
OPTIONAL VIDEO (Tim Hawkins - Rollercoaster & Job clips) 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBUWSOoZ244 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNsOdCs8tVs 

 
 
OPENING LESSON 
 
Tim is a hilarious Christian comedian if you’ve never checked him out, definitely do so. Some of us here 
are still on our way up that first hill, and others of you have been on the tracks a while. (I can tell by your 
messy hair). But no matter where you are, even if you are beginning to feel like the Job joke regarding 
your spouse, God can restore your marriage. That’s not just empty words from a naive person. I have met 
and read about marriages that have gone through terrible, terrible tragedies, cheating, fighting, drugs, 
and so much more and when it was surrendered to God, He was able to restore it to glory. Prayerfully 
today is a step toward that.  
 
If you google, “Jesus Marriage Triangle” you’ll see nifty illustration.  Some of you've probably seen it 
before. It's a triangle with Jesus at the top and the husband and wife on either side of the bottom two 
points. The concept is that the closer we grow to Jesus, the closer we will grow to one another. 
 
While thinking about today and wanting to lay a foundation for us to move forward with, as I mentioned 
earlier, we wanted to talk a bit about how we as individuals are doing spiritually. Are we husbands, are 
we wives, moving closer to Jesus? Because if one of us is, but the other is staying back, or even leaving the 
triangle, us drawing closer to one another  becomes nearly impossible.  Our individual walks hold the key 
to our collective walks. If I want our marriage to be Christ-like, but I don't take care of my own, I’ll 
probably just blame my spouse for any shortcomings instead of examining myself. 
 
As I mulled over this concept, I begin to think about how our current Christian culture looks and may be 
affecting why we struggle to mature sometimes. If you remember in scripture, John, Jesus, and the 
Apostles all had to fight against this concept the Jews had that they were saved simply because they were 
descendants of Abraham. They were going to be saved regardless of anything else as long as they were 
Jews.  
 
Then, when some of them became Christians, they even tried to convince non-Jewish Christians, the 
Gentiles converts, they needed to start following the Judaic laws in order to be saved. This, of course, was 
all false. Jesus had fulfilled the Law, and being “Abraham’s seed” was about your heart and mind and 
subsequent approach to life, not your heritage or adherence to a specific list of dos and don’ts.  
 
Much like the Jews thought their Heritage saved them, I fear as I observe Christians today, grace has 
become the new “saved by my heritage.”  I’m not saying we aren’t saved by grace. What I mean is we’ve 
almost divorced grace entirely from biblical grace, which results in a lifestyle change. We’ve turned it into 
meaning that as Christians we should do things, but we don’t really have to because God’s forgiven us. 
And anytime someone wants to call us higher, they’re almost undercut by someone else crying, “Legalist!” 
 
We got here because historically, as many of you know,  throughout the centuries a lot of prominent 
Christian denominations promoted and taught what was essentially a legalistic view of scripture. People 
didn't do what they did because  Jesus saved them, everything they did was so that Jesus would save 
them. In other words, if I don’t do enough, God won’t save me. Which, again, is false. 
 
What happens historically, is that societal and religious pendulums tend to swing. The problem with a 
pendulum is that if it’s not stopped when it hits the middle, it will swing too far the other direction and go 



to the opposite extreme of the initial problem. So while the legalism needed to go, grace without 
remembering as James said, “faith without works is dead” — not, hindered, not sluggish, not weak, but 
DEAD —  results in Christians whose lives do not reflect Christ.  
 
Peter in Acts 2 said Jesus wasn’t just the Messiah, our savior, He was also Lord. That’s a concept we 
struggle to understand here in a country where we don’t have a king. And currently, we’re increasingly 
finding it harder to even understand authority.  Now if we disagree with you, we won’t even respect your 
position or power or title,  we will mouth off and disobey. And we’ve drug that into our view of Jesus. He’s 
our buddy, our friend, not our Lord. Anyone who has seen parents who try to be their child’s friend 
rather than their parent has seen how that simply will not work.  
 
Jesus said “If you love Me, you will keep my commands.” He said, “If anyone serves me, he must follow 
me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.”  
 
As long as we think of Jesus as being okay with whatever we do, that our choices don’t matter, or that we 
can do some things for Him, but keep other things out from under His authority, and seeing Him as more 
friend than Lord, we will be at best immature, and at worst, destroying our faith in outright rebellion.  
 
And for God it’s the same thing. We think of Him as daddy who loves us sooo much, but we forget He is 
Holy,  He is just, He is righteous, He absolutely hates sin and what it does to us and others and loves us so 
much, He doesn’t want us messing around with it. He calls us to be radical, to remain repentant, to obey 
Him because we don’t just love Him, but we trust He knows what’s best for us. That means we’ll obey at 
times even if it’s not what we want to do, because we trust Him and we know He has our best interest in 
mind. He calls us into a life of proactive love, not just “avoiding sin”.  
 
I know I can easily get caught up in the grace, grace, grace and not take an honest look at my life, not think 
about how destructive my sin is, how I need to repent, not take very seriously my time in prayer or 
scripture, not stop to ask “What does God think of this decision right now?” 
 
To help us reset our minds, I wanted to basically outright steal from a seminary course called the “Eternal 
Struggle” by George Faull, and from a sermon my dad first heard back in the late 70s I believe.  It was at a 
Christian Men’s Retreat from a bible professor down in Florida  named Roger Chambers, and I found it 
online some years ago and I thought it really helped me stop and think. Prayerfully, as I give a recap of 
one of the main points, it will help us today reset our minds so we can have that healthy balance of 
understanding God’s amazing grace, but not forgetting the respect, reverence, piety and obedience He 
deserves.  
 
I’m going to be reading from Luke 19:11-27, NIV version.  
 
While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near Jerusalem, 
and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately.  
 
So many times in scriptures we attempt to know what it means and we completely blow by the fact that it 
literally tells us why it was given. But  we just jump to the meat and come up with a lot of explanations, 
“Oh, it must mean this, or it must mean that” and we’re way off because we don’t pay attention to the 
details.  Jesus spoke this parable because He was near Jerusalem, and the people thought the kingdom 
was about to appear immediately.  But what does Jerusalem have to do with this? And why were they 
expecting that? And, more to the point, what were they expecting? 
 
Well, let's think about the Bible as a whole. There are three main themes. The Old Testament is someone 



is coming; the Gospels are someone is here; the rest of the New Testament is someone is coming again. 
This whole thing started in Genesis chapter 3 where Adam and Eve, and Satan, are being punished by God 
as He lays out the repercussions of their sin. But during that discussion, He gives the promise, the 
messiah is coming, He explains there will be someone to take care of this sin problem. 
 
This premise, if you look at the rest of the Old Testament from it, makes scriptures, to me, very exciting. 
Adam and Eve weren't the only ones to hear this promise. Satan did too. So if you look at all the stories 
we have in the Old Testament from both perspectives you begin to see Satan working on anyone he 
discovers is inline to possibly birth the Messiah to take them out. Starting at Cain and Abel, his handiwork 
is rampant. He doesn’t want to be killed, so he’s pretty motivated to intervene.  
 
He’s not all knowing like God though, so he’s at the mercy of what God reveals. God starts with this 
general proclamation to Adam and Eve, then with Abraham he narrows it down to a nation, then he 
narrows it down to the tribes, then he picks a tribe, then he picks a household of David, and as he 
continues to narrow down the promise, so too are the people in the Bible we get to look at it. First we're 
looking at the entire nation of Israel, but by the time we end up in the New Testament, we’re primarily 
looking at the Jews, the tribe of Judah.  
 
Now, as Bill so greatly helped us understand in our Sunday School classes a year or so ago, the reason 
God had to eventually take the Jews into captivity was because they were so obsessed with idol worship, 
they stopped looking for the messiah. So long as they worshiped false Gods, they’d never be looking for 
the promised one.  
 
After the Babylonian captivity, the remnant returns and we have very zealous people who refuse to fall 
trap to idols again. So much so, they begin to create laws upon laws to protect themselves and honor God. 
Eventually though, those laws became their worship and they forgot the heart and point and thus were 
born the Pharisees and Sadducees, the scribes, and other religious leaders Jesus battled against 
throughout His ministry. 
 
But one good thing that did come from their zeal is that they were indeed now looking for a messiah. See, 
they knew the prophesies from the book of Daniel, they knew they were in the 4th kingdom. The 
Babylonians, the medes and Persians, the Greeks, had already come and enslaved them, and they were 
finally in that last Kingdom, the Roman Empire.  They knew after that this would be the return of their 
Kingdom. Everyone else that had their turn ruling over the Jews and finally, it was the Jews time to rule 
over the world and a descendant from David would now take the throne.  They were looking. They were 
ready.  
 
Here is Jesus, He is heading to Jerusalem. They're thinking this is it! He's not dealing with the lepers 
anymore, he's not running around in Galilee, or dealing with these small crowds, He's heading to 
Jerusalem. That's where the leaders are. That's where David had his throne. That's where Rome currently 
has it satellite offices, if you will. It's the epicenter.  It can only mean one thing. It's time, baby! He's going 
to rule. He's going to establish his authority and force the world to submit to His throne.  Because that's 
what they thought; they thought they were going to have this earthly Kingdom. And if people didn't want 
to listen, they'd be forced to because Jesus could do things that no other man could do. 
 
Nicodemus in John chapter 3 had already declared it very clear the people knew what Jesus did was not 
possible if God was not involved. Everyone knew this. So here He goes to Jerusalem and they're expecting 
this triumphal thing. When you read the account of His entrance into Jerusalem, the people are losing 
their minds with excitement. And Jesus knows this is what they're thinking. He knows this is their 
mindset and expectation. What does He do? He does what He always does when He understands what's 



on our heart and mind, He teaches. He shares a parable.  
 
While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near Jerusalem, 
and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately. So He said, “A nobleman went 
to a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself, and then return. And he called ten of his slaves, and 
gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this until I come back.’ But his citizens hated him 
and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’  When he returned, after 
receiving the kingdom, he ordered that these slaves, to whom he had given the money, be called to him so 
that he might know what business they had done.  The first appeared, saying, ‘Master, your mina has made 
ten minas more.’ And he said to him, ‘Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little 
thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities.’  The second came, saying, ‘Your mina, master, has made five 
minas.’ And he said to him also, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’ Another came, saying, ‘Master, here is 
your mina, which I kept put away in a handkerchief; for I was afraid of you, because you are an exacting 
man; you take up what you did not lay down and reap what you did not sow.’  He *said to him, ‘By your own 
words I will judge you, you worthless slave. Did you know that I am an exacting man, taking up what I did 
not lay down and reaping what I did not sow? Then why did you not put my money in the bank, and having 
come, I would have collected it with interest?’  Then he said to the bystanders, ‘Take the mina away from him 
and give it to the one who has the ten minas.’  And they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas already.’ I tell 
you that to everyone who has, more shall be given, but from the one who does not have, even what he does 
have shall be taken away.  But these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them 
here and slay them in my presence.” 
 
Lots going on here and we’re simply going to focus on one major theme, not all the things being taught. I 
do want to mention, though, that this is not the same parable as the parable of the talents. There are some 
similarities, but it is a separate parable teaching separate things. For instance, here there are 10 slaves 
involved rather than just three, they’re all given the same amount to start with rather than 3 different 
amounts mentioned in the Talents, the rewards differ rather than all being the same, and so forth.  
 
Regardless, our focus today is on the nobleman. At the start, he leaves to do what? To receive a kingdom 
for himself. And while he’s gone, he left his slaves to do business with, presumably, these citizens who 
don’t want him to be king.  
 
Remember, you're a first-century Jew who thinks the kingdom is going to come, and you're familiar with 
scriptures and prophecies about this event. When you hear of a nobleman going away to receive a 
kingdom, you need to think if that matches anything you knew. There were recent events in their life that 
many believe is why Jesus used this illustration, but in terms of understanding it, everyone seems united.  
 
In Daniel chapter 7(NASB)  it says, “I kept looking in the night visions, — And behold, with the clouds of 
heaven — One like a Son of Man was coming, — And He came up to the Ancient of Days 
And was presented before Him. —  “And to Him was given dominion, 
Glory and a kingdom, — That all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
Might serve Him. — His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
Which will not pass away; — And His kingdom is one — Which will not be destroyed.” 
 
Daniel has a vision of the Son of Man coming where? TO GOD. That’s important. He wasn’t coming here to 
earth, he was going TO GOD. And what happened? He was given a kingdom. Then. Not later. But then.  
 
Now, we have the benefit of the “rest of the story” as Paul Harvey used to say. So in Acts 1 it says (NASB), 
“And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight.  — interesting — And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, 



behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them.  They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way 
as you have watched Him go into heaven 
 
We see Jesus leave on a cloud and He went where? Into Heaven. Pretty much sounds like Daniel's’ vision 
to me. Then we read 3 times in Hebrews alone Jesus, after dying for sin once and for all, sat down where? 
At the right hand of God. He didn’t say here. He went into Heaven to receive His kingdom., where He was 
given rule and authority, but He has not yet returned.  
 
Back to our parable where we have a nobleman leave to receive a kingdom, and in his stead he has his 
slaves do business while he’s gone, one of whom put what he was given under his napkin, and the citizens 
come and say, “We don’t want  you to rule over us!”  
 
Jesus told this parable because His kingdom wasn’t what they were expecting, and additionally, He 
wanted them to know that when He returned, He would be looking to reward the faithful. If you’re 
waiting until He returns to obey His authority, to crown Him king, you’re too late. He IS king. When the 
nobleman came back, He didn’t force any of the citizens to submit to Him. He didn’t give them another 
chance to change their mind. He had those who didn’t want Him to rule slain.  
 
Look. If God wanted us to worship Him and obey Him because He’s bigger and stronger and can force us 
to, He’d have done that in the garden. God doesn’t want servants who serve out of fear or because they 
can’t beat Him. He wants our hearts. He wants our loyalty. He wants us to be faithful, because He is 
faithful, He is loyal, He is a servant. He is loving and compassionate. He is beyond what we can be in all 
those things, but eventually, time will run out for us here. He doesn’t need forever to see who will be 
faithful, and who will not be.  
 
For those who just rebelled, their outcome was harsh. But the slave who did nothing with what he had 
been given, has his mina taken away from him. He did not prove himself to be a faithful servant because 
he tucked his under a napkin.  
 
Now a quick aside, what do we put in napkins typically? Food we don’t want, right? Either you just can’t 
choke it down so you do the discrete napkin wipe and spit, or you crumple the napkin and use it to cover 
food still on your plate you don’t want others to see you didn’t finish. This guy didn’t even care enough to 
put effort behind where he stored the mina, even though he didn’t plan on doing anything with it. And so 
it was taken from him and his reward was given to one who had been faithful.  
 
The reality for us is this, Jesus is ruling. We are either slaves or we are citizens, those with Him, or those 
living in His kingdom but who have no desire to honor His rule. When He returns, He’s hoping to find His 
servants have been faithful.  
 
If we had to pick one word to describe what we want our spouse to be, what we want our children 
to be, what we hope our friends are, I think we would all agree if they were faithful to us, that 
would be a great thing. It can show itself in so many different ways depending on the situation, but 
it always results in one outcome.  
 
Do you know how you can tell when someone is faithful to you? It’s by their actions when you’re not 
around. That’s when you see the depth of their love, their respect, their tenacity in protecting and 
honoring your relationship, and how much they care.  
 
Kelly and I talk a lot about our life and how it often feels like we’re just going in circles. Nothing is really 



changing. And one of the biggest things we lament over is how we don’t seem to give God the time He not 
just deserves, but that we long for, that we crave, that makes us fired up about life and have that life in the 
full Jesus promised us.  
 
But more than that, for me, and I’m going to quote Shawn because he said I could, (maybe he didn’t mean 
today, but sorry, bro!) he and I were talking yesterday and he said something I have noticed in my life, 
too. When he is not putting God first, and not close to Christ, his relationship with Christina suffers. And 
me too. (not with Christina, but Kelly). When I haven’t been loving Kelly the way I want to, the way she 
deserves, a lot of times it’s because I’ve been focused on work, and chores, and whatever, but haven’t 
been spending time in prayer, or serving, or singing, or meditation, or reading, or any of the other ways 
we can grow closer to Christ. But when I come out of a great time with God, all I want to do is love her and 
cherish her and care for her.  
 
How faithful we are to Christ, matters. And the goal of this group is to help each of us learn and develop 
and grow and mature and remain passionate about being faithful, so when He returns, we’re the ones 
who can say, “Look! What you gave us yielded 10 more!” 
 
I don’t know where you’re at as a couple. I don’t know where you’re at as individuals. But in a few 
minutes we’ll break into smaller groups and the questions will help us hopefully us get to know one 
another by learning that very thing.  
 
ANSWER BREAKOUT GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
THIS WEEK’S CHALLENGE 
 

● Write down answers.  
● Come up with goal(s).  
● Come up with ways to accomplish them.  
● Write down things that will help YOU achieve them.  
● And write down things that you can do to help your SPOUSE achieve them.  
● Come together as a couple and discuss/revise.  

 
1. If you had to pick one area you think you need to work on most in your relationship with God, 

what would it be? 
a. Rev 2 & 3 (letters to the 7 Churches) 

2. If you had to pick one area you think you need to work on most as a spouse, what would it be? 
a. Eph 5:22-33, 1 Peter 3:7. 

3. If you had to pick one area you think you as a couple need to work on most, what would it be? 
 

 


