
OPTIONAL VIDEO (Tim Hawkins song) 
 
https://youtu.be/XpFD-kgQxnI 
 
RECAP AND PREFACE FOR PODCAST 
 
See notes and questions PDF 
 
Hopefully most of you got the email I sent out with a link to the web page that has last week's lesson on it. I know 
we’re not always going to be able to make it each and every week so my hope is to have whatever we miss, 
including the questions and the weekly challenge, available for you there. If you haven’t looked at it, please do.  
 
If you look at your papers you will see this triangle drawing that you may or may not remember Don talked with us 
about at the retreat last February, and what we talked about a little bit last week. Essentially, you have God at the 
top and a husband and wife at either corner of the bottom. As we as individuals draw closer to God— by  following 
Jesus —  we draw closer to one another. If one of us stops maturing in our faith, or stops following Christ all 
together and starts living a different type of life, we will not draw closer as husband and wife.  
 
The podcast we're going to listen to in just a few minutes is going to explain this dynamic a lot better, but last week 
we wanted to take some time to reflect on whether or not we are maturing as Christians individually,  and we did 
that because oftentimes the source of both the problems and the solution in a relationship comes back to how we 
are doing in our own walks with God. 
 
I shared how Shawn and I discussed just the other week that when there’s tension and issues in our marriages, we 
can usually look and see that we’re not spending time with God. We’re not prioritizing our faith and it results in us 
being less patient, less loving, less serving, and so forth. And with life being so busy, neglecting God is an easy thing 
to do in today’s society. 
 
But our relationship with God is the foundation upon which our goals as a couple can be unified, our discussions as 
a couple can actually progress, and our marriage can become this amazing, complimentary dynamic organism, 
versus two people with different opinions and different goals constantly butting heads. Because when your opinion 
and my opinion differ, if we have Christ as our foundation and goal, now we have truth and one goal to keep us 
unified. Otherwise it’s just the most stubborn person and pushiest person who “wins”. It’s not really winning 
though.  
 
One of the ideas we also talked about last week was, if you were to use one word to describe what you want your 
spouse to be, your children to be, your friends to be, I think a great word to use would be faithful. When someone is 
faithful, that can mean a hundred different things in a hundred different situations, but it always results in the same 
conclusion; them choosing you.  
 
That's what God wants from us as well, not just as a couple, but as individual. And last week we dug into the 
parable in Luke chapter 19 that you can go and read about the context and the explanation of it, but one major 
theme it discusses is, “Are we faithful to Jesus while He reigns from afar?” Because when He — being Christ — 
returns, we cannot at that time decide to suddenly declare our loyalty. He is watching our faithfulness the same 
way you and I see how someone is faithful to us — by how they act when we’re not around.  
 
What your kids do when they're not around you, how your spouse behaves when you're not around, reveal if 
they're faithful or not. Faithfulness is not perfection, but when sin happens, a faithful person will seek to make it 
right. And for God, He wants us to be faithful to Him. In just the chapter right before that parable, Jesus says this 
really interesting thing, “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?” 
 
I don’t know About you, but if I expect Kelly to remain faithful to me solely based on the kind of husband I am, I get 
really scared. If Harrison Ford walked into this room, I may as well not even exist anymore.  



 
There's always someone who  seems better looking, more loving, more serving, more adventurous, more spiritual, 
more whatever and because I have a lot of sin that I bring into our relationship, that gives her plenty of ammo to 
lose faith in me and our marriage. But I can stand here before you and tell you I had no doubts in my mind when I 
married her about our marriage, and no matter how many hard conversations and arguments we've had since 
we've been married, at no point is there any doubt in my mind about our relationship as a whole because she loves 
God more than she loves me. She desires to be growing and maturing as a Christian.  
 
So that means her goal is to love me the way God has asked her to love me, and to cherish and honor and treat our 
marriage the way God has asked her to treat marriage. That's the standard she has. Do you know how much 
confidence that gives me?  
 
I've had coworkers talk about their relationships with the girlfriend who their living with, and their kids they have 
outside of marriage, and the fear of being cheated on and the insecurities of their relationship dominates their 
thoughts and causes never ending issues.  
 
But when we are faithful to God and maturing as individuals, our spouse will find security in God’s standard, and 
not us. And we will find security in God, and not our spouse. And that’s what this podcast is going to delve into a bit 
more because God certainly works through us and our spouse to provide love, affection, and security, as well, but 
the ultimate source cannot be you or me, He created us to need something bigger than that. 
 
And I’ll just say this, if you are not in the habit of doing this yet, if there’s one thing that can radically help your 
marriage starting today is when you find friction, issues, arguments, or that your marriage is lacking love, affection, 
romance, and so on, stop and ask yourself, “How is my relationship with God right now?” If we and our spouse are 
both prioritizing that, our marriage will change and blossom.  
 
But now,  let’s take a listen as Chip breaks down marriage and God’s vision for it. 
 
PODCAST 
 
This is from Chip from Living On The Edge Ministries, it’s a podcast you can listen to anytime. Laurie brought it to 
my attention and she loves it, and I’ve found the ones I’ve listened to to be really helpful as well.  
 
Listen to https://livingontheedge.org/broadcasts/player?bid=4f951bfb-956d-4640-8402-1ccf34f2cbfb 
 
WE STOPPED AT 14:58 (but you can keep listening if you wish!) 
 
 
THIS WEEK’S CHALLENGE 
 

● Write down answers.  
● Come up with goal(s).  
● Come up with ways to accomplish them.  
● Write down things that will help YOU achieve them.  
● And write down things that you can do to help your SPOUSE achieve them.  
● Come together as a couple and discuss/revise.  

 
1. If you had to pick one area you think you need to work on most in your relationship with God, what would 

it be? 
a. Rev 2 & 3 (letters to the 7 Churches) 

2. If you had to pick one area you think you need to work on most as a spouse, what would it be? 
a. Eph 5:22-33, 1 Peter 3:7. 

3. If you had to pick one area you think you as a couple need to work on most, what would it be? 


