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Welcome to Worship!
Lectionary 19
August 9, 2026
9:30am
Abiding Presence Church and Preschool

INTRODUCTION

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound
of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out
with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of
life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In
comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the
eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s
presence to others.

PRELUDE “Meditation” Caleb Simpler

GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,- one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.

In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN 755

“Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”
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Text: Edward Hopper, 1818—1888
Music: PILOT, John Edgar Gould, 1822-1875

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you alll.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together:

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Please sit

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer
silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven
thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as
kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

A Reading from 1 Kings
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 10 He answered, ‘| have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of
hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars,
and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my
life, to take it away.”

1" He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in
the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire,
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and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. '3 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He
answered, ‘| have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” > Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 6 Also
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever
escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from
the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet | will leave seven thousand in Israel, all
the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.”

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13
(Cantor sings verses. All sing response.)
Response
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Psalm 85:8
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

8| will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to you.
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land. R
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
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righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
" Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
2The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,

and our land will yield its increase.
3 Righteousness shall go before the Lord

and shall prepare for God a pathway. R

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is
a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This
proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian
proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

A Reading from Romans
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or “‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ¢ because if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. '© For one believes with the heart, leading to
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 1" The
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. '3 For “everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him? > And how are they to proclaim him
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unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
(Cantor sings proper verse. All sing Alleluia before and after verse.)
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,”
who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus
comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time
of fear and doubt.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to You, O Lord

22 [ Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other

side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.2? And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, 2 but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 2> And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried
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out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I;

do not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” 22 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save
me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son

of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
04t —
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.
Please sit
SERMON

Please stand as you are able
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HYMN 756 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
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cry to thee for those in per - 1l on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the + life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “receive our prayer.”)

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation, responding “receive our prayer.”

A brief silence.

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be
heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the
church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in
all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing
climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity.

Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in
your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who
suffer, especially those on our prayer list, and those we name before you, aloud
or in our hearts pause for names. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly
journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SHARING OF PEACE
Please sit
ANTHEM “Calm to the Waves”
Text by Mary Louise Bringle
Music by Thomas Pavlechko
Sung by Lisa Pecchio
OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE?

SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE

Please stand as you are able

OFFERING HYMN 465 “As the Grains of Wheat”
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Refrain
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread;

so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.

Come, share in the feast!
Thanks be to God.

AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Please sit
THE DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the
Sacrament. The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at
the main aisle. The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then
proceeds to a gold chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the
common cup, or if so desired, the communicant may receive only the bread.
Please let your Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free
wafer. Please follow the guidance of the ushers.
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COMMUNION HYMN 773

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

- Tlp,l e t
1P p
e
A— e — — —— | It _—
5 o ~ o v
1 Pre -cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . nearn
;_ZF?__ S i - — ; 3 i — "9"‘"—_‘..7—7-: - T.-
: (G
K%’ T i e o e e = —
1 am  ured, I am weak, I am WOrm.
when my  life is al most ..  gone.
and the day is past and . . . gone,
¥ b - P — fe— vt
N == v i ‘ :
' ) .%‘ ! 3 : .....J J;}/_}J
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest | fall.
at the riv - er | stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
_Q;!? i. : : '—.:'-“\‘ . i — — Jl = ]
@.‘&_TI—J—;—I\J—J [ — " i—‘—‘“ I~ C— = II
Take my  haaod, pre-cious  Lord, lead me home.

Texe: Thamaps A. Dorsey, 18941993
Muszin: Goorye NoAllen, 183121877, adept. Thomas A. Dorsev

Please stand as you are able

BLESSING

FRECIOUSLOARD
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POST COMMUNION HYMN 207 “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A, Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ia.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor,
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN 774 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

DISMISSAL

Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve.
All are welcome!

Go in peace. Serve in love.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Recessional” Ernst Reeves

Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431.
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536.
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette,
Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Betsey Berry, Anthony Bonello,
Betty Bose, Keith Bose I, Keith Bose Ill, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, John
Carini, Fran Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, Nancy Couture, Mitch
Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Jeff Eisner, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen,
Felix, Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez,
Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine Hoffman,
Jennifer Howard, Dylan lIsraelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson, Jean Johnson, Brian
Kennedy, Lia Krautmanis, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas
Lozel, Marissa Luethi, Gene Maccarone, Laurie Mandel, Mark, Mason, Mel, Melissa, Stancy
Mentnech, Herb Menzel, Doris Meyer, Debra Michels, Carol Minton, Katy Monte, Terry
Moore, Jennifer Morrell, Debra Morsello, The Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher,
Kim Nallan, Lindi Nubel, Jane O’Brien, Lucille Ochal, Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul,
Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Nicholas Pohlmann, Jessica Pucci, Ron
Pucci, Joseph, Lanie Raskin, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn R., Margaret Rizzo,
Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Paul Rosen, Ruth, Jordan S.,
Sal, Claire Salem, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke,
Stephen, Austin Stone, The Strumza Family, Suzanne Stoklosa, Annette Swanson, Gavin
Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte,
Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano,
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard,
Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week signifying the Presence of God among His
people.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (August 9 — August 16)
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the

Sunday readings.

Sun 8/9

Mon 8/10

Tues 8/11

Wed 8/12

Thurs 8/13

Fri 8/14

Sat 8/15

Sun 8/16

Lectionary 19

1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

Psalm 18:1-19
Genesis 7:11—8:5
2 Peter 2:4-10

Psalm 18:1-19
Genesis 19:1-29
Romans 9:14-29

Psalm 18:1-19
Job 36:24-33; 37:14-24
Matthew 8:23-27

Psalm 67
Isaiah 45:20-25
Revelation 15:1-4

Psalm 67
Isaiah 63:15-19
Acts 14:19-28

Psalm 67
Isaiah 56:1-5
Matthew 14:34-36

Lectionary 20

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Psalm 67

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

Mary, Mother of Our Lord
Isaiah 61:7-11

Psalm 34:1-9

Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 1:46-55

Mary, Mother of Our Lord
Isaiah 61:7-11

Psalm 34:1-9

Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 1:46-55
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
If you would like contact information for the council members listed below,
please call the church office at 631-269-6454.
Joanne Pitfick, President
Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President
Brian Ansink, Fellowship
Karen Garone, Finance
Joie Burkhardt, Treasurer
Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer
Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer
Barbara Kaifler, Secretary
Marina Bedrossian, Youth
Paul Fick, Property
Karen Wallin, Social Ministries
Betty Bose, Music and Worship
Aubrey Minton, Christian Education

Paul Farber, Stewardship
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Outreach and Marketing (Evangelism)

+++++++++t+t bbb+
9:30am In person The Holy Eucharist

Sunday Schedule
and Live stream via YouTube
9:30am In person

Sunday school N3 - Grade 5 September - May
NO MONDAY EVENING WORSHIP JULY & AUGUST
OUR MISSION

The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and community,
is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the family of God.

O]
PRESCHOOL WEBSITE

©

CHURCH WEBSITE
Church: www.abidingpresencechurch.org email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com

Preschool: www.abidingpresencepreschool.com email: aplcpreschool@gmail.com
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