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 Welcome to Worship! 
The First Sunday in Advent 

November 29, 2020  
10:00am 

Abiding Presence Church 
The Reverend Paul Egensteiner, Bishop 
The Reverend Robert Schoepflin, Pastor 
Dr. Thomas Zatorski, Director of Music 

Ms. Lisa Pecchio, Soloist 
  

INTRODUCTION 
 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become 
familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. 
Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. 
When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling 
from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever 
hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can 
share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 
 
GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed 
the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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HYMN                             “O Come O Come Emmanuel”                    

                                                   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray together: 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken 
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the 
coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how 
the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to 
strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 

A Reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ 
has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

        
  Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
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 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself.  
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we  shall be saved.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL                Mark 13:24-37 
 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in 
power and glory to end all suffering. 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 
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32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 
at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what 
I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
ANTHEM                           “It Is Advent” 
                               Traditional Swedish Carol 
                      Text Translated By Richard Bergesen 
                                Sung by Lisa Pecchio 
 
REFLECTION 
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HYMN                            “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APOSTLES CREED   
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and + the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary 
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call 
for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw 
near. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted 
waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. 
Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the 
world. Fill them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those 
who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for 
those who suffer. Hear us, O God.Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without 
homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or 
underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their 
burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with 
depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other illnesses, especially all 
those suffering from coronavirus, and Yael, Alice, Eleanore, Irene, Dave, Betty, 
Joe, Albert, Avery, Mary, Roger, Greg, Gerd, Scott, Melinda, Kathy, Ray, 
Marissa, Jessica, those on our prayer list, and those we name before you, aloud 
or in our hearts pause for names. Ease their suffering and support them when 
they struggle. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of light, remind us in these uncertain times to relish moments of joy.  Help 
us rejoice in the gift of special moments, especially the birthdays of Ellen, 
Courtney, Marina, Steven, Julia, Autumn, Liliana, Sarah, Sonny, Elsie, Kristen, 
Laura, Stephanie, Thomas, Dessy, Zachary, Kelsey, Janet, Dianne, Frank, 
Katelyn, Mary Beth, Paul, Rose, Brian, Barbara, Lindi, Nicole, Paul, Gavin, 
Holly, Luke, Chloe, Sydney, and Lorraine and the wedding anniversaries of 
Janet and Gerard and Valarie and Thomas. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for 
justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose 
names are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of 
your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,      
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.        
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 

 

 SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
 

  Let us bless the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor, 
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                “Soon and Very Soon” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

  Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve. 
  All are welcome! 
                  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
  Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alex, Rakel Anderson, Bellieu 
family: Kim, Josh, Faith, Noah, Eden & Micah, Margaret Belt, Marie Benson, Betsey Berry, 
Joseph Bruce, Matthew Bruce, Eleanor Capozzola, Annabelle Carini,  Elsie Marie Clark, 
Connor, Dan & Joyce, Pat Deihl, Diedre, Avery Doino, Betty Domchick, Patricia Evans, 
The Foley Family,  Barbara Forberg, Gene Gaye, Melinda Geis, George, Kristen 
Gonzalez, The Grant Family, Ed and June Heidelberger, Robert Hodum, Anthony and 
Felicia Hudson, Walter Jenkins, Ginny Kacin, Evelyn Kaestner, Florence Kelly, Linda 
Kelly, Ms. Kitty, Gerry Krush,Sr., Neil LaFerlita, Maria LaFerlita, Ed Lichtenwald, Doris 
Lindros, Caroline Mauer, Kathy McCaffrey, Thomas McCormack, Katherine McGee, 
Dominic Mollica, Ralph Mormile, Pauline Muth, Bobby Nallan, Christopher Nallan, Kim 
Nallan, Andreas Nabholz, Roger Nubel, Alice Pecchio, Ron and Brenda Pennix, Dorothy 
Philcox, Jessica Pucci, Phyllis Renaldo, Bill Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Rena Rosenwald, 
Irene Ruddock, William Sanfilippo, Leah Schafer~Cubbon, Kathy Smith, Pete Strange, 
Lenore Strich, Scott Trafas, Varcak Family, Marshall Veniar, Emilie Vernier, Michael 
Wagner, Arthur Wakefield, Carol Walderman, Gary Walderman, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte, 
Yael. 
 
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Joseph Begley, Liam Begley, Carlo Calvo, 
Paul Cassuti, John Delano, Jonathan Dixon, Jason Ericksen, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric 
Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Dr. Daniel Howard, Claire James, Tyler 
Kuchenbrod, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay 
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, James Schwen, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler.    
 

 
 
 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are in celebration of the Confirmation Class of 2020. 
 
THE BREAD AND WINE are offered in celebration of Sammy’s Confirmation love 
Mom, Dad, and James. 
 
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week in celebration of Sammy’s Confirmation 
love Mom, Dad, and James. 
 
THE CANDLES OF GRACE are lighted in celebration of Sammy’s Confirmation love 
Mom, Dad, and James. 
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ABIDING PRESENCE LUTHERAN CHURCH PARISH NEWS 
 
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the narthex for those who use 
envelopes for contributing. If you will be attending any of our in person indoor 
worship services, you may take your envelopes from the narthex table upon 
leaving church.  If you will not be attending worship and would like to pick up 
your envelopes, please call the church office 631-269-6454 prior to schedule a 
date and time. If you do not have envelopes and would like to begin using 
church envelopes to contribute, please call Debra Nicholas at the church office 
and envelopes will be provided for you. 

 
OUR ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP DRIVE IS UNDERWAY!  Thank you to all who 
have returned their support commitments for 2021.  If you have not yet returned 
your pledge, please take time to do so as our finance committee and church 
council are working on our ministry budget for next year. If you do not currently 
use church envelopes and would like to start, please contact the church office at 
631-269-6454 ext.11 and they will be provided for you.  If you would simply like 
to make a pledge or donation, you may do so by calling the church office to 
request a stewardship packet. Thank you for your faithfulness and continued 
support.  
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are 9:00 am – 3:00 pm Monday through Friday. Our 
church is open. If you have a question or a need, please call the office 631-269-
6454 and be assured that if your call is not answered directly, you will receive a 
return call.    
 
WE ARE LIVESTREAMING WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY AT 10AM on our 
YouTube channel during this time. NOTE: The link for You Tube and the 
worship bulletins for all services can be found on our website at 
www.abidingpresencechurch.org. The bulletin is also emailed on Friday.  If you 
or anyone you know would like to be added to our email list, please call or email 
Debra Nicholas at 631-269-6454 ext. 11 nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com.  
 
 
 

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
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THANK YOU to those who have been mailing in their offering envelopes while 
we have not been able to meet for worship!  It is greatly appreciated since our 
bills must still be paid during this time. You can also visit 
www.abidingpresencechurch.org and click “giving” to make a donation.  You can 
also choose to have your contribution sent directly from your bank as a one 
time, or a recurring contribution saving you time and postage. Simply add the 
congregation’s name and address on the “add payees” page of your online 
banking site, and your bank will send a check directly to Abiding Presence. As a 
benefit to the Church, it helps provide an even cash flow throughout the year 
helping the church more effectively and easily meet budget goals and manage 
expenses.  Thank you all for your faithful support of our parish. 
 
THANK YOU to all who assembled and dropped off Thanksgiving meal bags 
and to those who so generously contributed towards the Northport ELC food 
pantry for Thanksgiving.  Over 100 meal bags were collected and delivered to 
the food pantry to provide a Thanksgiving dinner for families in need. Many 
thanks to Karen Schifellite and Chris Pitfick for delivering the meal bags to the 
food pantry. 
 
THANK YOU to all who assembled shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child 
this season and to those who generously contributed towards this ministry. Just 
over 100 shoeboxes in total were assembled and will be shipped overseas to 
make Christmas memorable for children in need.  
 
FOOD PANTRY: Our ELC food pantry is open for receiving and giving of 
food.  You are welcome to bring a non perishable food item to worship and place 
it in the designated area in the entry way. If you are interested in helping with 
this worthwhile ministry, please contact Cyndi Nichols 631-896-9542 or email 
cyndi.nichols@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:cyndi.nichols@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS WREATHS: 50 decorated Christmas wreaths will be available for 
purchasing on Sunday, November 29th and Monday, November 30th after 
worship. The cost is $25.00 per wreath.If you will not be attending worship and 
would like to purchase a wreath, please call the church office at 631-269-6454 to 
place your order and schedule pick up. 
 
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY continues each Wednesday at 10:30 
am. The Zoom link can be found on our website at 
www.abidingpresencechurch.org.     
 
JOIS US FOR TAIZЀ worship and prayer service on Friday, December 4th at 
7:30pm via our YouTube channel. 
 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY is on the first and third Saturday’s of the month. Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Saturday, December 5th, at 8:30am.  The Zoom link 
can be found on our website at www.abidingpresencechurch.org. 
 
PASTA AND THE WORD:  Come and be a part of this vital ministry as we join 
with our sister congregation to feed community members in Wyandanch on the 
4th Saturday’s of every month.  The next opportunity to serve is Saturday, 
December 26th.  If you are interested in participating please email or call Lisa 
McCaffrey at lmccaffrey@hotmail.com or call 631-670-7555.  Monetary 
donations are also gratefully accepted to purchase food and supplies. 
 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS:  If you have a policy or investment with 
Thrivent, you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars to use.  Thrivent does not 
always remind you.  If you are not familiar with this process, contact Pastor or 
your Thrivent representative.  And THANK YOU for directing your Choice 
Dollars to Abiding Presence. 
 
AMAZON SMILE: If you are an Amazon shopper, you can help support Abiding 
Presence at no expense to yourself!  Amazon Smile is a service division of 
Amazon that gives a percentage of the price of the item purchased to a charity 
that is registered with them.  

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:lmccaffrey@hotmail.com
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It uses all your Amazon account information (log in, password, etc.) and if you 
use Amazon Prime this applies as well.  Simply go to smile.amazon.com.  You 
will be asked to log in and then asked what charity you would like to support.  
Type in Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, Fort Salonga, New York.  If names 
of registered churches pop up, be sure to select our congregation, as there are 
other Abiding Presence Churches.  Once you make the selection you are set to 
go ahead and shop. It is as quick and easy as that!  AmazonSmile will send a 
percentage of the purchase price to support the ministry of Abiding Presence at 
no extra expense to you. 
 
DO YOU HAVE A CHILD IN COLLEGE? Our Card Ministry Team will be 
mailing occasional packages to our college kids with words of encouragement 
and a few treats.  If you would like a package sent, please call the church office 
at 631-269-6454 with the name and address of the recipient. 
 
OUR GREETING CARD MINISTRY TEAM is sending cards to those in need of 
encouragement, healing, support, or just to let someone know they are thought 
of. If you know of anyone you would like to have a card mailed to, please submit 
your request to Debra Nicholas at 631-269-6454 ext. 11 or 
nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com at the church office with their name and address. 
 
USHERS NEEDED!  Since we have resumed in person worship on Monday at 
7:30 pm and Sunday at 8:00 am, and as we look forward to beginning in person 
worship on Sunday at 10:00 am, we are in desperate need of ushers.  In these 
days of pandemic, ushers do not simply hand out the bulletin and receive the 
collection. They use a thermal scan thermometer when people arrive to check 
temperatures, check them in on a guest list, hand out the bulletin and 
communion elements, and show them where to sit in the sanctuary.  This 
requires several ushers at least two per service to be able to accomplish this.  If 
you would be willing and able to assist, please contact the church office at 631-
269-6454, or Jane Stark at janestark7@optonline.net.  Thank you! 
 

mailto:nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com
mailto:janestark7@optonline.net


 Page 18 
 

VIDEO PRODUCTION TEAM NEEDED!  Within the next month new sound 
equipment and video cameras will be installed in our sanctuary to improve our 
live streaming capability, both visually and audibly.  If you have an ability or an 
interest in video production we would love to have you on the team that will help 
provide quality live streaming of all worship services.  Please contact Pr. 
Schoepflin at 631-269-6454.  Thank you! 
 
ADOPT-A-FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE GIVING: Once again, we at Abiding 
Presence can celebrate Advent, the coming of our Lord Jesus with the joyful 
experience of sharing with those in need.  In our immediate area there are 
families who without our help would face the despair of having to tell their 
children that there will be no gifts on Christmas morning because there is not 
enough money to pay for food, heat, and utilities. We will again turn this sad 
situation into one of joy as we follow Jesus' example of caring for other's needs.  
This year due to the pandemic, Adopt-A-Family Christmas Tree Giving will be 
done online. If you wish to take part in celebrating the birth of Jesus in this 
special way please follow the link below for information on how you can give. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xZ6Kigzw2o2SCWHqOyinTmeOwns4AvZMbL
lCa180go0/edit 
UNWRAPPED GIFTS can be dropped off at church on or before DECEMBER 
13th, during churh office hours (please call ahead 631-269-6454), on Monday 
night, or dropped off at Cyndi Nichols' home, 274 Ocean Avenue Northport NY. 
Please label all gifts with the family number, child letter, and gift. 
Example: Family 67, Child B, sneakers size 7. If you do not see any items listed 
here, it means that all of the gifts have been purchased. Gift cards are always 
welcome! Kindly mail cyndi.nichols@gmail.com or call 631-896-9542 with 
questions or concerns. Thank you for your generosity! 
 
DEDICATIONS OF POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS can now be placed by 
submitting your request to Debra Nicholas at nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com or 
calling the church office at 631-269-6454. The cost is $12.00 per plant and you 
will be sent an invoice for your purchase. Please submit your request before 
December 14 to ensure that your dedication will appear in the Christmas 
bulletins.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xZ6Kigzw2o2SCWHqOyinTmeOwns4AvZMbLlCa180go0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xZ6Kigzw2o2SCWHqOyinTmeOwns4AvZMbLlCa180go0/edit
mailto:cyndi.nichols@gmail.com
mailto:nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com
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Daily Bible Readings for Year B (November 29 – December 6) 
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

 
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the 
Sunday lectionary. The readings are chosen so that the days leading up to 
Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for the Sunday readings. The 
days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the 
Sunday readings. 
 
 Sun 11/29 First Sunday of Advent   
   Isaiah 64:1-9    
   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19   
   1 Corinthians 1:3-9   
   Mark 13:24-37    
 
 Mon 11/30 Psalm 79    Andrew, Apostle 
   Micah 4:1-5   Ezekiel 3:6-21 
   Revelation 15:1-8  Psalm 19:1-6 
        Romans 10:10-18 
 Tues 12/1 Psalm 79    John 1:35-42 
   Micah 4:6-13 
   Revelation 18:1-10 
 
 Wed 12/2 Psalm 79 
   Micah 5:1-5a 
   Luke 21:34-38 
 
 Thur 12/3 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
   Hosea 6:1-6 
   1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 
 
 Fri 12/4 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
   Jeremiah 1:4-10 
   Acts 11:19-26 
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 Sat 12/5 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
   Ezekiel 36:24-28 
   Mark 11:27-33 
 
 Sun 12/6 Second Sunday of Advent 
   Isaiah 40:1-11 
   Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
   2 Peter 3:8-15a 
   Mark 1:1-8 
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               UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 2020 
 NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING   

                                         SESSIONS AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT 

     Prepared especially for LCC 
Association Congregations & Schools   

----- 

The Right Amount of Help For Our Young Adult Children? 
By Elizabeth Geiling, MSED, LMHC 

Emerging Adulthood, defined as 18-25 years of age is a critical juncture in development that 

sets the stage for the transition into adulthood and independent living (Arnett, 2000). In the 
last several decades, the societal expectations for emerging adults has changed dramatically. 
Previously, these years included developmental milestones like leaving the parental home, 

acquiring a full time job, getting married, becoming a parent and assuming independent 
living.   

  
Currently, the young adult is encouraged to embrace all the possibilities of what life might 
become and take their time figuring it all out! This shift has resulted in a prolonged 

dependence on their family of origin. This delay has been accompanied by a more intense, 
highly involved style of parenting that exists longer than any other generation to date 
(Furstenberg, 2015).  
 
A common source of tension in most families is the continued financial dependence, whether it 
is college tuition, car insurance or the cell phone bill! It is estimated, that parents have shifted 

their greatest spending on their children during emerging adulthood (Kornich & Furstenberg, 
2020). Ultimately, the final measure of parenting is launching your child into independent 

living, but this prolonged support impacts parental retirement. Keep in mind, there is no 
scholarship for retirement.  For most parents today, due to many factors (economic, 
pandemic, career preparation), launching their young adult is taking longer and is more 

expensive than expected! 
 
It leaves many parents asking the question on all levels, – “how much am I supposed to 

help my grown up child?”  Do I give them money, do I help write a college paper, do I run 
their errands etc.? It seems that figuring out a healthy balance is a critical and complex task. 

  
Some thoughts to consider while determining the “right amount of parenting”: 
 

 Parents have a role to play in the emotional development of their young 

adult and continued guidance from parents is linked to positive outcomes. 

 Parents offering assistance and willingness to discuss career options is 

helpful and linked to better young adult choices. 

 Parenting that limits young adult autonomy interferes with college 

success, and the development of solid decision making skills.  

 Overparenting can immobilize the young adult by creating dependence 

and an unwillingness to take initiative.  

 A never ending level of financial support can impede the development of 

the self- control needed to attain and budget money successfully.  

Most importantly, keep the dialogue open and recognize their developmental need for 
autonomy as you assume the most helpful role.  
 

Betty Geiling counsels children, teens, adults, couples and families.  To set an appointment with her or with any of 
our counselors or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. For safety, all sessions are currently provided 
using a secure, HIPAA compliant virtual video and/or audio platform. 
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Sunday Schedule  8:00am         The Holy Eucharist 
(This service is by Evite invitation only and is limited to 45 guests.) 
 
Sunday Schedule  10:00am via YouTube     The Holy Eucharist  
(Holy Communion will be distributed in front of the church from 11:00 am 
to 12 noon on the first and third Sundays of each month.) 
 
Monday Schedule  7:30pm                    The Holy Eucharist 
(This service is by Evite invitation only and is limited to 45 guests.) 
 
Sunday School/Nursery 9:00am via YouTube         Grades N3 – 5 

   
 
 

     Church Offices: 269-6454    School Office: 269-4898 
www.abidingpresencechurch.org 

   email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
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THE PARISH COUNCIL: 

 

Chris Pitfick, Vice-President; 631-261-3915 

Nicole Redden, Fellowship; 631-266-2793 

Colleen Mackenzie-Doino, Finance; 631-623-6136 

 Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Treasurer; 631-478-2740 

Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer; 631-544-5132  

Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer; 631-257-5877  

Cindy Ansink, Secretary; 631-754-5989 

Brian Forberg, Youth; 631-425-0795 

 Steven Hannwacker, Property; 631-686-5014  

Cyndi Nichols, Social Ministries; 631-896-9542 

 Sandra Richards, Music and Worship; 631-269-3987 

 Greg Johnson, Christian Education; 631- 543-2790 

Jeff Smith, Evangelism; 631-265-1536  

Paul Farber, Stewardship; 631-757-7392 

 
 
 

 

 


