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Jesus is risen! Alleluia!
The One who God anointed with the Holy Spirit and power is alive!
The One who went about doing good, who went about healing all those who
were oppressed, and who was crucified, has been raised, appearing to his
disciples and sending them out to be witnesses of his resurrection!
This is the news that changes the world and is changing our lives.
On Easter Sunday we celebrated our Living Lord and we will continue to
celebrate Easter together throughout this month, but there are many in the
world who live on Good Friday. There are many people who suffer and who
are forgotten in their suffering by the world. There are many people who
have not heard good news in a long time. There are many people who
hunger for food, for friendship, and for faith that the world is a place they
belong.
And so, responding to God’s grace and seeking to be faithful to the good news we have heard, we share the
Easter News through the gifts we give: we pack bags with food and distribute them to hungry families through
HHOPE Pantry and LAMB’s Basket, we distribute Easter Baskets to children in our larger community, we
stitch quilts to bring warmth, and we raise money to buy a pig for a family who is hungry.
And so, we are sent to be witnesses to the Easter News in giving our very selves: we give our blood to be
banked through the ongoing Epiphany Blood Drive, we give our time and our friendship to students and
teachers at Southampton through the Micah Initiative, and later this month we will give our sweat as we work
to build a Habitat for Humanity house in Hanover County.
And we are preparing for the witness to which God is calling us in the future, through this coming year: Our
youth are preparing to go to Houston, Texas, this summer where they will be witnesses as they serve this
community in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. Epiphany members of all ages are planning for the Epiphany
Garden and imagining how the produce that is yielded will feed those who are hungry and witness to God’s
promise of provision. Our Community Service team is planning and discerning a possible service/mission trip
for adults in the near future (because the youth shouldn’t have all the fun!).
The Easter News is that death has lost its power and the same force that brought Jesus back to life and sent
those first scared disciples into the world now sends us into the world to share this same life-giving, worldchanging News.
At Epiphany, through the same Spirit of Jesus, we are being cultivated into Christ-like servants who respond to
God’s grace by loving our neighbors as ourselves, who go about doing good, and healing those who are
oppressed, because God is with us and has sent us to be witnesses to God’s crucified and risen Son.
May God’s Spirit guide us—in our words, in our work, and in our witness to the living Christ.
Peace+
Pastor Joseph
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Congregation Council
Any Epiphany member interested at attending the 2018 Virginia Synod Assembly as a lay voting member
should contact Rob Burger (President of Council) at rhburger@yahoo.com The dates for Synod Assembly this
year are Friday, June 8 – Sunday, June 10. All costs (registration, room, meals) are covered for voting
members. Council will be electing its 5 allotted members at their April meeting.

Lenten offerings 2018
Your Lenten almsgiving, collected at our Wednesday worship services,
provided $2000 to Lutheran World Relief for the construction of lifesaving medical facilities for children in South Sudan and $5788 for our
fund to support our seminarians. Thank you for your generosity!

April Baptism Birthdays
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Building Team Update
Our architect, Josh McCullar, and his team of consultants continue
to work with a couple of members of the building team who are in
the construction field and two outside contractors to get some
construction estimates based on our schematic design. We should
have one of these estimates by the first of April. These are only
estimates and not formal bids.

There will also be some Schematic Design drawings in the commons
by the first of April. These are not final drawings, but are very near
to what the final design will look like. We are soliciting feedback
from the congregation, and we must say we are very excited about
how the architect listened to the congregation’s ideas and needs and
came up with a very appropriate set of designs that is both functional
and beautiful and will outfit our congregation for ministry into the
future.
One of the design items that the team is working on is the possible
removal of the set of stairs from the balcony to the commons.
Presently, according to code, we can accommodate 80 people in the
balcony because we have 2 sets of stairs. With only one set of stairs we could satisfy code if 50 or less are in
the balcony. After some research it was found that the most amount of people that have used it during one
service was 51 at Christmas Eve a few years back. It’s apparent that eliminating the staircase would make for
more room and better flow in the overall design of the commons.
The Building Team is also planning a forum in Price Hall on April 22nd between the worship services. This
will include a slide show that will give you a better overall view of the Design Plan that the Building Team is
working on.
As we’ve already said, the Building Team continues to be enthused and excited about the project and we look
forward to the April 22, 2018, forum and your feedback on the overall design.
If you have any questions or comments please see any member of the Building Team. Members are Pastor
Martin, team leader Steve Collins, Carole Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel McKean,
Karen Myers, Bryan Ozlin, Kristine Quann, Paul Sweet, and Ray Spletzer.
Submitted by Steve Collins

WALK THE JOURNEY WORSHIP WITH CHRIST WITNESS WITH JOY
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Finance Ministry

YTD through February, 2018, our receipts of $114,725 are ahead of budget by $1,576 and expenses of
$113,583 are $1,782 more than budget. We have a favorable surplus of $1,142 which is slightly behind our
budgeted surplus of $1,349 by ($207).
Regular member giving is $111,385 which is ahead of budget by $2,064 and favorable to last year by $1,061.
Total expenses year to date are $113,583 which is $1,782 over budget as the new choir robes were bought in
February but budgeted in March. We will more than make this up in March as the robes were purchased at a
50% discount vs. amount we budgeted.

4

Music Ministry
Children’s Choir Notes
Both the Cherub Choir and the Singing Saints will NOT meet April 4 (Spring Break). Rehearsals will take
place on April 11, 18 and 25 at our regularly scheduled time of 6:30. Additionally, Junior Handbells will
resume rehearsals on April 11 at 7:00 pm. in the balcony. The Cherub Choir will participate in worship
leadership April 15 and Singing Saints will participate in worship leadership on April 22.
“Summer Groups”
With the new life we see springing forth outside, it is already time for us to
begin planning for summer.
This is a wonderful time for our members sharing their talents with our
congregational family. Those of you returning from college, students
studying an instrument, those wanting to sing special solos, duets, other
ensembles, etc. are invited to be active participants in our summer music
ministry. Please contact Kevin Barger at 746-5756 to indicate your
willingness. Signup sheets will be available on the bulletin board outside
the Music Room later in April.

Singing Saints Music Olympics
Our annual Music Olympics for Singing Saints will be
held Wednesday, May 2. Due to the nature of this
event, it is important that we have an accurate list of
those planning to participate. We will assume that all
Singing Saints will be participating unless you let us
know otherwise! Please let Mr. Barger know at
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org if you are NOT able to
make it! We hope that everyone is able to join the fun!

Altar Care
Fifty Days of Easter

Our culture tends to complete a celebration the minute the party is over.
But the Christian celebration of Easter is not over on Easter Day. Easter
Day itself begins the fifty days of celebration or lasts seven weeks, ending
with Pentecost. White paraments will be used until the red on Pentecost.
The paschal candle will be lighted throughout each service during this
Easter season.
Source: Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook
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Faith Formation
Background Screening Policies Approved and Implemented
Over the course of the last eight months, the Faith Formation Team has met and consulted with the Safety
Team, the pastors and staff and other ministries in our Synod to develop a Background Screening Policy for
implementation here at Epiphany in order to provide a safe and healthy environment for our youth and children
to explore and develop their faith.
There were two separate policies that were approved at the Church Council meeting on March 13. The first of
the two policies is what I would describe as a “bridge policy” which provides for the implementation and
execution of Background Screening for all registered Adult Volunteers for Vacation Bible School for this
summer. The second policy is the ongoing or long term policy which will be effective August 1, 2018 and
pertains to all registered Adult Volunteers for any of our programs for Children and Youth such as our
Timothy Ministers and Sunday School Teachers as well as VBS Volunteers. Copies of the two policies are
available in the Church Office.
The Faith Formation Team felt it was important to have a Screening Policy implemented for Vacation Bible
School without impacting current volunteers through the end of the school year. Vacation Bible School is
different from many of these programs because of the length of the program and the number of community
participants who become involved. And it’s not just those participants—we often have parents and relatives of
these community participants interested in serving with us. The screening procedures we implement will
enable us to welcome these volunteers while continuing to provide a safe, faith-filled week in a healthy
environment.
The Faith Formation Team is excited that we are taking this step to ensure the health and safety of our faith
community. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like additional information.

Peace,
Cheryl Baggs
Interim Director of Faith Formation
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Faith Formation
Happy Easter! He is Risen!
There is no Sunday School, Sunday, April 1 as we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus!

Our Pig Pen is Filling Up! But there’s always
room for more!
Faith Formation Service Project for Lent
We will keep Epiphany’s Pig Pen open through Sunday, April 15
in the Commons so we can continue to receive any well fed pigs
that may still need to be returned.

Vacation Bible School—Registration is Open and Online!
July 16-20, 2018
8:45 am—12:00 pm
Everyone is invited to join us on the River Epiphany to “Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God!”
Our rivertastic week will include lots of games, stories, crafts, snacks and fun!
Participants and volunteers must register through our church website at http://epiphanyelca.org/learn/children
The deadline for Adult Volunteer Registration is Tuesday, June 26 due to the Epiphany’s Background Screening
requirements for adult volunteers.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.
Isaiah 43:2
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Adult Faith Formation
Sunday Morning Offerings - 9:45 am
Hidden Easter Stories in John’s Gospel, begins April 15 at 9:45 am in Price Hall
This class will introduce us to how we interpret John’s Gospel and the characteristic
features of its theology and symbols.
This class will meet April 15, April 29, May 6 and May 13

New Member Course, begins April 15 at 9:45 am in Sala Chapel
Whether you are a “new,” “newer,” or “longstanding” member, you are invited to join Pastor Phillip to learn
(or rediscover) some of the basics of what Lutherans believe, about Grace, the Sacraments and the Word of
God in this four week course. Learn how you are a part of our Epiphany Community and can Walk the
Journey, Worship the Christ and Witness with Joy.
This class will meet April 15, April 29, May 6 and May 13

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Sala Chapel, Tuesdays at 10:30 am
Join us on Tuesday, April 10 as we begin our study of 24 Hours that Changed
the World by Adam Hamilton.
Drawing on insights from history, archaeology, geography, and the Bible, we
will visit the Holy Land and strive for a deeper understanding of the most
amazing day in History.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Sala Chapel, Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Join us as begin the Lifeguide Bible Study, Prayer: An Adventure with God on
Wednesday, April 11.
This study is designed for starting group discussions and for meeting God in
personal reflection as we look to biblical examples, such as Mary, Abraham, Moses
and Daniel for guidance to gain new insights and experiences in the adventure of
prayer.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
aka Mom’s Bible Study meets Thursday mornings in Sala Chapel.
The nursery opens at 9:30 am and discussion starts at 9:45 am.
We will continue with What Every Girl Wants. Join us for this
study on the Song of Solomon by Lisa Harper as we discuss the
amazing level of intimacy God desires with us. Books are still
available in Sala Chapel.
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Youth Ministry______________________________

APRIL
Wednesday, April 11
Sunday, April 15
Saturday, April 21
Sunday, April 22
Sunday, April 22
Wednesday, April 25
Sunday, April 29

Confirmation
Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon-2 pm
Habitat for Humanity-Youth who are 16+
Lil Youth (5-6th grade) Outdoor Adventure, noon -2:30 pm
National Gathering Meeting, 6-8 pm
Confirmation
Epiphany Youth Group Epiphany (7-12th grade), noon-2 pm

MAY
Saturday, May 5
Epiphany Youth (7-12th grade), Youth Sunday prep, 9 am to noon
Sunday, May 6
Youth Sunday! + Lunch
Wednesday, May 16
Confirmation (year 2)
Sunday, May 20
National Gathering Meeting, 6-8 pm
Friday - Sunday May 25-27 Memorial Day Camping Trip

Friday–Sunday, June 8-10
Sunday, June 24
June 27-July 1
Sunday- Friday, July 22-27

JUNE & JULY
Youth Assembly
National Gathering Meeting, 6-8 pm
National Youth Gathering
Kairos

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is the name of our ministry to and with youth in 7th through 12th Grades.
We have gatherings each month, which include a meal, games, songs, and time together with old and new
friends. All youth are welcome and youth are encouraged to bring friends!

LIL
YOUTH

Lil Youth OUTDOOR ADVENTURE! Join us in the Star Lodge for
lunch, games, and time with friends on Sunday, April 22 from noon to
2:30 pm!
Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th graders
and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings this coming
year, including games, field trips, crafts, service projects, and more as
we grow in faith and friendship!
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Scholarships - For Summer Camps and College
Members of Epiphany Lutheran Church:
We are excited to announce that Congregation Council approved a recommendation at its March meeting to
provide scholarships for Epiphany children and youth to cover 50% of the cost of tuition for one week at an
ELCA summer camp in summer 2018. Funds to provide these scholarships will come from the Endowment’s
annual disbursement.
If your family is considering enrolling your child at one of the ELCA camps this summer (for example, Camp
Caroline Furnace, Lutheridge, Lutherock, etc.), please know that half of the registration cost/tuition will be
covered by Epiphany. Applications for the scholarship are available in the church office and on the Epiphany
Youth Group bulletin board. Please fill out a scholarship form so that we are aware of who is participating in
which camp programs. Turn in completed scholarship forms to the church office. (Each child in each family
may apply for one scholarship for one week. Any additional weeks for individual children will be full price
for the family).
Please notify your camp’s registrar when you register/enroll your child and notify them that 50% of the cost
will be provided by the child’s congregation. In some cases, the camp will bill us directly for the remainder.
We are glad to
provide this
assistance and hope
that it may encourage
more youth and
children to try a faith
-building week at one
of our ELCA camps.
Yours in Christ’s
service,
Phillip Martin and
Joseph Bolick

College Scholarship Application
High School Seniors: Please remember that completed applications
are due in the office by noon on Monday, April 23. If you are
interested, please pick up an application which is in the Commons on
the bulletin board. Contact the church office, 282-6066, for additional
information.
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Fellowship Ministry
Wednesday Evening Meals - April 11, 18 and 25 will be our last Wednesday Evening Meals until
September. All are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith each
Wednesday beginning with dinner in Price Hall at 5:45 pm. Choir rehearsals,
Bible Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered.
Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and
under. Household max is $20.00.
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church
office by Monday night at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org
The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on
the sign up sheets.

Men’s Basketball—Join us Tuesday, April 3 in Price Hall (the gym) for full court play from 7:30 to
9pm. Bring two shirts, one light and one dark colored, which helps distinguish teams during play.
We play the first Tuesday of each month.
Guys Night - Join us on Thursday, 7:30 pm, April 19 for conversation and fellowship at
Triple Crossing (5203 Hatcher St. Richmond, VA 23231). This gathering is for men of
all ages.
We meet on the third Thursday of the month, location varies.
Baby Birds Meet Up at Maymont - Saturday, April 14. Families with children 5 and under (and big brothers
and sisters), please join us at the Children's Barn area of Maymont at 10:30 am to hang out with the animals,
and bring your own picnic. We will gather on the lawn nearby around 11:30 am to eat lunch together. This
event is hosted by Allison Ryals and Pastor Joseph.
Mountains of the Bible - Young singles and couples are invited to join Pastor Joseph
for a six week Bible study, meeting Monday nights at 7:30 pm, April 16 - May 21.
Our first meeting on April 16 will be at Vasen Brewing Company, 3331 Moore St,
Richmond VA, 23230.
Memorial Day Weekend Youth & Family Camping Trip at Bear Creek Lake State Park ~ May 27 –
May 29. All are welcome join us. Please sign-up in the Commons. The cost will be $15 per person/night or
$30 for a family of 3-5/night to be paid to Hanne Hamlin (church office) by May 1st. Or join us for the day
on Saturday for meals, games, worship, and singing around the campfire!

The Alter Flower Delivery Team
We need people that like to make others happy!
The Alter Flower Delivery Team needs some volunteers to take our
flowers to home-bound members. Contact Norene Girton at 360-3069
for further details and information.

11

Stephen Ministry
Dealing with Alzheimer’s
A major portion of our time in
Stephen Ministry involves
continuing education—which we
believe is more correctly
considered faith building. This
article is the first in what will be a
series in which we share with you
books and other media we believe
worthy of your attention. All the
items cited will be placed in the
Epiphany Library for your use.
This month we feature four books dealing with dementia and Alzheimer’s. One item we have used in Stephen
Ministry; the other three have been given to us and come strongly recommended.
The item the Stephen Ministers have read and discussed is “When Words Fail” written by Rev. Kathy Fogg Berry,
chaplain for memory care at Westminster Canterbury here in Richmond. It provides a Christian response to
dementia and Alzheimer’s. Based on her studies, years of experience and more particularly on her service at
Westminster Canterbury, Rev. Berry share with us the lives of residents in the early, middle and late stages of
Alzheimer’s. (This book and DVD that provided the basis for the Sunday School class last fall presented by the
Stephen Ministers)> Both the book and DVD are in Epiphany’s Library.
“The 36-Hour Day-A Family Guide to Caring for People Who Have Alzheimer Disease, Other Dementia’s, and
Memory Loss” by Nancy L. Mace, MA (now retired) and Peter V. Rabins, MD, MPH with the John Hopkins
University School of Medicine. First published in 1981, The 36-Hour Day is now in its 6th edition (2017). For
decades this has been the “go-to” book for families giving care to persons with dementia. Each edition has been
updated giving attention to recent research, hospice care, latest findings on eating and nutrition, websites and
updated addresses of associations and state offices. (Epiphany’s Library has the 1999 edition).
Daniel Kuhn, MSW, “Alzheimer’s Early Stages: First Steps for Family, Friends, and Caregivers.” Kuhn focuses
on three areas. The first is the medical aspects of the disease. Second, planning for mid-term and long-term needslegal and financial issues, living arrangements, and relationship changes. Finally, he offers advice to the caregivers
as they care for someone with Alzheimer’s.
Finally, being added to Epiphany’s Library is “Care That Works– A Relationship Approach to Persons with
Dementia”by Jitka M. Zgola. She emphasizes three elements of good care: a good relationship between the
caregiver and the person with dementia, a safe and nurturing environment, and meaningful activities.
We hope that you will find these resources helpful. Should you know of materials regarding Alzheimer’s and
dementia that caregivers
might benefit from,
please let us know.

Debbie Pellmann and
Mike Horacek,
Stephen Leaders
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Thank You
Members of Epiphany:
You have my heartfelt appreciation for the many prayers, cards of
comfort, and phone calls I received while dealing with my recent
illnesses and the death of my parents. I am so grateful for all your
love and support! God be with you,
Stephanie Horacek
Dear Epiphany members,
The Hahn family appreciates your prayers, cards and expressions
of sympathy after the death of Henry (Hank).
We especially thank those who helped with the memorial service.
A sincere thank you to Pastor Phillip for his love and comfort at the hospital as we waited for news about
Henry.
Gloria Hahn and family
Dear Pastor Phillip and Epiphany Parishioners,
Thank you for your donation to CARITAS in memory of Henry (Hank). Hank really saw the benefit of this
program and used his time and talent to help it succeed.
Thanks again, Gloria Hahn
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Our Mission Statement: The Prayer Shawl Ministry
has been created to provide comfort for those in need
of God’s embrace.
The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud,
canopy, or cloak which envelopes the wearer both
physically and spiritually, in prayer and celebration,
in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a commanded
blessing, given by God.
Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer Shawls for those in need of comfort and
inner strength.
This month our group will meet in the parlor on the second Saturday of the month in the parlor at 11:00 am.,
April 14, 2018; and in May on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am., May 15, 2018. There is always
room for at least 1 or 2 more so please don't hesitate to attend. Lessons will also be offered. We would love
to teach the youth of our church to knit or crochet. If you would like to learn this art, please either call me
or attend our meeting. If you would like to work from home and not attend our meetings, we would love to
count you as one of our members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care about: those with health issues;
those in distress; those who mourn; those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby;
graduate; newlyweds; to name a few.
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to request a Prayer
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist
you with your need.
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Community Service Ministry
Habitat for Humanity Work Day, April 21
Our 2018 Epiphany spring work day for Hanover Habitat for Humanity is
scheduled for April 21 in Ashland. We hope you can join us. We will have
our specific assignment of jobs by April 16. You do not need to be skilled to
work with us but must be at least 16 years of age. Our work day begins at
8:30 am at the site and continues until 3:30 pm. Carpooling will be available
from the church. Meet at 8:00 am if you would like to carpool.
If you are not able to work on the site, perhaps you can volunteer to provide
lunch for our volunteers. Sandwiches and cookies are prepared for our
workers.
Signup sheets are at the Welcome Desk in the Commons.
As stated in the mission statement for Hanover Habitat for Humanity, “we are seeking to put God’s love into
action by bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope!”
For additional information, please contact Marilyn Gloyer at gloyerm@yahoo.com or 804-363-0196.

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional
information, call the pantry at 565.8007.
Inclement weather? Check channel 8 for
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then
LAMB’s Basket is closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are available on the Community
Service bulletin board for those under 18.

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, April 13, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Wednesday, April 18, 9:30 am—1:00 pm
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d
MICAH News!
Thank you, Epiphany, for the books you donated to Southampton
Elementary School students on March 2nd, Dr Seuss’ birthday. All
400+ students in grades k-5 came to the Activity Room to select a book
to take home. Our volunteers enjoyed helping a child choose a book
and in exchange received a smile and a “thank-you.”
Southampton’s Scholastic Book Fair at the end of March offered
opportunities for Epiphany volunteers to help the librarian, Mrs.
Johnston. The one-day commitment was greatly appreciated. Mrs.
Johnston loves the help she receives for shelving books and/or with
other library projects. Please sign the Micah sheet in the Commons
if you are interested in becoming involved. Any amount of time is
gratefully welcomed!

Another great big "Thank you,” to all of the donors
who made the Lenten blood drive a great success.
Eighteen times 3 equals 54 lives saved by your
generous gift. And that doesn't even include those
who donated, in Epiphany's name, at the Virginia
Blood Services donation center.
Mark your calendars for the next Epiphany Blood Drive, July 8.

WELCA Circles Meet

The Margaret Miller Circle will meet on April 10, 10:00 am in the Star Lodge.
Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Jackie Collins 703-304-8568, with any
questions.
The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet on April 11, at 10 am, in the Star Lodge.
Jean Henry and Margaret Risher are hosting and will present a special program. Call Eileen
Johnson (752-6140) with questions.
The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday evening, April 19. Please note that this is a change from the
date in the yearbook. Our hostess is Diane Neergaard. If you are interested in joining our evening circle,
please contact Tatter Hartmann at tatterh@hotmail.com or 804-741-0276.
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Nursery School News
March was a great month here at ELNS! We had a
birthday party for Dr. Seuss on Feb. 28 in the Upper
Room and a wonderful time was had by all! The children
loved having The Story Lady, Ali Pfautz, come and read a
Dr. Seuss book and tell some her own stories. You can
check out our Facebook page to see photos of the event.
Also in March we saw our winter enrichment classes of
Starz Sports and Little Owl Yoga Storytime end and our
spring sessions of Outdoor Adventures, Soccer Shots, and
Little Owl Yoga Storytime have begun.
Our summer camp registration is now open!
You can register online at http://
epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com/summer-camp/.
Our first week is May 29 – June 1 with a Sleeping Under the Stars
theme and the second week is June 4-7 with a Nocturnal Animals
theme. If you have a child ages 2-6 that would like to come, make sure
you register them early. The rates will go up on April 15 and again on
May 1.
Spaces for attending ELNS for the 2018-2019 school year are filling
fast! We are already on waiting lists in some rooms. If you would like
to find out more information about our program or schedule a tour,
please contact the school office. I would be more than happy to answer
your questions or schedule a time to have you come in to meet with
you.
Sincerely,
Jessica Hendricks
elnsdirector@gmail.com

282-7506
http://epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com/

A Stephen Minister’s Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,
Be with our ministry as we walk with those who are hurting.
For those to whom we have reached out, let them hear and contemplate the invitation to have a Stephen
Minister to walk with them through their journey of grief, pain or confusion.
For those in our congregation who are suffering in silence, putting on brave faces, let them hear the message of
our ministry, realize that they don’t have to go it alone. Help them to know that sharing their struggles with us
would not be a burden or inconvenience to us but that we wait here wanting to be a blessing to them. Bring
them to us, Lord, that we might be your humble and obedient servants in thanksgiving for the grace that you
have shown to us.
We lift our prayers to you with confidence, knowing that You give us all we need.
In the name of Your Son Jesus. AMEN
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Members in Our Prayers

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org
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Beating of the Bounds—May 3!
Ascension Day “Beating of the Bounds”– May 3
(we are aware that Ascension Day is actually May 10, but Pastor Phillip
will be away on May 10, so we’ve moved our celebration of the Ascension to the week prior)
All Epiphany members and friends are invited to join the pastors as
they undertake the ancient church custom of “Beating the Bounds.”
This year we introduce a new change: We will end our journeys at
Epiphany with food trucks, activities, and a brief worship service.
In the old days, beating the Bounds was a formal way for pastors and
leaders of a congregation to re-familiarize themselves with the territory and outer limits of their parish. It was also a way for pastors to reconnect with people outside the church’s four walls and a little closer
to where they actually lived. This tradition has ties to the meaning of
Christ’s Ascension. Forty days after his resurrection, when Christ is
taken into heaven, he instructs his disciples and says, “You will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth” (Acts 1:8). Still today, through the power of the Holy Spirit, the church is called to share the gospel far and wide.
Of course, Lutheran congregations in America stopped operating with strict geographical boundaries decades ago, and many people these days worship in and join congregations that are many miles from their homes. Some of us even pass other Lutheran congregations on the way to Epiphany. No parishes we know still practice the Beating of the Bounds.
Nevertheless, we think it is good for us to be reminded of the particular features of the area Epiphany. Therefore, on this Ascension Day observance, May 3, your pastors will be “beating the bounds” of Epiphany’s “parish.” We will spend the day driving the
perimeter (or close to it) of the Richmond metro area and stopping occasionally for conversation and meals and prayers for our
communities. We had wonderful participation when we did this in 2016 and 2017 and look forward to seeing you again this time.
We will be open for conversation and will have a brief Bible study available for discussion and fellowship. We believe this example
of “church on the road” will give us a greater appreciation of how far some of our members drive to take part in Epiphany’s ministries and we also look forward to being “out of the church building” and closer to where you live and work and play…at least for a
few hours. We would love for you to join us on May 3.
Our schedule for Beating the Bounds on May 3 is as follows:
9:00am – breakfast at Waffle House in Mechanicsville (7400 Sandy Lane, off Mechanicsville Turnpike)
10:30am – Coffee or tea at Ashland Coffee and Tea (10 N Railway Road, Ashland, 23005)
12:00noon – lunch at Panera in Short Pump (11703 W. Broad St. Richmond, 23233)

1:30pm – check in and office hours at home base Epiphany
3:30pm – Coffee/dessert at Starbucks in Midlothian (Bldg 10 WC Commons Way, Midlothian, 23113)
5:30pm – Epiphany Lutheran for supper, dessert, and fun Ascension Day activities for the whole family. Food trucks begin service at
5:30. Please sign up for this end-of-day part of the event near the Welcome Desk in the Commons! We would like to have a headcount.
Easter blessings,

Pastor Phillip and Pastor Joseph
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16

23
7 pm Stephen Ministry
Mtg, Star Lodge

30

15
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon EYG Meeting, Star Lodge

22
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon Lil Youth Meeting, Star Lodge
6:00 pm National Youth Gathering
Meeting, Star Lodge

29
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.
Noon EYG Meeting, Star Lodge

7 pm Stephen Ministry
Mtg, Star Lodge

7:00 pm Building Team
Meeting, Chapel

9

8
8:00 am (8:30) Chancel Choir
8:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion
9:30 am Blood Press. Readings, Parlor
9:30 am Epiphany Ringers, Balcony
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 (11am) Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship w/Holy Comm.

Monday

2 Office Closed

1
Easter Sunday
8:00 am Service with Holy Communion
9:30 am Service with Holy Communion
11:00 am Service with Holy Communion

Sunday

Tuesday

7 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge

24
10:00 am Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study, Chapel

7 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge

17
10:30 am Bible Study, Chapel
11:30 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace

10
10:00 am Margaret Miller
Circle, Star Lodge
10:30 am Bible Study, Chapel
11:30 am Men’s “Manna”
lunch, Grapevine
7 pm Council Mtg, Chapel
7 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge

7:30 pm Men’s Basketball,
Price Hall

3
7 pm Stephen Ministry
Training, Star Lodge

25
10 am Archives, Narthex
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price Hall
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints
6:30 pm Cherub Choir
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells
7:00 pm Confirmation

18
9:30 LAMB’s Basket, Oakview Ave
10 am Archives, Narthex
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price Hall
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints
6:30 pm Cherub Choir
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells
7:00 pm Timothy Ministers Meeting,
Star Lodge
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir

11
10 am Archives, Narthex
10:00 am Clara Sullivan Circle, Star
Lodge
5:45 pm Wed. Even. Meal, Price Hall
6:30 pm Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 pm Singing Saints
6:30 pm Cherub Choir
7:00 pm Jr. Handbells
7:00 pm Confirmation
7:15 pm (11 am) Chancel Choir
8:00 pm Confirmation Mentors

4
10 am Archives, Narthex

Wednesday

April 2018
Thursday

26
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

6:00 pm Katie Luther Circle

11:30 am Men’s Lunch,
Nick’s Roman Terrace

19
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

12
9:45 am Mom’s Bible Study,
Chapel

5

Friday

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

27

20

6 pm Packing Bags for
HHOPE, Narthex

13
9:30 am LAMB’s
Basket, Oakview Ave

6

Saturday

28
9 am-Noon Quilters,
Price Hall
10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

21
8:00 am Habitat for
Humanity workday,
meet in church parking
lot to carpool

14
10 am-11:30 am
HHOPE Distribution,
Narthex

7

Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church
1400 Horsepen Road
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road
Richmond, VA 23226
Phone: 804-282-6066
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a congregation of the ELCA

Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca
FROM THE ARCHIVES

April 1964 – The May Examiner announced Easter (March 29, 1964) marked the first time that Sunday
worship attendance exceeded 500. (Note: the May Examiner was published in April.)

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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