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Welcome to Worship!
Lectionary 24
September 13, 2026
9:30am
Abiding Presence Church and Preschool

INTRODUCTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we
all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and
Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless
mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves
with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the
world.

We gather at the September 11 Memorial
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: As we gather on this day of remembrance, we turn in prayer to the Source of
our Hope and Rock of our Salvation.

P: Twenty five years after the attacks of September 11, 2001, still our hearts cry
out with the psalmist, "Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast
love." Heal the wounds that persist and those which are reopened on this day of
remembrance. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Create in the human family a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right
spirit within us, that we may nurture the conditions within and among nations
that will one day put an end to terrorism and violence. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Keep us hopeful that the day of justice is coming when the whole human
family will again hear of joy and gladness, and that bones that have been
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crushed by acts of violence and weighed down by grief may again rejoice. Lord,
in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: We lift before you all who died as a result of the attacks of September

11th. Grant to all who still mourn and all who still fear an awareness of your
presence. Surround us with your care, protect us by your loving might, and lead
our nation and all peoples in the way of peace, that all your children may dwell in
security. Lord in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: God of earth and air, water and fire, height and depth, we pray for those who
work in danger, who rush in to bring hope and help and comfort when others flee
to safety, whose mission is to seek and save, serve and protect, and whose
presence embodies the protection of the Good Shepherd. Give them caution
and concern for one another, so that in safety they may do what must be done,
under your watchful eye. Support them in their courage and dedication that they
may continue to save lives, ease pain, and mend the torn fabric of lives and
social order; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
PLACING OF THE WREATH
SONG "God Bless America" Berlin

God bless America, land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her,
through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam—
God bless America!
My home sweet home.
God bless America!
My home sweet home.
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Following the ceremony, the assembly moves to the sanctuary.

PRELUDE “Prelude in C major”  from the workshop of J.S. Bach

GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please stand as you are able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.
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Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN 452

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”

04 i
6 ¢ f
1 A - wake, O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
,Lg #
 (an)
i - s
so  learn his love, its length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.
to give the Spir - it’s u - ni - ty, the ver - y bond of peace.
one Lord, one faith,and one bap-tism, one God who made us all.
with kind and gen - tle  hearts for-give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rse, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.

Text: E Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliser, 1784—-1829

Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING OF BACKPACKS
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together:

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Please sit

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime
they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God
used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.

A Reading from Genesis

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong
that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave
this instruction before he died, 7 ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of
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your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when
they spoke to him. '8 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and
said, “We are here as your slaves.” '° But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am | in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me,
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing
today. 2' So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 103 “Bless the Lord, My Soul”

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God'’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul
helps us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal
piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus
Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

A Reading from Romans

" Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only

vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those
who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed
them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 8 Those who observe
the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they
give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give

Page 8



thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. & If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ® For to this end Christ died and lived again,
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

10\Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. " For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1250 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
(Cantor sings proper verse. All sing Alleluia before and after verse.)
N4 # -
T " ' e = |
A 7 | = | '
Al - le - lu - 1a, al - e - lu - 1a.
04 4 - ‘ e
e e o e o = — s
J 4 | | 4 |
Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable
that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to You, O Lord
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21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me,
how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2 When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.’ 2 And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.’ 2 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3" When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. 3 Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on
you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay
his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
7 #uﬂ s —
o t—F—"=—e— : e o |
a4 P D | | B :
o . |4 | | 4 | =—
Al - e - lu - 1a, al - le - Iu - 1a.
Nyt L pr—
p7A T N - - ~ : - 1 _il
G | —
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.
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Please sit
SERMON
Please stand as you are able

HYMN 606 “Our Father, We Have Wandered”

0 | , ™

e : ]

1 Our Fa - ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den from your face;
2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,

3 O Lord of all the liv. - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
! i =
(a0 = -

in  fool-ish-ness have

squan - dered your leg - a - cy of  grace.
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.
com - pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord,
0 .
- — J # ~—]
\\av | ; o v
4
But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our trans - gress - ing, our faith-less- ness may cease.
0]
© . -
J - z
as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
n glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in  peace.

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the + life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “Your mercy is great.”)

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us, responding “your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others.
Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those
who care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your
creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power
entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Free the lives of any who feel
bound by their failures. Remember your children in need, especially those on
our prayer list, and those we name before you, aloud or in our hearts pause for
names. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin.
Inspire each of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we
remember all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
Please sit
ANTHEM “Be Thou My Vision” setting by Cindy Berry

Thomas Zatorski, piano

OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE?
SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE

Please stand as you are able
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OFFERING HYMN 465 “As the Grains of Wheat”

Refrain
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread;

so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

E‘;L,_c—’—,_c—'—c 2] e ¢ % o o * o 0
N A N~ ~— S

The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
%—‘_’_.
'y
— — o g o o 4, 0 5
) — N "
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0s 4
5 e 5 o F & 5 o P ———
J : Yoot N
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
0w b
T e e 5 - @ P & o . o o — Page 14
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.




P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

~ —
Ho-1ly, ho -1ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
_9_#IJ. h, 1 I
' NS — :
J \_,‘I ?
heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
At —— — e
o o | [ | :
Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
—9—# Ta— ~— i :
I .'_ - . I' o
J ' I 1
in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Thanks be to God!
AGNUS DEI
_9_#11 I i ]
(5t o e | 1 -
rl =
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
ity i - i .
© s R
J ' ~— ' '
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
_9_# i i i ! Y Y |
CEE= TSRS = |
J | ' 1 - o
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Please sit
THE DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the
Sacrament. The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at
the main aisle. The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then
proceeds to a gold chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the
common cup, or if so desired, the communicant may receive only the bread.
Please let your Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free
wafer. Please follow the guidance of the ushers.
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COMMUNION HYMN 864 “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”

¥ a4y

7

J

1 Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it 1is gone;
4 An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.

o
"

)
= =

|

2 oo T

Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for- giv-en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised,the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
but, as mor - tals rise and per-ish, God en- dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.

IL£ | # @ ®

[ (an ML | | ud I

A\IVJ | | | |

J ' ' ! -
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia!l Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!

Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-1le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
Please stand as you are able

BLESSING
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POST COMMUNION HYMN 207 “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”

04 — s e | —
F I I c. * P—
y | > —
Thank-ful hearts and  voic-es raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done. Let
—0& | 5 — ———— i 5
(c P — L — —— 2 i
y ,
ev - ry-one who seeks theLord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
04 N 3 X P — N :
(gn) — - 7 ) D ! JI\’

Send us with your prom-is-es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with

4 — o — j — I
¢ S e e, 4 Te. T o . ;
J ' . !

shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - ia.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A, Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor,
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “God’s Work, Our Hands”
0N | |
Y P b
o
o
I God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-'ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er,
4 God 18 at work in  and a - round us:
N 1. |
Vb h dl\;
&Y,
)
build - ing a fu - ture, re pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus  to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing  to all  who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on the rise!
0-b
N —t
RV, |
.-) T
rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march-ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and  set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
0 bt N
) r .
.) )
feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s  love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,

Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your  way,

Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,

Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your  call,
i =
&b i r — P E 1

shar - ing the good news of your Gos - pel.
Text: Wayne L. Wold
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

Permission is granted to reproduce this composition for local, non-sale use in synods, congregations, and other ministries of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. Other uses prohibited without securing permission or reporting usage under a valid copyright license.

SENDING

P: Sisters and brothers, both your work and your rest are in God. As we set out
this day to serve, will you endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ,
in gratitude to God and in love for God’s people?

C: I will, and | ask God to help me.

P: Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit these your servants
into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Bless their hearts and their hands
and use them to serve your people in love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

A: Go in peace. Love and serve God and God’s people.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Fugue in C major” from the workshop of J.S. Bach

Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431.
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536.
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette,
Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello,
Betty Bose, Keith Bose I, Keith Bose Ill, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, John
Carini, Fran Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, Nancy Couture, Mitch
Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Jeff Eisner, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen,
Felix, Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez,
Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine Hoffman,
Jennifer Howard, Dylan lIsraelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Jean Johnson, Brian
Kennedy, Lia Krautmanis, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas
Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Gene Maccarone, Laurie Mandel, Mark, Mason, Mel, Melissa, Stancy
Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Debra Michels, Carol Minton, Katy Monte, Terry
Moore, Jennifer Morrell, Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher,
Kim Nallan, Lindi Nubel, Jane O’Brien, Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul,
Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Nicholas Pohlmann, Jessica Pucci, Ron
Pucci, Joseph, Lanie Raskin, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn R., Margaret Rizzo,
Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Paul Rosen, Ruth, Jordan S.,
Sal, Claire Salem, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke,
Stephen, Austin Stone, The Strumza Family, Suzanne Stoklosa, Annette Swanson, Gavin
Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte,
Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano,
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard,
Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.

Our prayers and sympathies are with the Bonenfant family on the death of
Peter Bear Bonenfant and with Lisa Pecchio and her family on the death of
her aunt Margaret Pecchio
Rest eternal grant them O Lord and let light perpetual shine upon them.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week signifying the Presence of God among
His people.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (September 13 — September 20)

From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the

Sunday readings.

Sun 9/13

Mon 9/14

Tues 9/15

Wed 9/15

Thurs 9/17

Fri 9/18

Sat 9/19

Sun 9/20

Lectionary 24
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Psalm 133 Holy Cross Day
Genesis 48:8-22 Numbers 21:4b-9
Hebrews 11:23-29 Psalm 98:1-4

1 Corinthians 1:18-24
Psalm 133 John 3:13-17

Genesis 49:29—50:14
Romans 14:13—15:2

Psalm 133
Genesis 50:22-26
Mark 11:20-25

Psalm 145:1-8
Nahum 1:1, 14—2:2
2 Corinthians 13:1-4

Psalm 145:1-8
Nahum 2:3-13
2 Corinthians 13:5-10

Psalm 145:1-8
Zephaniah 2:13-15
Matthew 19:23-30

Lectionary 25
Jonah 3:10—4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16
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Monday, September 14, 2026
7:30 pm

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
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following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through = Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN 452 “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”
0 & ; ;
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1 A - wake, O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
0 &
-
©
J = A

SO learn his love, its  length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.
to give the Spir - it’s u - ni - ty, the ver - y bond of peace.
one Lord, one faith,and one bap-tism, one God who made us all.
with kind and gen - tle hearts for-give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.

Text: E. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you alll.

C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable
that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to You, O Lord

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me,
how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 2> and, as he could not
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 27 And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.” 2 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3" When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on
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you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay
his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit
REFLECTION

Please stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “Your mercy is great.”)

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us, responding “your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others.
Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those
who care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your
creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power
entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Free the lives of any who feel
bound by their failures. Remember your children in need, especially those on
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our prayer list, and those we name before you, aloud or in our hearts pause for
names. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin.
Inspire each of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we
remember all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE

OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE?
SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE

OFFERING HYMN 465  “As the Grains of Wheat”

Refrain
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread;
so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

|t is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Thanks be to God!
AGNUS DEI
_9_#11 I ! . I >
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
Q#Il LY I ! I 3 !
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
ik 4 J m —]
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mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
THE DISTRIBUTION

Gluten-free wafers are available. When you come forward, please let your
Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray: Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor,
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN 864  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven"
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1 Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
4 An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for- giv-en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
but, as  mor - tals rise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-1ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793—-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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SENDING
A: Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve
C: All are welcome!

A: Go in peace. Serve in love.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431.
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536.
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette,
Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello,
Betty Bose, Keith Bose I, Keith Bose Ill, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, John
Carini, Fran Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, Nancy Couture, Mitch
Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Jeff Eisner, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen,
Felix, Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez,
Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine Hoffman,
Jennifer Howard, Dylan lIsraelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Jean Johnson, Brian
Kennedy, Lia Krautmanis, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas
Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Gene Maccarone, Laurie Mandel, Mark, Mason, Mel, Melissa, Stancy
Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Debra Michels, Carol Minton, Katy Monte, Terry
Moore, Jennifer Morrell, Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher,
Kim Nallan, Lindi Nubel, Jane O’Brien, Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul,
Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Nicholas Pohimann, Jessica Pucci, Ron
Pucci, Joseph, Lanie Raskin, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn R., Margaret Rizzo,
Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Paul Rosen, Ruth, Jordan S.,
Sal, Claire Salem, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke,
Stephen, Austin Stone, The Strumza Family, Suzanne Stoklosa, Annette Swanson, Gavin
Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte,
Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.,

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano,
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard,
Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.

Our prayers and sympathies are with the Bonenfant family on the death of
Peter Bear Bonenfant and with Lisa Pecchio and her family on the death of
her aunt Margaret Pecchio
Rest eternal grant them O Lord and let light perpetual shine upon them.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week signifying the Presence of God among
His people.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (September 13 — September 20)

From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the

Sunday readings.

Sun 9/13

Mon 9/14

Tues 9/15

Wed 9/15

Thurs 9/17

Fri 9/18

Sat 9/19

Sun 9/20

Lectionary 24
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Psalm 133 Holy Cross Day
Genesis 48:8-22 Numbers 21:4b-9
Hebrews 11:23-29 Psalm 98:1-4

1 Corinthians 1:18-24
Psalm 133 John 3:13-17

Genesis 49:29—50:14
Romans 14:13—15:2

Psalm 133
Genesis 50:22-26
Mark 11:20-25

Psalm 145:1-8
Nahum 1:1, 14—2:2
2 Corinthians 13:1-4

Psalm 145:1-8
Nahum 2:3-13
2 Corinthians 13:5-10

Psalm 145:1-8
Zephaniah 2:13-15
Matthew 19:23-30

Lectionary 25
Jonah 3:10—4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
If you would like contact information for the council members listed below,
please call the church office at 631-269-6454.

Joanne Pitfick, President
Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President
Brian Ansink, Fellowship
Karen Garone, Finance
Joie Burkhardt, Treasurer
Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer
Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer
Barbara Kaifler, Secretary
Marina Bedrossian, Youth
Paul Fick, Property
Karen Wallin, Social Ministries
Betty Bose, Music and Worship
Aubrey Minton, Christian Education

Paul Farber, Stewardship
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Outreach and Marketing (Evangelism)
o 2t R O S I A O O S O o A A

Sunday Schedule 9:30am In person The Holy Eucharist
and Live stream via YouTube
Monday Evening 7:30pm In Person The Holy Eucharist
*Second and Fourth Sundays*
Sunday school N3 - Grade 5 9:30am In person September - May
OUR MISSION

The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and community,
is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the family of God.

@=ET,
CHURCH WEBSITE PRESCHOOL WEBSITE

Church: www.abidingpresencechurch.org email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
Preschool: www.abidingpresencepreschool.com email: aplcpreschool@gmail.com

Page 36


http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
http://www.abidingpresencepreschool.com/

