson (752-6140) with questions.
The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday, May 10, 6 pm, at Tatter Hartmann's home. If you are
interested in joining this evening circle, please contact Tatter at 804-741-0276 or tatterh@hotmail.com.
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Nursery School News
It’s Spring (maybe)! April has been a fun and exciting month. We started the
month with our annual St. Jude’s Trike-a-thon where we raised over $1000 for St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital. The children raised money and then brought their
bikes and trikes to school for a day. We talked about bike safety and they road
through a course in the parking lot. Spring break was at the beginning of the
month. After break we started our life cycle units. You will notice that in some of
the classrooms we have eggs in an incubator, praying mantis egg sacks waiting to
hatch and caterpillars that will become butterflies, as well as a ladybug habit with
ladybugs going through their life cycle. Other classrooms are going to be planting
bulbs and watching them grow!
In May we are looking forward to celebrating Teacher Appreciation
Week (May 7-9). The teachers will be treated a breakfast, a lunch
and many other goodies during the week. If you would like to help,
you should contact Sandy Hinchman at
sandy.hinchman@gmail.com. We will also have our May Day
performance by our 4-year-old class on May 25 at 11 am.
Afterwards, we will have a whole school picnic outside and The Fun
Bus will come for the children to play on. Anyone is welcome to the
performance and/or picnic. We would love to see you.
Registration is still ongoing for this year’s summer camp weeks along with next school year. If you would like
more information about either of these, you can visit our website at epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com or call
the school at 282-7506.
The month of May will also bring an end to our school year for 2017-2018. I am
looking forward to a relaxing yet productive summer and a great 2018-2019!
Starting the 3rd week in June, I will have office hours each Wednesday during the
summer from 9 am – 12 pm. If you need to get in touch with me over the summer,
please stop by one of those days or send me an email at elnsdirector@gmail.com.
I will try to get back to you as soon as possible.
Sincerely,
Jessica Hendricks

A Stephen Minister’s Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,
Be with our ministry as we walk with those who are hurting.
For those to whom we have reached out, let them hear and contemplate the invitation to have a Stephen
Minister to walk with them through their journey of grief, pain or confusion.
For those in our congregation who are suffering in silence, putting on brave faces, let them hear the message of
our ministry, realize that they don’t have to go it alone. Help them to know that sharing their struggles with us
would not be a burden or inconvenience to us but that we wait here wanting to be a blessing to them. Bring
them to us, Lord, that we might be your humble and obedient servants in thanksgiving for the grace that you
have shown to us.
We lift our prayers to you with confidence, knowing that You give us all we need.
In the name of Your Son Jesus. AMEN
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Memorial Garden and Columbarium
EPIPHANY’S MEMORIAL GARDEN AND COLUMBARIUM remembers the Saints who have gone
before us to eternal rest with our Heavenly Father:
INTERRED IN GARDEN
Linda S. Berlinghoff
Jean M. Bracken
Thomas F. Eberhard
Dana Albers Froom
William Paul Igel
Wayne R. McAfee
Harriet L. Olden
John A. Olden

INURNED IN NICHE
James Swen Anderson
Georjina E. Bergh
Carl Werth Beyer
Herta Katherine Beyer
Carl A. Bremer
Ken Crumpton, Jr.
Katherine Moseley Crumpton
H. David Decker
Fred Fluckiger, Jr.

MEMORIAL PLAQUE
William Hunter Boyer
Julian A. Bryant
Philomena M. Bryant
Margaret Sue Copenhaver
Lucy L. Cullum
Barbara Hrbek Fisher
Ronald I. Fisher
Henry Hein
Lola Holzbach Joyce

John Jacob Astor Holloman

William Henry Joyce

Carl Franklin Rehnborg Holloman
Judith G. Johnson
Stephen Bradley Jones
Brenna Renee LeFleor
Anne Teresko Malashevitz
Robert A. Mason
Frederick Robert Melhorn
Kathleen Ennison Miller
James Mitchell
Leland M. Nye
Alvin B. Ott
Maxine C. Ott
Arthur Jacob Reckenbeil, Jr.
Frances Vivian Smith
John Austin Umlauf, Jr.
Emory J. Wilson

Harland J. Kronk
Fred Lange
Harriet Lange
Ann C. Miller
Roy A. Miller, Jr.
Claire J. Mueller
Opal V. Mueller
Jean B. Nichols
Arthur Reckenbeil
Anna Reckenbeil
F. Allen Rutherford, Jr.
M. Ann Rutherford
Hilda B. Sala
Robert R. Sala
John A. Shimko, Jr.
Minnie M. Shimko
Carol Ann Hack Van Siclen
Virginia O'Rourke Stafford
Brenda Louise Garren Swartz
Kerney W. Taylor
William Byron Wake
Hoyle S. Walters
Ruby M. Walters
R. C. Williamson
21

Members in Our Prayers

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Rob Burger ‘20 - Council President
Macon Sizemore ‘19 - Vice President
Jennifer Baker ‘21 - Council Secretary
Tim Sparks ‘19 - Treasurer
Council Members
Wayne Shimko ‘19
Ray Spletzer ‘19
Kyle Anderson ‘20
Leigh Dunavant ‘20
Greg Parker ‘21
Linda Reckenbeil ‘21

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org
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20 Pentecost
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy
Communion
Noon Congregational Spring
Banquet, Price Hall
6:00 pm National Youth
Gathering Meeting, Star
Lodge
27
8:30 am Worship w/Holy
Communion
10:30 am Worship w/Holy
Comm.

13
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers,
Balcony
9:45 am Garden Blessing
10:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am New(er) members
class, Chapel
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy
Communion

6 Youth Sunday
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy
Communion
9:30 am Blood Press. Readings, Parlor
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am New(er) members
class, Chapel
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy
Communion
Noon Youth Lunch, Star
Lodge

Sunday

28
Office Closed
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7:00 pm Stephen Ministry Mtg, Star Lodge

7:00 pm Finance Team
Meeting, Chapel

14

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry Mtg, Star Lodge

6:00 pm ELNS Board
Meeting, Chapel

7

Monday

29

7:00 pm Community
Service Team Mtg, Chapel
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge

22
10:00 am Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge

7:00 pm Council Mtg,
Chapel

15
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel
11:30 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace

30
10 am Archives, Narthex

6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel

23
10 am Archives, Narthex

16
9:30 LAMB’s Basket, Oakview
Ave
10 am Archives, Narthex
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints
7:00 pm Confirmation, Year II
only
7:00 pm Timothy Ministers
Meeting, Star Lodge

6:00 pm Sundaes on Wednesdays, Price Hall

9
10 am Archives, Narthex
10:00 am Clara Sullivan Circle,
Star Lodge

Wednesday
2
10 am Archives, Narthex
6:00 pm Music Olympics
(Singing Saints), Music Room
6:30 pm Cherub Choir, Rm 104
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

1
7:00 pm HHOPE Ministry
Mtg, Chapel
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge
7:30 pm Men’s Basketball,
Price Hall
8
10:00 am Margaret Miller
Circle
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel
11:30 am Men’s “Manna”
lunch, Grapevine
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge

May 2018
Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

31
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

24
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

11:30 am Men’s Lunch, Nick’s
Roman Terrace

Family Camping weekend
Bear Creek

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex
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7:00 pm Beer and
Hymns, Strangeway’s
Brewery

18

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

6:00 pm Katie Luther Circle

17
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

11
9:30 am LAMB’s
Basket, Oakview Ave

4
7:30 pm Richmond
Concert Chorale, Sanctuary

10
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

3
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel
5:30 pm Food Truck Block Party,
Church parking lot

Saturday

10:00 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

26
9 am-Noon Quilters,
Price Hall
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10:30 am “Baby Birds”
Berry picking at Gallmeyer Farms

12
10:00 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

5
9:00 am Youth Rehearsal

Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church
1400 Horsepen Road
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road
Richmond, VA 23226
Phone: 804-282-6066
Fax: 804-282-6067
www.epiphanyelca.org

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage Pd.
Richmond, VA
Permit # 711

Address Service Requested

a congregation of the ELCA

Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca
FROM THE ARCHIVES
May 22, 1955: The Congregation of Epiphany voted to proceed with a building program. This was the first of
four capital campaigns for this construction. It resulted in the building of a Sanctuary, Narthex, Offices, and
other administration rooms. The cost of this initial construction created a debt of $106,873 as of 1960.

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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