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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy 

January 2018 
Consecration Sunday 

Our Gifts for God’s Kingdom 

January 21, 2018 

On Sunday, January 21st we will celebrate the abundant gifts of God’s 

Kingdom to us with the consecration of our commitments and pledges to 

the important work of Epiphany Lutheran Church and its annual operating 

budget. 

8:30 am and 11:00 am Worship Services 

12:15 pm Consecration Luncheon and Ministry Fair 

 

Commitment Cards  
Commitment Cards were mailed to each confirmed member of the congregation in late December. Please 

complete the Commitment Card and return it to Epiphany by the morning of January 21st. There will be 

White Drop Off boxes in the Commons or you may mail the Commitment Card to the church using the 
envelope provided in the mailing. Electronic giving is available through the Simply Giving program. 
It’s easy to do – forms are available in the Commons and in the church office. Please help us reach 

our goal of 100% participation by returning your Commitment Cards! 
 

Consecration Sunday Luncheon - Sunday, January 21st at 12:15 pm  
 Please RSVP! 

A Consecration Luncheon will be held in Price Hall following the 11:00 service to celebrate the 
congregation’s gifts to our church. A light lunch of sandwiches, chips, fruits and cheeses, and desserts 
will be served in an informal setting. The total amount of the congregation’s commitments will be 

announced at the meal. In past years, a Consecration dinner had been held in December, but feedback 
from the congregation indicated that shifting the meal to January and to the daytime hours might make 
it easier for busy families to attend as well as those members who do not like to travel after dark. 
Please let us know if you plan on attending the Consecration Luncheon so we can properly plan 

the meal. You can sign up for the luncheon in the Commons or notify the church office at 804-282-

6066 or churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org. 
 

Community Service Ministry Fair - Sunday, January 21st at 12:15 pm 
Do you want to get involved with the service ministry programs supported by our congregation? Do you 

want to learn more about how we’re involved in our communities? Tables will be set up during the 

Consecration Sunday Luncheon for members who have questions about how they can become more 
active in our many outreach programs. See where God is calling you to use your gifts in his kingdom! 

mailto:churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
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Words from our Pastor 
As we take a year to focus on our congregation’s community service 
ministries, I have been pondering a question: Why do I serve others? What is 
it that compels me to step out of my way to contribute my time, talent, and 
treasure to others? Why don’t I do it more often? What about you? Why do 
you serve in the ways that you do? 
 

My guess is there are many answers people might give to that question. Some 
serve because they see a need in the community and want to help meet it. 
They see it as a part of their baptismal call to “strive for justice and peace in 
all the earth.” Others may serve because of a specific personal connection to a 
place, event, or cause. Others may want to “give back” as a response to 
something they’ve received. Others may do it out of habit or obligation 
because they’ve seen service modeled by people in their family. Some of us 
may even serve others out of a sense of guilt that we have buried within. All 
of those, to one degree or another, can be worthy reasons for participating in 
service to others.  
 

In one of his most important works, On the Freedom of a Christian, Martin Luther made the following 
provocative statement about the Christian’s reason for serving others: 
  

 “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. 
 A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” 
 

The two sentences seem contradictory at first, but he makes an important point: Luther is trying to correct the 
belief that a person can justify his or her worth before God by anything he or she does or says. Christ alone 
accomplishes that for us. In Him we are lords, free from anything that binds us. God’s love in Jesus has 
released us from the sin of trying to prove ourselves, even though honorable acts of service.  

 

However, at the same time, Christ binds us in service to our neighbor. Once we realize our total freedom in 
Christ through faith, that same faith places us at the feet of everyone. We meet Jesus in each person and desire 
to continue that ongoing work of liberty by helping to release others from whatever binds them, be it grief…or 
hunger…or poverty…or addiction…or illness…or loneliness…or homelessness…or any of the particular 
causes that our service ministries or charitable organizations seek to address. And service to neighbor isn't 
limited to the church’s programs. Each day we meet our neighbor in many different ways. 
 

All that is to say our true and only reason for serving others is a response to God’s grace to us. The church 
must always be on guard that it does not begin seeing its service ministries as some type of justification of its 
existence, as if we are only worth anything so long as we are out “doing something” in the community. When 
this happens, we need to remember we are lords of all. Christ has set us free from trying to justify ourselves. 
As our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has said, the church is not just a social service organization with 
sacraments. The Church primarily gathers around God’s Word, not common causes, not noble efforts of 
charity. God’s Word renews our faith and reminds us of who and whose we are. 
 

On the other hand, we must remember that Christ does not set us free to be complacent or ignorant of the 
world’s needs. The church is a place where we are renewed in God’s grace and empowered, again and again, 
to go out the world with grateful hearts that seek to give and hands that desire to serve.  
 

When I contemplate why I serve, Epiphany’s objective in service helps me remember the best reason I can 
give: At Epiphany we cultivate Christ-like servants who respond to God’s grace by loving our 
neighbors as ourselves. I am so thankful Christ has made me a lord. You are one, too. We are so thankful, in 
fact, that we turn around to serve. 
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 
 

Pastor Phillip 
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At its November meeting, Church Council decided to apportion the Christmas and Easter offerings as follows: 

Forwarding Faith (Youth Ministry)      15% 

ACTS: prevent homelessness               15% 

Tuckahoe Rescue Squad               10% 

Crossover Ministry                      10% 

Camp Caroline Furnace              30% 

Lutheran Family Services              10% 

GraceInside, Prison Ministry         10% 

At our December meeting we welcomed our new members and elected our officers. We thank the three 

outgoing members whose terms end January 31. (Lyle Gleason, Amy Boyle and Ramona Schaeffer) for their 

years of service.  

Congregation Council 

Rob Burger ‘20 - Council President 

Macon Sizemore ‘19 - Vice President 

Jennifer Baker ‘21 - Council Secretary 

Tim Sparks ‘19 - Treasurer 

Council Members  

Wayne Shimko ‘19 

Ray Spletzer ‘19 

Kyle Anderson ‘20 

Leigh Dunavant ‘20 

Linda Reckenbeil ‘21 

Greg Parker   ‘21 

ANNUAL LEADERSHIP ORIENTATION 
Saturday, January 20 

10:00 am—Noon, Chapel 

All ministry team leaders and council members are asked to attend this orientation to review the Group 

Ministry model, the budget, and other leadership responsibilities in the life of Epiphany. If you are unable to 

attend, you will need to set up a time with the church office to go over this information, 282-6066. 

Congregation Council News 
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THANK YOU ONE AND ALL 
 
Many thanks to the many individuals who have already shared their musical talents with us during the Advent 
season, and we look forward to all those who will share their talents during the Christmas season. We are 
fortunate to have so many talented persons as part of our church family. We appreciate everyone’s willingness 
to participate and offer their talents back to the glory of God! 
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR REMINDERS 
 
Both the Singing Saints and Cherub Choirs will resume normal rehearsal schedules on Wednesday, January 3 
at 6:30 pm. Cherub Choir will participate in worship leadership on Sunday, January 14. The Junior Handbell 
Choir will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, January 3 at 7:00 pm. in the balcony. Please note there is no 
Singing Saints rehearsal on January 31. 
 
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS?  BE A PART OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
 
Are you one who likes New Year’s resolutions?  If so, why not take this opportunity to be a part of our music 
ministry here at Epiphany? We have many options available for those who enjoying singing, playing an 
instrument, and ringing handbells. We have groups of musicians of all ages! Remember, all you need is a 
willingness to learn and have fun – as a group, we’ll take care of the rest! Give one of our many music 
ministries a try in 2018! No contribution is too small – if there are many of us, the work is easy! 
 
 

Mystery Hymn Word of the Week 
 

“Ineffably”? “Supernal”? “Diadem”? 
 
Notice something new in the worship bulletin each week? On the front page we now feature a “Mystery Hymn 
Word of the Week.” Hymns are often chock-full of great vocabulary words that rarely, if ever get used in reg-
ular conversation. Sometimes their meanings can be a mystery to us, yet their use can add color to our praise 
of God and deepen the expression of our faith. Each week we will select one such mystery word from one of 
our hymns and give its definition. As you sing along, see if you can figure out which word it is. Tell the pastor 
as you leave! 

 

Please join the Kenyon College Chasers for a free a cappella concert of contemporary songs from a variety of 
genres, in four-part harmony, on Thursday, January 4, 2018 at 7 PM in the sanctuary.   

The Kenyon College Chasers, founded in 1964, are the oldest student-run singing group on Kenyon's campus in 
Gambier, Ohio.  On campus, they perform an hour-long concert featuring (almost) entirely new material toward 
the end of each semester and perform at other functions as requested.   

We are pleased to welcome them at Epiphany during their annual January week-long tour.  The show will be 
followed by a dessert reception.  Any questions please contact Tracey Fatzinger (class of 1991) at 
tfatzinger@gmail.com. 

Music Ministry 

mailto:tfatzinger@gmail.com
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Altar Care 
 
 

A picture to behold: the poinsettias that adorned the chancel 
on Christmas Eve. Thanks to many people who made this 
happen. 
 

Liturgical Colors 
The church year calendar is known as a liturgical calendar 
year which shapes the outward signs of changes in the 
church. The sermons, hymns and other music along with the 
color changes in the Paraments is a way we celebrate and 
remember the acts of God in our lives today.  
 

Liturgical colors help us respond to the colors of each season. 
There are five basic colors: white, red, green, violet or purple 
and black. In recent years, the colors scarlet red, blue and 
gold were added.  
Advent’s color was the beautiful shade of blue used on the 
four Sundays in that season. This year it ended on Sunday December 24th.  Immediately after the Sunday 
service the Paraments were changed to Gold for the Christmas Eve services.  
 

The gold Paraments are used only on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Easter. This signifies value and 
worth; the great joy of our Savior’s birth and then again his new birth at his resurrection. Except for the 
Epiphany of our Lord (which we will celebrate on January 7) and the Transfiguration of our Lord  
(February 11) the paraments will remain green until Ash Wednesday. Green, the color of growing things, 
reminds us of the Spirit’s ongoing promise to help us grow into the stature of Christ. 
 
Peggy Roberts 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
January Altar Care Servers:  
8:30 am Bonnie Garringer & Melissa Urban 
11:00 am Wayne Shimko, Olivia Dillard & Greg Claud  
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Finance Ministry 

 

 
 
As of November 30th year to date, our receipts of $654,690 are ahead of budget by $758 and expenses of $591,409 
are $10,363 less than budget.  We have a favorable surplus of $63,281 which is ahead of our budgeted surplus of 
$52,160 by $11,121.   
Please note that the 2017 surplus will be used to cover Brighten Our Light campaign expense such as meetings, 
supplies, postage and all remaining allocated to the Brighten Our Light Campaign. 
 
Regular member giving is $635,635 which is ahead of budget by $4,986 for the year and up 2% over 2016 after 
adjusting for one less week in 2017.  Total income is $758 ahead of budget. 
 
Total expenses year to date are $591,409 which is $10,363 below our budget due to favorability in Property 
expenses, Worship (Third Sunday Service paid out of dedicated), Media and Admin.   
Compared to prior year, total expenses are favorable by $20,966 due to staffing changes and timing/savings of 
insurance payments. 
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Faith Formation 

Completed Advent Posters will be up in Price Hall on January 7! 
If you missed the Advent Coloring Posters during the season, stop by Price Hall to take a look and take a 

moment to add your thoughts to the final poster, which asks us to look at ways we will keep Advent in our 

hearts and minds throughout the year to come!  

Thank you to everyone who helped color the posters throughout the season.  Coloring Posters are for all ages 

to provide a time to relax, reflect, connect with others!  

Reflect on 2017 and Think Ahead to 2018 
Intergenerational Event in Price Hall 

Sunday, December 31, 2017 at 9:45 

 

Join us for some fun and fellowship as we  reflect on 2017 and think ahead to 

what will be happening in 2018! 

 

“You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in 

the morning.”   Psalm 90:5 

 

Regular Sunday School will begin meeting again on Sunday, January 7, 2018!  

  

Vacation Bible School 2018 
As you look ahead to 2018, make sure you save the date! 

 

As the planning process begins for Vacation Bible School, we are still looking for 1-2 additional VBS 

Directors to help plan and deliver a faith filled week with fun, snacks, games, crafts, stories and so much 

more! Interested but have questions? Contact Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org, or Kristy 

Anderson, kristyanderson38@gmail.com, for more information.  

 

 

 Date: July 16-20, 2018 

 Time: 8:45 am—12:00 noon 

 Who: Ages 3 to Rising 5th Graders 

  Registration opens in March!  
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Adult Faith Formation—Sunday School  

Sunday Morning Offerings—9:45 am 
 

Great Christian Churches will begin on Sunday, January 14  in Price Hall.  

Now that we will be adding to and modifying our church 

building again, join Barry Westin to look at other Christian 

churches built over the years. Similar to the course on Gothic 

Cathedrals offered a few years ago, half of the time will be 

devoted to a video on the churches presented by Dr. William 

Cook.  

Over the course of our time together, we will take a look at a 

wide range of churches including Russian Orthodox, 

Romanesque, Gothic, the Wooden Stave churches of Norway, 

Quaker meeting houses, the National Cathedral in Washington, 

D.C. and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.  

Facilitators for our Adult Sunday School Classes 

Availability on Sundays, 9:45 am 

 

Maybe you have never thought about leading one of our Adult 

Sunday School classes, but maybe you should…There are so many 

different studies and opportunities to learn about Jesus in different 

and exciting ways, it would almost be impossible to not find 

something you would be excited to share with your church family 

here at Epiphany!  

Facilitating a Sunday School class as part of a teaching team will 

provide you with the opportunity to deepen and grow your own faith 

in so many ways. And our Adult Sunday School Offerings offer a 

shorter term commitment level—you can choose to facilitate a lesson or study that is as short as 4 weeks in 

many cases. Interested in learning more? Please contact Cheryl by email, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org, or 

call the church office, to have your questions about serving our church community through facilitating a 

Sunday Morning Adult Class answered!  

From Conflict to Communion will begin on Sunday, January 21 in Sala 

Chapel.  

Join Pastor Phillip Martin to further explore the five imperatives established in 

From Conflict to Communion: Lutheran—Catholic Common Commemoration of 

the Reformation in 2017; Report of the Lutheran–Roman Catholic Commission 

on Unity.  
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Adult Faith Formation—Bible Studies 

January Baptism Birthdays 

  

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
aka Mom’s Bible Study meets Thursday mornings in Sala Chapel. The 

nursery opens at 9:30 am and discussion starts at 9:45 am. 

The study guide for our series this fall: “Twelve More Women of the 

Bible” will guide us to explore the lessons about the Shulamite Woman, 

Ruth, Puah and Shiprah, and Esther. All are welcome to join us for this 

small group Bible study through spiritual lessons from biblical women 

and what they mean for our lives today.  

January 4 we will explore Session 8: Mary and Martha: Finding Life in 

Death.  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
On Tuesday, January 2 at 10:30 am, we will discuss Chapter 15 

of Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action.  
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action continues to meet at 6:30 

pm in Sala Chapel. Sometimes our lives seem powerless. Not so 

for the people of the early church. Jesus transformed their lives 

and they changed the world! Acts is the extraordinary record of 

what they did. The power that we see in action in this book is the 

same power that can transform our lives.  
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LIL 

YOUTH 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS in JANUARY

 
 

Wednesday, January 10  Confirmation 

Sunday, January 14   Winter Olympics for Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grade) 

Wednesday, January 24  Timothy Ministry Meeting 

Friday-Sunday, January26-28  Winter Celebration Retreat (9-12th grade) “Weekend 2” 

Wednesday, January 31   Confirmation   
 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is the name of our ministry to and with youth in 7th through 12th Grades.   
We have gatherings each month,  which include a meal, games, songs, and time together with old and new 
friends.  All youth are welcome and youth are encouraged  to bring friends! 

 
 

Youth Ministry______________________________ 

Lil Youth headed to BOWL AMERICA on Sunday, January 7! 

We will leave from the Star Lodge after the 11am service. Our 

bowling activity is for the whole family so don't hesitate to bring 

younger (or older) siblings and to join us for and afternoon of fun! 

Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th 

graders and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings this 

coming year, including games, field trips, crafts, service projects, and 

more as we grow in faith and 

friendship! 
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Stephen Ministry - A Testimonial 
I want to recommend the Stephen Ministry at Epiphany to anyone who may be struggling with personal 

problems, especially those men in our congregation who may be struggling right now. Stephen Ministers are 

well-trained lay caregivers, who provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to anyone who might 

be hurting. If you are unsure of whether a Stephen Minster can help you, let me share my personal experience 

with you. 

A number of years ago, I experienced a divorce. It was a difficult time for 

me and I knew that I was hurting, but like many men I did not believe I 

needed any special help. I had spoken with my pastor and he recommended 

that I meet with a Stephen Minister from our congregation. I didn’t know 

much about the Stephen Ministry, but trusted my pastor’s advice and agreed 

to give it a try; one more member in my support group certainly couldn’t 

hurt. 

I contacted our Stephen Ministry Leader and was assigned my own Stephen 

Minister. As I recall, we initially agreed to meet once a week for the first 

month, but then decided to meet every two weeks thereafter. At first I was 

reluctant to share much personal information with my Stephen Minister, but 

decided to challenge myself and move out of my comfort zone. I began to 

share more about my family life and how my faith had played a part in those 

relationships. With each meeting it became easier for me to share my 

feelings. As I began to share more, I felt good about myself for taking the 

risk. Eventually, I found myself talking less about challenges in my failed 

marriage and more about the ongoing challenges with my faith. 

My Stephen Minister listened to me, without offering specific advice or inflecting any personal judgment. He 

asked me questions to try to better understand my situation and feelings. He expressed a genuine concern for 

what I was experiencing and assured me that I was not alone in my struggles. Relationships in marriages, as 

well as those in personal faith, are always being challenged. We prayed together for Christ to hear our prayers 

and bring peace and healing into my life. Our meetings allowed me a time to talk through my feelings and put 

them into words we could both better understand. Just knowing that a fellow Epiphany member would commit 

to such a rigorous training program, volunteer his free time to listen to my concerns and pray with me, assured 

me that my Stephen Minister was committed to my healing. 

Through our meetings, I developed a great trust and respect for my Stephen Minister. In between meetings, I 

sought out quiet times, away from the “noise” of daily life, to reflect back on those conversations that I had 

shared with my Stephen Minister. In those quiet times, I was able to identify areas of my life that were within 

my control and those things that I could manage and allowed my faith in Christ to take care of the rest. 

Gradually, a sense of peace and hope began to replace thoughts of fear and doubt and I knew I was on the right 

path towards healing. After meeting with my Stephen Minister for about two months, I was in a much better 

place and we agreed to end our regular Stephen Ministry meetings. 

Although our regular Stephen Ministry meetings have ended, we continue to talk whenever we see each other. 

We talk socially now about different things, as friends do. However, our private discussions will always 

remain private. Stephen Ministry respects the privacy of those individuals in their care. My experience has 

given me a deep respect and appreciation for what our Stephen Ministry can do for anyone who may be 

suffering with personal pain. 

Continue on next page…. 
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Our Journey to the Christ Child 

Our journey to the Christ Child was made more visually beautiful 

this year. It will continue for years to come because of the efforts of 

several committed members of our congregation. A gracious thanks 

to the following persons: 

Monk Wachter - He rewired the lighting using new LED bulbs to 

enhance the vision of the angels and star. 

Warren Hammer - He helped to place the star and angels high above 

Bethlehem. 

Le Lew - He consistently moves Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds and 

the Wise Men every week across the lawn to Bethlehem. 

Tatter Hartmann - She made new clothing for Mary and the Wise 

Men and dressed the figures on the lawn. 

Russ Johnson and Bruce Garringer - They built a new Little Town 

of Bethlehem from the bottom up in a way that should keep it in 

good shape for years to come. 

Steve Collins - He helped to assemble and erect the town. 

Thank you so much for making these improvements and using your time and your talents to the Glory of God! 

The Stewardship Team 

In closing, I would like to say that my experience with the Stephen Ministry at Epiphany provided me a 

positive first step towards spiritual healing after a painful divorce. Stephen Ministry is not the total answer to 

all problems, but working through Christ with a Stephen Minister can renew your spirit and point you in the 

right direction. When you take care of those things that are within your control, the rest of life’s problems 

become more manageable. 

So, if you are experiencing personal pain, don’t suffer in silence. Don’t waste your time talking to total 

strangers who may not have your best interests at heart. If you already have a good support network of family 

and friends, consider adding a spiritual member to your team. The Stephen Ministry at Epiphany is part of 

your Christian family. They are well-trained lay caregivers, committed to your spiritual well being. Don’t wait 

and suffer another day, call the Stephen Ministry at Epiphany today. 

 

Stephen Ministry - A Testimonial, cont’d 
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Thank You 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS 

All are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith on Wednesday, 

January 3 beginning with dinner in Price Hall at 5:45. Choir rehearsals, Bible 

Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered.  

Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and 

under. Household max is $20.00. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church 

office by Monday night at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org 

The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on 

the sign up sheets. 

Are you able to lend a hand with serving or clean up? The sign up sheets are at the Welcome Desk or contact 

Beth Barger at 282-6066. 

Fellowship Ministry 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 
Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those in need 
of God’s embrace. 
 
The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak 
which envelopes the wearer both physically and spiritually, in 
prayer and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a 
commanded blessing, given by God. 
 
Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer 
Shawls for those in need of comfort and inner strength. 
 
This month our group will try new meeting times and they are to 
be on the third Tuesday of the month in the parlor at 11:00 am. and 
at 7:00 pm., January 16, 2018.  There is always room for at least 1 
or 2 more so please don't hesitate to attend. Lessons will also be 
offered.  We would love to teach the youth of our church to knit 
or crochet.  If you would like to learn this art, please either call me or attend our meeting. If you would like 
to work from home and not attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one of our members also. 
 
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care about: those with health issues; 
those in distress; those who mourn; those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; 
graduate; newlyweds; to name a few. 
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to request a Prayer Shawl 
for someone you know that is in need of comfort.  Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist you with 
your need. 

http://www.epiphanyelca.org
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Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Friday, January 12, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 17, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 
 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. 
Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 
 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 
Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Community Service Ministry 

LAMB’s Basket Food Drive  

We will be handing out grocery bags with a list of needed food items 
for The LAMB’s Basket on Sunday, January 7, immediately 
following both services. Our GOAL for this drive is to bring in 
850 pounds of food to send to the pantry. We hope that you will 
provide support either through buying requested groceries or 
providing financial support. Needed items are: Canned Spaghetti 
Sauce, 16 oz. Box of Spaghetti, Cereal, Canned Meat, Canned 
Vegetables (especially corn), Soup, Canned Fruit, Mac and 
Cheese, Peanut Butter, and Grape Jelly. If you wish to participate, 
we ask that you bring your donations to the church by Sunday, 
January 21, or as soon as you are able. Thank you so much for 
your continued support for this much needed community 
organization. Any questions check out our church display or call 
Cheryl Hamm at (804) 399-7650. 

The Giving Tree  

 A big thank you to all who supported us in this ministry.  

The congregation bought and delivered gifts for 140 children from local schools 

and children from Lutheran Family Services. The families of these children are 

most grateful for all that you have provided to give their children joy and 

excitement during this Christmas season.  

tel:%28804%29%20399-7650
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Epiphany’s Blood Drives  

The need for blood is ever-present and your continued support is absolutely necessary.  
Epiphany’s blood drives for 2018 have already been scheduled with Virginia Blood Services.  
Please mark the following dates in your calendar:  January 7, March 11, July 8 and September 
30.  All of the drives will be held in Price Hall. Thank you again for your wonderful support. 
Carl Erickson 

Blood donations are needed more than ever during the holidays. Please consider supporting Epiphany's Blood 
Drive on January 7 (Epiphany Sunday) in Price Hall from 8am-12:15pm. A sign up sheet is in the commons.  

If you are unable to participate on that day, you can still give at any Virginia Blood Services location. If you 
do, please give the VBS staff Epiphany's code # 5647. 

Thank you for supporting this important mission. Questions? Contact Carl Erickson cferickson@gmail.com or 
804 873 5163. 

WELCA Circles Meet 

 

The Margaret Miller Circle will meet on January 9, 10:00 am in the Star Lodge. 
Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Ann Decker 266-6007, with any 
questions. 
 

The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet on Wednesday, January10, 10:00 am in the Star Lodge. 
Peggy Roberts is hostess and she will present the program. Please contact Eileen Johnson with 
any questions. 804-513-3005. 
 

The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday, January 11, 6 pm. Stephanie Horacek is our hostess. If you 
are interested in joining our circle that meets in the evening, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 804-741-0276 
(please leave a message) or at tatterh@hotmail.com. 
 

“BRIDGES CONNECT PEOPLE AND IDEAS” 

Painting Exhibit and Silent Auction 

This project was an overwhelming success—netting $915.00 for the WELCA Remembrance Garden.  Thanks 
to all who participated in the auction and a special thanks to all those who purchased paintings.  All paintings 
purchased may be picked up at the church office.  Please make your check payable to WELCA and write 
“painting” in the memo line. 
           Iris Will 

mailto:cferickson@gmail.com
mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com


 17 

 

The contract with the architect has been signed by both parties. Based on responses from the various Ministry 
teams and a review of these responses with the architect the following schedule has been established: 
 
Sometime around the second week of January a working draft of a 
design concept will be presented to the Building Team. 
The next few weeks will entail discussions with the Building Team. 
 
By early February we hope to have Schematic Design drawings 
reflecting proposed floor plans, site level plans and written 
narratives by the structural engineers, the landscape architects, the 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineers. 
 

To recap our requirements to the architect: 
  

Welcoming Areas 
New and expanded “Commons” 
Renovate Narthex 
Maybe move Parlor 
Coffee Bar 
New Main Toilet Rooms and drinking fountains. 
 

Office Suite 
Office Suite for 5-6 staff personnel 
Conference room and work/storage room 
 

Education Wing 
Renovate first floor toilet rooms 
Add toilet rooms to second floor 
Add an elevator to the second floor 
 
Existing Chapel Renovation  
Convert existing Chapel area to a Music Room/Multi Use space 
 

Site and Exterior Accessibility 
Widen access from Horsepen Road 
Rework the drop off driveway (the loop) 
Add additional parking spaces 
 

Of course, we may have a “chicken and egg” situation. How much of the above can we afford? It seems 
certain that till we get estimated costs based on the design we cannot answer this question. 
 

The Building Team has placed a road map in the Commons for your reviewing of upcoming mile markers. 
Any feedback or questions should be emailed to epiphanyvision2020@gmail.com or ask any member of the 
team, Pastor Martin, team leader Steve Collins, Carole Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel 
McKean, Karen Myers, Brian Ozlin, Kristine Quann, Ray Spletzer, and Paul Sweet. 
 

WALK THE JOURNEY  WORSHIP THE CHRIST  WITNESS WITH JOY 
 

Building Team Update 

mailto:epiphanyvision2020@gmail.com
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 
 
 
 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Times 
 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
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www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

From The Archives 

January 30, 1977 – Epiphany’s congregation celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary.  The Rev. James R. 
Crumley, Jr., D.D., LCA Secretary, attended as the guest preacher.  At the same service, the premiere of the 
anthem 'In Thy Light Shell We See Light" written for Epiphany was performed.  A fellowship luncheon 
followed at 12 PM.  Lastly, a special anniversary gift fund was created to aid a mission congregation, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, in Orange, VA. 

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

