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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy 

December 2017 
 

“Come, Let us Worship the Newborn King” 

Worship schedule for Christmas 2017 

 

Sunday morning, December 24 

10:00am - Fourth Sunday in Advent (with Holy Communion) 

No Sunday School. This will be a “regular” Sunday morning worship service. 

 

Christmas Eve, December 24 

The Nativity of Our Lord 

3:00 and 5:00 pm– Children’s Christmas Eve 

Service with Tableau and Candlelight  

At this service, all of the children are welcome to be angels 

and shepherds during the reading of the Gospel lesson.  

Halos and staffs will be given to all children to use during the 

service.  Those wishing to be angels will stand in the side 

aisles, and the shepherds will stand in the center aisle.  

Entrance cues will be given to help the angels and shepherds. 

There will be baskets in the Commons to return the halos and staffs for future use. 

 

7:00 and 9:00 pm –Festive Christmas Eve Communion Services with Candlelight 

With shepherds, angels, and fellow Christians around the world, we worship at the birth of Jesus Christ. The 

Most High God is in a lowly manger – the God whom the universe cannot contain is enfolded in Mary’s arms 

– the presence of Almighty God is found in the trusting vulnerability of a newborn!  The mystery of the 

incarnation of God in Christ Jesus awes the faithful with the wonder of God’s grace.   

Wishing you and yours an Advent full of hope, and a Christmas full of joy. 

 

Sunday, December 31 

8:30 am and 11:00 am worship services with Holy Communion 

9:45 am Intergenerational Event 
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The “Economics of Christmas” is a term some cultural commentators use to 
refer to what is happening all around us as we hear and see a bombardment 
of marketing messages and advertisements from companies who hope 2017 
will again fulfill their expectations of earning about a quarter of their total 
annual sales in November and December as people purchase gifts, 
decorations, and supplies to celebrate this season.  
 

The cultural emphasis on the shopping aspect of the season starts as early as 
October and continues through January, and contributes to the way in which 
getting the best deals and being early for the best sales can become all-
consuming for some.  We have seen news stories about gloves-off, full-
contact department store feuds over the season’s hottest gifts. This month, 
retailers are projected to make $13.9 Billion in online revenue alone, a 
trend which inspired comedian Jimmy Kimmel’s quip, “I do most of my 
shopping online. But I hire someone to honk and scream obscenities at me 
while I'm doing it so I get the whole holiday shopping experience." 
And most of us will be a part of this economic activity: we will buy gifts, 
spend money, and shop. Indeed, it is a simple but profound pleasure to give 
a well-thought-about gift to a friend. Seeing a child’s delightful expectation in anticipation of unwrapping gifts 
gives us joy. Gift-giving is an expression of love, and as people of faith, we know that gift-giving is an 
opportunity to celebrate the True Gift given to us.   
 

The primary gift we celebrate this season, and the gift that inspires our giving, is the Child born to us, 
announced by the angel of the Lord, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”   
This Child is born to us! But he does not belong to us. We belong to him. And Jesus invites us to be 
disciplined in following his ways of serving, giving, and humbling ourselves in order to lift up our neighbor, 
especially the ones who are often overlooked, the poor, the vulnerable, and those who have no one to advocate 
for them.    
 

As we continue to live into our Long-Range Plan, we are focusing this year on our service objective: to 
cultivate Christ-like servants who respond to God’s grace by loving our neighbors as ourselves. Because 
we follow Christ who came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many, the 
“Economics of Christmas” at Epiphany will look different than they do in the surrounding culture.  
Just as God took on flesh in Christ, our desire to serve will take on flesh at the LAMB’s Basket local food 
pantry as we distribute food on Friday, December 8, 9:30 am-1 pm or stock shelves on Wednesday, December 
20, 9:30 am -1 pm.   
 

Our desire to give will take on flesh at the HHOPE Food Pantry as we help pack family food bags on Friday, 
December 8, 6 -7:30 pm or distribute food on Saturday, December 9, 9:30-11:30 am.   
Our desire to share will take on flesh in our Giving Tree ministry which will provide gifts and clothing for 70 
children in need, as we take a star from the Christmas Tree in the narthex under the stained-glass window of 
Jesus and purchase a gift for a girl or boy in our community.  
 

There are more details about these ministries and information about additional service opportunities in the 
pages that follow. Or perhaps you will find another way that your faith can take on flesh in service to our 
wider community. Perhaps you will invite friends, family, or members of our congregation to join you in 
serving in celebration of what Martin Luther called the “Happy Exchange” -- that in Christ, God takes our sin 
and gives us forgiveness, takes on humanity and gives his divine presence to the world. This is the Economy of 
Christmas that we celebrate to together this season in worship, fellowship, and service. 
May you have many happy exchanges this season in your giving and serving! 
 

Pastor Joseph   

Words from our Pastor 
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Worship and Music Team 
Sunday evening “Behold Our Light” Service Discontinued 

 

The October 24 meeting of the Worship and Music Team discussed the status and 
future of the Sunday evening worship service and unanimously recommended its 
discontinuation after November 19. Council supported this recommendation at its 
meeting on November 6. Attendance at the service had never been particularly 
strong, and it dropped significantly after August. A handful of new people did visit 
the service, but many of them eventually began worshiping instead at our Sunday 
morning services. The people who attended the service consistently gave good 
feedback about it. 
 

It is easy to get discouraged when a ministry doesn’t “take off” and flourish like expected. The Worship Team 
and staff were excited about implementing this part of the Vision 2020 plan. Although we would have liked to 
see this kind of ministry received differently, the end it helped us learn important things about our mission and 
ministry as a congregation going forward. For example... 
 

We are a Sunday morning congregation. Or least not a Sunday evening congregation. People who attended 
the Sunday evening service told us they thoroughly enjoyed it, but several said they missed the atmosphere and 
the chance to socialize that the Sunday morning services offer. In a way, this supports one of the emphases of 
the Brighten Our Light campaign, which has identified the need to provide more space for Sunday morning 
community to take place. Currently Sunday morning is where our strengths lie; let’s build on that. 

We need to be more intentional in the future about “seeding” a new worship service. If we try to 
begin a new service again, either here or off-site, we will need to think about recruiting 10-20 families/
individuals who will commit to making the new worship service “their service” for a while. That way 
we ensure a clear nucleus group from the outset. The Sunday evening service became somewhat 
awkward, especially for newcomers, when attendance dipped below 15. 

The Sala Chapel is now freer to be used in other ways. Even before the Brighten Our Light campaign 
was begun, the architect helped us imagine whether the Chapel space might better serve the 
congregation in another way. Now that there are no regular worship services occurring in the Chapel, it 
is easier to re-purpose that as a music space. Had the Sunday evening service taken off, it might have 
complicated that plan. 

We may want to try a different style of worship. Those who attended the Sunday evening service were 
very appreciative of its more relaxed, contemplative style. We heard numerous positive comments 
about the music. Figuring out the right combination of elements for a worship service is challenging—
day of the week, time of day, style of worship. Perhaps a different setting would be received even 
better. 

 

Thank you to the Worship Team, the pastors, the ushers, communion assistants, and the musicians for 
contributing their time and talent to the Sunday evening service! 

Mystery Hymn Word of the Week 
 

“Ineffably”? “Supernal”? “Diadem”? 
 

Notice something new in the worship bulletin each week? On the front page we now feature a “Mystery 
Hymn Word of the Week.” Hymns are often chock-full of great vocabulary words that rarely, if ever get used 
in regular conversation. Sometimes their meanings can be a mystery to us, yet their use can add color to our 
praise of God and deepen the expression of our faith. Each week we will select one such mystery word from 
one of our hymns and give its definition. As you sing along, see if you can figure out which word it is. Tell the 
pastor as you leave! 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President - Lyle Gleason ‘18 
Vice President - Amy Boyle ‘18 
Secretary - Ramona Schaeffer ‘18 
Treasurer - Tim Sparks ‘19 
 
Council Members 
Wayne Shimko ‘19 
Macon Sizemore ‘19 
Ray Spletzer ‘19 
Kyle Anderson ‘20 
Rob Burger ‘20 
Leigh Dunavant ‘20 

 
Ever want to know what is discussed at Council 
meetings? Our Council Secretary, Ramona Schaeffer, 
posts monthly summaries of all the Council minutes 
on the bulletin board in the Commons (The bulletin 
board near the doughnut table). Copies of Council 
minutes are also available in the office during the 
week. 

 Congregation Council Update 
At its November meeting, Church Council decided to apportion the Christmas and Easter offerings as follows: 

Forwarding Faith                 15% 

ACTS: prevent homelessness     15% 

Tuckahoe Rescue Squad             10% 

Crossover Ministry                     10% 

Camp Caroline Furnace              30% 

Lutheran Family Services           10% 

GraceInside, Prison Ministry      10% 

SIMPLY GIVING 

Simply Giving is a program that allows our members to establish an automatic payment to Epiphany to meet 

their commitment to the church. Currently we have 58 families using this program, The payments to the 

church can be made weekly, once a month or twice a month. The Simply Giving program can also be used to 

fund an individual commitment to our BRIGHTEN OUR LIGHT capital campaign. Participants in our current 

program will need to complete a new form if they desire to use Simply Giving for their commitment to our 

capital campaign.  

The authorization forms for the Simply Giving program are located in the Commons on the bulletin board by 

the thermostat. The form is also located on our website: www.epiphanyelca.org. at top of page click “home”, 

then click “who we are”, and at the bottom of the page you will see the Simply Giving Form which can then 

be printed out.  

A separate form will be required for the regular offering and for the Brighten Our Light campaign. Please 

contact our Finance Secretary, Bruce Garringer (804-598-4825) to answer any questions you may have about 

simply Giving.   
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Finance Ministry 

 

 

As of October 31st year to date, our receipts of $599,091 are ahead of budget by $1,376 and expenses of 

$537,112 are $13,005 less than budget.  We have a favorable surplus of $61,979 which is ahead of our 

budgeted surplus of $47,598 by $14,381. 

Regular member giving is $581,683 which is ahead of budget by $5,234 for the year and up 15% vs. 2016 

after adjusting for 1 less week YTD in 2017.  Total income is favorable $1,376 vs. budget. 

Total expenses year to date are $537,112 which is $13,005 below our budget due to favorability in Property 

expenses primarily in Janitorial Services; funding Third Sunday Service out of dedicated account vs budget 

and timing of expenditures in Administration and Service. 

Compared to prior year, total expenses are favorable by $29,497 due to staffing changes and timing of 
insurance payments (2 payments in 2016 vs 1 payment in 2017). 
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Music Ministry 

The King and Me 
The grammar is all wrong, but The King and I has already been used as a musical title, 
so…this year’s Christmas musical is The King and Me!  This is a fun ride through 
Bethlehem’s first amusement park!  Join us for the thrill of a lifetime!  Mark your 
calendars now to see our children and youth of the congregation as they take us on a 
breathtaking new adventure.  The Christmas musical will be held on Sunday, December 
10 at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Please come support our music and faith formation 
teams and help in your preparations for Christmas!  There will be lots of fun for all 
along with a reception following the performance. 
 
Children’s Corner 
As we prepare for the Christmas musical, there will be several additional rehearsals at 
various times.  Please pay close attention to the following schedule.  We look forward to 
a great production!  In order to provide our best possible work, it is very important that 
you make every effort to attend each rehearsal. 
 
Singing Saints 
Wednesday, November 29  6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 2  9:00 a.m. – noon 
Wednesday, December 6 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 9  9:00 a.m. – noon 
Sunday, December 10  Sing at Both the 8:30 and 11:00 services 
    Report to church at 3:00 p.m. 
    Musical at 4:00 p.m. 
Please note that we also sing on Christmas Eve – at either the 3:00 p.m. or the 5:00 p.m. service. 
 
Cherub Choir 
Wednesday, November 29 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 6 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, December 9  11:00 - 11:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 10  Report to church at 3:00 p.m.  
    Musical at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
Christmas Eve Music Ministry 
We will begin rehearsing chancel choir anthems for the 9:00 p.m. service 
during Wednesday evening rehearsals on December 7. If you would like to 
sing with us at this service, it is a great way to have a “short term 
commitment.” Please join us in the music room at 7:30 p.m. starting 
December 6. We will rehearse the Christmas Eve music first. 
 
Calling all Epiphany Brass – please let Kevin know if you are available 
and willing to play for the 7 and 9 p.m. services on Christmas Eve.  We 
will arrange rehearsals based on the availability of those playing.  I have 
some of you who have already advised of availability, but if you haven’t 
had that opportunity yet, please do! 
 
Singing Saints – we will sing one song from the Christmas musical at both the 3:00 and the 5:00 p.m.  services 
on Christmas Eve.  There is no extra rehearsal.  Those that are there for each service will join in the chancel at 
the appropriate time.  So, no matter which service you come to, you can participate!   
 
Junior Handbells – Note that you are playing on December 17 at the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services. 
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Adult Chancel Choir Reminders 
Please be reminded that there are no rehearsals on December 27.  Rehearsal will resume on January 3.  
Epiphany Ringers will NOT rehearse December 31.  Please note that Epiphany Ringers will rehearse on 
December 24 at 9:00 a.m. before the morning Advent worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Special Concert Opportunity 
Please mark your calendars now! We will be hosting an a capella group from Kenyon College on Thursday, 
January 4, 2018 in the sanctuary.  Our own Tracey Fatzinger is an alum from Kenyon.  We are excited for this 
group to share their talents with us.  More details to follow in the January newsletter! 

Music Ministry cont’d 

Poinsettia Plants 

Poinsettias in honor or memory of loved ones will be used in the chancel on 

December 24. To place an order, fill out the form found on the display in the 

Commons and turn in with check payable to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 

marked Poinsettias.  Each plant is $13.00. Your check should accompany your 

order.   

December 17th is the deadline for orders. Plants may be picked up following 

the 9:00 pm service on December 24th or during the week when the church 

office is open. 

2017 Grand Illumination – Wednesday, December 6th at 5:50 PM 

We will gather to illuminate our Little Town of Bethlehem display on Wednesday, December 6th at 5:50 pm. 
Please join us on the front lawn of Epiphany following our regular Wednesday night dinner – which will begin 
at 5:30. You can sign up for the dinner in the Commons and enjoy a mid-week meal and fellowship, or simply 
come for hymns and celebration on the front lawn at 5:50. 

In the past, our Grand Illumination was coupled with our Consecration Sunday Dinner. Our Consecration 
Sunday meal will be held separately this year on January 21, 2018 following the 11:00 service. 

 

Consecration Sunday Luncheon  

Save the Date!  

Our Consecration Sunday Luncheon will be held following the 11:00 service on Sunday, January 21, 2018 as 
we celebrate “Our Gifts for God’s Kingdom”. We will gather for a light lunch and desserts in Price Hall 
beginning at about 12:30. Please sign-up for the luncheon in the Commons beginning the week of December 
24th. In the event of inclement weather, an alternative date will be announced . 

For many years we have celebrated our congregation members’ donations of time, talents, and treasures during 
a Consecration Dinner. Feedback from the congregation indicated that moving the meal to the daytime hours 
and shifting from December to January might be a better fit for our busy families. We hope that our members 
will enjoy a less formal setting to gather and discuss stewardship and our hopes for the new year. 

Stewardship Ministry Team 
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Faith Formation 

Thank you for your amazing work with the Advent Calendar Gift Baskets! 
We hope these Gift Baskets will be a reminder for our homebound 

members and caregivers that they are an important part of our church 

body and give them an opportunity to prepare during Advent. Thank 

you to everyone who participated in creating and wrapping the 300 

gifts that were divided into 12 Advent Calendar Gift Baskets for our 

homebound members to enjoy during this season of Advent. There 

were lots of wrappings, trimmings and trappings and we got it all done! 

Thank you!  

Advent Devotions for All Ages 
Available in the Commons 

 

Pick up devotions to use throughout the Advent Season. There are options available 

for families, children, youth and adults.  

  

Advent Coloring Posters for All Ages 
Sundays at 9:45am and Wednesdays at 5:00pm 

Price Hall 

 

Enjoy coloring? Need some time to relax and unwind? 

Stop by Price Hall while you are here Sunday 

Mornings or during our Wednesday Evening Ministries 

to color some on our Advent Posters. All ages and 

skill levels are encouraged and welcomed to participate 

in coloring these large posters to hang in Price Hall!  

Crayons provided.  

Sunday School Christmas Service Project 
Stop by the Christmas tree in the commons and choose an ornament with a foster child’s information. Please 

provide your contact information on the sign up sheet benefitting Lutheran Family Services. Then bring the 

present back to the Commons by Sunday, December 10.  

 

 

Please Note: Sunday School will not meet on December 24 or 31.  
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Adult Faith Formation—Sunday School 

The Redemption of Scrooge 

9:45 am in Sala Chapel 

 

The Redemption of Scrooge by Matt Rawle is based on Charles Dickens’s 

A Christmas Carol. In this study, we will explore the world of Ebenezer 

Scrooge, Tiny Tim, and the Cratchits, with an eye to our Christian Faith. 

Join us to meet the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to Come and 

learn about living with and for others in a world blessed by Jesus. 

 

If this topic is particularly interesting to you and you would like to help 

lead the class we are still looking for additional facilitators! Please contact 

Cheryl by email, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org, or call the church office.  

Facilitators for our Adult Sunday School Classes 

Availability on Sundays, 9:45 am 

 

Maybe you have never thought about leading one of our Adult 

Sunday School classes, but maybe you should…There are so many 

different studies and opportunities to learn about Jesus in different 

and exciting ways, it would almost be impossible to not find 

something you would be excited to share with your church family 

here at Epiphany!  

Facilitating a Sunday School class as part of a teaching team will 

provide you with the opportunity to deepen and grow your own faith 

in so many ways. And our Adult Sunday School Offerings offer a 

shorter term commitment level—you can choose to facilitate a lesson or study that is as short as 4 weeks in 

many cases. Interested in learning more? Please contact Cheryl by email, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org, or 

call the church office, to have your questions about serving our church community through facilitating a 

Sunday Morning Adult Class answered!  

Advent Coloring Posters for All Ages 
Sundays at 9:45 am and Wednesdays at 5:00pm 

Price Hall 

 

Enjoy coloring? Need some time to relax and unwind? Stop by 

Price Hall while you are here Sunday Mornings or during our 

Wednesday Evening Ministries to color some on our Advent 

Posters. All ages and skill levels are encouraged and welcomed 

to participate in coloring these large posters to hang in Price Hall!  

Crayons provided.  
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Adult Faith Formation—Bible Studies 

December Baptism Birthdays 

  

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
aka Mom’s Bible Study, Sala Chapel 

Nursery opens at 9:30 am, Discussion starts at 9:45 am. 

All are welcome to join us as we take time to imagine Jesus from Mary’s point 

of view– proud of her son, in awe of his gifts and mission, guided by love for 

him as a person and so much more. We will begin at the end, with Mary at the 

Crucifixion and Resurrection, and travel back in time as she witnesses Jesus’s 

life and ministry. We will end at the beginning, with the Christ Child born in a 

stable….  Our last gathering for 2017 will be Thursday, December 14.  

Tuesday Morning & Wednesday Evening Bible 

Study Groups 
Sala Chapel, 10:30 am Tuesdays, 6:30 pm Wednesdays 

This month both groups are taking a closer look at the Advent Readings 

from the Revised Common Lectionary with The Lord is Our Light, 

Advent 2017 Bible Study. Join us Tuesday Morning or Wednesday 

evening to help understand the meaning of our Advent hope, its message 

of salvation, and how we are called to live “in the meantime.”    

Wednesday Evening Project Bridge continues through December 6.   
Thank you to everyone who participated in Lutheran World Relief’s Project:Bridge We have been making a 

journey around the world, getting our hands dirty, experiencing how we can make an effective impact, diving 

into scripture and crossing the BRIDGE into a deeper understanding of all God’s children.  
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The Brighten Our Light Campaign 
Several members of the Congregation have asked about the process for 
donating stock to the Brighten Our light Campaign.  As everyone’s 
situation is different,  PLEASE CONSULT YOUR FINANCIAL 
ADVISOR REGARDING TAX IMPLICATIONS PRIOR TO 
DONATING STOCK. 

If you are contributing stock please contact me (804) 740-7214 or 
mcalfriend@gmail.com and I will provide you with the information that 
will be necessary for our representative to complete the transaction. Please 
remember that any stock transfer must clearly identify the Brighten Our Light Campaign to ensure that the 
transaction is properly recorded. 

Envelopes for your Brighten Our Light contributions can be found by the Welcome Desk in the Commons.  

Please remember to indicate on the memo line, Brighten Our Light When making your contribution. 

Mac Alfriend 

Chair, Financial Ministry Team 

mailto:mcalfriend@gmail.com
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LIL 

YOUTH 

Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th 

graders, which meets monthly for games, field trips, crafts, service 

projects, and more as we grow in faith and friendship! 

Please Join us Sunday, December 17 for our Christmas Party! 
We will gather in the Star Lodge to eat lunch, make 
Christmas cookies, and to watch a Christmas movie! 
Noon-2:30 pm.  
 
And please also join us for BOWLING on Sunday, 

January 7.  We will meet at Star Lodge and head out to 

Bowl America in Short Pump. The cost $12 a person, which 

includes shoe rental plus two games. This is a family gathering so 

parents, siblings, etc. are invited to come along too!  

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Sunday, December 3     Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th grade), noon -2pm 

Wednesday, December 6   Confirmation 

Wednesday, December 13   Timothy Ministry Meeting 

Sunday, December 17   Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th grade) Caroling and tacky lights, 5pm 

     High School Overnight Lock-in, 8pm until 9am of Monday, Dec 18   
 

Wednesday, January 10  Confirmation 

Sunday, January 14   Winter Olympics for Epiphany Youth Group (7-12th Grade) 

Wednesday, January 24  Timothy Ministry Meeting 

Friday-Sunday, January26-28  Winter Celebration Retreat (9-12th grade) “Weekend 2” 

Wednesday, January 31   Confirmation   

 

Youth Ministry______________________________ 
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Stephen Minister Training 

Since 2013 Stephen Ministry has again been an important part of Epiphany’s caring ministry. We have a strong 

group of about 15 men and women through whom Christ is working as they give support  to persons 

experiencing one of life’s many challenges   

 Because Stephen Ministers work only with individuals of their gender, our ministry team is currently looking 

for five or six additional women to serve with us.  Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of training to prepare them 

for a one-to-one  caregiving ministry .  Stephen Ministers listen, explore feelings, pray for and with, and share 

Christ’s love with their Care Receiver in a one-on-one, confidential, caring relationship.  Stephen Ministers 

receive support for their ministry from the other Stephen Ministers during regular meetings. 

While being a Stephen Minister requires commitment of time and effort, it also brings joy and fulfillment.  It 

may be one of the most rewarding challenges you will ever embrace.  In addition, you will use the skills you 

learn not only in your caring ministry, but also in your everyday relationships with family, friends, neighbors, 

and coworkers.     

We are planning to begin training another class of Stephen Ministers in January or early February of 2018 and 

invite those who feel the call to contact us about joining us in this wonderful ministry.   You will also grow 

spiritually when you serve as a Stephen minister.  When God calls you to service, he also gives you the faith and 

the gifts you need to do his will. 

Peace and blessings from your Stephen Ministry Leaders,  

Mike Horacek  (804)965-0621, mjhoracek@msn.com  

Debbie Pellmann  (804)752-2898,  mpellmann@mindspring.com 

 

 

Stephen Ministry 
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Thank You 

Pastor Martin, 

Please share this with the people with make the baptismal banners:  

The Osborns want to thank you for your time and talent in making the baptismal banner for Owen Matthew on 
August 20th. My out of town in-laws and friends who had not visited Epiphany before kept commenting on 
this special keepsake. It is proudly hanging in Owen’s nursery here in Pittsburgh! 

You make a lot of these banner each year and we want you to know your hard work and dedication to this 
ministry is very appreciated! 

Many thanks, 

Karen Osborn 

(and Brian and Owen) 

 

Dear Friends, 
In this season of Thanksgiving I wanted to take this opportunity to address the congregation. As all of you 
probably know the last couple of years have been very challenging for me from a health stand point. Not only 
has it been tough on me, but it has also been very hard on Jane and Grace.  
 
Before I talk about them, I want to say a heart felt thank you to the pastors and congregation for the love, sup-
port, thoughts and prayers through this ordeal. We have received such support through prayers, meals, cards 
and calls. You have no idea how much they have helped. You have been praying for me for almost two years 
and it is working. They do lift you up in the down times and believe me, I have had some of those. Sometimes 
it feels the hits just keep on coming, but warriors fight and that is what I do. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not talk about my family. Jane and Grace have been the real troopers through this. 
Jane has been such an advocate on my behalf. She has managed doctors, doctor's bills, disability, prescrip-
tions, procedures and more appointments than I can count. She has helped me through chemo, infections, los-
ing my hair and long hospital days and stays. She has done all of this while trying to work and take care of 
Grace, our 14 year old daughter. Not only has she managed the household, she has been there for me to lean 
on in the rough times. She has juggled home life and hospital life with perfection. I likely would not be alive 
today without her love and advocacy. That is why she was chosen. 
 
I feel so responsible for what I have put Grace through the last few years. No child should have to manage the 
emotions of seeing their father sick. She has been an incredible inspiration to me. She has managed her sports 
and extracurricular activities while excelling in the classroom and worrying about me. I am so proud of her. I 
could focus on getting better because I did not have to worry about her (even though I still did.) Thinking of 
seeing her or talking to her on the phone got me through many days. Her smile made my pain vanish. My love 
for her is unconditional. 
 
I have apologized to them both but they know that no one chooses a bone marrow transplant. The two of them 
are the loves of my life and I will never be able to repay them for their support. 
 
In closing, I want to thank everyone again for their love and support for me and my family. There is a poem 
from one particular card that I want to share. I read this when I feel low. There have certainly been times when 
I have felt hopeless, but never faithless. I know God holds me up when the wind blows and boy has it blown 
and boy has he held me up. 
 
 
"The Oak Tree"  
A Message of Encouragement 
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I pray that this Holiday Season brings you peace, health and happiness. 
 
Jeff Lanham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank everyone for your prayers, well wishes and cards sent during my recent surgical recov-
ery.  It is wonderful to belong to a church family as supportive and comforting as ours.  My recovery is going 
well and I believe that by the time you read this I’ll have returned to church worship.  Thank you again.  Peace, 
Carl Erickson 
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PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS! 

Wednesday, December 6 - 5:50 pm, Grand Illumination of outdoor Christmas display 

Sunday, December 10 - 4:00 pm, Sanctuary, the Children’s Christmas Musical,  

“The King and Me”. Followed by desserts in Price Hall. 

Wednesday, December 13 - 2:00 pm, Star Lodge. The annual WELCA women’s tea. 

Thursday, December 21 - 7:00 pm, Beer & Hymns at Strangeways Brewing 

Sunday, December 24 - 10:00 am, 4th Sunday of Advent Holy Communion Service 

       3:00 & 5:00 pm Children’s Christmas Tableau with Candlelight 

                             7:00 & 9:00 pm Christmas Eve Holy Communion with Candlelight 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those in need 
of God’s embrace. 

 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak which 
envelopes the wearer both physically and spiritually, in prayer and 
celebration, in joy and sorrow.  The Prayer Shawl is a commanded 
blessing, given by God. 

Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer Shawls 
for those in need of comfort and inner strength. 

We are searching for a day and time for our monthly meetings that is good 
for our group.  Please consider working on prayer shawls from home while 
we come up with an excellent time for conversation and inspiration.  

There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care about:  those with health issues; 
those in distress; those who mourn; those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; 
graduate; newlyweds; to name a few. 

Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to request a Prayer 
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort.  Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist 
you with your need. 

Lutheran Family Services is in need of our assistance! 
 
Each month, LFS offers an important meeting for current foster parents, and 
currently, they are unable to provide childcare during these meetings which 
means the families have to hire a babysitter instead of bringing the children 
along.  
The need for childcare is once a month for 3-8 children ages 9 months to 9 
years.  To be able to volunteer with Lutheran Family Services, you must be 
18 years old and be willing to go through a background check and training. 
In order to volunteer with LFS in this way, please email me at 
emilyrdietrick@gmail.com 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=prayer+shawl+ministry&view=detailv2&&id=D76EAAE9BD20D16E78206AC3C85421E9B54DF207&selectedIndex=49&ccid=%2bRAJ%2fVqp&simid=608019769465636222&thid=OIP.Mf91009fd5aa9dddc287761e3212cbbcbo0
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WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS 

All are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith on Wednesday, December 6 beginning with dinner 

in Price Hall at 5:30. Choir rehearsals, Bible Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered.  

Reminder that our Grand illumination will be on the front lawn at 5:50 pm. 

Meals will resume on January 3.  

Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and 

under. Household max is $20.00. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church office 

by Monday night at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org 

The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on 

the sign up sheets. 

Are you able to lend a hand with serving or clean up? The sign up sheets are at 

the Welcome Desk or contact Beth Barger at 282-6066. 

 

Our year has really flown by so far. December looks so short 
this year as well because of where our break falls this year! I 
hope you all have a very merry Christmas season. The school 
once again participated in a whole school food drive to benefit 
the HHOPE Pantry. Lots of canned and dry goods were donated 
to help people in our community. 

We are looking forward to our Christmas celebrations here at 
ELNS.  Like last year, we will be putting a whole school 
performance in the sanctuary on Friday, December 15 at 9:30 
a.m. You all are invited to attend and see our little ones sing 
some really sweet Christmas songs! After the performance, 
children and parents are invited to join us in the commons for a 
Christmas party before school lets out for a couple of weeks. 

Our registration for the 2018/2019 school year will begin for 
current students and church members on December 14.  Tuition 
rates are available on our website now. We will have the 
application online by December 14. We are already 
scheduling tours for next school year, so if you are looking 
for a school for your little one(s), make sure that schedule 
one in the coming weeks to see what Epiphany Lutheran 
Nursery School can offer you and your children.  If you 
have any questions or want to schedule a tour, you can 
reach me via phone at 282-7506 or via email at 
elnsdirector@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Hendricks 

Director 

Fellowship Ministry 

Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School 

http://www.epiphanyelca.org
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Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Friday, December 8, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 20, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 
 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. 
Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 
 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 
Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Community Service Ministry 

 Christmas Giving Tree 

It's hard to believe that Christmas will be here soon and that 

means it's time for our Christmas Giving Tree ministry. The 

Christmas tree is up in the Commons and decorated with red and 

green stars and baubles representing the wants and needs of  

children at a local elementary school and Lutheran Family 

Services. Please take an ornament, put your information on the 

sign up sheet, and shop for the particular gift requested. All gifts 

should be returned in holiday gift bags by the end of the 11:00 

service on Sunday, December 10. Any questions? Please give the 

church office a call. 804-282-6066. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE HHOPE PANTRY TEAM! 

 

We wish all our Epiphany family a joyous and blessed Christmas season! During this time of celebration, we 
hope that you will remember the families we serve through the HHOPE pantry. Our guests always are 
extremely thankful for the service we provide. Monetary donations are always appreciated (Checks should be 
made payable to Epiphany Lutheran Church with HHOPE on the memo line). We are also in need of peanut 
butter, canned vegetables, canned meat, children's cereal, hot cereal, canned spaghetti sauce, chili, and meaty 
soups.  

We look forward to 2018 and your continued support of this very important program! 

Peace, 

The HHOPE pantry team 
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 MICAH at Southampton 
 

THANK YOU, Epiphany members, for all the ways you have helped our Micah 

program at our partner school, Southampton.  SHOUT OUT of THANKS to 

volunteers: 

• for assisting teachers or the librarian weekly as classroom/library aides; 

• for helping during lunch time in the Greater Richmond Fit4 Kids event where fresh foods were given 

to Southampton’s students; 

• for working at the Tiger Store to help students make selections to spend their “money” they earned for 

positive behaviors; 

• for preparing and distributing to the faculty/staff treats on Southampton’s “parent conferences” to 

help them through the long day; :) 

• for Tatter Hartmann’s hand-knit mitten sets (32) that have been given to Mrs. 

Crews, Southampton’ principal, to distribute as need arrives.   

How can you get involved?  Sign the MICAH sheet  at the Welcome Desk and 

receive more detailed information about Epiphany’s program.  Support 

Southampton’s fundraiser:   

December 14th at Jason’s Deli at Forest Hill & Chippenham from 5 to 8. 
Classroom or library aides, tutors, lunch buddies, office assistants . . . volunteers are 

always needed and appreciated.   For further information, please sign the MICAH sheet 

at the Information Desk in the Commons or contact Mary Sue Oehler, msoehler3@gmail.com or 804-364-

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Epiphany’s Blood Drives  

A huge thank you for all of you who have come to donate this past year.  2017 saw Epiphany donate a total of 
62 units of blood.  Seventy-three of you came to donate and 41 donors were able give at the time.  
This has easily been Epiphany’s most successful year for blood donation. You have made a 
tremendous difference to the lives of so many people.  

But let’s not rest on our laurels.  The need for blood is ever-present and your continued support is 
absolutely necessary.  Epiphany’s blood drives for 2018 have already been scheduled with Virginia 
Blood Services.  Please mark the following dates in your calendar:  January 7, March 11, July 8 and 
September 30.  All of the drives will be held in Price Hall.  Thank you again for your wonderful support. 
Carl Erickson 

LAMB’s Basket Food Drive  

We will be handing out grocery bags with a list of needed food items for The LAMB’s Basket on Sunday, 
January 7, immediately following both services. Our GOAL this drive is to bring in 850 pounds of food to 
send to the pantry. We hope that you will provide support either through buying requested groceries or 
providing financial support. Needed items are: Canned Spaghetti Sauce, 16 oz. Box of Spaghetti, Cereal, 
Canned Meat, Canned Vegetables (especially corn), Soup, Canned Fruit, Mac and Cheese, Peanut 
Butter, and Grape Jelly. If you wish to participate, we ask that you bring your donations to 
the church by Sunday, January 21, or as soon as you are able. Thank you so much for your continued 
support for this much needed community organization. Any questions check out our church display or call 
Cheryl Hamm at (804) 399-7650. 

tel:%28804%29%20399-7650
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CHRISTMAS TEA DECEMBER  

All ladies of the church are invited to our Christmas Tea on December 13, 2:00 pm in the Star Lodge.     
Program will be special music with Marcie Perryman and Carol McKean and of course the Christmas Caroling 
led by Martha Boyer. Enjoy an afternoon of entertainment and caroling plus great "goodies" are there for all to 
enjoy.   
 
Our charity donations this year will again go to Safe Harbor, a home for battered women.  Here is a list of the 
most needed items: 
 
• Gift cards – any denomination – grocery stores, Target, Walmart, CVS 

• Bus tickets - $5 increments – can be purchased at Kroger Customer Service 

• Paper towels, powdered laundry detergent, toilet paper, coffee/tea, cereal, 

canned tuna, snack  

• Items, over the counter cold/flu meds 

 

No reservations are needed so please mark the date on your calendar and join us! 

 

 

 

WELCA Circles Meet 

 

The Margaret Miller Circle will meet again January 9, 10:00 am in the Star Lodge. 
Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Ann Decker 266-6007, with any 
questions. 
 

The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet again January10, 10:00 am in the Star Lodge.  
Please contact Eileen Johnson with any questions. 804-513-3005. 
 

The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday, December 14, 6 pm. Janet Card is our hostess. If you are 
interested in joining our circle that meets in the evening, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 804-741-0276 
(please leave a message) or at tatterh@hotmail.com. 
 

mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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Your Building Team has established the following Target dates: 

 

End of November 2017 – Solidify signing of contract with Josh McCullar 
Architects for a maximum of $340,000 to include specific opt-out points. 

 

December 2017 – Architect and his staff to begin meeting with the 
various Ministry Teams such as Music and Worship, Staff, Property, 
Education, HHOPE, and the Nursery School, etc. to understand and 
document the requirements of each group. 

 

First Quarter 2018- Complete high-level Schematic Design phase showing suggested new floor plan based on 
the requirements of the individual Mission Teams.  

 

Second and Third Quarter 2018 – Refine project drawings and develop details for areas of expansion and 
renovation. 

 

Fall 2018 – Architect to complete final drawings-submit to County and seek approval. At this time costs will 
be confirmed based on bids to Contractors. 

 

Late 2018 – Congregation votes to begin construction and to initiate financing. 

 

Fall 2019- Project Complete. 

 

Your Building Team welcomes any questions and/or comments. Team members are Pastor Martin, team leader 
Steve Collins, Carole Alfriend, Janet Card, Bill Hockman, Russ Johnson, Joel McKean, Bryan Ozlin, Kristine 
Quann, Paul Sweet, and Ray Spletzer. 

Building Team Update 
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Audio recordings 

of sermons can be located on our website from our main page “For sermons, 

click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be found there. 

From The Archives 

December 4,1952 - R. M. Powell moved that Council create a parish paper with $10 per month for support.  
Seconded by Otto Meyberg and passed unanimously. This was the start of today’s Examiner. 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 

Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

             Instagram: epiphanyelca   

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 
 
 
 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Times 
 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
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