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Welcome to Worship! 
Lectionary 26 

September 27, 2026 
9:30am 

                      Abiding Presence Church and Preschool 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in 
the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the 
Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look 
to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. 
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of 
our needy world. 
 
PRELUDE  “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”   Setting - Joe Utterback 
 
 
GATHERING – The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 416       “At the Name of Jesus”                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray together: 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
WORD – God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
Please sit 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their 
parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous 
behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
 
A Reading from Ezekiel 
 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of 
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: 
Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn 
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn 
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 
they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all 
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the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 
die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of 
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death 
of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 
Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 
(Cantor sings verses. All sing response.)  
Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths. R 
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
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  for they are from everlasting. 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 
goodness, O Lord. 
 8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. R 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early 
Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the 
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share 
as the foundation for Christian accord. 
 
A Reading from Philippians 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
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 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL  
(Cantor sings proper verse. All sing Alleluia before and after verse.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins 
teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are 
supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you 
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I 
will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 
by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But 
if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he 
changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of 
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even 
after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOSPEL RECESSIONAL  
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Please sit 
 

SERMON                                                                             
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
HYMN 517          “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the + life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “Your mercy is great.”) 
 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 
that God hears us, responding “your mercy is great.” 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen 
to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to 
name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to 
use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of 
humility. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 



 Page 13 
 

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts 
with your forgiveness. Help all those in need, especially those on our prayer list, 
and those we name before you, aloud or in our hearts pause for names. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at 
rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
 
Please sit 
 
CHILDRENS’ WELCOME AND MESSAGE 
 
ANTHEM                    “Be Thou My Vision”            Setting by Mitchell Eithum 
                             Resounding Praise Bell Choir 
 
OFFERING              NO OFFERING ENVELOPE? 
                       SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE 

 
Please stand as you are able 
 
OFFERING HYMN 465       “As the Grains of Wheat” 
 

Refrain 
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 
 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you. 
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As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
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who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT TABLE 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,      
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.        
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God. 
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AGNUS DEI 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sit 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION 

All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and 
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the 
Sacrament.  The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at 
the main aisle. The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then 
proceeds to a gold chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the 
common cup, or if so desired, the communicant may receive only the bread. 
Please let your Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free 
wafer. Please follow the guidance of the ushers. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  814    “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

BLESSING 

 

POST COMMUNION HYMN 207 “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray: Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING – God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
 

  Let us bless the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor, 
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 774     “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” 
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DISMISSAL 

Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve. 
All are welcome! 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                   “A Joyous Acclamation”                     Gerald Peterson 
             
                                                                                                               
 
Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431. 
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536. 
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IN  OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette, Jean 
B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender,  Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello, Betty 
Bose, Keith Bose II, Keith Bose III, Brenda,  Bobby Burns,  Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran 
Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Lindsey Ann Clark, Christel Clausen, Nancy Couture, Mitch 
Crowley, Vania Davis, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Jeff Eisner, Elaine, Wayne 
Ericksen, Felix, Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-
Gonzalez, Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine 
Hoffman, Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Jean Johnson, Brian 
Kennedy, Lia Krautmanis, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas Lozel, 
Marissa Luethi, Gene Maccarone, Laurie Mandel, Mark,  Mason, Mel, Melissa, Stancy Mentnech, 
Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Debra Michels, Carol Minton, Terry Moore, Jennifer Morrell,  Debra 
Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Lindi Nubel, Jane O’Brien, 
Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, 
Nicholas Pohlmann, Jessica Pucci, Ron Pucci, Joseph, Joan and Matt Reilly, Matt Reilly’s of 
Albany, Grace Revere, Lynn R., Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, 
Nancy Rosen, Paul Rosen, Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Claire Salem, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, 
Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, Stephen, Austin Stone, The Strumza Family, Suzanne 
Stoklosa, Annette Swanson, Gavin Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael Wagner, 
Diane Wattecamps, Bill Wegener, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann. 
 
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, 
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Claire 
James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay Rosenwald, Jake 
Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.    
 
 
 

 
 

Our prayers and sympathies are with The Fuchs Family 
on the death of Ilse Fuchs. 

Rest eternal grant her O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her. 
 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are in celebration of the Confirmation Class of 2026 and the beginning 
of a new chapter in their faith journey. Blessings from, Pastor Schoepflin and your Abiding 
Presence Church Family. 
 
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns in memory of those who served in wars and passed. 
~ Nicole Krick  
. 
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       Daily Bible Readings for Year A (September 27 – October 4) 
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The 
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for the 
Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the 
Sunday readings. 
 
 Sun 9/27 Lectionary 26 
   Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32    
   Psalm 25:1-9     
   Philippians 2:1-13    
   Matthew 21:23-32    
 

Mon 9/28 Psalm 28     
   Judges 14:1-20     
   Philippians 1:3-14    
         
 Tues 9/29 Psalm 28      Michael and All Angels   
   Judges 16:1-22   Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3 
   Philippians 1:15-21   Psalm 103:1-5, 20-22 
        Revelation 12:7-12 
 Wed 9/30 Psalm 28    Luke 10:17-20 
   Judges 16:23-31     
   Matthew 9:2-8     
 
 Thurs 10/1 Psalm 80:7-15     
   Jeremiah 2:14-22     
   Colossians 2:16-23    
 
 Fri 10/2 Psalm 80:7-15     
   Jeremiah 2:23-37     
   Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a   
 
 Sat 10/3 Psalm 80:7-15     
   Jeremiah 6:1-10     
   John 7:40-52     
 
 Sun 10/4 Lectionary 27 
   Isaiah 5:1-7     
   Psalm 80:7-15     
   Philippians 3:4b-14    
   Matthew 21:33-46    
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Monday, September 28, 2026 
7:30 pm 

 
PRELUDE            
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
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following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN 517          “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray together:  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lesson: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early 
Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the 
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share 
as the foundation for Christian accord. 
 
A Reading from Philippians 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
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  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 
 
Please sit 
 
REFLECTION                                                                                                                                 
 
Please stand as you are able                                       
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “Your mercy is great.”) 
 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 
that God hears us, responding “your mercy is great.” 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen 
to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to 
name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to 
use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of 
humility. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts 
with your forgiveness. Help all those in need, especially those on our prayer list, 
and those we name before you, aloud or in our hearts pause for names. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at 
rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
 
OFFERING                     NO OFFERING ENVELOPE? 
                              SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE 

 
                                                                 

OFFERING HYMN 465       “As the Grains of Wheat” 
 

Refrain 
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 
so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 
 

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 
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Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,      
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
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and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.        
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
AGNUS DEI  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  When you come forward, please let your 
Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray: Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
  Let us bless the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor, 
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 774     “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” 
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SENDING 
A:  Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve  
C:  All are welcome!   
A:  Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431. 
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536. 
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IN  OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette, Jean 
B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender,  Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello, Betty 
Bose, Keith Bose II, Keith Bose III, Brenda,  Bobby Burns,  Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran 
Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Lindsey Ann Clark, Christel Clausen, Nancy Couture, Mitch 
Crowley, Vania Davis, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Jeff Eisner, Elaine, Wayne 
Ericksen, Felix, Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-
Gonzalez, Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine 
Hoffman, Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Jean Johnson, Brian 
Kennedy, Lia Krautmanis, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas Lozel, 
Marissa Luethi, Gene Maccarone, Laurie Mandel, Mark,  Mason, Mel, Melissa, Stancy Mentnech, 
Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Debra Michels, Carol Minton, Terry Moore, Jennifer Morrell,  Debra 
Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Lindi Nubel, Jane O’Brien, 
Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, 
Nicholas Pohlmann, Jessica Pucci, Ron Pucci, Joseph, Joan and Matt Reilly, Matt Reilly’s of 
Albany, Grace Revere, Lynn R., Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, 
Nancy Rosen, Paul Rosen, Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Claire Salem, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, 
Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, Stephen, Austin Stone, The Strumza Family, Suzanne 
Stoklosa, Annette Swanson, Gavin Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael Wagner, 
Diane Wattecamps, Bill Wegener, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann. 
 
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, 
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Claire 
James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay Rosenwald, Jake 
Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.    
 
 
 

 
 

 Our prayers and sympathies are with The Fuchs Family  
on the death of Ilse Fuchs. 

Rest eternal grant her O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her.  
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are in celebration of the Confirmation Class of 2026 and the beginning 
of a new chapter in their faith journey. Blessings from, Pastor Schoepflin and your Abiding 
Presence Church Family. 
 
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns in memory of those who served in wars and passed. 
~ Nicole Krick 
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      Daily Bible Readings for Year A (September 27 – October 4) 
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The 
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for the 
Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the 
Sunday readings. 
 
 Sun 9/27 Lectionary 26 
   Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32    
   Psalm 25:1-9     
   Philippians 2:1-13    
   Matthew 21:23-32    
 

Mon 9/28 Psalm 28     
   Judges 14:1-20     
   Philippians 1:3-14    
         
 Tues 9/29 Psalm 28      Michael and All Angels   
   Judges 16:1-22   Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3 
   Philippians 1:15-21   Psalm 103:1-5, 20-22 
        Revelation 12:7-12 
 Wed 9/30 Psalm 28    Luke 10:17-20 
   Judges 16:23-31     
   Matthew 9:2-8     
 
 Thurs 10/1 Psalm 80:7-15     
   Jeremiah 2:14-22     
   Colossians 2:16-23    
 
 Fri 10/2 Psalm 80:7-15     
   Jeremiah 2:23-37     
   Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a   
 
 Sat 10/3 Psalm 80:7-15     
   Jeremiah 6:1-10     
   John 7:40-52     
 
 Sun 10/4 Lectionary 27 
   Isaiah 5:1-7     
   Psalm 80:7-15     
   Philippians 3:4b-14    
   Matthew 21:33-46    
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THE PARISH COUNCIL 
If you would like contact information for the council members listed below, 

please call the church office at 631-269-6454. 
 

Joanne Pitfick, President 

Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President 

Brian Ansink, Fellowship 

Karen Garone, Finance 

Joie Burkhardt, Treasurer 

Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer 

Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer 

Barbara Kaifler, Secretary 

Marina Bedrossian, Youth 

Paul Fick, Property 

Karen Wallin, Social Ministries 

Betty Bose, Music and Worship 

Aubrey Minton, Christian Education 

Paul Farber, Stewardship 
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Outreach and Marketing (Evangelism) 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
Sunday Schedule            9:30am In person                     The Holy Eucharist                                                
     and Live stream via YouTube      
Monday Evening                             7:30pm In Person                    The Holy Eucharist                                                 
                                                *Second and Fourth Sundays*                   
Sunday school N3 – Grade 5        9:30am In person                          September - May 

 
OUR MISSION  

The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and community, 
is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the family of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           CHURCH WEBSITE                                               PRESCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

Church: www.abidingpresencechurch.org email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com 
Preschool: www.abidingpresencepreschool.com email: aplcpreschool@gmail.com  

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
http://www.abidingpresencepreschool.com/
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