
 

 

Smolek Leaves $1.5 Million Legacy  
 

 Emil Smolek lived a very full life, celebrating his 100th birthday with hundreds of friends, 
neighbors, and family at St. Luke United Church of Christ in San Pierre.  Born in North Judson, 
Indiana in 1919, he passed away in November of 2019.  Ten years earlier, Emil created an 
endowment in the Community Foundation of Pulaski County through a bequest in his Will.  That 
testamentary gift was realized this year, totaling over $1.57 million to support his passions in 
life. The bequest is the largest gift ever received by the Community Foundation. 
 
 Some of Emil’s early memories included the one-room school house he attended from 
first through 8th grade, built on two acres of land donated from his dad.  He remembered his 
community as being full of children who liked outdoor activities – summers with swimming and 
winters with ice skating. His father was killed in a car accident when Emil was 11 years old. 
 
 He finished high school at North Judson, and was working his way through Purdue when 
World War II broke out.  Emil joined the Army Air Corps Cadets, and became a B-24 bomber 
pilot.  He served in the South Pacific, ending up in Okinawa with the rank of Captain. 
 
 After the war, he and his wife Lauraine decided farming was for them. They started with 
dairy and chickens along with mint, corn, and beans.  In the seventies, his two sons returned 
home to farm, and they increased their farms to around 1,200 acres.  He could be seen well 
into his ninth decade on a tractor helping his sons with the farming.  Emil said, “the Lord was 
good to us – through our labors and His help we have prospered.” 
 

Described as curious, sharp and quick-witted, a lifelong learner and pillar of the 
community, Emil served on St. Luke’s board numerous years and as president, was a charter 
member of the San Pierre Lions Club, and served on the Board of Christian Haven Homes of 
Wheatfield.    

 
This fall, when his estate was settled, the CF received funding for the endowment that 

will support his interests in life – his church, agriculture, and learning.  The Emil Smolek 
Endowment Fund will benefit St. Luke United Church of Christ, four area public broadcasting 
television stations, and two scholarships for Railroad Township and North Judson-San Pierre 
High School students majoring in ag-related fields or general studies.   
 

When working with the Community Foundation to create the endowment, Emil shared 
his reasons for making the bequest.  He wanted to “honor my family, and give back to the 
country and community that has allowed me to do this.”  Emil’s plans to honor his family 
members and leave a permanent legacy are truly being met through his gift to the Community 
Foundation.  

 



For more information about creating a bequest in your Will, contact CFPC at 574-946-
0906; email info@cfopc.org; or visit www.cfopc.org/planned-giving.  
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