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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy 

December 2016 
December 4 – Consecration Sunday  

“...the Kingdom of heaven has come near...Prepare the way of the Lord!”    Matthew 3:3  
 
Consecration Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 
Celebration Dinner at 5 pm 
 
Events at Epiphany Church include a special service for the consecration of 
our commitments to serve and support the Gospel in 2017, and a special 
evening banquet and outdoor illumination!  Together we will celebrate the 
Spirit who inspires and leads the mission of God’s people. Rob Hamlin will 
be the chef for our evening meal.Please plan to participate by: 
 

completing your Commitment-Pledge cards, and bringing them to the 
morning worship and placing them in the box in Commons or Narthex.  

making your dinner reservations by December 1. 
The Consecration Sunday Team is looking forward to seeing everyone there! 

 

December 24 – “The True Light Coming into the World” 

Christmas Eve Worship – the Nativity of Our Lord 

3:00 and 5:00 – Children’s Christmas Eve Service with Tableau and 

Candlelight  

At this service, all of the children are welcome to be angels and shepherds 

during the reading of the Gospel lesson.  Halos and staffs will be given to all 

children to use during the service.  Those wishing to be angels will stand in 

the side aisles, and the shepherds will stand in the center aisle.  Entrance cues 

will be given to help the angels and shepherds. 

There will be baskets in the Commons to return the halos and staffs for future 

use. 

7:00 and 9:00 PM –Festive Christmas Eve Communion Services with Candlelight 

With shepherds, angels, and fellow Christians around the world, we worship at 

the birth of Jesus Christ. The Most High God is in a lowly manger – the God 

whom the universe cannot contain is enfolded in Mary’s arms – the presence of 

Almighty God is found in the trusting vulnerability of a newborn!  The mystery 

of the incarnation of God in Christ Jesus awes the faithful with the wonder of 

God’s grace.   

Wishing you and yours an Advent full of hope, and a Christmas full of joy. 

Sunday, December 25 

10:00 am Holy Communion Service 

No Sunday School 
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Audio recordings 

of sermons can be located on our website from our main page “For sermons, 

click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be found there. 

From The Archives 

December 6, 1950 - Lutheran Women's Group organized with Mrs. Phoebe Meyberg as its first president. 

Epiphany’s new Sunday worship service, Behold Our Light, will begin on January 8 at 6:30pm. This worship 
service will feature contemplative music and candlelit atmosphere and will, like our other worship services, offer 
Holy Communion every week. Our hope is that this worship service will offer an opportunity for people to 
worship with us who may not, for whatever reason, to be able to join us on Sunday mornings. We anticipate 
welcoming new people from our wider community to Epiphany through this service. 
 
If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant at the Behold Our Light service (lay reader, communion 
assistant, usher, greeter, altar care) please contact Pastor Phillip at pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org.  

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 

Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

             Instagram: epiphanyelca   

mailto:pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA


 3 

 

2016 Annual Meeting – Success!  
 

Thank you to all who were able to attend our 2016 Annual Meeting. We accomplished a lot in a short amount 
of time!  
 
 

Our first order of business was to elect our newest Council members. Please welcome Leigh Dunavant,        
Rob Burger and Kyle Anderson to Council! At the same time, a huge thank you to Joe Potter, Matt 
Greenshields and Stephanie Paget for their dedication and support as their terms come to an end.  
 
 

Our next order of business was a review of Epiphany’s Mission Statement and introduction to our              
“Walk > Worship > Witness > A 2020 Vision” plan. We are blessed to be out of room when we worship, out of 
room to support even our current ministries and look to our 2020 Vision and plan to further our ability to 
support our current ministries, including outreach. The main question received during our meeting and the most 
important part of our Vision: how is this plan supporting our ministries, including outreach? A bit of 
background was shared: Council started with where we are now in our ministry life and focused on those areas 
where we aren’t able to meet even current needs and then set to figuring out how. We then came to the need for 
an additional Sunday worship service, property improvements, an additional called staff and more will support 
our ministries, including outreach. 
 
 

I’m pleased to share our Mission Statement and high-level “Walk > Worship > Witness > A 2020 Vision” plan 
passed. As a reminder , this was not an approval for  proper ty updates, proper ty expenditures or  for  the 
3rd called staff member – the congregation will be asked to review and approve each of those steps as they are 
ready to be considered.  
 
 

 How can you be involved and learn more? 
 Reach out to Council members 
 Sign-up to support the ministries that call to you   
 Stay tuned to the newsletter for continued updates 
 Finally, continue to pray!  
 
 

Our third order of business was to review our 2017 Budget. I’m also please to share the motion to approve our 
2017 Budget as presented passed.  
 
 

Our final piece of business was to approve the 2016 Budget Surplus Resolution (the one where we authorize 
Council to spend as needed up to $10,000 the first 2 months of 2017 for any 2016 bills that come in after 
12/31/16) – it passed.  
 
 

We wrapped up with a moving presentation of some of the personnel changes and a great slideshow of pictures 
from the life of Epiphany through 2016.  
 
 

I would like to thank you for your engagement and participation. This truly is an exciting time for us! The next 
few years are going to be busy and I look forward to your continued love, support and prayers. 
 

Thank you, 
Stephanie Paget  
Council President 

Congregation Council 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President—Stephanie Paget ‘17 
Vice President— Lyle Gleason ‘18 
Secretary—Matt Greenshields ‘17 
Treasurer—Tim Sparks ‘19 
 
Council Members 
Joe Potter ‘17 
Ramona Schaeffer ‘18 
Amy Boyle ‘18 
Wayne Shimko ‘19 
Macon Sizemore ‘19 
Ray Spletzer ‘19 
 

 
Ever want to know what is discussed at Council 
meetings?   Our Council Secretary, Matt 
Greenshields, posts monthly summaries of all the 
Council minutes on the bulletin board in the 
Commons (The bulletin board near the doughnut 
table). Copies of Council minutes are also available in 
the office during the week. 

Results from the Annual Congregation Meeting 

At its November meeting, Church Council decided to apportion the 2015/2016 Christmas and 2016 Easter 
offerings as follows: 

ACTS                                  30% 

Tuckahoe Rescue Squad     10% 

Crossover Ministry             10% 

Camp Caroline Furnace      30% 

Lutheran Family Services   10% 

GraceInside                         10% 

Congregation Council Update 

ALTAR CARE 
 

Help is Needed 

Altar Care is recruiting the help of new servers for both services. Individualized orientation is given to each 
new person.  It takes about 30 minutes of your time setting  up for Communion and the same for cleaning up 
after the service. Work is easy and rewarding. 

Communion Cups 

Plastic communion cups are breaking. The altar care servers 
are trying to stop this from happening but your help is needed 
also. When taking the empty cup out of the holder please don't 
squeeze  it which helps break the cup. The cups are being put 
gently into the trays so they will be easier to pick off the tray. 

Large Juice Cans Needed 

People seem to be drinking less juice that comes in cans which 
then depletes the supply of cans to put the altar flowers into 
after the service. Please remember we need the empty large 
juice cans. 

 

Peggy Roberts 804-248-8291 
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Finance Ministry 

Tithes & Gifts 

The 2017 offering envelopes are available for  pick-up in the Commons. You are encouraged to pick the 

envelopes up as soon as possible. We will not be able to mail envelopes to you. 

**Please remember to turn in your 2017 Commitment Cards. Place them in one of the decorated boxes 

located in the Commons or Narthex.  Extra cards are near each box. 

2016 Contributions - Your  offer ings help us meet all of our  congregational commitments. For  them to 

be credited to the 2016 year, please have all contributions in the church office by December 30th. If not, we 

will not be able to give you the 2016 credit. 

2016 Year-End Statements will be available in the Commons mid-January 2017.  

 

 

As of October 31st, our receipts are $17,671 ahead of budget and expenses are $23,708 less than budget which 
gives us a favorable surplus of $41,379.   

As a reminder, any surplus at the end of the year will be moved to Unrestricted Surplus to be used for 
unforeseen purchases or to jumpstart a capital campaign. 

 

Regular member giving was $581,853 which is ahead of budget by $10,362 in part due to timing of one large 
stock proceed donation this year (given in July vs Dec 2015) and a prior year item in a dedicated account that 
was deemed to be income and moved in September. We’ve also had 4 5-Sunday months through October.  
Other income is $7,309 above budget. Total income is $17,671 ahead of budget. 

 

Compared to prior year, total income is up 13% primarily in regular member giving in part due to the 3 items 
explained above. Adjusted for those items, regular member giving is up 10% vs last year.   

 

Total expenses for the year were $565,775 which was $23,708 below our budget. Primary drivers of the 
favorable variance is the change to a part-time Christian Ed employee, 1 vs 2 weeks of VBS and property 
insurance savings. 

Compared to prior year, total expenses are essentially flat. 
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Music Ministry 

Dude, You Hear What I Hear? 

It’s not a western. It’s not a surf scene. Where does this year’s Christmas 

musical take place then? You are invited to come find out! Mark your 

calendars now to see our children and youth of the congregation as they 

take us on a new adventure. The Christmas musical will be held on 

Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Please come support 

our music and faith formation teams and help in your preparations for 

Christmas! There will be lots of fun for all along with a reception 

following the performance. 
 

Children’s Corner 

As we prepare for the Christmas musical, there will be several additional rehearsals at 

various times. Please pay close attention to the following schedule. We look forward to a 

great production! In order to provide our best possible work, it is very important that you 

make every effort to attend each rehearsal. 

Singing Saints 

Wednesday, November 30  6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 3  9:00 a.m. – noon 

Wednesday, December 7 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 10 9:00 a.m. – noon 

Sunday, December 11  Sing at Both the 8:30 and 11:00 services 

    Report to church at 3:00 p.m. 

    Musical at 4:00 p.m. 

Please note that we also sing on Christmas Eve – at either the 3:00 p.m. or the 5:00 p.m. service. 
 

Cherub Choir 

Wednesday, November 30 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 7 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 10 11:00 - 11:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 11  Report to church at 3:00 p.m.  

    Musical at 4:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve Music Ministry 

We will begin rehearsing chancel choir anthems for the 9:00 p.m. service during Wednesday evening 

rehearsals on December 7.  If you would like to sing with us at this service, it is a great way to have a “short 

term commitment.”  Please join us in the music room at 7:30 p.m. starting December 7.  We will rehearse the 

Christmas Eve music first. 

Calling all Epiphany Brass – please let Kevin know if you are available and willing to play for the 7 and 9 

p.m. services on Christmas Eve.  We will arrange rehearsals based on the availability of those playing.   

Continue next page 

Kevin Barger, Director of Music Ministry. 

Playing during Sunday Worship 
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Singing Saints – we will sing one song from the Christmas musical at both the 3:00 and the 5:00 p.m. services 

on Christmas Eve. There is no extra rehearsal. Those that are there for each service will join in the chancel at 

the appropriate time. So, no matter which service you come to, you can participate!   

Junior Handbells – Note that you are playing on Christmas Eve at the 3:00 and the 5:00 p.m. services. 
 

Adult Chancel Choir Reminders 

Please be reminded that there are no rehearsals on Christmas or New Year’s Day.  Rehearsal will resume on 

January 8.  Additionally, there are no rehearsals on December 28; rehearsals will resume on January 4. 

Music Ministry cont’d 

Poinsettia Plants 

Poinsettias in honor or memory of loved ones will be used in the chancel on 

December 24. To place an order, fill out the form found on the display in the 

Commons and turn in with check payable to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 

marked Poinsettias.  Each plant is $13.00. Your check should accompany your 

order.   

December 11th is the deadline for  orders. Plants may be picked up 

following the 9:00 pm service on December 24th or during the week when the 

church office is open. 

The Saint Olaf College Choir will be performing in Richmond as part  

of their Winter 2017 Tour.   

 The St. Olaf Choir is the premier choral ensemble of St. 
Olaf College in Northfield, Minn. St. Olaf College is a four-
year, co-educational liberal arts college of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) with students from 
across the United States as well as from 30 other countries.  
St. Olaf College is recognized worldwide for the exceptional 
breadth and depth of its music program. 

 The St. Olaf Choir continues to attract capacity audiences 
at top venues around the country including Carnegie Hall, 
Philadelphia’s Verizon Hall, the Kennedy Center, Cleveland’s 
Severance Hall and the Orchestra Halls of both Chicago and Minneapolis. 

 The St. Olaf Choir was honored with the 1999 Wittenberg Award for outstanding contributions to 
Lutheran church music. 

 The Choir will be accompanied by a small chamber orchestra to include Epiphany member musician, 
William Bice. 
 

Tickets are on sale now through the St. Olaf web-site: http://wp.stolaf.edu/stolaf-choir/ Then click on tour 
tickets.  These tickets usually sell out.  They will be performing on Friday, February 3. 2017 at 7:30 at River 
Road Baptist Church. 

http://wp.stolaf.edu/stolaf-choir
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Faith Formation 

Sunday School Christmas Service Project 
Find the Christmas tree in the Narthex and pick out an ornament with a child’s wish for Christmas. Sign out 

the ornament on the sheet and bring the present back by Sunday, December 11.  

 

Please Note: Sunday School will not meet on December 25 or January 1.  

300 Gifts Under Wraps! - Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who participated in creating and wrapping the 300 

gifts that were divided into 12 Advent Calendar Baskets for our homebound 

members to enjoy and remember that they are part of our church body. There 

were lots of wrappings, trimmings and trappings, but we got it all done! And 

the baskets are on their way to brighten the days of those unable to be present 

with us during this precious season.  

Faith Formation Christmas Gifts 
Information and Order Forms available in the Commons 

Orders due: Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

 

Items for all ages are available in our mini catalog including Epiphany’s “Walk 

Worship Witness” shirts and drinkware, faith based toys for young children, 

items for the Luther enthusiast and ELCA Good Gift options.  

Advent Devotions for All Ages 
Available in the Commons 

 

Pick up devotions to use throughout the Advent Season. There are options available 

for families, children, youth and adults.   

 

“So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.”  Luke 2:16 

   

Advent Coloring Posters for All Ages 
Sundays at 9:45am and Wednesdays at 5:00pm 

Price Hall 

 

Enjoy coloring? Stop by Price Hall while you are here on Sunday Mornings or during our Wednesday 

Evening Ministries to help color our Advent Posters. All ages and skill levels are encouraged and welcomed 

to participate in coloring these large posters to hang in Price Hall! Crayons provided.  
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Adult Faith Formation 

Sunday Morning Opportunities 
 

The Christmas Story for Grown-Ups The story of Jesus’ birth is the first 
biblical story that most of us learned as children.  We know the characters 
and events by heart.   But what does the Christmas story say to us now that 
we are no longer children?   In this adult Sunday School study we are 
invited to come to the manger of Jesus in ways that we have not come 
before, hearing messages and meanings which were always there but 
hidden from us because we did not know enough about ourselves, or about 
the world of our time or Jesus’ time to understand.  Our journey begins December 4 at 9:45 a.m. in Sala 
Chapel with Pastor Tom Bosserman as our leader.  

 
 
Tuesday Morning & Wednesday Evening Opportunities  
 

Advent 2016: God is With Us will meet in Sala Chapel at 10:30am on Tuesdays 
and 6:30pm on Wednesdays throughout Advent to take a closer look at the Scriptures 
from the Revised Common Lectionary.  

 

 
 
 

Thursday Morning Opportunity 
Mom’s Bible Study continues their study of Pew Sisters at 9:30am in Sala Chapel on 
Thursday mornings.  Nursery is provided and opens at 9:15am to give you time to settle 
children in before our discussion begins. All are invited for fellowship and learning as we 
hear what God is doing in the lives of real women today.  

December Baptism Birthdays 
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Young Adult Global Mission Update-from Emily Dietrick 

Sanibona, iba nosuku oluhle lokuzalwa! (hey y’all, happy holidays!) I am 
thoroughly enjoying my time in South Africa. I am learning a lot about the culture, 
traditions, faith, myself and so much more. The biggest draw to the YAGM 
program for me was that the greatest emphasis is on building relationships with the 
people in my community and bridging the gap between the ELCA and the ELCSA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa). This aspect allows me to focus 
on being with the people of South Africa. 
 

I have been spending my time doing a few different things. One of my favorites is 
volunteering at Bumbisizwe Special School, a school for children (grade K-7) with 
disabilities on Mondays and Fridays. The majority of the school is for physically 
disabled learners along with deaf and learning disabled students as well. I split my 
time between helping in the deaf classrooms and being with either the 
physiotherapist or occupational therapist going to the classrooms helping with 
some of the students treatments. The best thing about the school is that all of the 
students and teachers have great attitudes each day.  
 

The other days, I am with Reverend Msomi going to Women’s Prayer League, 
making house calls, running errands, attending events: being a member of the community. This is when I am 
able to see a vast majority of people and be with them. When we are praying and singing, we are doing so in 
isiZulu so I am not able to understand everything. However, I am able to see the power of prayer and the 
impact of community. Madadeni, the township where I live, is still very much feeling the affects of apartheid. I 
appreciate that I am here to learn from my community, to depend on them, to be a family with them. As the 
only white woman and the only American, I have seen more vividly the privilege comes with those two things. 
By using conversation and my physical presence, I am able to break down some of the barriers that come with 
the privilege that I bring. I continue to enjoy having deeper conversations, meeting new people, and forming 
friendships each week. I am excited to see what new and exciting things are still to come this year!  
 

Feel free to follow my blog at www.throughemtrickseyes.wordress.com to stay updated! Thank you so much 
to each of y’all for supporting me thus far and have a Merry Christmas! 
 

Emily 

Grace and peace to you from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, PA.  

I have just finished up my first semester of seminary and already I have learned an extraordinary amount. 

This year I am in a teaching parish where I have the opportunity to be an assisting minster every week. As an 

assisting minister, I help lead the liturgy, write the prayers and assist with Holy Communion. This last 

semester I took courses in Greek, the Gospels, preaching, worship and the early church and creeds. Through 

all of them I found new appreciation for worship, hymns, liturgy, prayers and the stories of the people of the 

Bible. 

I am excited to tell you that this January I have the opportunity to see where many of the stories in the Bible 

took place. I will be traveling to the Holy Lands with a group from Southern Seminary. While in the Holy 

Lands we will be traveling from Jerusalem to the Sea of Galilee and other sites of Jesus’ ministry. I look 

forward to sharing more about the trip with you when I return.   

Thank you for all the support and prayers you have given me over the years and now as I go forth in the next 

step of my life. I look forward to seeing you all over Christmas break! Until then, may the Lord bless you and 

keep you.         Daniel Hess 

Seminarian Update 

http://www.throughemtrickseyes.wordress.com
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DECEMBER 

 Sunday, December 4—youth to help prepare, serve and clean after our Consecration meal, 4-7pm. 

 Wednesday, December 14 – High School Bible Study in Star Lodge at 6:30 pm 

 Sunday, December 18 – Tacky Lights, Caroling, and Christmas Party (4:30—8:30 pm)  

 Sunday, December 18 – High School Lock-In (pick up at 9am on Monday, December 19) 

 Wednesday, December 21—7th and 8th Grade Fellowship  (5:45 Dinner, 6:15-7:30 pm Games) 

Epiphany Youth Group 2016 - 2017 

One thing I asked of the LORD, and that I will seek after:  
To live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  
And to behold the beauty of the LORD. 

JANUARY  

 Sunday, January 8 – Winter Olympics 

 Monday, January 16 – Martin Luther King Day – In the Name of Love Service Day 

 Wednesday, January 18 – Seventh and Eighth Grade Fellowship (5:45 Dinner, 6:15-7:30pm Games) 

 Sunday, January 22 – Regular Gathering in Star Lodge 

 Friday, January 27 – Sunday, January 29—Winter Celebration Week Two (9-12th grade) 

 

LIL 

YOUTH 

Lil Youth and their Adult Leaders will be celebrating 

Christmas with a party to decorate Christmas cookies and 

watch the movie Home Alone on December 18 from 12:15—

2:30 pm in the Star Lodge. 

All 5th and 6th Graders are invited to join us! 

Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 

6th graders and we hope YOU will join us for monthly 

gatherings this coming year, including games, field trips, 

crafts, service projects, and more as we grow in faith and 

friendship! 

BEHOLD THE BEAUTY 
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             High School Summer Service Trip to  

 This coming summer, join EYG as we serve youth, the elderly, and children in the City of Brotherly Love!  

In Philadelphia the major focus of the week will be both learning and experiencing the ways the city provides 

resources to hungry residents. We will get our hands dirty weeding at an urban garden, packing boxes at a food 

distribution center, and helping in local food pantries. We will also help with kids’ summer programs and we may 

also have the chance to spend time with local senior citizens or meet families at a local shelter.  

In the evenings, take a run up the “Rocky Steps” at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, explore Old City, attend a 

local church service, and spend time feasting with the community at a cookout.  

The total cost is $375 per person which includes transportation, a t-shirt and a fun activity at the end of the week. 

A check for $100 made payable to “Epiphany Lutheran; Memo: YouthWorks” are due in the church office by 

Sunday, December 18. The final $275 is due by Sunday, January 29. Epiphany will pay the remaining $145 

for each participant. Please speak with Pastor Joseph if additional financial assistance is needed. 

There will be a pre-trip covenant meeting in late spring/early summer. 

 Philadelphia! 
July 30 – August 4, 2017 
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Stephen Ministry 

Your Stephen Ministers—Part III 
 
In the last two issues of The Examiner, we have called to your attention those who serve you as Stephen 
Ministers. To date those featured were the “veterans”—folks trained and commissioned in 2013. Our focus is 
now on the Class of 2016—members of Epiphany who began training in February and were commissioned in 
mid-June.  Like the “veterans,” they have answered the call to walk with others in a time of need and share their 
faith with them.   Their comments below give one a clear picture of the faith and commitment they bring to their 
care receivers.  Debbie Pellmann and Mike Horacek, Stephen Leaders  
 
 
 
Carol Mawyer 
 

I am a Stephen’s Minister.  
I became a part of this caring ministry, not because of any special skills or wisdom 
that I hold.  I joined in response to a call I felt from God.  I believed there was 
something more I could be doing to “live” my faith.   
Although I’ve participated in Stephen’s Ministry training and have been installed 
as one of Epiphany’s official Stephen’s Ministers, everything I offer as a caregiver 
comes from God.  God works through me to provide comfort for my care receiver.  
I am simply the vessel for the Holy Spirit. 
As I provide a listening ear, a prayer and sometimes a hug to my care receiver, I 
feel blessed. The opportunity to serve as a Stephen’s Minister has opened my eyes 
and my heart to the needs of others.  It has challenged me to put myself in 
another’s place. It has enriched my prayer life. It has filled my heart. 
 

 
 
Ben Droste 
 

Stephen Ministry is about caring for another person in the name of Christ.  Through 
listening and prayer, the Stephen Minister provides confidential Christ-centered care 
to the individual who is hurting from a difficult issue in his life and allows God to 
heal the person.  My own personal faith has been strengthened by this ministry as I 
learn and share the process with a care receiver.  Most certainly, everyone benefits 
from an enhanced relationship with God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Johanna Gattuso 
 

Some thoughts on why I became a Stephen Minister: 1)  During a difficult 
time in my life, our Pastor suggested that I seek support from the Stephen 
Minister program. 2) Stephen Ministry is a natural extension of the skills I 
developed as a nurse and faithful wife and mother. 3) I am a respected part of 
a great team filled with the Spirit. 4) I am a valued Stephen Minister in a one-
on-one relationship with my care receiver, backed-up with peer support from 
our team. 5) I get to listen, reflect God’s love, and grow through continuing 
education.  
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PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS! 

Consecration Sunday will be Sunday, December 4. Worship services with guest 

preacher at 8:30am and 11:00am.  Celebration Dinner at 5:00 pm with Grand 

Illumination of Christmas display at 6:00 pm. 

December 11 - Christmas Musical, “Dude, You Hear What I Hear?”, 4 pm. 

December 24 - Children’s Christmas Tableau, 3 and 5 pm. 

    Holy Communion and Candlelight Services, 7 and 9 pm. 

December 25 - Holy Communion Service, 10 am. 

January 1 -      Holy Communion Service, 10 am. 

January 8 -      Blood Drive! 8:30 am - 12:30 pm Price Hall 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak which envelopes the wearer both 
physically and spiritually, in prayer and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a commanded 
blessing, given by God. 
 

There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we 
care about:  those with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; 
those who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; 
graduate; newlyweds; to name a few. 
 

Epiphany has a great group of ladies that will be providing Prayer Shawls 
for those in need of comfort and inner strength. 
 

Our group meets in the parlor every second Monday of the month at 7:00 
p.m.  There is always room for at least 1 or 2 more so please don't hesitate 
to attend.  Lessons will also be offered.  If you would like to work from home and not attend our meetings,  
we would love to count you as one of our members also. 
 

The ministry is now in need of your help.  We will need yarn from your attic and/or storage closet.  As you 
search your home for yarn, please assess the yarn to donate as you would if needing a prayer shawl for 
yourself (soft, warm and comforting).  In addition, if anyone has plastic storage baskets that they would like to 
donate for us to store the prayer shawls in, that would be marvelous. Please contact Jackie Collins at 703 304 
8568 if you have any items to donate and to arrange a pick-up. 
 

Thanking you in advance for your interest and donations. 

Quilting Update 

We have news from Lutheran World Relief. We were able to track where our 
July donations were sent.  Our quilts were delivered to Georgia, Russia and 
the school bags were sent to Mali in western Africa.  We welcome 
volunteers.  We meet the fourth Tuesday and fourth Saturday mornings where 
we tie quilts (no sewing experience needed).  Fabric or pre-cut fabric kits are 
available if you would sew at home (tops are 60” X 80”; backs are 64” by 
84”).  Contacts are Milly or Cathy DeLesDernier and Chris Crouch. 
 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
 

Please Note: Due to Christmas, quilters will meet Tuesday, December 27th and 

Saturday, December 31st 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=prayer+shawl+ministry&view=detailv2&&id=D76EAAE9BD20D16E78206AC3C85421E9B54DF207&selectedIndex=49&ccid=%2bRAJ%2fVqp&simid=608019769465636222&thid=OIP.Mf91009fd5aa9dddc287761e3212cbbcbo0
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WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS 

All are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith each Wednesday beginning with dinner in Price Hall 

at 5:45, on December 7. Choir rehearsals, Bible Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered. Meals will 

resume on January 4. 

Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and 

under. Household max is $20.00. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Commons or email the church office 

by Monday night at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org 

The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on 

the sign up sheets. 

Are you able to lend a hand with serving or clean up? The sign up sheets are at 

the Welcome Desk or contact Beth Barger at 282-6066. 

 
 

 

Our year has really flown by so far. December looks so short this year as well because of where our break falls 

this year! I hope you all have a very merry Christmas season. 

We are looking forward to our Christmas 

celebrations here at ELNS.  Like last year, we will 

be putting on a whole school performance in the 

sanctuary on Friday, December 16 at 9:30 a.m. You 

all are invited to attend and see our little ones sing 

some really sweet Christmas songs! After the 

performance, children and parents are invited to join 

us in the Commons for a Christmas party before school lets out for a couple of weeks. 

Our registration for the 2017/2018 school year will begin for current students and 

church members on January 2.  Tuition rates are available on our website now. We will 

have the application online by December 16. We are already scheduling tours for next 

school year, so if you are looking for a school for your little one(s), make sure to 

schedule one in the coming weeks to see what Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School can 

offer you and your children. If you have any questions or want to schedule a tour, you 

can reach me via phone at 282-7506 or via email at elnsdirector@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Hendricks 

Director 

Fellowship Ministry 

Epiphany Lutheran Nursery School 

http://www.epiphanyelca.org
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Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
Friday, December 9, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 21, 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:  
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 
 

Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday 
and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282-6066, or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional 
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. 
Inclement weather?  Check channel 8 for 
closings, or if Henrico schools are closed, then 
LAMB’s Basket is closed. 
 

Reminder:  
Release forms are available on the Community 
Service bulletin board for those under 18.  

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Community Service Ministry 

 Christmas Giving Tree 

It's hard to believe that Christmas will be here soon and that 

means it's time for our Christmas Giving Tree ministry.  The 

Christmas tree is up in the Narthex under the stained-glass 

window of Jesus and decorated with 125 red and green stars 

representing the wants and needs of 63 children at a local 

elementary school. Please take a star, put your information on the 

sign up sheet, and shop for the particular gift requested. All gifts 

should be returned in holiday gift bags by the end of the 11:00 

service on Sunday, December 11. Any questions? Please give 

Cheryl Hamm a call at (804) 399-7650. 

 

MICAH NEWS  

Books, new or gently used, are being collected for  

Southampton students (K – 5th grade)  

in preparation for a Dr. Seuss Birthday Party, March 2nd.   

Your donations may be placed 

in the Micah basket located in the Commons. 
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

Habitat for Humanity Work Day, December 10 

Our 2016 Epiphany work day for Habitat for Humanity is scheduled for 

December 10 in Ashland.  We hope you can join us. We will have our 

specific assignment of jobs by December 5. You do not need to be skilled 

to work with us, but must be at least 16 years of age. Our work day begins 

at 8:30 AM at the site and continues until 2:00 pm.  Carpooling will be 

available from the church. 

If you are not able to work on the site, perhaps you can volunteer to provide lunch for our volunteers.  

Sandwiches and cookies are prepared for our workers. 

Sign up sheets are at the Welcome Desk in the Commons. 

As stated in the mission statement for Hanover Habitat for Humanity, “we are seeking to put God’s love into 

action by bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope!” 

For additional information, please contact Marilyn Gloyer at gloyerm@yahoo.com or 804-363-0196. 

REFORMATION BLOOD DRIVE 

In celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Richmond area Lutheran churches will be conducting 

blood donation drives throughout 2017.  Individual churches have each designated a specific date to honor the 

Reformation with a donation event.  EPIPHANY  will kick off the yearlong celebration, hosting our Reformation 

Blood Drive on January 8, 2017, the first Sunday after the Epiphany and Our Lord’s Baptism. 

We had a very successful blood drive in October and hope to set the standard for all of Richmond’s Lutheran 

congregations following our Epiphany drive.  So, save the date and share God’s immeasurable gift of life. 

Contact Carl Erickson (in the directory) with any questions about the drive or about blood donation in general. 

                  

"Come be a Reformation donor!"   JANUARY 8, 2017 

 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 

Epiphany’s blood pressure screenings which had formerly been conducted on the first and 

third Sundays of the month, will, beginning January, 2017 be held once a month, on the first 

Sunday of the month.   

 
 
 
 

mailto:gloyerm@yahoo.com
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CHRISTMAS TEA DECEMBER  

All ladies of the church are invited to our Christmas Tea on December 14th, 2 pm in the Star Lodge. Enjoy an 
afternoon of entertainment and caroling plus great "goodies" are there for all to enjoy.   
 
Our charity donations this year will again go to Safe Harbor, a home for battered women.  Here is a list of the 
most needed items: 
 
 Gift cards – any denomination – grocery stores, Target, Walmart, CVS 

 Bus tickets - $5 increments – can be purchased at Kroger Customer Service 

 Paper towels, powdered laundry detergent, toilet paper, coffee/tea, cereal, 

canned tuna, snack  

 Items, over the counter cold/flu meds 

 

No reservations are needed so please mark the date on your calendar and join us! 

 

WELCA Circles Meet 

 

The Margaret Miller Circle will meet again in January. 
Please feel free to call Donna Josephson 883-5955, or Ann Decker 266-6007, with any 
questions. 
 

The Clara Sullivan Circle will meet again in January. 
 

The Katie Luther Circle will meet on Thursday, December  8th, 6 pm, at Janet Card's 
home.  If you are interested in joining our circle that meets in the evening, please contact Tatter Hartmann at 
804-741-0276 (please leave a message) or at tatterh@hotmail.com. 
 

Thank you for the lovely flower arrangement that sat on the church altar. Am enjoying this very much and 
look forward to recovering soon. 
Sincerely, Mary Lee Leigh 
 
Dear Pastors Martin and Bolick and Church Family, 
I would like to thank you for your visit, prayers, cards, telephone calls and support these past few weeks.          
I hope to see you soon. 
Thank you, Christine Eubank 
 
To All the Members of Epiphany, 
I want to thank everyone for all the prayers, cards, flowers and all of the kindnesses that you have shown us. 
Don is in Hospice care and will be home soon. 
Thank you again, 
Kitty Osmun 

Thank You 

mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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WASIWA’S STORY OF HOPE 

Wasiwa was alone and suffering from immense pain.  He spent most of his days as a 
nomad – wandering from village to village and home to home, although walking 
caused him extreme discomfort.  When he first visited the Sole Hope Outreach house 
he had over 1,500 jiggers and a severe case of malaria. 
 
While his situation was bad it was far from hopeless. Wasiwa and his father spent 
several months at the Outreach House while he had the jiggers removed, received 
treatment for malaria, and learned about hygiene, prevention, and health. 
 
A few months after he returned home to his village we visited Waiswa.  We are 
happy to announce he remains jigger free!  This sweet boy came to us paralyzed by 
two dangerous diseases, but now walked around in socks and shoes with a big smile 

on his face and a heart full of hope!  Waiswa was so intent on wearing his shoes everyday he almost wore 
through that first pair.  We were delighted to give him a new pair of shoes so that he could continue to live with 
#ZEROjiggers.   
 
Wasiwa’s story mirrors the stories of so many children we care for – children suffering from immense hurt as a 
result of something smaller than a grain of rice.  A jigger can cause a child to miss school or put them at risk of 
neglect from their families.  Yet, some of our most painful cases turn out to have the greatest transformative 
and hopeful endings.  Once again, Wasiwa has a beautiful and bright future. 
 
Join us as we continue to treat and heal children in Uganda from the pain of jiggers.  Together we move 
forward toward the #nexttwofeet, #ZEROjiggers and hope for changed lives. 
 
EPIPHANY WOMEN ARE PLANNING A SHOE CUTTING PARTY AFTER THE NEW YEAR.  
BEFORE WE START WE ARE NOW COLLECTING: 

Jeans—bring in your old jeans as this is the best fabric to use for the shoes. 
Donations—funds are needed to pay men and women in Uganda make the shoes, and for shipping 

materials.  Make your check payable to WELCA and write in memo line SOLEHOPE, and place your 
check in envelope on the bulletin board outside the church office.  Each completed pair of shoes costs 
about $10.00. 

2-liter Plastic drink bottles—to cut the support for the back of the shoes. 
Epiphany’s SHOE CUTTING PARTY AT JANUARY CIRCLE MEETINGS 
A large box marked SOLE HOPE will be in the COMMONS to receive your  donations of mater ials. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sole+hope&id=228E2A61149BF0C95464AE539945FF8A0463A7A4&FORM=IQFRBA
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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr., pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick, pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org 
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman, pastortom@epiphanyelca.org 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger, kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin, churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org 

Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger, bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton, debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org 
 
 
 

Members in Our Prayers 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Times 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

 
Wednesday Worship Service 

 11:00 a.m. 
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