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This year Easter Sunday falls on April
Fools’ Day. At first, that seems like
something we as people of faith might
want to ignore or underplay. After all,
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
is no prank. The first witnesses at the
empty tomb were not playing a joke
on the disciples. The risen Jesus really
did spend time with his friends before
he ascended, and he spent much of
that time very seriously dispelling any
rumors and doubt about what had
happened that first Easter day. Easter is not the church’s April Fool’s joke on us or anyone else.
And yet…there is something about Christian faith and the gospel of Jesus that is utterly foolish, isn’t there?
That Almighty God would become flesh and dwell among us sounds like a foolish proposition, especially
considering how vulnerable that makes God. That God’s Son would begin his ministry at the margins of
society, reaching out to the sick, dying, and forgotten is quite ludicrous, especially when we realize he could
have had legions of power at his disposal. Breaking religious laws for the sake of inaugurating God’s kingdom
of righteousness? That is definitely something a fool would do. And just think about the cross! Dying for the
sake of others, and in such an ignominious way? As the apostle Paul states in his letter to the Corinthians, “the
word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God” (1 Corinthians 1:18). To those who understand the life and death of Jesus the crucifixion does not seem
foolish at all. It is the power of God! And yet the eyes of the world will always first see it that way.
The cross of Jesus can also make us appear foolish, too, as we live our faith in the world. For example, we are
called to serve all people, especially those who may be easy to overlook. We strive for justice and peace in all
the earth, rather than just content ourselves with the way things are. Taking elements of discipleship like these
to heart can really lead us to places and into decisions that others around us may consider a pointless waste of
time and energy.
As a way of encouraging us, God has always raised up among us those we might define as “fools in Christ”—
people who are no more holy or beloved than you and I are but who lived their faith in exemplary ways in
extraordinary situations. Their lives seem very foolish unless you see that Christ is shining through what they
do, reconciling the world to God. In many beautiful and unique ways they inspire us to think of how we, in
fact, may be fools in Christ in our time. These fools can also point us to the sacrifice that Jesus made for
everyone on the cross, which is one of the main focal points of Lent, the season leading up to Easter. These
people can help us see that what at first looks like a crazy waste of God’s power is actually the wisdom of his
love at work for us, and that the foolish work we accomplish in response to God’s love is actually preparing
the earth for the glorious life to come.
On the Wednesdays leading up to an April Fools’ Day Easter this year we will offer a look at the lives of some
of these remarkable saints. Arising from the diverse backdrop of Christian history, these individuals’ stories
will illumine what it is like to live as a “fool in Christ” and give us ideas about how we may respond to Jesus’
love in similar ways here and now. Lenten Wednesday worship services will be held at 12 noon and 7 pm
each week beginning Ash Wednesday, not including the Wednesday of Holy Week. We invite you to be
foolish along with us and see how God continues to bless us with great men and women of faith.
Pastor Phillip Martin
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Building Team Update
Building Team Update
Your Building Team recently reviewed the first working draft of a
design concept for the renovation and expansion of the Church.
Highlights included:
*Expansion of the Commons area from 1500 square feet to a total of
3300 square feet, including portions of the current Commons
*Expansion of the office area from 1026 square feet to 1671 square
feet allowing for 5 offices, a conference room, and a
secretary/reception area.
*An additional drop-off entry into the Commons are. This is
accomplished by redesigning the “loop” parking lot.
*Conversion of the Sala Chapel into a music room with built in
storage along side walls. The chapel/music room would still maintain
some multipurpose function. The existing music room would become
a renovated Nursery.
* Pending a review by the structural engineer an elevator to the
second floor.
* Bathrooms on the second floor. A number of options as to location – maybe partition the “Upper Room”
since the plumbing is already at that end of the building.
* Building Team members and architect are working to make sure that any current ministries or offices
displaced by new designs have ample space in the re-design.
Dialogue with the architect and his staff is ongoing. (It’s apparent that so far the architect has put a lot of effort
and brain-power into our project). One can readily appreciate how the new site plan achieves the intended
connection between the Columbarium and the Cross. (The center of the Columbarium is on a direct line to the
cross).
Our next steps in the Schematic Design phase include refining the revised building floor plans and establishing
locations for the major program spaces. We have set a milestone goal of early February to have this complete
so we can start the process for selecting a Construction Manager and solidifying an initial cost estimate for the
proposed design. Once the Architect completes the Schematic Design documents the budgeting and CM
selection process will take approximately 3-4 weeks +/-.
Initial expenses for surveys and legal fees have come in well within budget.
Your Building team consists of the following members: Pastor Martin, team leader Steve Collins, Carole
Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel McKean, Karen Myers, Bryan Ozlin, Kristine Quann,
Ray Spletzer, and Paul Sweet.

WALK THE JOURNEY WORSHIP THE CHRIST WITNESS WITH JOY
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Finance Ministry

Financial Highlights for 2017
•

Total Income was $731,361 which was $5,551 ahead of our budget. Member giving was up 1% vs 2016

•

Total Expenses of $731,361 include the following notable items:
Surplus of $72,165 for 2017 was allocated per congregational vote with $50,000 going to Brighten
Our Light campaign and the remaining $22,165 going to unrestricted surplus for future use.
Worship was favorable $8,405 as the budgeted expenses for the third Sunday Service were paid out
of the dedicated account.
Property was favorable $5,681 across several categories including Janitorial and Insurance.
Administration was favorable $2,956 with favorable variances in telephone and internet and moving
Commitment Sunday into January.
Salaries were unfavorable $4,354 due to a budget error in planning for Medical/Disability/Survivor
expenses. Procedure changes were put into place to ensure this does not happen in the future.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS!
February 14 - Ash Wednesday, Noon and 7:00 pm service
March 11 - daylight savings time!
Turn clocks ahead 1 hour before going to bed on Saturday, March 10.
March 25 - Passion Palm Sunday, 8:30 and 11:00 am service
March 29 - Maundy Thursday, Noon and 7:00 pm service
March 30 - Good Friday, Noon and 7:00 pm service
April 1 - Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day, 8:00 , 9:30 and 11:00 am service
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Music Ministry
Children’s Choir Reminders
Both the Cherub Choir and Singing Saints will meet each Wednesday in
February for rehearsal. Please note that rehearsals will begin 15 minutes earlier
starting Ash Wednesday, February 14 (6:15 – 6:45).
The Cherub Choir will sing in worship on February 18 at both services. The
Singing Saints will sing in worship on February 11 at both services.

Junior Handbells will only meet on February 7 in the balcony at 7:00 p.m.
They will participate in worship at both services on February 25. This group
takes a break from rehearsing during the Lenten season.
Adult Chancel Choirs
Having a group of voices helping to lead the sung portions of our worship services is such a blessing.
And it is easy to be a part of this ministry! For our 8:30 worship, singers meet in the Music Room at 8:00 a.m.
to run through the worship music for the day. For 11:00, singers meet in the Music Room at 10:30 a.m. to run
through the worship music for the day. The 11:00 group also typically meets on Wednesday evenings at 7:15.
We generally finish no later than 8:30 – this time allows preparation for additional music.
Regardless of which service you regularly attend, we would love to have you join us if you have a love for
singing. Come when you can – we are very flexible in both groups! If you have any questions, don’t hesitate
to reach out to Kevin for clarification – or talk with those already in our wonderful choirs! We hope to see
(and hear) you! The difference our choirs make is wonderful! There’s always room for us to add more seats!
“Easter Singers”
If you are interested in joining us for the chancel choir anthems for Easter
services on April 1, please plan to join us at rehearsal on Wednesdays during Lent
immediately following the evening worship service (around 7:40). We will
rehearse the Easter music first to better meet your schedules. This combined choir
will offer anthems at all worship services on Easter Sunday. This is a great “part
time” opportunity to join the choir! Won’t you consider it? We begin on February
21 to allow us time to be sure we know the music!
Epiphany Brass
We have opportunities for some brass on Palm Sunday, March 25 and for all brass Easter Sunday, April 1.
If you are available and willing to be a part of the group for either or both of these dates, please contact Kevin
at kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org or at 804-746-5756.
Opportunity to serve
Do you play the piano? Would you be willing to share that talent to help lead
our Lenten worship? If you have some free time and are willing to help out for
the NOON services during Lent (February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21), please
contact Kevin at 746-5756 or kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org.
There is very little playing involved in these short midday services.
Please consider this opportunity!
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Altar Care
Liturgical Colors
Continuing from last month with more on the Liturgical Colors
used in the church and their meaning: All of Lent has its focus on
the passion of Christ and the way of the cross and the liturgical
color is Purple.
The Paraments color changes from Green to the Purple on
Ash Wednesday, a day of penitence; staying that way until Good
Friday. Lent is a season of a penitential, somber and prayerful time.
There are forty days in Lent excluding Sundays because Sunday is a
celebration of the resurrection.
In the world when Jesus lived, purple or violet was the color of the
wealthy because it was difficult to make. According to one source, the dye was painstakingly acquired by
massaging the neck of a Mediterranean shell fish that secreted a special fluid. Therefore, only the rich, namely
royalty, could afford to wear the color. Jesus once wore a purple robe and the soldiers mocked him (Matthew’s
gospel says it was scarlet). So, the purple color has dual meaning: it reminds us both of Jesus’ kingly status,
but also of the suffering and sacrifice he undertook as our Savior. Lent is therefore a penitential season of
Christians should be reminded daily to be humble and repentant.
Some practices of churches during Lent: some congregations don’t place flowers on the altar, using only
greens these forty days. Lent is also traditionally a time for fasting before Easter, and some individuals and
communities often “give something up” for Lent. It was also the time in the early church for catechumens to
prepare for Easter baptism. And because of its particularly celebratory connotations, “Alleluia” is neither said
nor sung during Lent.
Peggy Roberts

February Altar Care Servers:
8:30 am Poppi and Arden Ebbesen, Nancy Nye
11:00 am Nancy Fouse and Jeanette Linka

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES

Ash Wednesday is on February 14 - Services begin at Noon and 7 pm.
On the five following Wednesdays of Lent, services will be held at
12 Noon and at 7 pm (preceded by a 5:30 pm supper).
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Stewardship Team
The Consecration Sunday Ministry Team would like to thank the
congregation for their Gifts for God’s Kingdom. As of Consecration
Sunday, we had 197 people send in commitment cards to support the
important work of Epiphany Lutheran Church and its annual
operating budget, and approximately 160 people attended the
Consecration Luncheon and Community Service Ministry Fair. Based
on the feedback we have received, those who attended the
Consecration Luncheon enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere, the
fellowship, the ability to meet new members of the congregation, and
the opportunity to learn about the wonderful service ministry
programs we have at Epiphany. Please reach out to the community
service ministry teams if you can provide your time and talents to
fulfill recognized needs in our church, community, and worldwide. As
Pastor Phillip said in his sermon on Consecration Sunday, “God calls
us all. Everyone has gifts and abilities for God’s kingdom. There’s no
such thing as too small or too ordinary when it comes to helping the
kingdom of God come near, because Christ can be reflected in all.”

Epiphany Community Garden
Psalm 104:14
You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate,
that he may bring forth food from the earth
The Epiphany Community Garden continues its
ministry to provide food for many - the HHOPE
pantry, the congregation and the gardeners and their
friends and families.
The fifteen plots situated along the back parking lot
grew lettuce, spinach, kale, onions, beans, peas,
asparagus, tomatoes, squash, peppers and a variety of
herbs and flowers. Last year we added a compost bin
and two raised beds.
The garden generates participation in many ways – A
Blessing of the Garden is held each Spring. The Lil
Youth and EYG help with mulching paths, preparing
beds for planting and winterizing them in the Fall. Food is distributed through the HHOPE pantry.
The Garden is community outreach in motion. Gardeners include both members of the congregation and folks
from the community. Students complete community service for School through projects at the Garden. Food is
distributed to the community through the HHOPE pantry. Last summer two of our gardeners conducted a
program for children from the Bon Secours’ day camp for kids with Type 1 diabetes. They dug potatoes, made
crafts, played games and planted seeds and flowers. The Epiphany Garden welcomes anyone who would like to
participate. If you are interested in learning more about the garden or how you can help, please contact either
Chris Crouch or Sallie Bartholomew
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Faith Formation
Lent Devotions for Children, Youth and Families are Available in
the Commons!
Different devotional options for observing Lent are available on the table in front of the Faith
Formation Bulletin Board in the Commons. There are calendars, mobiles, and devotional
books available to take home while supplies last.

The Pig Pen is Coming!
Faith Formation Service Project for Lent
Epiphany’s Pig Pen will open on Sunday, February 18 in the Education Wing so
we can receive all the well fed pigs through Lent. We hope everyone will adopt a
pig, name it, pray with it and return it to Epiphany’s Pig Pen full of slop (coins)!

Communion Class for our 4th Graders
March 4, 11, & 18 during Sunday School
Please plan to have your 4th Grader attend all three weeks to prepare for their First
Communion during Holy Week. Pastor Phillip will lead the class in their regular Sunday
School classroom, Room 203 at 9:45am.

Vacation Bible School 2018
Save the date!
Planning for Vacation Bible School is under way and we are
getting excited to “Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with
God!”
Date: July 16 - 20, 2018
Time: 8:45 am - 12:00 noon
Who: Ages 3 to Rising 5th Graders Registration
opens in March!
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Adult Faith Formation
Sunday Morning Offerings - 9:45 am
Great Christian Churches, Price Hall
Now that we will be adding to and modifying our church
building again, join Barry Westin to look at other Christian
churches built over the years. Similar to the course on Gothic
Cathedrals offered a few years ago, half of the time will be
devoted to a video on the churches presented by Dr. William
Cook.
Over the course of our time together, we will take a look at a
wide range of churches including Russian Orthodox,
Romanesque, Gothic, the Wooden Stave churches of Norway,
Quaker meeting houses, the National Cathedral in Washington,
D.C. and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.

From Conflict to Communion, Sala Chapel.
Join Pastor Phillip Martin to further explore the five imperatives established in
From Conflict to Communion: Lutheran—Catholic Common Commemoration of
the Reformation in 2017; Report of the Lutheran–Roman Catholic Commission
on Unity.

Lent Devotions are Available in the Commons!
Different devotional options for observing Lent are available on the table in front of the Faith Formation
Bulletin Board in the Commons. Options include:
Living the Gospel Life: This book highlights the concepts of being sent, demonstrating
faith in action, and being mission-minded each day of Lent.
The Parables of Lent: In this daily devotional for Lent, the parables of
Jesus speak to us of core components of the season.
Psalms for Lent: These daily reflections for Lent walk
through the Psalms with an eye toward the cross of
Christ with a focus on repentance, reconciliation and
renewal.
While supplies last on the table at the
Faith Formation Bulletin Board in the Commons.
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Adult Faith Formation—Bible Studies
Tuesday Morning and Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Sala Chapel, Tuesdays at 10:30 am, Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Both Bible Study Groups will continue the Study of Acts the first week of
February before beginning our Lenten Study, The Lord Is Our Salvation, the
week of February 7.
This new study is a great opportunity to join a group as we take time during
Lent to strive for a deeper understanding of the salvation Christ offers by
exploring the various ways God restores us and our world to wholeness.
Books are available in Sala Chapel.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
aka Mom’s Bible Study meets Thursday mornings in Sala Chapel. The
nursery opens at 9:30 am and discussion starts at 9:45 am.
The study guide for our series this fall: “Twelve More Women of the
Bible” will guide us to explore the lessons about the Shulamite Woman,
Ruth, Puah and Shiprah, and Esther. All are welcome to join us for this
small group Bible study through spiritual lessons from biblical women
and what they mean for our lives today.

February Baptism Birthdays
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Youth Ministry______________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS in FEBRUARY and March
Sunday, February 4
Saturday, February 10
Sunday, February 11
Sunday, February 11
Wednesday, February 21
Sunday, February 25

Talent Show Practice, noon - 2 pm, Star Lodge
Talent Show Practice 9am - noon, Star Lodge
Epiphany Youth Group Pancake Supper and Talent Show in Price Hall
(Youth of all ages) Supper at 5:30, shows starts at 6 pm
Lil Youth (5-6th grade) Star Lodge – 2:30 pm
Confirmation
Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon -2 pm

Saturday-Sunday, March 3-4 7th Day Retreat for Lil Youth (5-6th grade)
Sunday, March 4
National Gathering Meeting, 6-8 pm
Sunday, March 11
Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon -2 pm
McShinn Foundation (Youth and parents)
Wednesday, March 14
Confirmation
Sunday, March 25
National Gathering Meeting, 6-8pm

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is the name of our ministry to and with youth in 7th through 12th Grades.
We have gatherings each month, which include a meal, games, songs, and time together with old and new
friends. All youth are welcome and youth are encouraged to bring friends!

LIL
YOUTH

Lil Youth will meet in the Star Lodge for lunch, games, and to learn
some of the fun songs we will be singing at our 7th Day Synod Retreat
in March!

Join us in the Star Lodge after the 11am service. We will finish up by
2:30!
Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th
graders and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings this
coming year, including games, field trips, crafts, service projects, and
more as we grow in faith and friendship!
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Fellowship Ministry
Could you be the friend who offers compassion and understanding instead of
perpetuating shame and stigma?
We’ve heard a lot lately about the opioid crisis and the terrible toll it is taking
across our nation. While this obviously needs to be addressed we can’t afford
to allow it to blind us to increased deaths due to cocaine, methamphetamines,
benzodiazepines and so many other substances flooding our streets. In
November of 2016 the Surgeon General’s office released its first ever report on
Addiction in America. When introducing the report Surgeon General Vivek
Murthy said: “We must recognize that addiction is not a moral failing. It is a
chronic illness that must be treated with skill, urgency and compassion.”
Statistics show that 1 in 3 people will, in some way, be affected by Substance
Use Disorders. While we educate ourselves on prevention and the warning
signs of cancer, high cholesterol and diabetes, it is often easier to believe that
you and those you care about are immune to Substance Use Disorders. This
train of though is dangerous and costs lives! Like any other disease, the sooner addiction is identified and
treated the greater the chances of success. An addiction diagnosis is not necessarily a death sentence.
Recovery is POSSIBLE – but it is hampered by our attitudes. Substance Use Disorders do not discriminate
based on age, race, sex or socio-economic status. The only thing those affected have in common is the stigma
associated with the disease. While families affected are trying to re-invent the wheel, people are dying.

Please join us for an informal, informational session on Substance Use Disorders on:
Sunday, March 11
12:15 pm
Price Hall
Please take some time to put real faces to the disease and to get some real answers about the possibility of
recovery. You might be surprised by what you learn!

2016 Vino Valentine!
Please join us for an evening of fun, family and fellowship at Vino Valentine!
Who: All are invited! (even if wine isn’t your thing!)
What: Wine tasting; dinner (lasagna to be provided); and juice tasting/activities for kids
When: Saturday, February 17, 5 - 7 pm
Where: The Paget Home
What to bring: Bottle of wine to taste; a side or dessert and canned goods for HHOPE Pantry
RSVP by February 12, Marcie Perryman
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Fellowship Ministry
WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS

Continuing through February 7, all are welcome to join us for food, fellowship,
and faith each Wednesday beginning with dinner in Price Hall at 5:45
pm. Choir rehearsals, Bible Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered.
Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child - 12 and
under. Household max is $20.00.
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church
office by Monday night at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org
The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on
the sign-up sheets.

WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN MEALS

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 14, all are welcome to join us for a “Soup and Salad” meal which
will be served at 5:30 pm. Choir rehearsals, Bible Study and Confirmation classes are offered. Lenten worship
services begin at 7:00 pm.

Suggested donations for the Lenten evening meal are $4/adult, $2/child - 12 and under. For the latest menu,
check the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org.
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church office by Monday night
at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org

Epiphany Freebirds
Please plan to join us for a Super Bowl Party at the home of Brad and Traci Williamson
Sunday, February 4th – 6:00 pm
Please bring an appetizer, dessert, or side. Ham biscuits will be provided. We are also asking everyone to
bring their own beverage.
Please contact either Carol Hess or Laura Dietrick for more information and to
let us know if you are planning to attend.
Carol Hess
Laura Dietrick
Epiphany Freebirds is a group for those whose nest has just emptied, been
emptied for a while or has always been empty. Both singles and couples are
welcome. We meet once a month for fun and fellowship.
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Thank You
To my Epiphany family and all who helped with the project :
I was surprised and delighted to receive the box of Advent
gifts! My lunch mates and I shared the scripture reading and
opening the packages. We particularly enjoyed the pumpkin
bread.
Thank you so much for remembering me and best wishes to all for
a good new year.
Patricia Thompson
My family and I would like to thank everyone at Epiphany who
held up my mother, Mary Zweighaft, and us in prayers over the past years. We had a long, emotional journey
as a family and welcomed all warm thoughts and visits from you all. I would like to especially thank Pastor
Bossermam for his home visits. They brightened mom up so much. She passed while at home while I was with
her. She is with her mother and father, whom she missed so much. Again , thank you.
Berni, Mike and Bernie Lane
We would like to express our thanks to everyone in the Epiphany Family for the prayers, cards, visits and calls
these last few months. Also the wonderful Advent Celebration Box that made the Christmas season more
personal. The altar flowers were beautiful and brighten up the room. Thanks especially to Pastors Phillip,
Joseph and Tom for their visits. We felt the community of Epiphany present. It has been a long time to be
away from Epiphany-hopefully soon we can return and enjoy the church services and everyone. Many thanks
again to all.
Marv and Bette-Lou Ulmer

From Lutheran World Relief
Dear friends at Epiphany Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous donation of 169 Quilts, 500 Personal Care Kits and 159 School Kits for LWR’s
distribution overseas. These gifts of your hearts and hand are beautiful expressions of God’s grace and love to
people all around the world.
In October, 2017, LWR and partners International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) distributed School
Kits to over 13,650 schoolchildren in northern Iraq.
Quilts and Kits were also shipped to Angola, South Sudan, Bosnia and Hezegovina, Burkina Faso, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Peru, India, Lebanon, Serbia, Tanzania, Ukraine, Niger, Mauritania, Jordan, Haiti, Guatemala, El
Salvador, Djibouti, and Georgia.

On behalf of our neighbors in villages, schools, hospitals and refugee camps around the world, I extend
deepest thanks for your contribution, and pray God’s blessings on your life and work!
Melanie W. Gibbons
Lutheran World Relief Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager
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Community Service Ministry
LAMB’s Basket Food Drive
Thank you for your generosity! So far we have collected 439 pounds and $230
towards our 850 pound goal.

Epiphany’s Blood Drive
Thank you so much to all of you who came to donate blood last month. A total of 18 units of blood
were donated. You have made a big difference in the lives of so many.
Thanks again and to everyone, remember the next Epiphany blood drive will be held
March 11. Sign ups will soon be posted in the commons.

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional
information, call the pantry at 565.8007.
Inclement weather? Check channel 8 for
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then
LAMB’s Basket is closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are available on the Community
Service bulletin board for those under 18.

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, February 9, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Wednesday, February 21, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d
MICAH News
March 2nd is time to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday at
Southampton Elementary School, and so again we are seeking book
donations to give to students K through grade 5. Last year Epiphany
donated over 700 books (new or gently used) so that each student was able to select
a book to take home and keep! Epiphany volunteers met each class of students throughout the
morning and celebrated this popular author by helping a student choose the book just right for
them.
Throughout February you may bring a book or books to Epiphany and leave them on (or under)
the Welcome Desk Table in the Commons. Please be sure to indicate the donation is for
Southampton Elementary (SES). This project offers the perfect time for your son or daughter
(grandchildren) to choose the title of a favorite book to give to a Southampton student.
Everyone is invited to attend any part or all of our birthday party on March 2nd in Southampton’s
Activity Room. The event begins at 9:30 am and continues throughout the morning.
Be prepared to have fun!
Another event will be February 12th when volunteers are needed for the Tiger Store. Students
bring their earned “money” to the Activity Room to purchase a variety of items that fit their budget.
The store set-up begins at 9:15 am and continues throughout the morning. This “one-day” activity
provides a good time to visit Southampton, to help students make decisions, and to fulfill a need at
the school. If interested, please contact Epiphany member Kim Schultz, Mary Sue Oehler

WELCA Circles Meet
The Margaret Miller Circle will meet on February 13, 10:00 am in the Star Lodge.
Please feel free to call Donna Josephson or Ann Decker with any questions.
The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet on February 14, at 10 am, in the Star Lodge.
Caroline Wake and Sophie Wilson will host a Valentine special
and Caroline is preparing
the program. “The Power of Love - Quaint or Miracle?” If you have any questions,
call Eileen Johnson or Leanne Spletzer
The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday evening, February 8, 6:00 pm.
Nanci Wilfong will be our hostess. If you are interested in joining our evening circle,
please contact Tatter Hartmann

16

Nursery School News
I can hardly believe that registration is already well under way for the 2018-2019 school year. Our priority
registration for current families and church members ended on January 5 and we then opened registration to
everyone. One of our classes is already on a waiting list for certain days and another is almost full! If you are
thinking about sending your little one to ELNS in the fall, you will want to get in touch with the school office
as soon as possible.
We had a great winter carnival on January 20. We were able to raise almost $800
for improvements to the playgrounds and are looking at other ways to meet our goal
for the year. We would like to replace our yellow tunnel with a bigger rock wall/
tunnel structure. The estimated cost of the structure is around $3500 without
installation. If you would like to contribute, you can donate to the school at https://
elns-donations.cheddarup.com. You are able to specify that you want your donation
to go to our playground fund.
I know that some of you are starting to plan your summer breaks already and we are busy planning for our two
weeks of summer camp as well. We will be having
two weeks of 4 days each in May and June
immediately after the school year ends. The first
week will be May 29 – June 1 and the second week
will be June 4 – 7. Registration for camp will begin
in March, so be sure to check our website for the
registration link!
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by
phone or email. Our phone number is 282-7506 and
my email address is elnsdirector@gmail.com.
You can also visit us on the web at
www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com, on Facebook, Pinterest and Instagram – just search for Epiphany
Lutheran Nursery School.
Sincerely,
Jessica Hendricks

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This month our group will meet in the parlor on the third Saturday of the month at 11:00
a.m., February 17, 2018; and in March on the third Tuesday of the month in the parlor at
11:00 a.m., March 20, 2018. We will try these meeting times to see if they work better
for our group. Lessons will also be offered. We would love to teach the youth of our
church to knit or crochet. If you would like to learn this art, please either call me or
attend our meeting. If you would like to work from home and not attend our meetings,
we would love to count you as one of our members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care about: those
with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; those who travel or move away
from friends and/or family; new baby; graduate; newlyweds; to name a few.
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to
request a Prayer Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the
church office and Hanne can assist you with your need.
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Members in Our Prayers

From The Archives
February 14, 1956 - Pastor Sala made the case for new construction in the Examiner. Attendance was:
Average Attendances
Year Sunday Service Sunday School
1953
64
54
1954
97
72
1955
117
110
1956
143
138
Pastor Sala wrote in the February 1956 Examiner: “We are reaching a ‘saturation point’ in our Sunday School.
It may be said in retrospect that the parsonage was completed just in time to permit our Sunday School to
expand into the second floor rooms formerly used to house the pastor and his family.”

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org
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19

26

25
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon EYG Gathering, Star Lodge
7 pm Stephen Ministry
Mtg, Star Lodge

19

18
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.

7 pm Stephen Ministry
Mtg, Star Lodge

12

27
10 am Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel

20
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel
11:30 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace
7:00 pm Community
Service Ministry Team
Mtg, Price Hall
7:30 pm Endowment
Bd. Mtg., Chapel

13
10:00 am Margaret
Miller Circle, Star Lodge
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel
11:30 am Men’s
“Manna” lunch, Grapevine
7 pm Council Mtg,
Chapel

7:30 pm Men’s Basketball, Price Hall

21
9:30 LAMB’s Basket
10 am Archives, Narthex
Noon - Lenten Service
5:30 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:00 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:15 pm Singing Saints
6:15 pm Cherub Choir
7:00 pm Lenten Service
7:40 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir
8:00 pm Confirmation Mentors
28
10 am Archives, Narthex
Noon - Lenten Service
5:30 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:00 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:15 pm Singing Saints
6:15 pm Cherub Choir
7:00 pm Lenten Service
7:40 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

14 ASH WEDNESDAY
10 am Archives, Narthex
10:00 am Clara Sullivan Circle, Star
Lodge
Noon - Ash Wednesday Service
5:30 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:00 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:15 pm Singing Saints
6:15 pm Cherub Choir
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service
8:00 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

22
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

11:30 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace

15
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex
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16

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

6:00 pm Katie Luther Circle

7
10 am Archives, Narthex
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price
Hall
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints
6:30 pm Cherub Choir
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

2

Friday

9
9:30 am LAMB’s
Basket

6
10:30 am Bible Study,
Chapel
1:00 pm Consecration
Sunday Team Mtg,
Parlor

Thursday

8
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

5
6 pm ELNS Board
Meeting, Chapel

Wednesday

4
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Blood Press. Readings, Parlor
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon EYG Talent Practice, Star Lodge
6 pm Super Bowl Party, hosted by the
Williamson’s
11
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
12:15 pm Lil Youth Meeting, Star Lodge
5:30 pm EYG Youth Pancake Supper, PH
6:00 pm EYG Talent Show, Price Hall

Tuesday
1
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel
7:00 pm Building Team
Meeting, Price Hall

Monday

GH – GRACE HOUSE
SL – STAR LODGE
CH - CHAPEL

Sunday

February 2018

24
8:30 am Council Retreat, Star Lodge
9 am-Noon Quilters,
Price Hall
10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

Valentine Vino
Fellowship Event,
Time to be Announced.

17

10
9 am EYG Talent
Practice, Star Lodge
10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

3

Saturday

Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church
1400 Horsepen Road
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road
Richmond, VA 23226
Phone: 804-282-6066
Fax: 804-282-6067
www.epiphanyelca.org

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage Pd.
Richmond, VA
Permit # 711

Address Service Requested

a congregation of the ELCA

Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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