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Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s
gospel. This week we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the
Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh,
given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with
Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself
stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning
of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed
in baptism with the sign of the cross.
PRELUDE
Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone.
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
HYMN

“Lift High the Cross”
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring
forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives.
Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take
up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
Gospel: Mark 8:27-38
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human
being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot
accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a
strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.
The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to You, O Lord
27Jesus

went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered
him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone
about him. 31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
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34He

called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they
give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pr. Schoepflin

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
SHARING OF PEACE
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray: Jesus, bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.
THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper.
C: O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the
word and we shall be healed.
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AGNUS DEI

THE DISTRIBUTION
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray: Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Page 8

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor,
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
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SENDING
A: Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve
C: All are welcome!
A: Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Page 10

IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Rakel Anderson, Annette, Margaret Belt,
Marie Benson, Betsey Berry, Richard Bohne, Joseph Bruce, Matthew Bruce, Eleanor Capozzola,
Annabelle Carini, Fran Casola, Elsie Marie Clark, Connor, Ursula Costanzo, Mitch Crowley, Dan,
Danny F., Avery Doino, Betty Domchick, Kevin Donohue, The Foley Family, Barbara Forberg, Melinda
Geis, George Garone, Ed and June Heidelberger, Judy Hinsch, Rose Johnson, The Johnson Family,
Ginny Kacin, Evelyn Kaestner, Neil LaFerlita, Maria LaFerlita, Doris Lindros, Kathy McCaffrey, Thomas
McCormack, Ethel Lee-Miller, Terry Moore, Ralph Mormile, Bobby Nallan, Christopher Nallan, Kim
Nallan, Andreas Nabholz, Christopher Nedwick, Shaun Nedwick, Alice Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Karin
Pinkus, Conrad Pohlmann, Jessica Pucci, Reese, Phyllis Renaldo, Bill Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Kathy
Smith, Lisa Smith, Lenore Strich, Michael Wagner, Caroline Wattecamps, William E. Wegener, Peter
Weichner, Rose Williams, Bill Witte, John Wood.
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Joseph Begley, Liam Begley, Courtney Burke, Carlo
Calvo, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, Jonathan Dixon, Jason Ericksen, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank,
Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Dr. Daniel Howard, Claire James, Tyler Kuchenbrod, Justin
MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay Rosenwald, Jake Sass, James Schwen,
Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler.

Our prayers and sympathies are with the daughters, husband, parents, sisters, stepchildren
and other family and friends of Jennifer Paternostro
who died on September 3.
Rest eternal grant her O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her.
MEMORIAL GIFTS were received this week from the following donors:
Members of The Abiding Presence Music Ministry for The Jennifer Paternostro Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
THE BREAD AND WINE are offered in memory of June Wagner on her third anniversary in
heaven. Love, Corlyn
THE CANDLES OF GRACE are lighted in loving remembrance of Jennifer Paternostro from her
Abiding Presence Church Family.
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week in memory of Desmond O’Brien love, your children
and grandchildren.
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ABIDING PRESENCE LUTHERAN CHURCH PARISH NEWS
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY continues at 10:30 am via Zoom.
NEW SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE. Beginning September 19th there will
be one Sunday liturgy at 9:00 am. In person Sunday School will be held
concurrently. The liturgy will also be live streamed, and Holy Communion will
distributed outside from 10 to 10:30 am for those who worship virtually. We will
continue to have a Monday night liturgy at 7:30 pm.
RALLY DAY is scheduled for Sunday, September 19 th at 9:00am. Informational
letters and registration forms were sent to families with children in grades N4 –
Grade 5. Completed registration forms are due before September 12 th and can
be mailed, placed in the offering plate on Sunday or in the basket on the
narthex table. Additional letters and registration forms are on the narthex table.
BLESSING OF BACKPACKS will also take place on Sunday, September 19 th
during worship. Children are encouraged to bring their backpacks for a special
Back to School Blessing from Pastor Schoepflin.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS are needed for classes beginning on Sunday,
September 19th. If you are interested in teaching, please contact Greg Johnson
by phone 631-258-3122 or email mstrcndctr717@aol.com.
OKTOBERFEST NEWS: In light of the pandemic situation in our community
with the Delta variant, the Oktoberfest committee has come to the sad and
difficult conclusion that it is not possible to hold an Oktoberfest in the manner we
have in the past. Plans are underway for an alternative fellowship event and will
be announced when they are finalized.
WE ARE STILL ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR OUR RAFFLE BASKETS that
will be on display at the alternative event. You may donate new/gently used
items to be used in assembling baskets or, if you choose, you may make a
basket for our raffle.

Page 12

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE KNOWLEDGE NEEDED! In an effort to review
the cost and adequacy of our congregation’s insurance policies the council is
looking for persons with knowledge of commercial property and liability
insurance (experience with church coverage a plus!) to serve on a review
committee. If YOU or SOMEONE YOU KNOW has this background, please let
Pr. Schoepflin know at abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY is on the first and third Saturday’s of the month and will
resume on September 18th.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is held every other Thursday evening from 8:00 pm
via Zoom. Our next meeting is September 23rd. If you would like to join our
group, please contact Jean Oblak at jmoblak8@gmail.com. The Zoom link can
be found on our website at www.abidingpresencechurch.org.
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry is always in need of non perishable food
items and one dish meals such as canned pasta, macaroni and cheese, soups
and stews. Please consider bringing your donations to church when you attend
or any time that the church office is open Monday – Friday from 9 am – 3 pm.
We are also looking for people to deliver the food to the pantry once or twice a
month. Please contact Cyndi Nichols at cyndi.nichols@gmail.com or 631-8969542. WE ARE COLLECTING SCHOOL SUPPLIES for the children of families
served by our local food pantry. Please consider donating school supplies for
our families in need. With proper resources at their disposal, students find the
confidence to return to school day in and day out. A supply list can be found on
the pages to follow. Please consider bringing your donations to church when
you attend or any time that the church office is open Monday – Friday from 9 am
– 3 pm. Donations can also be purchased online and sent directly to Abiding
Presence.
PASTA AND THE WORD: Come and be a part of this vital ministry as we join
with our sister congregation to feed community members at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Wyandanch on the 4th Saturday’s of every month. The next
opportunity to serve is Saturday, September 25th.
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If you are interested in participating please email or call Lisa McCaffrey at
lmccaffrey@hotmail.com or call 631-670-7555. We are also collecting socks
for distribution at Pasta and the Word. Socks can be dropped off on Sunday
or Monday after worship or brought to church during office hours from 9 am – 3
pm. Monetary donations are also gratefully accepted to purchase food and
supplies.
OUR GREETING CARD MINISTRY TEAM sends cards to those in need of
encouragement, healing, support, or just to let someone know they are thought
of. If you know someone that would like to receive a greeting, please call or
email Debra Nicholas at 631-269-6454 or nicholas.debbie@yahoo.com at the
church office with their name and address. Greeting cards will also be sent to
our college bound students for support and comfort while they are away from
home. If you have a college student or know of a student who would like to
receive a greeting, please call or email their name and address to Debra.
GOOD SHEPHERD HALL AIR CONDITIONING FUND: Through a generous
memorial gift from one of our families, we have established a fund to install air
conditioning in Good Shepherd Hall. Having air conditioning in our fellowship
hall (the only area of the church not currently with air conditioning) will make its
use during the summer months more pleasant for us, and will enable outside
groups to rent it for events during those hot months. A generous donor has
made a pledge to match up to $5,000 of additional gifts made to the fund. Gifts
to the fund may be made in memory or honor of loved ones, or just to the glory
of God.
APLC SCHOLARSHIP FUND: A scholarship fund has been established at
Abiding Presence. Gifts to the fund may be made in memory or in honor of your
loved ones, or just in thanksgiving to God. The standards and amounts of
scholarships have yet to be established, but applications will be open to
students from Abiding Presence, Trinity, Wyandanch and St. Andrew, Ellsworth
Maine.
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AMAZON SMILE: If you are an Amazon shopper, you can help support Abiding
Presence at no expense to yourself! Amazon Smile is a service division of
Amazon that gives a percentage of the price of the item purchased to a charity
that is registered with them. It uses all your Amazon account information (log
in, password, etc.) and if you use Amazon Prime this applies as well. Simply go
to smile.amazon.com. You will be asked to log in and then asked what charity
you would like to support. Type in Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, Fort
Salonga, New York. If names of registered churches pop up, be sure to select
our congregation, as there are other Abiding Presence Churches. Once you
make the selection you are set to go ahead and shop. It is as quick and easy as
that! AmazonSmile will send a percentage of the purchase price to support the
ministry of Abiding Presence at no extra expense to you.
HOSPITAL BED AVAILABLE: If you or someone you know is interested in a gently used
hospital bed, please contact Doris Meyer at 631-757-4392. SHOWER CHAIR: If you or
anyone you know has need of a shower chair for a walk-in shower, please call the church
office at 631-269-6454.
ABIDING PRESENCE PRESCHOOL is currently seeking a lead teacher for our Nursery 3
year old class Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:30 am – 1:30 pm and a teacher’s
assistant for our School Age After Care program Monday – Friday from 3:00 pm – 6:00
pm. If you are interested, please contact Julia McLaughlin; Preschool Director at 631-2694898.
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We are currently collecting school supplies to prepare for the HUGE need in
September. Please donate any of the items listed below. School supplies can
also be ordered online and shipped directly to Abiding Presence Church.
Monetary donations are also acceptable and much appreciated!
Items needed:
Backpacks
Loose leaf Binders
Loose leaf Paper
Marble Notebooks
Pens
Pencils
Markers
Erasers
Pencil Sharpeners
Glue Sticks
Folders
3 Subject Notebooks
5 Subject Notebooks
Colored Pencils
Thank you for your continued support!
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If you would like to make a donation, we are establishing a…
Jennifer Paternostro Scholarship Award
…for King Park High School. We will be awarding this scholarship each year at the Senior
Awards Ceremony for a student entering college majoring in the helping professions.
If you would like to make a donation, please make a check or money order out to:
Abiding Presence Lutheran Church.
Please mail your donation to:
Abiding Presence Lutheran Church
Jennifer Paternostro Scholarship Fund
4 Trescott Path
Fort Salonga, New York 11768
Online donations can also be made at
www.abidingpresencechurch.org
Please include “Jennifer Paternostro Scholarship Fund”
in the memo line.

Page 18

Daily Bible Readings for Year B (Sept 12 – Sept 19)
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the
Sunday readings.
Sun 9/12

Lectionary 24
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 116:1-9
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

Mon 9/13

Psalm 119:169-176
1 Kings 13:1-10
Romans 3:9-20

Tues 9/14

Psalm 119:169-176
1 Kings 13:11-25
Colossians 3:1-11

Wed 9/15

Psalm 119:169-176
Isaiah 10:12-20
John 7:25-36

Thurs 9/16

Psalm 54
Judges 6:1-10
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Fri 9/17

Psalm 54
1 Kings 22:24-40
Romans 11:25-32

Sat 9/18

Psalm 54
2 Kings 17:5-18
Matthew 23:29-39

Sun 9/19

Lectionary 25
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54
James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

Holy Cross Day
Numbers 21:4b-9
Psalm 98:1-4
1 Corinthians 1:18-24
John 3:13-17
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THE PARISH COUNCIL:
Chris Pitfick, Vice-President; 631-261-3915
Brian Ansink, Fellowship; 631-754-5989
Colleen Mackenzie-Doino, Finance; 631-623-6136
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener; Treasurer; 631-478-2740
Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer; 631-544-5132
Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer; 631-257-5877
Arthur Wakefield, Assistant Treasurer; 631-261-2805
Nicole Redden, Secretary; 631-266-2793
Garrett VanderBrink, Youth; 516-306-0417
Steven Hannwacker, Property; 631-686-5014
Cyndi Nichols, Social Ministries; 631-896-9542
Sandra Richards, Music and Worship; 631-269-3987
Greg Johnson, Christian Education; 631- 543-2790
Doris Meyer, Evangelism; 631-757-4392
_______________, Stewardship
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sunday Schedule
Sunday School/Nursery

9:00 am In person
9:00 am In person

The Holy Eucharist
Grades N3 - 5

(Holy Communion will also be distributed in front of the church from 10:00 am to
10:30 am for those who do not wish to attend in person worship at this time.)
Monday Schedule

7:30pm In person

The Holy Eucharist

Church Offices: 631-269-6454 School Office: 631-269-4898
www.abidingpresencechurch.org
email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
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