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Welcome to Worship! 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18, 2021 
8:00am and 10:00am 

                      Abiding Presence Church and Preschool 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ 
shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal 
we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food 
and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through 
the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 
 
PRELUDE    
 
 
GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
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We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray together: 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be 
your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses 
to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 
 
 



 Page 4 
 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing 
how God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the 
proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them 
forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

A Reading from Acts of The Apostles 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or 
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 
walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God 
of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But 
you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given 
to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 
this we are witnesses.  
16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you 
see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, 
that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your 
sins may be wiped out.” 
        

  Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 4 
 
Read responsively 

 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my 
prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me when I call. 
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 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
  and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, 
  more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet 
know the full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just 
as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

A Reading from the First Letter of John 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not 
yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You 
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known 
him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 
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In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds 
of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he 
has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of 
repentance and forgiveness. 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.  
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Page 7 
 

ANTHEM                  “Open Our Minds, O God”         
                                    Sung by Lisa Pecchio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON                                    Pr. Schoepflin 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (response: “Your mercy is great”) 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE    
Please use a verbal greeting “The peace of the Lord be with you,” paired 
with a reverent bow to fellow worshippers, rather than a handshake.      
 
OFFERING 
Please place your offering in the plate in the narthex either before or after  
worship. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
+Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 
Do this for the remembrance of me.        
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE OUR FATHER 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper. 
C: O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word and we shall be healed. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that 
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING 
A:  Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to Serve. 
C:  All are welcome!  
A:  Go in peace. Share the Good News. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alex, Rakel Anderson, Bellieu 
family: Kim, Josh, Faith, Noah, Eden & Micah, Margaret Belt, Marie Benson, Betsey Berry, 
Richard Bohne, Lenard Borcellino, Joseph Bruce, Matthew Bruce, Eleanor Capozzola, 
Annabelle Carini, Elsie Marie Clark, Connor, Ursula Costanzo, Mitch Crowley, Dan & 
Joyce, Pat Deihl, Avery Doino, Betty Domchick, Kevin Donohue, The Foley Family,  
Barbara Forberg, Melinda Geis, George Garone, Kristen Gonzalez, The Grant Family, Jeff 
Haney and Family, Ed and June Heidelberger, Judy Hinsch, Robert Hodum, Anthony and 
Felicia Hudson, Walter Jenkins, Rose Johnson, The Johnson Family, Ginny Kacin, Evelyn 
Kaestner,  Linda Kelly, Ms. Kitty, Neil LaFerlita, Maria LaFerlita, Doris Lindros, Charlie 
Lloyd, Jackie Matura, The Mauer Family, Kathy McCaffrey, Thomas McCormack, 
Katherine McGee, Dominic Mollica, Terry Moore, Ralph Mormile, Pauline Muth, Bobby 
Nallan, Christopher Nallan, Kim Nallan, Andreas Nabholz, Christopher Nedwick, Shaun 
Nedwick, Alice Pecchio, Rocky Pepe, Cathy Petke, Conrad Pohlmann, Jessica Pucci, 
Phyllis Renaldo, Bill Roche, Susan Roddin, Charlotte Roessle, Irene Ruddock, William 
Sanfilippo, Bob Schifellite, Richard Seiber, Kathy Smith, Lisa Smith, Pete Strange, Lenore 
Strich, Scott Trafas, Varcak Family, Marshall Veniar, Michael Wagner, Carol Walderman, 
Gary Walderman, Peter Weichner, Rose Williams, Bill Witte, John Wood, Yael. 
  
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Joseph Begley, Liam Begley, Courtney 
Burke, Carlo Calvo, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, Jonathan Dixon, Jason Ericksen, Walton 
Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Dr. Daniel Howard, 
Claire James, Tyler Kuchenbrod, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard 
Mutari, Jay Rosenwald, Jake Sass, James Schwen, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler. 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns throughout the week signifying the Presence of God 
among His people. 
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ABIDING PRESENCE LUTHERAN CHURCH PARISH NEWS 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD HALL AIR CONDITIONING FUND: Through a generous memorial 
gift from one of our families, we have established a fund to install air conditioning in Good 
Shepherd Hall. Having air conditioning in our fellowship hall (the only area of the church 
not currently with air conditioning) will make its use during the summer months more 
pleasant for us, and will enable outside groups to rent it for events during those hot 
months. A generous donor has made a pledge to match up to $5,000 of additional gifts 
made to the fund. Gifts to the fund may be made in memory or honor of loved ones, or just 
to the glory of God. 
 
APLC SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Through a generous gift of Erwin Zimmermann in memory 
of Bill Atkinson, a scholarship fund has been established at Abiding Presence.  Bill’s sister, 
Martha Haynes, also made a gift to the fund in memory of her brother.  The fund is not 
intended to be a memorial for Bill Atkinson only.  Gifts to the fund may be made in memory 
or in honor of your loved ones, or just in thanksgiving to God.  The standards and amounts 
of scholarships have yet to be established, but applications will be open to students from 
Abiding Presence, Trinity Wyandanch and St. Andrew Ellsworth Maine. 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY continues each Wednesday at 10:30 am. The 
Zoom link can be found on our website at www.abidingpresencechurch.org.   
 
FOOD PANTRY: Our ELC food pantry is open for receiving and giving of food.  You are 
welcome to bring a non perishable food item to worship and place it in the designated 
area. The church office is open Monday – Friday from 9 am – 3 pm if you wish to make a 
contribution or drop off food items.  Please call prior to drop off.  
Volunteers are needed to help with deliveries. If you are interested please contact Cyndi 
Nichols 631-896-9542 or email cyndi.nichols@gmail.com.  
 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY is on the first and third Saturday’s of the month. Our next meeting 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 1st, at 8:30am.  The Zoom link can be found on our website 
at www.abidingpresencechurch.org. 
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is held every other Thursday evening from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
via Zoom. Our next meeting will be on April 22nd.  If you would like to join our group, 
please contact Jean Oblak at jmoblak8@gmail.com. The Zoom link can be found on our 
website at www.abidingpresencechurch.org.   
 

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:cyndi.nichols@gmail.com
http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:jmoblak8@gmail.com
http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
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PASTA AND THE WORD:  Come and be a part of this vital ministry as we join with our 
sister congregation to feed community members at Trinity Lutheran Church in Wyandanch 
on the 4th Saturday’s of every month. The next opportunity to serve is Saturday, April 24th. 
If you are interested in participating please email or call Lisa McCaffrey at 
lmccaffrey@hotmail.com or call 631-670-7555.  We are also collecting socks for 
distribution at Pasta and the Word. Socks can be dropped off on Sunday or Monday 
after worship or brought to church during office hours from 9 am – 3 pm.  Monetary 
donations are also gratefully accepted to purchase food and supplies. 

 
OUR GREETING CARD MINISTRY TEAM is sending cards to those in need of 
encouragement, healing, support, or just to let someone know they are thought of. If you 
know of anyone who you would like to have a card sent to, please submit your request to 
Debra Nicholas at 631-269-6454 ext. 11 or nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com at the church 
office with their name and address. 
 
AMAZON SMILE: If you are an Amazon shopper, you can help support Abiding Presence 
at no expense to yourself!  Amazon Smile is a service division of Amazon that gives a 
percentage of the price of the item purchased to a charity that is registered with them.It 
uses all your Amazon account information (log in, password, etc.) and if you use Amazon 
Prime this applies as well.  Simply go to smile.amazon.com.  You will be asked to log in 
and then asked what charity you would like to support.  Type in Abiding Presence 
Lutheran Church, Fort Salonga, New York.  If names of registered churches pop up, be 
sure to select our congregation, as there are other Abiding Presence Churches.  
Once you make the selection you are set to go ahead and shop.  It is as quick and easy as 
that!  AmazonSmile will send a percentage of the purchase price to support the ministry of 
Abiding Presence at no extra expense to you. 
 
ABIDING PRESENCE PRESCHOOL SUMMER CAMP: Provide your child with 
stimulating “Learn through Play” opportunities at Abiding Presence this summer. Our 
Enrichment Summer Camp Program allows you child (age toddler - 5)  to explore and 
express their creativity with, Spanish Sponges, Cooking Up a Story, and Life’s A Beach, all 
in a playful safe and nurturing environment. Registration and Summer Camp flyers can be 
found on our website at www.abidingpresencechurch.org. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:lmccaffrey@hotmail.com
mailto:nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com
http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
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Daily Bible Readings for Year B (April 18 – April 25) 
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

 
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The 
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for 
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the 
Sunday readings. 
 
 Sun 4/18 Third Sunday of Easter 
   Acts 3:12-19 
   Psalm 4 
   1 John 3:1-7 
   Luke 24:36b-48 
 
 Mon 4/19 Psalm 150 
   Jeremiah 30:1-11a 
   1 John 3:10-16 
 
 Tues 4/20 Psalm 150 
   Hosea 5:15—6:6 
   2 John 1-6 
 
 Wed 4/21 Psalm 150 
   Proverbs 9:1-6 
   Mark 16:9-18 
 
 Thurs 4/22 Psalm 23 
   Genesis 30:25-43 
   Acts 3:17-26 
 
 Fri 4/23 Psalm 23 
   Genesis 46:28—47:6 
   Acts 4:1-4 
 
 Sat 4/24 Psalm 23     
   Genesis 48:8-19     
   Mark 6:30-34     
         
 Sun  4/25 Fourth Sunday of Easter  St. Mark, Evangelist 
   Acts 4:5-12    Isaiah 52:7-10 
   Psalm 23    Psalm 57 
   1 John 3:16-24   2 Timothy 4:6-11, 18 
   John 10:11-18   Mark 1:1-15 
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THE PARISH COUNCIL: 

Chris Pitfick, Vice-President; 631-261-3915 

Nicole Redden, Fellowship; 631-266-2793 

Colleen Mackenzie-Doino, Finance; 631-623-6136 

 Lauri Christiansen-Wegener; Treasurer; 631-478-2740 

Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer; 631-544-5132  

Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer; 631-257-5877  

Arthur Wakefield, Assistant Treasurer; 631-261-2805 

Cindy Ansink, Secretary; 631-754-5989 

Brian Forberg, Youth; 631-425-0795 

 Steven Hannwacker, Property; 631-686-5014  

Cyndi Nichols, Social Ministries; 631-896-9542 

 Sandra Richards, Music and Worship; 631-269-3987 

 Greg Johnson, Christian Education; 631- 543-2790 

Jeff Smith, Evangelism; 631-265-1536  

Paul Farber, Stewardship; 631-757-7392 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
Sunday Schedule      8:00am In person                   The Holy Eucharist 
(This service is by Evite invitation only and is limited to 50 guests.) 
 
Sunday Schedule     10:00am In person and via YouTube            The Holy Eucharist  
(This service is by Evite invitation only and is limited to 50 guests.) 
(Holy Communion will also be distributed in front of the church from 11:00 am to 
11:30 am for those who do not wish to attend in person worship at this time.) 
 
Monday Schedule   7:30pm  In person                           The Holy Eucharist 
 (This service is by Evite invitation only and is limited to 50 guests.) 
  
Sunday School/Nursery           9:00am via YouTube                      Grades N3 – 5 
 

     Church Offices: 269-6454    School Office: 269-4898 
www.abidingpresencechurch.org 

            email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com 

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com

