



The Baptized Life 
At Riverside, we believe that baptism is part of your journey of faith.  This 
is what we see when we read the story of the first believers in the book of 
Acts.  Every time someone put their faith in Jesus and became his 
follower, they were baptized.  It happened at different points for different 
people, but it was always a part of their salvation story.  


In the same way, we believe that when we confess Jesus as Lord and 
Savior, baptism is a part of our salvation story.  It is, in a very literal way, an 
opportunity for us to be united with Christ in His death, burial and 
resurrection! 


Baptism Sunday //  Easter Sunday 
Each year on Easter Sunday we have our annual Baptism Sunday!  You 
can be baptized ANY Sunday at Riverside!  But we like to have a special 
day each year dedicated to this incredible step of faith.  


We love having Baptism Sunday on Easter Sunday because on Easter we 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave!  When you enter 
the waters of baptism, you are buried with Christ and resurrected to new 
life with Him!  




Are You Ready to be Baptized? 
If you’ve been thinking about being baptized, you might have some 
questions.


The list of frequently asked questions below isn’t exhaustive and the 
answers are surely not extensive, but it’s our hope that this might help you 
better understand if you are ready to take this next step of faith and begin 
your walk with Christ through baptism.  


If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  We would 
love nothing more than to talk with you and pray with you about being 
baptized!


Here are some Frequently Asked Questions: 

1 // How old do you have to be to be baptized? 
If you’re a parent like me, you may be wondering about your kids.  Are 
they old enough? At what age should you start encouraging them?  If you 
feel like they are too young should you try to delay them from making this 
decision?  


As parents who are raising our kids in church and in faith I think it’s 
important to think about baptism as being a landmark moment in 
their spiritual journey.  The Bible doesn’t talk about a “right age” to be 
baptized.  However, some of the concepts about sin, about rebirth, 
about identifying with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection, are pretty 
abstract ideas.   


One thing I always encourage our kids and students to do when they 
believe they are ready to be baptized is to write a letter to themselves 
talking about why they want to be baptized.  This is a great way for them 
to share what they believe and what they understand.  If they are baptized 
and wonder later in life if they “knew enough,” they can go back to this 
letter and remember that they understood who Jesus was and what He’s 
done for them.




2 // Do I need to be re-baptized? 
This is a question many people ask who were baptized at a young age or 
in a different church setting.   If you were baptized but your baptism wasn’t 
your decision, then you may want to consider not being re-baptized, but 
being baptized!  Maybe a parent made you be baptized, or you felt 
pressure from someone else.  If your baptism wan’t your decision then I 
would say that at some point this decision needs to be your own.  Your 
decision to name Jesus as the Lord and Savior of your life and put your 
faith in Him needs to be a decision you make.  You need to be able to say 
in your own heart, “I have decided to follow Jesus.”


If you were sprinkled as a child and dedicated to the Lord at a young age, 
there’s no doubt that was a holy and special moment for you and your 
parents.  But making the decision now in your own heart and mind to give 
your life to Christ is a chance for you to make the decision to step into the 
waters of baptism, to obey Jesus, and to identify with Jesus as you step 
into new life with Jesus.


3 // Do I know enough to be baptized? 
There’s a sense in which we’ll never know it all.  But if you understand that 
God loved the world so much that He gave his Son Jesus on the cross so 
that whoever believes in Him would have eternal life… if you believe that 
and you’re ready to put your faith in Jesus, then you’re ready.  


It’s kind of like when I got married.  I had no idea how to be a husband. 
But I knew I loved my bride and I was ready to give my life to being 
her husband.  Along the way I’ve learned even more about what that 
means and I will continue to learn what that means all my life.  


In the same way, if you’re waiting until you know enough about God or the 
Bible or about Jesus to be baptized, you’ll never know enough.  But, if you 
believe in Jesus, you believe He is who He says He is, if you love Him and 
you’re ready to give your life to him, then you’re ready.




4 // Who can baptize me? 
The Bible says absolutely nothing about the “baptizer.”  If anything, it 
seems that the baptizer is someone who is already a believer.  Beyond that 
the focus of this moment is on what God has done for us through Jesus 
and the heart of person wanting to be baptized into Christ.  


If there is a special person in your life you would like to baptize you, let us 
know.  We would love to help facilitate this moment and make it special in 
every way for you.  Also know that any of our staff or shepherds are happy 
to baptize you if you wish.  We’re here to serve you in any way we can.


5 // Is baptism essential to my salvation? 
As we’ve said before, what we understand from scripture is that baptism is 
a part of our salvation story.  We see this all throughout the book of Acts.  


We hear it in the words of Jesus as he told his disciples to, “Go into all the 
world making disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28.19-20).  


We see it through the teachings of the apostle Paul. (Romans 6.1-6).  


Baptism is important to us because baptism is important throughout the 
biblical story.  We believe we are called to be baptized and called to live 
the baptized life!


6// What does the Bible say about baptism? 
Below you'll find links to some passages of Scripture about baptism.  Use 
these for your own personal study.  If you have questions or want to talk 
further please let us know!  Email us at office@riverside-church.org. 


Matthew 3:13-17


Matthew 28:16-20


Acts 2:36-41


Acts 8:26-40


Romans 6:1-14


1 Corinthians 12:12-14


Galatians 2:20, 3:26-29


Titus 3:3-8
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