
 

February 28, 2021 

In 2020, during a time when there were so many Sundays where we were simply 
unable to be together as a church family, you might have assumed that giving 
would be down.  And maybe it was in some churches.  But that was not the case 
at Riverside.  Your uncommon generosity shined through in a year when it would 
have been easy to stop giving or stop giving as much as you normally would.   

We know that the pandemic has affected many people, many of you, in serious 
ways.  Many have lost jobs, changed jobs, and taken pay cuts.  That’s why we are 
so grateful that through the difficulty of this past year our giving has remained 
strong.  And because of that, we’ve been able to help people who needed help in 
our church and in our community.  

It’s with a sincere and genuine heart that the Leadership at Riverside wants to take 
time to say, “THANK YOU,” to each member of our church family. You continue to 
give sacrificially and selflessly of your time, your talent and your treasure.  This year 
we’ve witnessed that generosity in incredible ways. 

Every year, we want to share an update with where we are as a church in terms of 
our finances. Because of your generosity we want you to know that we ended 2020 
with budget surplus of $52,000!  Wow!  Praise God.  We are grateful for the 
diligence of our staff, the dedicated work of our finance team, and the oversight of 
our Shepherds who continue to lead us with integrity.  God’s faithfulness to us is 
evident all around us and we are poised to help others in the days ahead! 

We also want you to know that we are entering 2021 with a balanced budget.   
Each year, our elders, staff, and finance team spend time praying over this process 
and pouring over every line of the budget making sure the money you give is used 
wisely for the benefit of the church, the spread of the gospel, and for the glory of 
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God’s great Name!  After careful analysis by our financial team and elders in charge 
of the budget process, we’ve determined our budget for 2021 is $1,040,000, with a 
weekly budget requirement of $20,000.  

As always, we want you to know that the gifts you give to Riverside are used to 
change lives.  Because of your gifts, we are able to share the word of God with 
people in our community and around the world.  We are able to teach our children 
and students about the great love of God.  We are able to love and serve people in 
our community.  All of this is possible because of your generosity! 

As you know, the needs of our church and community are ongoing so we ask that 
you not only continue to support the ministry of this church, but please continue to 
cover our ministers, staff, and ministry leaders in prayer as we strive to share the 
love of Jesus with others.  

As we continue on in 2021, we want to say thank you to all of you who give 
faithfully and financially to Riverside.  Many of you set up online recurring giving for 
the first time this past year.  Thank you for doing that!  It really is the best way to 
give consistently and faithfully each month.  If you would like make a one time gift or 
set up online giving, simply go to riverside-church.org/give.  By setting up recurring 
giving you also help our church finances stay even through the year naturally 
offsetting the typical peaks and valleys we see from time to time.  

As many of you know, we had a Capital Campaign planned to begin this year.  Yet 
with the pandemic upon us, it seemed wise to wait on those plans.  We do plan to 
resume those plans at a later date and much of the work has been done to prepare 
us for that campaign when the time comes.  

Thank you again for your generosity and sacrificial giving to the Lord. Please 
continue praying for the word of Jesus Christ to be spread throughout our 
community and around the world. Thank you!

http://riverside-church.org/give

