EVENING PRAYER
FOR
LENT

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church
Wednesday, February 24, 2021
7:30pm

SERVICE OF LIGHT
As hymn is sung, candles in church are lighted
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Please be seated
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PSALMODY
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Silence for meditation
P: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let
your loving kindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing
your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, and may
glorify you forever and ever.
C: Amen
Please stand
HYMN 326

“Bless Now, O God, the Journey”
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LESSON (silence for meditation follows the reading)
Mark 4: 35-41
P: Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets,
C: But in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.
Please stand
GOSPEL CANTICLE
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LITANY

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all; let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the health of the creation, for the abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those
who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and for those who
are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray
to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who await
from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
Other petitions may be added
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
A time of silence follows
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P: Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the
communion of all saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole
life to you,

P: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to
go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is
leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
SHARING OF PEACE
HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
+Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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OUR FATHER
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper.
C: O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the
word and we shall be healed.
THE DISTRIBUTION
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
BENEDICTION
HYMN 565

“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night”
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DISMISSAL
L: Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith. Sent to Serve.
C: All are welcome.
L: Go in peace, Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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The themes of Evening Prayer are light, repentance and recollection, quiet
waiting for the Lord, meditation on the Scriptures, praise and
thanksgiving, and intercessory prayer.
From the beginning of the human race, people kindled lights as
darkness approached. It was never merely a utilitarian act, for the ancient
symbols of darkness, light, and fire called forth a host of associations and
suggestions. Jewish practice continued the blessing of the evening light,
especially as the Sabbath begins. As the Christian liturgy began to
develop, the utilitarian and symbolic act of lighting lamps was continued,
being taken from the family dinner table to the church building.
The heart of our Gospel is the death and resurrection of Christ, which
is celebrated every Sunday. The service of light, which begins Evening
Prayer is a portrayal of creation, when in the darkness “God said, ‘Let
there be light,’” and of the new creation, when from the darkness of death
God called forth his Son. The darkness of chaos, fear and defeat, while
strong and threatening, is driven back by the coming of the light. The
lighting of the lamps is a re-enactment of creation and of the resurrection.
We rejoice that the Light of Christ has come into our world and into
our lives. And we wait and watch for the light to shine in all its fullness
when our Lord returns in glory.
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