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THANKSGIVING EVE 
WEDNESDAY, 7:30PM, NOVEMBER 26, 2025 

INTRODUCTION 
Every gathering for worship has elements of thanksgiving. When we are 
nourished with God’s bounty in holy communion, when we partake of Jesus’ 
word that gives life to the world, and even when two or three of us simply join 
our hearts in prayer to make our requests known to God, we do so “with 
thanksgiving.” Let us give thanks to God, who is good and whose mercy 
endures forever. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do.  
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Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
HYMN 840                  “Now Thank We All Our God”           
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together:  
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every 
day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, 
give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
First Reading: Philippians 4:4-9 
Paul urges the Christians at Philippi to rejoice, to be thankful, and to dwell on 
everything worthy of praise. 
 
A Reading from Philippians 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be 
with you. 
 
Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM             “The Goodness of the Lord”                          C.P.E. Bach
                     Sung by Lisa Pecchio 

 
Gospel Reading: John 6:25-35 
The day after he multiplies bread to feed five thousand people, Jesus is pursued 
by the crowds clamoring for more bread. Recalling the image of manna in the 
wilderness, Jesus promises to provide the true bread from heaven that will never 
fail. Jesus himself is that bread of life. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 
25 When [the disciples] found [Jesus] on the other side of the sea, they said to 
him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 
tell you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs but because you ate 
your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes but for the food 
that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him 
that God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we 
do to perform the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “What 
sign are you going to give us, then, so that we may see it and believe you? What 
work are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, as it 
is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32 Then Jesus said to 
them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the 
bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
  35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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REFLECTION                         Pr. Schoepflin 
  
HYMN 881           “Let All Things Now Living” 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (response: “receive our prayer.”) 

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the 

church, and all of creation, responding “receive our prayer.” 

A brief silence. 

We praise you, O Lord, for you alone are God. Sustain ecumenical and 

interreligious partnerships and commit us to respectful and faithful dialogue with 

one another. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We praise you for green pastures and abundant harvests. Feed us with the fruit 

of the earth, the work of human hands. Bless those who labor in fields and 

factories for the food that nourishes and strengthens us. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

We praise you for leaders who seek justice and equity for all. For all elected 

officials, we pray. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We praise you for your tender care. Be present with those who are ill and who 

weep this day. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We praise you for our community of faith. You have brought us this far by faith. 

In times of worry and uncertainty, renew our trust in your abundance. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

We praise you for your saints who now feast at your eternal banquet. Sustain us 

by their faithful lives of gratitude until that day when we join them at your table. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all 

that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE    
 
OFFERING 
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HYMN 182                       “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray:  Holy God, 
the earth is yours and everything in it, 
yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures. 
Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, 
and strengthen us to be your body for the world 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
+Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.        
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE OUR FATHER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,      
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.        
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper. 
C: O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word and we shall be healed. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION 

All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and 
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the 
Sacrament.  The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at 
the main aisle.  
The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then proceeds to a gold 
chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the common cup, or if so 
desired, the communicant may receive only the bread. 
Please let your Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free 
wafer. Please follow the guidance of the ushers. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray: Blessed Jesus, 
at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. 
Now send us forth to extend our tables 
and to share your gifts 
until that day when all feast together 
at your heavenly banquet. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you his peace, 
In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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HYMN 679                      “For the Fruit of All Creation” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SENDING 
A:  Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to Serve. 
C:  All are welcome!  
A:  Go in peace. The Lord is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                “Nun Danket Alle Gott”        Setting by John A. Behnke  

 
Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431. 
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536 
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IN  OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, 
Annette, Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Karin Bergesen, 
Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello, Betty Bose, Ron Bruens, Brenda,  Bobby Burns,  
Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, 
The Colozzi Family, Nancy Couture, Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary 
Donnelly, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen, Wendy Erlandson, Paul Farber, Felix, Ralph Gallo, 
Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez, 
Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Jennifer Hoffman, 
Josephine Hoffman, Manda and Herbert Holzmann, Jennifer Howard, Viv Isakson, Dylan 
Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Brian Kennedy, Judy Korsh, Erik Krisch, Kristen, 
Melissa L., Terry Lago, Douglas Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Loretta Lusteg, Laurie Mandel, 
Mason, Jackie Matura, Mel, Stancy Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Katy Monte, 
Terry Moore, Jennifer Morrell,  Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew 
Naeher, Kim Nallan, Jane O’Brien, Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Richard 
Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Jessica Pucci, Ron Pucci, Joan and Matt Reilly, 
Grace Revere, Lynn R., Bill Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Ruth, 
Jordan S., Sal, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, 
Stephen, Suzanne Stoklosa, Stan Stone, Annette Swanson, Gavin Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., 
Anna T., Douglas A. Tyers, Theresa Tyers, Vendetta Vita,  Michael Wagner, Peter 
Weichner, Bill Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann. 
 
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, 
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. 
Howard, Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, 
Jay Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
THE FRUITS OF THE VINE are given in loving memory of our parents Mary and Arthur 
Swanson by Annette and Carolyn Swanson. 
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THE PARISH COUNCIL 
If you would like contact information for the council members listed below, 

please call the church office at 631-269-6454. 
 

Joanne Pitfick, President 

Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President 

Brian Ansink, Fellowship 

Karen Garone, Finance 

Karen Alicata, Treasurer 

Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer 

Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer 

Arthur Wakefield, Assistant Treasurer 

Barbara Kaifler, Secretary 

Marina Bedrossian, Youth 

Rich Doino, Property 

Karen Wallin, Social Ministries 

Betty Bose, Music and Worship 

Aubrey Minton, Christian Education 

Paul Farber, Stewardship 
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Outreach and Marketing (Evangelism) 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
Sunday Schedule            9:30am In person                     The Holy Eucharist                                                
     and Live stream via YouTube                        
Sunday school N3 – Grade 5        9:30am In person  
Monday Schedule                  7:30pm In person                      The Holy Eucharist   

 

 

 

ABIDING PRESENCE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL 
Route 25A & Sunken Meadow Road, 4 Trescott Path 

Fort Salonga, New York  
Church Office: 631-269-6454    School Office: 631-269-4898 

Church: www.abidingpresencechurch.org email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com 
Preschool: www.abidingpresencepreschool.com email: aplcpreschool@gmail.com 

 
OUR MISSION  

The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and community, 
is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the family of God. 
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