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Welcome to Worship!
Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, 9:30am, December 14, 2025
Abiding Presence Church and Preschool

INTRODUCTION

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the
desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and
transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the
Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy
supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice
and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of
Christ’s advent among us.

PRELUDE “Nun komm der Heiden Heiland” J.S.Bach BWV 599

GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the = Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
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Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYM 263  “Savior of the Nations, Come”
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come; vir-gin’s son, make here your home.
2 Not by hu-man flesh and blood, but the mys - tic Breath of God,
3 Won-drous birth—oh, won-drous child— from his throne, a  vir - gin mild!
4  From God’s heart the Sav - ior speeds, back to God his path-way leads;
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Mar-vel now, O heav’n and earth: God has cho-sen such a birth.
was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of wom - an, blos - som fresh.
Ver - y God, and Mar-y’s son, ea- ger now his race to run!
out to van-quish death’s com - mand, back to reign at God’s right hand.

5 Now your manger, shining bright, 6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
hallows night with newborn light. virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
Night cannot this light subdue; To the holy Trinity
let our faith shine ever new. praise we sing eternally!

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version
Music: NUN koMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

BLESSING OF ADVENT WREATH

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,

strengthen our hearts

as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.

Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may serve our neighbors in need.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
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HYMN “Light one candle to watch for Messiah”

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:

let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.

Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
Let the light banish darkness.

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
Gently lead them homeward.

Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
Let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you alll.
And also with you.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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men, a men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together:

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith
in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Please be seated

WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous

procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which

health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is
coming to save.

A Reading from Isaiah

" The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.
3 Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened,;
6then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
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For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8 A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God's people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
9No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 146:5-10 (Cantor sings verses. All sing response.)
Response
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The Lorp lifts up those who are bowed down.

Psalm 146:8
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger.
The Lord sets the captive free.
8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed
down;
the Lord loves the righteous. R
9 The Lord cares for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the
wicked.
0The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! R

Second Reading: James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate
patience rather than discontent.

A Reading from James

" Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it
receives the early and the late rains. & You also must be patient. Strengthen your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. ° Brothers and sisters, do not grumble
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing
at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(Cantor sings proper verse. All sing alleluia before and after verse.)
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Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth
(Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who
will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God'’s reign is indeed being fulfilled
already through healing and restoration.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to You, O Lord

2\When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait
for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: S the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. ¢ And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. ¢ What, then, did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the
one about whom it is written, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.”"" “Truly | tell you, among those born

of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
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Please sit

REFLECTION

HYMN 715 “Christ Be Our Light”

Pr. Schoepflin
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
_,Q_# - | -
© =
J
truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man -y de - spair Your word - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
p-t i
&
J
your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.

to one an - oth - er, signs of

your king - dom

come.
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Christ, be  our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath -ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bemadettz Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213,

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the * life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “hear our prayer.”)

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation, responding
“hear our prayer.”

A brief silence.

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and
liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation,
that all may place their hope in you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is
barren, sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower,
and creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
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When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn
their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of
compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray
especially for Sally, Jane, Brooke, Dylan, Stephen, Betty, Laurie, Jennifer,
Doris, Bill, Jim, Anthony, Karen, Joan, Matt, Grace, Richard, Lucille, Bobby,
Mariette, Ella, Jessica, [ ], those on our prayer list, and those we name
before you, aloud or in our hearts pause for names. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died
in faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE

Please sit

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

ANTHEM “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Arranged by Nicholas Palmer
Resounding Praise Bell Choir

OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE?
YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE HERE

Please stand as you are able
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OFFERING HYMN 465 “As the Grains of Wheat”

0ub Refrain
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in  our midst,
2 Letthis be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
Refrain
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may we share the pres - ence of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Hangen

Text and music € 1990 G1A Publications, Inc., 7404 8, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic,com. §00.442.3358.
All rights teserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,

that we may rejoice and be for the world

signs of your kingdom come. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
=
C S A A R [ =
= S A G
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo -ry. Ho-
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is 1s - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
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LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

Thanks be to God.
AGNUS DEI
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Please sit

THE DISTRIBUTION
All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and

Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the

Sacrament. The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at

the main aisle.

The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then proceeds to a gold
chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the common cup, or if so
desired, the communicant may receive only the bread.
Please let your Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free

wafer. Please follow the guidance of the ushers.

COMMUNION HYMN 264 “Prepare the Royal Highway”
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised
4 His is  no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a -
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap -
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing -
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; t. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand as you are able

BLESSING

POST COMMUNION HYMN “Now, Lord, Let Your Servant Go in Peace”
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Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant g0 in peace: your word has been ful -
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor,
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN 248 “People, Look East”

0 4 . \
) Y f N :
Gt —— -t i
e — —
1 Peo - ple, look east. The time 18 near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth 18  bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
-4 == e
. F i Y
) |
of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo- ple, look
that n course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the  way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. Page 22



DISMISSAL

Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve.
All are welcome!

Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Besancon” Setting by Wayne L. Wold

Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431.
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette, Jean B., J.
Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Karin Bergesen, Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello, Betty
Bose, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello,
Christel Clausen, The Colozzi Family, Nancy Couture, Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary
Donnelly, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen, Wendy Erlandson, Paul Farber, Felix, Ralph Gallo, Melinda Geis, Ella
Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez, Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June
Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine Hoffman, Manda and Herbert Holzmann,
Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Brian Kennedy, Judy Korsh, Erik Krisch,
Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Douglas Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Loretta Lusteg, Laurie Mandel, Mason,
Jackie Matura, Mel, Stancy Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Katy Monte, Terry Moore, Jennifer
Morrell, Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Jane O’Brien,
Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Jessica Pucci,
Ron Pucci, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn R., Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte
Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp,
Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, Stephen, Suzanne Stoklosa, Stan Stone, Annette Swanson, Gavin Tarsio,
Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julia and Dan Tiberie, Douglas A. Tyers, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill
Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, Jonathan
Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Claire James, Justin
MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce
Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.

Our prayers and sympathies are with Karen Schroeter and her family
on the death of her father Roy Starke.
Rest eternal grant him O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week signifying the Presence of God among His people.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (December 14 - December 21)
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the
Sunday readings.

Sun 12/14  Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Mon 12/15 Psalm 42
|saiah 29:17-24
Acts 5:12-16

Tues 12/16  Psalm 42
Ezekiel 47:1-12
Jude 17-25

Wed 12/17 Psalm 42
Zechariah 8:1-17
Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34

Thurs 12/18 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Galatians 3:23-29

Fri 12/19 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:18-22
Galatians 4:1-7

Sat12/20  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:23-29
John 3:31-36

Sun 12/21  Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
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Monday, December 15, 2025
7:30 pm

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYM 263  “Savior of the Nations, Come”
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come; vir-gin’s son, make here your home.
2 Not by hu-man flesh and blood, but the mys - tic Breath of God,
3  Won-drous birth—oh, won-drous child— from his throne, a  vir - gin mild!
4 From God’s heart the Sav - ior speeds, back to God his path-way leads;
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Mar-vel now, O heav’'n and earth: God has cho-sen such a birth.
was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of wom - an, blos - som fresh.
Ver - y God, and Mar-y’s son, ea- ger now his race to run!
out to van-quish death’s com - mand, back to reign at God’s right hand.

5 Now your manger, shining bright, 6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
hallows night with newborn light. virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
Night cannot this light subdue; To the holy Trinity
let our faith shine ever new. praise we sing eternally!

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version

Music: NUN koMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you alll.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith
in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth
(Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who
will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God'’s reign is indeed being fulfilled
already through healing and restoration.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to You, O Lord

2\When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait
for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: ®the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. ¢ And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. ® What, then, did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. 0 This is the
one about whom it is written, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

" “Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please sit
REFLECTION Pr. Schoepflin

Please stand as you are able
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “hear our prayer.”)

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation, responding
“hear our prayer.”

A brief silence.

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and
liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation,
that all may place their hope in you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is
barren, sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower,
and creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn
their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of
compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray
especially for Sally, Jane, Brooke, Dylan, Stephen, Betty, Laurie, Jennifer, Doris,
Bill, Jim, Anthony, Karen, Joan, Matt, Grace, Richard, Lucille, Bobby, Mariette,
Ella, Jessica, | ], those on our prayer list, and those we name before
you, aloud or in our hearts pause for names. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died
in faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE?
YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE HERE

OFFERING HYMN (ELW 465) “As the Grains of Wheat”

Refrain
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ND4d .
A, ITNAF) I o ‘—‘
D s o A P : .
J r ! Y
1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
Refrain
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may we  share the pres - ence  of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us.

Come, receive what God has promised.
Thanks be to God.
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AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

THE DISTRIBUTION

Gluten-free wafers are available. When you come forward, please let your
Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor, and
give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN 243

“People, Look East”
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time 1S near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed s
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flowr may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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SENDING
A: Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve
C: All are welcome!

A: Go in peace. Serve in love.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431.
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536.

Page 35



IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette, Jean B., J.
Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Karin Bergesen, Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello, Betty
Bose, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello,
Christel Clausen, The Colozzi Family, Nancy Couture, Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary
Donnelly, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen, Wendy Erlandson, Paul Farber, Felix, Ralph Gallo, Melinda Geis, Ella
Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez, Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June
Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine Hoffman, Manda and Herbert Holzmann,
Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Brian Kennedy, Judy Korsh, Erik Krisch,
Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Douglas Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Loretta Lusteg, Laurie Mandel, Mason,
Jackie Matura, Mel, Stancy Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Katy Monte, Terry Moore, Jennifer
Morrell, Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Jane O’Brien,
Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Jessica Pucci,
Ron Pucci, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn R., Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte
Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp,
Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, Stephen, Suzanne Stoklosa, Stan Stone, Annette Swanson, Gavin Tarsio,
Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julia and Dan Tiberie, Douglas A. Tyers, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill
Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, Jonathan
Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Claire James, Justin
MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce
Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.

Our prayers and sympathies are with Karen Schroeter and her family
on the death of her father Roy Starke.
Rest eternal grant him O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week signifying the Presence of God among His people.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (December 14 - December 21)
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the
Sunday readings.

Sun 12/14  Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Mon 12/15 Psalm 42
|saiah 29:17-24
Acts 5:12-16

Tues 12/16  Psalm 42
Ezekiel 47:1-12
Jude 17-25

Wed 12/17 Psalm 42
Zechariah 8:1-17
Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34

Thurs 12/18 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Galatians 3:23-29

Fri 12/19 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:18-22
Galatians 4:1-7

Sat12/20  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:23-29
John 3:31-36

Sun 12/21  Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
If you would like contact information for the council members listed below,
please call the church office at 631-269-6454.

Joanne Pitfick, President
Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President
Brian Ansink, Fellowship
Karen Garone, Finance
Karen Alicata, Treasurer
Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer
Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer
Arthur Wakefield, Assistant Treasurer
Barbara Kaifler, Secretary
Marina Bedrossian, Youth
Rich Doino, Property
Karen Wallin, Social Ministries
Betty Bose, Music and Worship
Aubrey Minton, Christian Education

Paul Farber, Stewardship
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Outreach and Marketing (Evangelism)
+++++++++t bttt bbb

Sunday Schedule 9:30am In person The Holy Eucharist
and Live stream via YouTube

Sunday school N3 - Grade 5 9:30am In person

Monday Schedule 7:30pm In person The Holy Eucharist

OUR MISSION
The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and community,
is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the family of God.

ABIDING PRESENCE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
Route 25A & Sunken Meadow Road, 4 Trescott Path
Fort Salonga, New York
™ Church Office: 631-269-6454 School Office: 631-269-4898
Church: www.abidingpresencechurch.org email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
Preschool: www.abidingpresencepreschool.com email: aplcpreschool@gmail.com
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