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In May we celebrated the Day of Pentecost and heard about the mighty wind that 

blew through the disciples at their gathering in Jerusalem after Jesus’ 

resurrection. On that first Pentecost the Holy Spirit was poured out upon all 

believers and the church came to life. The story of the early church is really the 

story of the Holy Spirit’s endless movement. The apostles are swept along and 

the gospel brings new life wherever it takes them. 

 

Throughout the summer we will gather to hear stories of Jesus’ ministry and 

portions of letters to Paul’s congregations at the infancy of the Jesus movement, 

and we fill find that the Holy Spirit’s winds of change and new life will still be 

blowing among us. Christy Huffman, our diaconal minister, will resign her call 

after 12 ½ years as our Director of Faith Formation and Small Group Ministries. 

Her husband (and our congregation member), Nate, will be ordained and begin 

his first call as Associate Pastor at St. Michael Lutheran Church in Virginia 

Beach. Their family will move and we will feel their loss. It will be hard to 

imagine the children’s sermons without the Huffman kids! After their departure, the congregation will begin a 

discernment process about how to proceed in the area of staff support for faith formation. (There are several 

items in this newsletter that address the Huffmans’ call(s) and our celebrations of them in greater depth.). As sad 

and as excited as we will be, these are powerful signs of the Spirit’s activity among us. 

 

There will be other noticeable examples of the Holy Spirit’s activity this summer. For example, Emily Dietrick, 

one of our members who came through the youth group here and who has just graduated from the University of 

Richmond, has been selected to serve as one of our denomination’s Young Adults in Global Mission. This is a 

high honor and an exciting opportunity for her and for us. She will depart for southern Africa in the late summer. 

You can read more about her story on page 14. Additionally in these summer months, Council will continue 

finalizing a Long Range Plan for the congregation. In times like this it is easy to feel that we’re being swept 

along by change! 

 

However, one thing that Jesus promises his disciples about the Holy Spirit, whom he calls the Advocate, is that 

he is reliably present at all times, even (and especially!) when there is so much transition. The Holy Spirit is 

always able and ready to point us, at any given time, to Jesus Christ in our midst. The Advocate is always 

prepared to voice Jesus’ love for us...and we know that love never changes.  

 

As we move through these weeks and months, it will be important to remember that no matter what occurs in our 

ministries and in our lives, God’s Spirit will be with us, giving us life. God’s Spirit will not cease in calling us 

through the gospel, enlightening with his gifts, gathering us with each other, and keeping us holy through the 

hearing of God’s Word. This, as Martin Luther once said, is most certainly true. It is also most certainly good. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Phillip Martin 
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Finance Ministry 

 Receipts Expenses Surplus 

YTD April 2016 Budget $235,793 $235,793 0 

YTD April 2016 Actual $237,338 $230,826 $6,513 

As of April 30th, our receipts are $1,545 ahead of budget and expenses are $4,968 less than budget which gives 

us a favorable surplus of $6,513. 

Regular member giving was $223,010 which was $5,587 below our budget, however other income is $7,132 

above budget leaving total income $1,545 above budget. 

Compared to prior year, total income is up 9% primarily in regular member giving. 

Total expenses for the year were $230,826 which was $4,968 below our budget. 

Compared to prior year, total expenses are up 3%. 

Allocation of Christmas (2014) & Easter (2015) Offerings 

Your Christmas 2014 and Easter 2015 offerings were allocated by Council to the following organizations: 

 Christmas 2014 Easter 2015 Total 

ACTS  $           2,000.00   $          982.04   $          2,982.04  

Tuckahoe Rescue Squad               1,000.00               491.02               1,491.02  

Crossover Ministry               1,000.00               491.02               1,491.02  

Camp Caroline Furnace               2,462.00            1,208.88               3,670.88  

Lutheran Family Services 

of VA               1,000.00               491.02                1,491.02  

GraceInside               1,000.00               491.02                1,491.02  

  Total  $           8,462.00   $       4,155.00   $         12,617.00  

Christmas 2015 and Easter 2016 offerings will be allocated and disbursed at the beginning of 2017. 
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Over the past four years, my family and I have been walking a winding road 
towards a goal that we have nearly reached! Epiphany Lutheran Church has 
often walked with us down this winding road and your support never 
waivered. Had I known what this journey would entail, I can’t say with any 
confidence I would have taken the first step. The academic rigor of Union 
Presbyterian Seminary, was not a step I felt fully prepared for when I started 
by diving into summer Hebrew. I never anticipated a return to dorm room 
living and long commutes, upon transferring to Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg. I was not prepared for another daily commute to my 
internship site, at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Williamsburg. Yet, 
throughout this journey you have all walked beside us. You graciously lent 
your support along the way, through thick and through thin.  

In March, I sat before the Candidacy Committee and received unanimous 
approval for ordination. A few weeks later, I began a conversation with St. 
Michael Lutheran Church in Virginia Beach. On May 8, I was formally extended a call to serve as their associate pastor 
with Pastor Stephen Bohannon. The congregation believed that my gifts for ministry were as grounded in my 
experiences as my education, and those gifts would suit their mission as a community surrounded by military families. 
I will begin serving St. Michael on June 1, and I will be ordained at the Virginia Synod Assembly on June 11.  

While Christy, Cora, Ada, Jack, and I are excited about this call, we also grieve the distance that it will create between 
our Epiphany family and us. You have all been such an important part of our lives. Supporting me during my 
deployment and my work with Richmond Police. Standing beside Christy and I, as we entered into our life together as 
husband and wife. Closely watching over our children, in more ways than one! It is with great confidence and hope, 
however, that we celebrate the future that lies ahead of our family of faith at Epiphany Lutheran Church. We know 
that the gifts of this community will continue to reveal Christ’s light to the world, just as the season for which this 
congregation is named did the same. We look forward to the mission we will share as we remain in the synod and the 
same Christ centered Church! We look forward to seeing those of you who will join us at the synod assembly. We will 
share the details of installation, as they are made available. And if nothing else, we hope you will come see us at the 
beach sometime!  

In the meantime, I pray that joy and nothing less find you on the way. I pray that you may be blessed and be a blessing. 
I pray that light, Love’s own crucified, risen light may guide you, out of every darkness, all the way home. Shalom. 

  NATE 

Words From Nate Huffman, former seminarian 

A note from Council about the Long-Range Plan: 

Council will hold an additional meeting in June in order to continue its work on the Long-Range Plan recommendations. We continue to 

hear positive comments about the new mission statement and logo, and specific plans for where these will take us will be forthcoming.  

One of the aspects of the Long-Range Planning Team’s Recommendations included new objectives for each of our five ministry areas. 

Council and staff will be highlighting those objectives for the congregation as they proceed and using them as a guideline for the goals 

and action items. As an example, the objective for the Worship Ministry area is “To glorify God through Word and sacrament with faith-

ful and active participation from all people.” As we look at areas in our congregation life that pertain to worship it will be important 

for us to ask how we are (or are not) accomplishing this objective. What are the aspects of our worship, our physical space, our person-

nel arrangement (staff and volunteers) that help us glorify God in this way, and how might they need to be enhanced or equipped for 

the future? Are we still focused on Word and Sacrament, and how? Do we encourage active participation from all people? Do we re-

ceive it? These are just examples of how the objectives can be used, and we invite you to join in digesting them and thinking them 

through. We look forward to sharing all of these objectives with the congregation.    
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Job opening for an Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries  

Congregation Council announces a job opening for an Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries. This 

temporary, part-time position (approx. 20 hours/wk) is scaled down from our current full-time position and will 

mainly cover most of the administrative tasks related to running and implementing our Sunday Schools, Bible 

studies, and Vacation Bible Schools while the congregation 

undergoes a discernment process for the next permanent faith 

formation staff position. Ideally this interim candidate would be 

familiar with some of our ministries and would be able to come 

on board by mid-June and receive some training from our 

outgoing Diaconal Minister, Christy Huffman. Those interested 

in applying or learning more may contact the church office for a 

complete job description. 

Please join us as we gather to say 

Godspeed, Christy 
 

Sunday, June 26, 2016 

11:45am (after late service) 

Price Hall – Epiphany Lutheran Church 

 

We will enjoy lunch after the late service and celebrate the  

12 years of Faith Formation Ministry that Christy has shared  

with Epiphany. 

We want to wish the Huffmans well as they set sail for  

Nate’s new call in Virginia Beach!  

Sign up sheets are in The Commons or you can visit this web  

site to RSVP online 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0945a8ac292-godspeed  
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NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY, KEVIN BARGER 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR SUMMER 
 

If you are interested in sharing your musical talents 

during worship in the summer months, please talk with 

Kevin or visit music room and check the information on 

the bulletin board outside the Music Room.   

We are so fortunate to have many talented individuals 

willing to share their talents to enhance our worship 

experience as our choirs take a well-deserved break for 

the summer months.   

This opportunity is open to all musicians of all skill 

levels and all ages.  This has become a tradition that fills 

quickly, so please don’t wait until the last minute!  

Contact Kevin at 746-5756 or 

kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org if you have questions. 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY PICNIC 
 

All music ministry participants and their families are invited 

to attend an end of year picnic at the Bargers’ home on 

Saturday, June 25 beginning at 3:00 p.m.   

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  We will provide 

the chicken and drinks.  The pool will be open, so bring 

your suit and towel!   

So that we may plan accordingly for food, please respond to 

Kevin and Beth at 746-5756 or thebargers@comcast.net by 

June 20.  We hope you can enjoy this relaxing time of 

fellowship and celebration of God’s musical gifts. 

 
 
 
 

Music Ministry 

Kevin Barger, Director of Music Ministry. 

Playing during Sunday Worship 

 

mailto:kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:thebargers@comcast.net
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OUR CHURCH IS HAVING A BOOK FAIR!  

Do you have what you need to keep your kids busy this summer?  Stop by our Book 

Fair and shop award-winning Bibles, books, and videos for babies to ten-year-olds. 

Save up to 15% plus free shipping on all Book Fair titles. 

Stop by the Commons through June 5 to order faith-filled books and videos for your 

kids. Our Book Fair is sponsored by Sparkhouse Family. The books will include some 

Sparkhouse Family favorite titles, like The Spark Story Bible, as well as books and 

Bibles from their much-anticipated Frolic series, which combines child development 

principles and faith concepts to help little ones take their first steps in faith.  

Faith Formation 

Weekday Bible Studies 

Moms’ Bible Study Join us Thursday mornings in the Chapel. The nursery opens at 

9:15 am and discussion starts at 9:30 am. We will meet through June 9, and will discuss 

Nooma videos.  

Adult Faith Formation 
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Faith Formation 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL -SURF SHACK 

CATCH THE AMAZING WAVE OF GOD’S LOVE 

July 18-22, 2016 ~ 8:45 am—12:00 Noon 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED! Youth  who are r ising 6th graders and older  can 

volunteer to help out during the week with our surfer groups or our activity sites.  

Adults, too, are needed to join in the fun as leaders for our surfer groups and 

activity sites.  

VOLUNTEER TRAINING will be held on Sunday, June 5 at 9:45 am in the Chapel.  If you are not able 

to attend training, please contact Christy Huffman for your information.  

NEEDED SUPPLIES LIST will be available in the Commons mid-June. Be on the look out for ways you 

can contribute to make our week a success. 

If you haven’t registered as a participant or volunteer, please check out the display in the Commons or register 

online at  http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/epiphanyelcarva/ 

 

 

EVERY BODY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—EGYPT 

Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace 

July 31-August 4, 2016 ~ 5:30 pm—7:30 pm (dinner included) 

 

It’s the family vacation of a lifetime! Bring your entire family to ancient 

Egypt! You’ll travel back into Bible times—without setting foot outside our 

community.  Each day, your family members can become part of history as 

they see, hear, touch, and even taste what it was like to live in Pharaoh's 

empire! You’ll explore authentic Marketplace shops, visit Joseph (who’s in 

Pharaoh's prison...then gets promoted to Pharaoh's palace),  and sample tasty 

tidbits as you discover more about how God was with Joseph in good times 

and bad.  These experiences make God’s word come alive with new meaning 

for all who participate.  

Volunteers Needed! 

There are many ways you can help out to make this week a success. Help with registration, be a shopkeeper, 

coordinate an evening meal, act like an Egyptian!  If you are interested, please contact Christy Huffman, 

Denise Timme or Sharon Nye for more information.  

Registration is available on line for  par ticipants and volunteers at:  https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/

hl/epiphanyelcarva . There is a $25 registration fee per family to help with the cost of dinners.  

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/epiphanyelcarva
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/epiphanyelcarva
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Altar Care Ministry 
Altar Care Servers are still needed for the months of July and August at the second service. If you can help 

only for a Sunday or two, that would be appreciated. Please contact Peggy Roberts at pegrob27@gmail.com  

if you are able to help. 

Altar Care servers for June:   

 First Service: Helen Price and Denise Timme 

 Second Service: Margaret Risher and Jean Henry  

July Altar Care Servers:  

 First Service: Regina Cutbert and Peggy Roberts 

 Second Service:  Help Needed 

August Altar Care Servers: 

 First Service: Jackie Collins and Cathy DeLesDernier 

 Second Service: Help Needed 

mailto:pegrob27@gmail.com


 9 

 

Epiphany Youth Group 

Youth  

Sunday 

2016  
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 The Summer of 2016 will be a busy time for youth in EYG.  Even though we take a break from regular 

gathering and Sunday morning classes, there are lots of special activities. 

 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES    All high school seniors and their entire families are invited to join us 

for our graduation party, hosted by the Yucha Family, on Wednesday, June 8th at 6 pm.  The Yucha’s address 

is: 12809 Fox Meadow,  RVA 23233.  This gathering is for all graduates and their families, all current middle 

and high school youth, and all Timothy Ministers.  We give God thanks for our graduates: Matthew Barger, 

Olivia Dillard, Jacob Edwards, Katy Gattuso, Raymond Long, Aaron Schultz, Malcolm Wake, Anders 

Wheeler, and Grace Yucha, and send our prayers with them on their new adventures. 

 

KAIROS  Many of our high school youth will be attending the Synod Gathering, KAIROS, Sunday, June 26 

through Friday, July 1 at Roanoke College. It is a chance for youth who are already committed to a life of faith 

to be part of a unique Christian community for an entire week, to have a fresh experience of the grace and 

presence of God in that community, and to develop habits for discipleship that can be taken home as they live 

out their call to be “Ambassadors for Christ.” 

 

ATLANTA SERVICE TRIP   Twenty-eight youth and six adults will journey to Atlanta, Saturday, July 10 – 

Friday, July 15 to serve in the community.  We are again partnering with YouthWorks, who sets up our service 

projects closer to the time of our departure.  Our Adult Leaders for this trip are Pastor Joseph Bolick, Emily 

Dietrick, Daniel Hess, Tatiana Horacek, Tyler Meighan, and Mark Schultz. 

  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is always a great opportunity to spend time with younger youth in the 

congregation and model our faith .  This year VBS will be Sunday, July 17 – Saturday, July 23. 

 

 

Epiphany Youth Group 
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HHOPE 

Thank you to all who donated food and funds for the HHOPE Pantry! 

We served a total of 86 people for the month of April (24 children, 15 seniors, and 47 adults). 

The total amount of food distributed was 1,014 pounds. 

We are always looking for donations of food, especially cereal, peanut butter, and boxed macaroni and cheese. 

Every month that has 5 Sundays we specifically suggest donations of canned fruit and fruit juice.   

We appreciate any and all donations and thank you for contributing to this much needed program! 

Community Service Ministry 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 

Friday, June 3, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 

Wednesday, June 29, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 

July dates will be posted at the Welcome Desk in the 

Commons when they become available.  
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:  

Take Glenside Dr. North 

Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 

Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 

Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 

Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 

Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  

Enter through rear door 
 

Epiphany sends volunteers each month to the 

Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  

(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays). 

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, 

or sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 

information, call the pantry at 565.8007. 

Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 

closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 

LAMB’s Basket is closed. 
 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 

Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

LAMB’s Basket Food Drive – We will be handing out 

grocery bags with a list of needed food items for The LAMB’s 

Basket on Sunday, June 19 immediately following both 

services. We hope that you will provide support either through 

buying requested groceries or providing financial support. 

Needed items are: Canned Pasta Sauce, Canned Meat, 

Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit, Mac and Cheese, 16 oz. 

box of Spaghetti, Cereal, Peanut Butter, and Grape Jelly.                                                                                            
 

If you wish to participate, we ask that you bring your 

donations to the church by Sunday, June 26 or as soon as 

you are able. Thank you so much for your continued support 

for this much needed community organization. Any questions 

check out our church display or call Cheryl Hamm at (804) 399-7650. 

tel:%28804%29%20399-7650
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Stephen Ministry Update 

It is that time of year again—a time of graduations and commencements:  youngsters now “rising” to the next 

grade, seniors moving on to new challenges,  and  the confirmed professing their faith.  Also among those 

graduating are eight members of Epiphany who answered the call to become Stephen Ministers. They will be 

commissioned Sunday, June 12.  

 

Beginning in early February they set aside every Tuesday night to spend two-and-one-half hours listening to 

lectures and guest speakers,  joining in conversation and exercises, and sharing prayers.  Their dedication and 

commitment have been stellar.  They are to be commended.  

 

The Class of 2016 being commissioned as your Stephen Ministers:  Karen Umbach,  Dave Schiller,            

Carol Mawyer,  Johanna Gattuso,  Ben Droste,  Diane Dillard,  Greta Christ,  and Robyn Bridges. 

 

Please keep them in your prayers that God may use them to His ends and in your service. 

Mike Horacek 
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Fellowship Ministry 

                                          30/40-Somethings 

Beginning of Summer 

Picnic!! 

      Sunday, June 26, has now been 

CANCELLED!. 

 

So that people may attend the Godspeed Lunch event for Christy after the late service. 

                        Summertime Donuts  
 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons to bring 4 dozen donuts 

and 50 donut holes from the donut shop of your choice on a Sunday and put 

them in The Commons. Save your receipts and give them to Beth Barger if 

you’d like to be reimbursed. Questions? Contact Beth at 282.6066 (church) or 

839.2398 (cell) 

                Second Sunday Sundaes 

Join us in Price Hall following the 8:30 am service on the second  

Sunday this summer for a cool treat and some time for fellowship.  All items will be 

nut-free. 

  

No need to sign up. Just mark your calendars for June 12, July 10 and August 14 and 

plan to join us. 

Epiphany Freebirds is a new group for those whose nest has just 

emptied, been emptied for a while or has always been empty.  Both 

singles and couples are welcome.  We will meet once a month for fun 

and fellowship.   
  

Please join us Saturday, June 18th for a Richmond Flying Squirrels 

game and fireworks afterwards.  General Admission tickets are $8 in 

advance and $9 at the gate.  As the date gets closer we will determine a section to meet and sit together.    

  

Please contact either Carol Hess or Laura Dietrick for more information and to let us know if you are planning to 

attend. 

Carol Hess – 559-9633 or chess@hcps.us 

Laura Dietrick – 240-0263 or ldietic@richmond.edu 
 

Please mark your calendars for a few upcoming events: 

Saturday evening, July 9th  - Cookout location TBD 

Saturday evening, August 6th – Spamalot at Dogwood Dell 

Sunday afternoon, September 18th – Polo at King Family Vineyard in Charlottesville 

mailto:chess@hcps.us
mailto:ldiestic@richmond.edu
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Well, I am officially a graduate of the University of Richmond! After 16 years of 

schooling and the 20+ years of guidance given to me through being a member of 

Epiphany, I am very excited to say that I have accepted the opportunity to serve as a 

Young Adult in Global Mission volunteer in Southern Africa starting in August. I will 

be one of more than 85 young adults serving on behalf of the ELCA in 11 different 

country programs around the world! I am thrilled to think about the experiences I will 

have throughout my year and about the ways in which this year will form and 

transform me.  

Please join me July 17th as I give a Temple Talk to speak 

about my upcoming year and join me between the services 

in Price Hall to learn more. 

As part of accepting this call, I am asked to raise at least 

$4,000. If you would like to support my fundraising efforts 

with a donation online, please visit http://support.elca.org/

goto/EmilytoAfrica. If you would like to write a check, 

send your check, made out the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and write 

“Emily Dietrick GCS3241” in the memo. You may send your check to Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, PO Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.  

Thank y’all very much for your support thus far and I look forward to speaking          

with y’all on July 17th! 

 

Words From Emily Dietrick, YAGM participant 

Congratulations 2016 Graduates! 
 

Epiphany is blessed with many amazing young adults who are graduating from high school, college, or 

graduate school. We extend congratulations and best wishes to all the 2016 graduates. Check out the 

“Congrats” Youth section of the bulletin board in the Commons, so you can express your personal good 

wishes to each one.  

If a family member is graduating, please take the time to write about that accomplishment on a paper 

graduation star. The stars are located in a basket at the coffee station in the Commons. 

http://support.elca.org/goto/EmilytoAfrica
http://support.elca.org/goto/EmilytoAfrica
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COMING IN AUGUST—ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 

VSWO (VIRGINIA SYNOD WOMENS ORGANIZATION) 

AUGUST 5-6, 2016 

MAKE PLANS NOW TO BE A PART OF THIS EXCITING GATHERING— 

THERE WILL BE A CHANCE FOR YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN MISSIONS— 

AWARENESS SESSONS—WORSHIP—MUSIC—EXCELLENT PREACHING— 

FELLOWSHIP AND GOOD MUSIC— 

WITH GOOD FOOD PREPARED BY OUR OWN CHEF ROB HAMLIN. 
 

READ INFORMATION ON BULLETIN BOARD OUTSIDE THE OFFICE AND BE READY TO SIGN UP 

TO HELP.   

NEEDED: HOSTESSES, SERVERS, PUTTING UP DIRECTIONAL SIGNS. THERE WILL ALSO BE A 

CHANCE TO SIGN UP AT THE JUNE LUNCHEON.  ALL WOMEN CAN BE AMBASSSORDORS OF 

HOSPITALITY. 

PLEASE JOIN US 

CONTACT:  Sophie Wilson 804-741-1909   or iriswill@verizon.net 

Health Kit Supplies Needed 

All are invited to contribute items for the VSWO (Virginia Synod Womens Organization) Convention. The 

VSWO would like to reach a goal of 500 health kits to be given to LWR (Lutheran World Relief). Each kit will 

provide a person who may have lost everything with the basic necessities and let them know that someone still 

cares. 

These items need to be left separate, but include enough items to make a complete kit. The kits will be put togeth-

er at the convention. 

Items needed for each kit: 

 1 light weigh bath-size towel (between 20”x40” and 52”x27”, dark color recommended) 

 2 or 3 bath size bars of soap, (equaling up to 8-9oz.) in original wrapping – any brand. 

 1 adult toothbrush in original packaging (toothbrushes in multi-packs my be used by sealing and individual 

toothbrush in a business size envelope. No plastic bags or wrap. 

 1 study comb—remove packaging 

 1 metal nail clipper, attached file optional—remove packaging 

Please put items in the box under the ELCW (Epiphany Lutheran Church Women) bulletin board in the Commons 

by July 10. 

Thank you for your support, Sophie Wilson 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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LADIES’ SPRING LUNCHEON 

JUNE 14, at 11 am 

 

Please join us for our annual meeting and luncheon 

with a special program returning by request 

 

“Bob the Birdman” 

Presented by Bob Schamerhorn 

 

Box Salad from Apple Spice Junction plus dessert - $10 

 

Choose your salad from these 4 options: 

 CASHEW CHICKEN SALAD – assorted greens mixed with fresh vegetables 

topped with homemade cashew chicken salad 

COBB SALAD -  chunks of chicken, bacon, fresh vegetables, sliced egg, jack and 

cheddar cheese on top of salad greens 

SOUTHWESTERN CHICKEN SALAD – fresh salad greens and vegetables 

topped with chicken, corn, black beans, cilantro 

 CAPRAESAR -  Caprese/Caesar salad combo - fresh mozzarella, sliced 

tomatoes, olives, cucumbers with basil on a bed of crisp romaine lettuce 

                All salads served with dressing on the side. 

 

Indicate your choice of salad on your check.  Your check is your reservation.   

 

Make check out to WELCA and give to Leanne Spletzer or place in envelope on 

Women’s section of bulletin board in Commons by June 8th . 

LAMB’s Basket will be our charity recipient.  

You may bring your donations of either canned food items or cash  

to the meeting. 

 

 

ALL WOMEN OF EPIPHANY ARE INVITED 
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KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS ARISE!!! 
 

Are you interested in working on a ministry that allows people to be wrapped in the warmth of God's Love?     

If you are, providing Prayer Shawls is the answer.  Please let me know if you 

would like to be a part of this group blessing of the spirit that will be able to 

bring inner strength to those in need. 

 

Sign up at the Welcome Desk or contact Jackie Collins at 703 304 8568  

if you are interested and an initial meeting can be scheduled for start-up.   

Lessons will also be offered. 

At the Cross 

 It had been a rough day. The students were restless and would not follow my directions. It seemed as if they had 

never been taught respect for anyone and did not care about anything. I just wanted to get home and away from 

the job. When I got home I called my mom like I usually do after work. This particular night, she asked me if I 

had planned to go to the college choir concert at church. To be honest, I had totally forgotten about it and really 

just wanted to stay home. But when she said Dad was not feeling up to going and she planned to go by herself, I 

decided that maybe it would do me good to go. Maybe it would help me forget about the rotten day I had. So I 

picked her up and we went together. 

The music was beautiful and I enjoyed spending time with my mom. But 

something happened during this concert. I found myself staring at the cross. 

The one I see every time I’m in church. The one that is always in front of 

me. The one I kneel down in front of during communion. For some reason 

on this night, it seemed different and I could not take my eyes off of it. The 

feeling I had is hard to describe. I knew people were around me, and I heard 

the music being sung, but it was as if I was in the presence of a great power 

that scared me and made me feel safe all at the same time. I found myself 

thinking about the struggles I’m going through and asking Jesus to please 

give me the knowledge to know how to handle these struggles the “right 

way”, or make them go away.  As I continued to stare at the cross, I felt that 

I was not alone, and I felt a strong love. It was almost like Jesus wasn’t 

promising to make things better, but that he was reminding me he was right 

there with me.  

I wish that I could say after this experience everything is better, I always 

feel Jesus is with me, and I have no more doubts. I can’t. I am still 

struggling and life continues to be hard at times. But, I can honestly say that 

I feel the experience I had was meant to be. I was “at the cross” when I 

needed to be. I think I needed to be reminded that I am never alone, 

especially the times when I feel that I am. What a gift! 

Faith Reflections from member, Susan Freeze 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

President—Stephanie Paget ‘17 

Vice President— Lyle Gleason ‘18 

Secretary—Matt Greenshields ‘17 

Treasurer—Tim Sparks ‘19 

 

Council Members  

Joe Potter ‘17 

Ramona Schaeffer ‘18 

Amy Boyle ‘18 

Wayne Shimko ‘19 

Macon Sizemore ‘19 

Ray Spletzer ‘19 

 

Ever want to know what is discussed at Council meetings?   

Our Council Secretary, Matt Greenshields, posts monthly 

summaries of all the Council minutes on the bulletin board in 

the Commons  

(The bulletin board near the doughnut table). Copies of Council 

minutes are also available in the office during the week. 

I can’t believe that our school year is over!  What a 

great year it has been.  We had a great May Day 

program with our oldest students in the sanctuary 

followed by a fun picnic here for the whole school. The 

Fun Bus came again this year; it is definitely a big hit 

with the children. We also hatched baby chicks the first 

week of May in our Blue class. You may have gotten 

to peak in on them on a couple of Wednesday nights if 

you were in the building. The children loved watching 

the process and then watching the chicks grow and 

interact. Our three chicks, born on May 4, were 

Chewbacca, Yoda, and Princess Leia. They are now 

living with my sister and her chickens in Windsor, VA. 

We will keep our Facebook page updated occasionally with pictures and video. 

Our enrollment is steadily increasing and we are projecting have 6 classes for next year.  We do still have a few 

openings for the fall for ages 2-5 and we are on a waiting list for our 1-year-old program.  If you are interested in 

our program, please contact me with any questions you have or to schedule a tour.  You can also visit our 

website at www.EpiphanyLutheranNurserySchool.com. 

We are in the middle of our two weeks of summer camp. The children have been busy pretending to be in outer 

space this first week and we will be building and learning about robots and engineering in the 2nd week. 

While we will not be in the building much over the summer, I will still have office hours each week.  They will 

be on Wednesdays from 9 am to 12 pm.  This is a great time to reach me by phone or to stop by the office if you 

would like to have a tour of the school or need to drop off paperwork.  If there is a change in this schedule, it 

will be on our voicemail message or Facebook page.  I am also available by email all summer and check 

voicemail messages daily. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Hendricks 

Nursery School News 
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During illness or recuperation ~   
 

For those serving in the Armed Forces ~  

 

 

Please continue to keep all those serving our country  

to keep us safe and free, in your prayers. 

 
 

Family and Friends in our Prayers 
 
 

For the families and friends of those who died ~ 

 

 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them ~ 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 

Diaconal Minister - Christine V. Huffman, cvanolinda@epiphanyelca.org 

Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 

Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1400 Horsepen Road 

Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 

Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 

Fax: 804-282-6067 

www.epiphanyelca.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship Times 

May 29 - September 4 
Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesday Worship Service 

 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U. S. Postage Pd. 

Richmond, VA 

Permit # 711 

a congregation of the ELCA 

Address Service Requested 

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 

Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

From The Archives 

June 3, 1954 – Council approves an extension phone line to the new parsonage and remove one extension line 

from upstairs at a cost of $1.00 additional per month. 
July 7, 1967 - From Council Minutes under old business: 

 "Pastor Sala went to Wilbur's Florist to pay them the $6.00 which Council had agreed upon at the last 

meeting.  The manager was not there but the Pastor gave the $6.00 in his absence. That afternoon the manager 

called Pastor Sala and said he will continue to charge $5.00 instead of the $6.00."  

http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

