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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy 

January 2017 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS! 

January 1 -      Holy Communion Service, 10 am. 

January 8 -      Blood Drive! 8:30 am - 12:30 pm Price Hall 

January 8 -      Behold Our Light Service, 6:30 pm in the Chapel 

Consecration Sunday, December 4, 2016, was a success! 
 

We received many favorable comments regarding the worship services, the guest pastor, retired  Army 

Colonel and Lutheran clergyman, The Rev. Eric Wester,  the catered dinner, and the Grand Illumination of our 

Little Town of Bethlehem lighting display. 

To date, we have consecrated commitments from 194 

giving units for a total of $509,326.  We are blessed  to 

receive these commitments to support all of the ministries 

of Epiphany.  If you have not turned in a commitment 

card, it is not too late to do so.  Blank commitment cards 

are available in the Commons near the Welcome Desk and 

in the Narthex on the tall “usher” table.  When completed, 

they may be placed in the box designated for commitment 

cards on the same table.  You may also place your 

commitment card in the offering plate or mail it to the 

church.  Just as a reminder, your individual commitment 

is kept confidential. 

A special thanks to Rob Hamlin for catering the dinner, the volunteers who decorated, erected and illuminated  

the Little Town of Bethlehem, and those who handled the mailing  and the clean -up. 

Thank you very much for your participation in Consecration Sunday.  We look forward to a year of sharing 

God’s grace together. 

Stewardship Team members:  Carolyn Kronk, Kelly Domaleski, Karen Gonzales, Karen McQueen, Britt 

Smithson, Bob Bush, Lyle Gleason, Bruce Garringer 
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Epiphany’s new Sunday worship service, Behold Our Light, will begin on January 8 at 6:30pm. This worship 
service will feature contemplative music and candlelit atmosphere and will, like our other worship services, offer 
Holy Communion every week. Our hope is that this worship service will offer an opportunity for people to 
worship with us who may not, for whatever reason, be able to join us on Sunday mornings. We anticipate 
welcoming new people from our wider community to Epiphany through this service. 
 
If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant at the Behold Our Light service (lay reader, communion 
assistant, usher, greeter, altar care) please contact Pastor Phillip at pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org.  

There were 58 beautiful poinsettia plants that 
adorned the altar and chancel for Christmas.  It 
was a meaningful way to honor and/or remember 
our loved ones. Thank you so much for your 
contribution of beauty. 
 

Remember to bring empty large juice cans that 
are used to transport the altar flowers to those that 
are homebound or in the hospital. 
 

The need continues for individuals to serve on 
altar care.  The time you will spend doing the 
work is about a half hour before and after the 
service. There is no heavy lifting and you will not 
work alone. Contact Peggy Roberts for more 
information. 

mailto:pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
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A Grateful Gift 

Epiphany has received a full set of gold paraments for use on Easter Sunday, given by Mac and Carole 
Alfriend in loving memory of Carole’s parents, Robert Howard and Ruby Norris Einarsen. Gold is the primary 
liturgical color for Easter Sunday. This set includes a chasuble with overlay stole, two preacher stoles, and a 
cover for the pulpit and another for the lectern. We are grateful to have this special set of paraments for use on 
Easter Sunday, the highest point of the church year.  
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Safety Team 
One of the many initiatives that have come out of the Long Range Plan has been to create a Safety Team, 

which is to be responsible for the creation of an Emergency Action Plan in the event of a fire or medical 

emergency. This team has been formed and has been meeting monthly for the last three months. The team has 

met with Fire Fighters and the Henrico County Division of Fire and has sent some members for official safety 

training designed specifically for places of worship. 

 

Although our ultimate goal is to create a recommendation to Council for an 

“Emergency Policies and Procedures” document, some immediate actions 

have already started to take shape. These include: 

The installation of a “KnoxBox” which allows Fire Crews immediate 

key access to the church building in the event of an emergency (even 

when no one is at the church!) 

Plans to create a new ministry “Safety Team” which will patrol and 

assist every service 

Franklin Street doors will now be locked during worship services, 

allowing us to greet all guests through the front doors and the doors 

next to Sala Chapel 

Master-Key ownership policies for the church 

 

The team is excited at the progress already made and looks forward to presenting council with an official 

document outlining policies and procedures in the event of a fire evacuation or a medical emergency. Team 

members and contributors include: Brendan Paget (Team Lead), Carol Mawyer, Carrie Griffith, Frank Bark, 

John Darnes, Jeff Lanham, Jim Yucha, Lyle Gleason, Ray Spletzer, and Zach Poprocky. 

 

Please feel free to stop any of us and share any feedback or concerns you may have. 
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Finance Ministry 

As of November 30th, our receipts are $13,985 ahead of budget and expenses are $36,057 less than budget 

which gives us a favorable surplus of $50,042.  As a reminder, any surplus at the end of the year will be 

moved to Unrestricted Surplus to be used for unforeseen purchases or to jumpstart a capital campaign. 

Regular member giving was $635,913 which is ahead of budget by $7,272 in part due to timing of one 

large stock proceed donation this year (given in July vs Dec 2015) and a prior year item in a dedicated 

account that was deemed to be income and moved in September.  Other income is $6,713 above 

budget.  Total income is $13,985 ahead of budget. 

 

Compared to prior year, total income is up 8% primarily in regular member giving in part due to the 2 

items explained above.  Adjusted for those items, regular member giving is up 4% vs last year.  

  

Total expenses for the year were $612,374 which was $36,057 below our budget.  Primary drivers of the 

favorable variance is the change to a part-time Christian Ed employee, 1 vs 2 weeks of VBS and 

property insurance savings. 

 

Compared to prior year, total expenses are 1% lower. 
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Music Ministry 

The Saint Olaf College Choir will be performing in Richmond as part  

of their Winter 2017 Tour.   

 The St. Olaf Choir is the premier choral ensemble of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn. St. Olaf College is a 
four-year, co-educational liberal arts college of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) with students from across the 
United States as well as from 30 other countries.  St. Olaf College is 
recognized worldwide for the exceptional breadth and depth of its 
music program. 

 The St. Olaf Choir continues to attract capacity audiences at top 
venues around the country including Carnegie Hall, Philadelphia’s 
Verizon Hall, the Kennedy Center, Cleveland’s Severance Hall and 
the Orchestra Halls of both Chicago and Minneapolis. 

 The St. Olaf Choir was honored with the 1999 Wittenberg 
Award for outstanding contributions to Lutheran church music. 

 The Choir will be accompanied by a small chamber orchestra to include Epiphany member musician, William 
Bice. 
 

Tickets are on sale now through the St. Olaf web-site: http://wp.stolaf.edu/stolaf-choir/ Then click on tour 
tickets.  These tickets usually sell out.  They will be performing on Friday, February 3, 2017 at 7:30 pm at River Road 
Baptist Church. 

THANK YOU ONE AND ALL 

Many thanks to the many individuals who have already shared their 
musical talents with us during the Advent season, and we look forward 
to all those who will share their talents during the Christmas season.  
We are fortunate to have so many talented persons as part of our church 
family.  We appreciate everyone’s willingness to participate and offer 
their talents back to the glory of God! 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR REMINDERS 

Both the Singing Saints and Cherub Choirs will resume normal 
rehearsal schedules on Wednesday, January 4 at 6:30 p.m. Cherub 
Choir will participate in worship leadership on Sunday, January 
15. The Junior Handbell Choir will resume rehearsals on 
Wednesday, January 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the balcony.   
 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS?  BE A PART OF MUSIC MINISTRY 

Are you one who likes New Year’s resolutions? If so, why not take this opportunity to be a part of our music 
ministry here at Epiphany? We have many options available for those who enjoy singing, playing an 
instrument, and ringing handbells. We have groups of musicians of all ages!  Remember, all you need is a 
willingness to learn and have fun – as a group, we’ll take care of the rest! Give one of our many music 
ministries a try in 2017! 
 

WELCOME NEW MUSICIANS 

We welcome two folks into the music leadership of the Behold the Light worship service, Sundays at 6:30.  
Matt Gabriel, a longtime member of Epiphany, will be joining us as a piano accompanist for the third Sunday 
service.  Lauren Bowman, a senior at Saint Gertrude High School, will be sharing her talents with us as cantor 
for this service. Welcome to both Lauren and Matt – we look forward to the sharing of your gifts! 

Kevin Barger, Director of Music Ministry. 

Playing during Sunday Worship 

http://wp.stolaf.edu/stolaf-choir
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Faith Formation 

Advent Poster Coloring—A BIG Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who helped color our Advent posters that are 

hanging in the Commons. Together we do beautiful work! We would 

love to hear your feedback about offering more coloring ministries in 

the future! Email Cheryl at cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org. 

Vacation Bible School 2017 
 

We are currently planning to offer two options for Vacation Bible School again this year. More details on our 

evening Vacation Bible School will be available soon, but in the meantime, it is time to get supercharged for 

Hero Central, our Daytime VBS! 

 

 Date: July  

 Time: 8:45am—12:00 noon 

 Who: For  Ages 3 to Rising 5th Graders 

Welcome a New Year! 
There will be No Sunday School on December 25 or January 1!  

 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

See you in Sunday School on January 8!    

The Lord’s Prayer for 1st and 2nd Graders! 
 

Parents and their 1st and 2nd Graders are invited to come learn about the Lord’s 
Prayer during Sunday School, January 8, 15 and 22 at 10:00 am in Room 104. 
The class will meet to learn more about the Lord’s Prayer.  
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Adult Faith Formation 

Tuesday Morning & Wednesday Offering 

Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action, Part 1 
Sometimes our lives seem powerless. Not so for the people of 

the early church. Jesus transformed their lives and they changed 

the world! Acts is the extraordinary record of what they did. 

The power that we see in action in this book is the same power 

that can transform our lives. Join us Tuesdays at 10:30am and 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm in Sala Chapel to begin to understand 

what the Holy Spirit can do in you and in the world.  

Thursday Morning Offering 
 

Mom’s Bible Study meets Thursday mornings in Sala Chapel. The 
nursery opens at 9:15am and discussion starts at 9:30am. When we meet 
on Thursday, January 5 we will conclude our study of Pew Sisters with 
Session 12: Eve (page 145). Our new study, Twelve Women of the Bible, 
will begin on Thursday, January 12. In this 12-session small group Bible 
study, Lysa TerKuerst, Elisa Morgan, Jeanne Stevens and other leaders 
look at the spiritual lessons learned from twelve biblical women and 
what they mean for your life today. 

Sunday Morning Offering—9:45am 
 

An Odd Couple, Jonah and Ruth: Lessons for our Fractured World 

Talk about immigrants, aliens, and strangers has been at the center of 
many conversations and news stories over the past year.  Beginning 
January 8, during the Sunday School hour, we will have an opportunity 
to study two biblical books that focus on “the outsider” and share our 
own experiences and thoughts regarding those who differ racially, 
culturally, and religiously from us.  Pastor Tom Bosserman will serve as 
our leader.   

“You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on 
my behalf.”  

John 5:39 
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Faith Formation 

Thanks for the Advent Calendar Baskets 
 
Many thanks to the Sunday School classes for your clever box of daily devotions. What fun I have had 
opening each package and reading your personal message. 
Thank you,  
Mary Lee Leigh 
 
 
Just want you to know that words can't express how much I appreciated the Advent box.  Don't get to church 
anymore and I was so touched at being thought of. 
I open each day at lunch and my tablemates also enjoy the treasure inside and Bible verse. 
Thank you again, 
Patricia  

January Baptism Birthdays 

  
  

Thank You 

Thank you for the calls, cards and wishes you sent after my brother, Fletcher Cox, died and five weeks later 
when his son Jim also died. It meant so much. Friends are such wonderful people and they all are appreciated 
so very much.  

Nancy Feitig 

 

To All of My Epiphany Family: 

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, thoughts, and cards which I have been blessed with over these past 
weeks. There is an anonymous quote that I think is very appropriate for all: Friends are the pillars on your 
porch. Sometimes they hold you up, sometimes they lean on you, and sometimes it’s just enough to know that 
they are standing by.” 

Thank you friends, 

Debbie Turner 



 10 

 

 

JANUARY  

 Sunday, January 8 – Winter Olympics 

 Monday, January 16 – Martin Luther King Day – In the Name of Love Service Day 

 Wednesday, January 18 – Seventh and Eighth Grade Fellowship (5:45 Dinner, 6:15-7:30pm Games) 

 Sunday, January 22 – Regular Gathering in Star Lodge 

 Friday, January 27 – Sunday, January 29—Winter Celebration Week Two (9-12th grade) 

Epiphany Youth Group 2016 - 2017 

One thing I asked of the LORD, and that I will seek after:  
To live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  
And to behold the beauty of the LORD. 

LIL 

YOUTH 

 

All 5th and 6th Graders are invited to join us! 

Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 

6th graders and we hope YOU will join us for monthly 

gatherings this coming year, including games, field trips, 

crafts, service projects, and more as we grow in faith and 

friendship! 

BEHOLD THE BEAUTY 
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             High School Summer Service Trip to  

 This coming summer, join EYG as we serve youth, the elderly, and children in the City of Brotherly Love!  

In Philadelphia the major focus of the week will be both learning and experiencing the ways the city provides 

resources to hungry residents. We will get our hands dirty weeding at an urban garden, packing boxes at a food 

distribution center, and helping in local food pantries. We will also help with kids’ summer programs and we may 

also have the chance to spend time with local senior citizens or meet families at a local shelter.  

In the evenings, take a run up the “Rocky Steps” at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, explore Old City, attend a 

local church service, and spend time feasting with the community at a cookout.  

The total cost is $375 per person which includes transportation, a t-shirt and a fun activity at the end of the week. 

A check for $100 made payable to “Epiphany Lutheran; Memo: YouthWorks” are due in the church office by 

Sunday, December 18. The final $275 is due by Sunday, January 29. Epiphany will pay the remaining $145 

for each participant. Please speak with Pastor Joseph if additional financial assistance is needed. 

There will be a pre-trip covenant meeting in late spring/early summer. 

 Philadelphia! 
July 30 – August 4, 2017 
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Stephen Ministry 

This is the last in a series of articles in which we have introduced your Stephen Ministers to you. Hopefully, 
through their words and witness you have gained a better understanding of this ministry and also an 
appreciation of their commitment to you and to God. They are your Stephen Ministers and are here to serve 
you. As Stephen Leaders we would be remiss if we were not to thank them for the devotion they have to this 
ministry, the time and effort they give to it and the witness they provide all of us. They are a blessing not only 
to this congregation but to others who have sought their prayers and support.        
 

Debbie Pellmann, Stephen Leader, Mike Horacek, Stephen Leader 
 
Diane Dillard  I am thankful for  the oppor tunity to walk with a “sister in 
Christ”.  It is an honor to share with one another as we travel along our faith 
journey—walking together, supporting one another, learning and praying.  
 
Robyn Bridges Have you ever  felt like “life” is giving you more than you can 
handle . . . discouraged, overwhelmed with grief?  I certainly have. Having someone 
to actively listen without judging, and to walk alongside you through your difficulty 
makes those tough times a little less lonely. That’s why I became a Stephen 
Minister—to help others through those rough spots. To walk the journey with those 
who are hurting, to provide a caring ear, and to show others the love and 
compassion Jesus shows us.   
 
David Schiller I have been on my own faith journey for  some time. In 
connection with that I have sought to build on that faith by participation in various 
activities of the church including the charitable efforts and volunteering as a 
confirmation mentor several times. But I had been thinking I needed to do 
something involving a greater commitment and as a result came to the Stephen 
Ministry.  As it says in James 2:14-26,  faith without works is dead. So the 
opportunity to do more work expressing my faith seemed a good course. And I am 
mindful of Jesus’ admonition in Matthew 25:31-40 that what we do for the least of 
our brothers and sisters, be they poor in spirit or otherwise, we do for Jesus.  
Through the program training I have learned much. Through participation in our bi-
weekly Stephen Minister meetings for peer discussions I have benefited from seeing 
other Stephen Ministers put their faith to work. Hopefully, in prayerful service and 
caring to another in need, I will reflect our God’s goodness, grace and mercy. I look 
forward to a fulfilling and meaningful service as a Stephen Minister. 
 
Karen Umbach I like to say I came into Stephen Ministry “kicking and 
screaming”.  While reading an article in the newsletter about Stephen Ministry I 
paused and quickly decided “no, not for me”.  I later received a letter in the mail 
asking that I consider Stephen Ministry training.  I began to pray about this and 
agreed to attend an information meeting still feeling “probably no”.  While 
attending the church service before this meeting one of the hymns was “Here I Am, 
Lord”.  As I sang the words, “Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling 
in the night .” I could no longer say no. So, here I am. 
Although I don’t have a care receiver yet, I have gained so much from the training 
and my fellow Stephen Ministers. I pray more often. I have learned it’s O.K. to not 
have all the answers and that God is truly in charge. 
Stephen Ministry to me is to be a reflection of God’s love. One imperfect person 
helping another imperfect person walk through a difficult time in their life. Not to 
solve the problems but to be there assuring them they are not alone and that Jesus is 
always beside us. 
Jesus instructs us to encourage one another and build up one another. As I start on 
this journey it is with many prayers that Jesus will guide me and use me. I am 
looking forward to the many blessings the Lord has for me as a Stephen Minister.  
Thanks be to God! 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is searching for a MYSTERY WOMAN who donated a bag a beautiful yarn 
during the early part of November.  She ran into Steve Collins in the church's parking lot and handed him 
a bag and said it was for Jackie.  So sorry, but putting faces to names is still not one of our strong points.  
We need to send out a special thanks to this MYSTERY WOMAN. 

 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak 
which envelopes the wearer both physically and spiritually, in 
prayer and celebration, in joy and sorrow.  The Prayer Shawl is a 
commanded blessing, given by God. 

 

There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those 
we care about:  those with health issues; those in distress; those 
who mourn; those who travel or move away from friends and/or 
family; new baby; graduate; newlyweds; to name a few. 

 

Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer 
Shawls for those in need of comfort and inner strength. 

 

Our group meets in the parlor every second Monday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m.  There is always room for at least 1 or 2 more so please 
don't hesitate to attend.  Lessons will also be offered.  If you would 
like to work from home and not attend our meetings, we would 
love to count you as one of our members also. 

 

 

 

The ministry is now in need of your help.   

We will need yarn from your attic and/or storage closet.  As you search your home for yarn, please assess the 
yarn to donate as you would if needing a prayer shawl for yourself (soft, warm and comforting).  In addition, if 
anyone has plastic storage baskets that they would like to donate for us to store the prayer shawls in, that 
would be marvelous.  Please contact Jackie Collins at 703 304 8568 if you have any items to donate and to 
arrange a pick-up. 

 

Thanking you in advance for your interest and donations. 

Betty Mason enjoying her prayer shawl 

during her recuperation of illness. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS 

All are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith each Wednesday beginning with dinner in Price Hall 

at 5:45, on January 4. Choir rehearsals, Bible Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered.  

Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and 

under. Household max is $20.00. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church office 

by Monday night at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org 

The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on 

the sign up sheets. 

Are you able to lend a hand with serving or clean up? The sign up sheets are at 

the Welcome Desk or contact Beth Barger at 282-6066. 

 
 

 

Happy New Year!  Thank you to those of you who came to see our 
Christmas program. The children were so cute and really enjoyed 
being in front of an audience (for the most part). 
 
It’s that time of year again; time to register for the 2017-2018 school 
year at Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School.  Priority registration for 
current school families and church members opens on January 2.  
Priority registration will end on January 16 and we will open 
registration to new families on January 17.  All registration 
information and forms will be available on our website beginning on 
January 2 (or before).   
 
Our application is online so you can submit it easily from the comfort of 
your own home.  Please give the school office a call if you would like to 
schedule a tour or have any question. You can access our application 
and tuition information at www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com/
services.  
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by phone or email.  
Our phone number is 282-7506 and my email address is 
nurseryschool@epiphanyelca.org. 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Hendricks 

Fellowship Ministry 

Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School 

http://www.epiphanyelca.org
http://www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com/services
http://www.epiphanylutherannurseryschool.com/services
mailto:nurseryschool@epiphanyelca.org
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Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Friday, January 13, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 18, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:  
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 
 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. 
Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 
 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 
Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Community Service Ministry 

Happy New Year from the HHOPE Ministry Team! As you begin to think of new plans for 2017 we hope that 
you will consider donating to the HHOPE pantry. This is such a crucial project to help our community. We 
ask for the following donations at any time of the year: 

 
64 oz Apple Juice 

Canned Vegetables 
Canned Meat 

Boxed Macaroni and Cheese 
Oatmeal Packets or Canisters 

Canned Fruit (any kind) 
Dry Cereal 

  

If you don’t have time to shop, monetary donations are always appreciated. You can make a check out to 
Epiphany Lutheran Church and put HHOPE on the memo line. Each family bag costs about $14. 

 

We would also like to give Jeff and Susan Freeze a HUGE THANK YOU for their dedicated service to the 
HHOPE pantry. Without their kind leadership and dedication to all the facets of this ministry team, the 
HHOPE pantry would not exist as it does today. We are blessed that even though they are retiring from their 
leadership roles, they will still be actively involved in this ministry. 

The Giving Tree  

 A big thank you to all who supported us in this ministry -- cutting out stars, 
setting up and decorating the Christmas tree, taking a star, and lastly, most 
importantly, buying and delivering the gifts for 63 children from a local school 
and 14 children from Lutheran Family Services. The families of these children are 
most grateful for all that you have provided to give their children joy and 
excitement during this Christmas season.  
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

REFORMATION BLOOD DRIVE 

In celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Richmond area Lutheran churches will be conducting 

blood donation drives throughout 2017.  Individual churches have each designated a specific date to honor the 

Reformation with a donation event.  EPIPHANY  will kick off the yearlong celebration, hosting our Reformation 

Blood Drive on January 8, 2017, the first Sunday after the Epiphany and Our Lord’s Baptism. 

We had a very successful blood drive in October and hope to set the standard for all of Richmond’s Lutheran 

congregations following our Epiphany drive.  So, save the date and share God’s immeasurable gift of life. 

Contact Carl Erickson (in the directory) with any questions about the drive or about blood donation in general. 

                  

"Come be a Reformation donor!"   JANUARY 8, 2017 

 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 

Epiphany’s blood pressure screenings which had formerly been conducted on the first and third 

Sundays of the month, will, beginning January, 2017 be held once a month, on the first Sunday 

of the month.   
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WELCA Circles Meet 

 

The Margaret Miller Circle will meet Tuesday, January 10 in Pr ice Hall for  the Sole 
Hope Shoe Cutting Party. Please bring your own scissors. 
Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Ann Decker 266-6007, with any 
questions. 
 

The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet again in January. 
 

The Katie Luther Circle will meet at Stephanie Horacek's home on January 12, 2017. If you are 
interested in joining this evening circle, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 804-741-0276 or 
tatterh@hotmail.com 

 

MICAH NEWS  

Books, new or gently used, are being collected for  

Southampton students (K – 5th grade)  

in preparation for a Dr. Seuss Birthday Party, March 2nd.   

Your donations may be placed 

in the Micah basket located in the Commons. 

 

      

Southampton’s TIGER STORE! 

Southampton Elementary School students receive Tiger Bucks for positive behaviors. They spend those 
Bucks at the Tiger Store.  Volunteers are needed to run the store from 10:20 to 11 o’ clock and help with 

setting up, collecting Tiger Bucks, and helping with flow of students. Dates are: Friday, February 3rd; 
Wednesday, April 5th; and Wednesday, May 10th. This One-Day-Event offers a great opportunity to 

participate in our Micah program. A sign-up sheet is at the Welcome Desk in Commons. 

 

The Women of the ELCA are participating in the program “SOLE HOPE” during the month of January by 

holding shoe cutting parties, gathering supplies for shoes, first aid items etc.  The shoes will be sent to Uganda 

in Africa. Coloring pages are in the children’s worship bags. We hope to inform the children of the church and 

their parents about this project and let them know they can help by donating: 

 Stickers for the children  Large Safety Pins  Surgical Gloves 

 Cotton Balls    Medical Tape   Antibiotic Cream 

 Gauze     Band Aids 

For more details and where to leave donations, please contact Iris Will. 

mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President—Stephanie Paget ‘17 
Vice President— Lyle Gleason ‘18 
Secretary—Matt Greenshields ‘17 
Treasurer—Tim Sparks ‘19 
 
Council Members 
Joe Potter ‘17 
Ramona Schaeffer ‘18 
Amy Boyle ‘18 
Wayne Shimko ‘19 
Macon Sizemore ‘19 
Ray Spletzer ‘19 

 
Ever want to know what is discussed at Council 
meetings?   Our Council Secretary, Matt 
Greenshields, posts monthly summaries of all the 
Council minutes on the bulletin board in the 
Commons (The bulletin board near the doughnut 
table). Copies of Council minutes are also 
available in the office during the week. 

Another Year Has Passed… 
 

Well, another year has passed and Epiphany has continued to show the love and 
grace of God through its many ministries.  Does anyone know all that we have 
done?  I suspect not even our Pastors or Staff know all of God’s work we have 
accomplished.   
 
Why is this so important?  Without some record of what we have done, in the 
future (next year, 5 years out, etc.), much of how things were done will be lost 
due to our failing memories.  One of the best lines I have heard about growing 
older is: “I don’t need to write that down…I’ll remember it”.  The truth is we 
don’t remember as well as we think we can.  Recently the Long Range Planning 
Team used information from the Transition Team – the Transition Team 
conducted a survey of the Congregation to get a sensing of where do we as a 
Congregation want to go and what do we want in our next Pastor.  Imagine how 
much longer it would have taken the Long Range Planning Team to do their 
work without the Transition Team records. 
 
Who uses this information?  All of us do.  Pastor Martin often asks the Archives 
Team about certain projects, activities, etc.  Many times questions are asked of 
Hanne and she either has the information readily available or knows who to 
contact to get it.  (Imagine if she gets ill and cannot be in the office.  Who will 
know where to begin to get an answer.) 
 
What can we do to save the yearly information of our work?  We – I’ll say it again – WE can write a brief 
narrative of what our ministry teams have done.  This does not need to be a detailed narrative – just a 
summary.  These summaries are called Annual Reports.  Hanne gathers these reports and compiles them into a 
book available to all of us.  She also provides a copy to the Archives Team for storage.  Annual Reports are 
not tasks of extreme labor.  They are a short summary of what we have done and are due to Hanne by February 
15, 2017.  Also, if you have records of what you have done (i.e. meeting minutes, papers, etc.) Please turn 
them into the Archives to be preserved. 
 
If you need help writing, contact Hanne Hamlin , Barry Westin or John Hartmann.   
 
All of us need to help with this.  After all, it is our History. 

John Hartmann, Archives Team 

From the Archives 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 
 
 
 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Times 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Evening 6:30 pm 

“Behold the Light” 
 

Wednesday Worship Service 
 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Richmond, VA 

Permit # 711 

a congregation of the ELCA 
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From The Archives 

January 15, 1991 - Church Council approved creation of the Endowment Board consisting of the following 
members: Dan Berry, Liza Briggs, June Cheelsman, Margaret Sue Copenhaver, Lee Gochenour,  
David Gorsline, Herbert Nichols, Adolph Platz, and Barry Westin. 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 

Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

