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Welcome to Worship! 
The Third Sunday of Lent 

March 8, 2026 
9:30am 

                      Abiding Presence Church and Preschool 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our 
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the 
waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two 
Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation 
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes 
among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. 
 
PRELUDE                           “Herzliebster Jesu”                         Helmut Walcha 
                 
 
GATHERING – The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 777  “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 



 Page 5 
 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray together: 
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well 
that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen 
 
 
WORD – God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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Please sit 
 
First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, 
Moses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the 
rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is 
the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 
 
A Reading from Exodus 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 
by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, 
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the 
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to 
the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did 
so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among 
us or not?” 
   
Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 95 
(Cantor sings verses. All sing response.)  
Response 
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1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
 2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
 3 For you, Lord, are a great God, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
 4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours. 
 5 The sea is yours, for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded the dry land. 
 6 Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the Lord our maker. R 
 7 For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the 
sheep of God’s hand. 
  Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 
 8 “Harden not your hearts, 
  as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 
 9 There your ancestors tested me, 
  they put me to the test, though they had seen my works. 
 10 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, 
  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’ 
 11 Indeed I swore in my anger, 
  ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ” R 
 
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11 
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul 
tells us that through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we 
who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope 
for our final salvation. 
 
A Reading from Romans 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
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stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, 
but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love 
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely, 
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved 
through him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been 
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more than that, we even boast in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 
 
Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life.  Congregation/. Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL 769 (st. 1) 
                      “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

 
If you but trust in God to guide you 

with gentle hand through all your ways, 
you'll find that God is there beside you 

when crosses come, in trying days. 
Trust then in God's unchanging love; 
build on the rock that will not move. 

 
Gospel: John 4:5-42 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her 
testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith. 
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The Holy Gospel according to John 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 

5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out 
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
  7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do 
you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave 
us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of 
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 
  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have 
now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, 
“Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 
but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the 
hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman 
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 
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comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 
who is speaking to you.” 
  27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking 
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking 
with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She 
said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their 
way to him. 
  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he 
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples 
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus 
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell 
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
  39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two 
days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the 
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOSPEL RECESSIONAL 769 (st. 4) 
                       “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 
 

Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 
offer your service faithfully. 

Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 
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you'll find this promise true to be. 
This is our confidence indeed: 
God never fails in time of need. 

 
Please sit 
 
REFLECTION    
  
Please stand as you are able 
 
HYMN                            “Come to the River” 
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BAPTISM OF ROWAN JAMES MACKILLOP 
 
Presentation 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from 
sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ.  

We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

Who presents this child for baptism? 
 
Jennifer and John:  We present Rowan James Mackillop for baptism. 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
have Rowan baptized into Christ? 
 
Amanda and Cory: We do. 
 
As you bring Rowan to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that he may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Rowan grow in the Christian faith and life? 
 
Amanda and Cory:  We do. 
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Jennifer and John, as Godparents, do you promise to nurture Rowan in the 
Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the 
covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
 
Jennifer and John: We do. 
 

Profession of Faith 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 
All respond: 
 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the + life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, 
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin 
and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that Rowan, washed in 
the waters of baptism, may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
 
Rowan James Mackillop, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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CHRISTENING 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise 
them to eternal life. 
 
Sustain Rowan with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Rowan James Mackillop, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 
A lighted candle is given to the Godparents. 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me 
will have the light of life. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
Rowan, we welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 
share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “Your mercy is great.”) 
 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs, responding “your mercy is great.” 
 
A brief silence. 
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O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons, 
bishops, and all servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character 
and the hope that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing 
with drought, and bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and 
peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, 
moral conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who 
need nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to 
any in need, especially those on our prayer list, and those we name before you, 
aloud or in our hearts pause for names. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the 
joyful noise we make and bless the work of our church musicians. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We 
remember all who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the 
hope of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
 
Please sit 
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ANTHEM                          “Ah! Holy Jesus”                    Setting by Jason Krug 
                             Choir of the Abiding Presence 
 
 
OFFERING                NO OFFERING ENVELOPE? 
                          SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE 

 

                                                                                             

Please stand as you are able 
 
OFFERING HYMN 339 (st.1)     
                                   “Christ the Life of All the Living” 
 

Christ, the life of all the living, 
Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ, yourself for me once giving 

to the darkest depths of woe: 
through your suff'ring, death, and merit 

life eternal I inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 

dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 



 Page 19 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT TABLE 
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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With Blessed Mary, the Mother of Our Lord, Peter the Apostle,  
Mary Magdalene, the first to see the Risen Lord, and 
your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper. 
O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word and we shall be healed. 
 
ANGUS DEI 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sit 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION 

All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and 
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the 
Sacrament.  The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at 
the main aisle. The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then 
proceeds to a gold chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the 
common cup, or if so desired, the communicant may receive only the bread. 
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Please let your Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free 
wafer. Please follow the guidance of the ushers. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 480    “Bread of Life from Heaven” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

BLESSING 
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POST COMMUNION HYMN 811  “On My Heart, Imprint Your Image” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray: God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING – God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
 

  Let us bless the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor, 
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 618    “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 
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DISMISSAL 

Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve. 
All are welcome! 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                      “Herzliebster Jesu”                                     J.S. Bach 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431. 
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536. 
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IN  OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette, 
Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Karin Bergesen, Betsey Berry, 
Anthony Bonello, Betty Bose, Brenda,  Bobby Burns,  Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran 
Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, The Colozzi Family, Nancy Couture, 
Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen, Felix, 
Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez, Gregory, 
Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine 
Hoffman, Herbert Holzmann, Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, 
Brian Kennedy, Judy Korsh, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas 
Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Loretta Lusteg, Laurie Mandel, Mark,  Mason, Thomas Medlin, Mel, 
Melissa, Stancy Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Katy Monte, Terry Moore, Jennifer 
Morrell,  Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Jane 
O’Brien, Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, 
Keith Philcox, Jessica Pucci, Ron Pucci, Joseph, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn 
R., Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Susan 
Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, Stephen, Suzanne 
Stoklosa, Annette Swanson, Gavin Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael 
Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann. 
 
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, 
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, 
Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay 
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.    
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Ralph Gallo by Tom Gallo and Sandra 
Richards. 
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (March 8 – March 15) 
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The 
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for 
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the 
Sunday readings. 
 
 Sun 3/8 Third Sunday in Lent 
   Exodus 17:1-7 
   Psalm 95 
   Romans 5:1-11 
   John 4:5-42 
 
 Mon 3/9 Psalm 81 
   Genesis 24:1-27 
   2 John 1-13 
 
 Tues 3/10 Psalm 81 
   Genesis 29:1-14 
   1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
 
 Wed 3/11 Psalm 81 
   Jeremiah 2:4-13 
   John 7:14-31, 37-39 
 
 Thurs 3/12 Psalm 23 
   1 Samuel 15:10-21 
   Ephesians 4:25-32 
 
 Fri 3/13 Psalm 23 
   1 Samuel 15:22-31 
   Ephesians 5:1-9 
 
 Sat 3/14 Psalm 23     
   1 Samuel 15:32-34    
   John 1:1-9     
         
 Sun 3/15 Fourth Sunday in Lent    
   1 Samuel 16:1-13     
   Psalm 23     
   Ephesians 5:8-14     
   John 9:1-41     
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Monday, March 9, 2026 
7:30 pm 

 
 
PRELUDE               
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN 777  “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”  
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray together:  
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well 
that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gospel: John 4:5-42 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her 
testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 

5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out 
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
  7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do 
you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave 
us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of 
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the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 
  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have 
now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, 
“Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 
but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the 
hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman 
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 
who is speaking to you.” 
  27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking 
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking 
with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She 
said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their 
way to him. 
  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he 
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples 
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus 
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell 
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
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sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
  39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two 
days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the 
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please sit 
 
REFLECTION                                                                               
 
Please stand as you are able                                       
                                   
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “Your mercy is great.”) 
 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs, responding “your mercy is great.” 
 
A brief silence. 
 
O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons, 
bishops, and all servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character 
and the hope that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing 
with drought, and bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and 
peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, 
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moral conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who 
need nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to 
any in need, especially those on our prayer list, and those we name before you, 
aloud or in our hearts pause for names. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the 
joyful noise we make and bless the work of our church musicians. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We 
remember all who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the 
hope of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
 
 
OFFERING                   NO OFFERING ENVELOPE? 
                            SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE 

                                                                 

 
OFFERING HYMN 339 (st.1)     
                                   “Christ the Life of All the Living” 

 
Christ, the life of all the living, 

Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ, yourself for me once giving 

to the darkest depths of woe: 
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through your suff'ring, death, and merit 
life eternal I inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 
dearest Jesus, unto you. 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,      
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
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and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.        
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper. 
O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word and we shall be healed. 
 
AGNUS DEI  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  When you come forward, please let your 
Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray: God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
  Let us bless the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor, 
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN 618    “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 
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SENDING 
A:  Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve  
C:  All are welcome!   
A:  Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431. 
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536. 
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IN  OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette, 
Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Karin Bergesen, Betsey Berry, 
Anthony Bonello, Betty Bose, Brenda,  Bobby Burns,  Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran 
Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, The Colozzi Family, Nancy Couture, 
Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen, Felix, 
Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez, Gregory, 
Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine 
Hoffman, Herbert Holzmann, Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, 
Brian Kennedy, Judy Korsh, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas 
Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Loretta Lusteg, Laurie Mandel, Mark,  Mason, Thomas Medlin, Mel, 
Melissa, Stancy Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Katy Monte, Terry Moore, Jennifer 
Morrell,  Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Jane 
O’Brien, Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, 
Keith Philcox, Jessica Pucci, Ron Pucci, Joseph, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn 
R., Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Susan 
Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, Stephen, Suzanne 
Stoklosa, Annette Swanson, Gavin Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael 
Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann. 
 
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, 
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, 
Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay 
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Ralph Gallo by Tom Gallo and Sandra 
Richards. 
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (March 8 – March 15) 
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The 
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for 
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the 
Sunday readings. 
 
 Sun 3/8 Third Sunday in Lent 
   Exodus 17:1-7 
   Psalm 95 
   Romans 5:1-11 
   John 4:5-42 
 
 Mon 3/9 Psalm 81 
   Genesis 24:1-27 
   2 John 1-13 
 
 Tues 3/10 Psalm 81 
   Genesis 29:1-14 
   1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
 
 Wed 3/11 Psalm 81 
   Jeremiah 2:4-13 
   John 7:14-31, 37-39 
 
 Thurs 3/12 Psalm 23 
   1 Samuel 15:10-21 
   Ephesians 4:25-32 
 
 Fri 3/13 Psalm 23 
   1 Samuel 15:22-31 
   Ephesians 5:1-9 
 
 Sat 3/14 Psalm 23     
   1 Samuel 15:32-34    
   John 1:1-9     
         
 Sun 3/15 Fourth Sunday in Lent    
   1 Samuel 16:1-13     
   Psalm 23     
   Ephesians 5:8-14     
   John 9:1-41     
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THE PARISH COUNCIL 
If you would like contact information for the council members listed below, 

please call the church office at 631-269-6454. 
 

Joanne Pitfick, President 

Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President 

Brian Ansink, Fellowship 

Karen Garone, Finance 

Joie Burkhardt, Treasurer 

Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer 

Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer 

Arthur Wakefield, Assistant Treasurer 

Barbara Kaifler, Secretary 

Marina Bedrossian, Youth 

Chris Fick, Property 

Karen Wallin, Social Ministries 

Betty Bose, Music and Worship 

Aubrey Minton, Christian Education 

Paul Farber, Stewardship 
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Outreach and Marketing (Evangelism) 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
Sunday Schedule            9:30am In person                     The Holy Eucharist                                                
     and Live stream via YouTube                        
Sunday school N3 – Grade 5        9:30am In person  
Monday Schedule                  7:30pm In person                      The Holy Eucharist   

 
OUR MISSION  

The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and community, 
is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the family of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           CHURCH WEBSITE                                               PRESCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

Church: www.abidingpresencechurch.org email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com 
Preschool: www.abidingpresencepreschool.com email: aplcpreschool@gmail.com  

http://www.abidingpresencechurch.org/
mailto:abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
http://www.abidingpresencepreschool.com/

