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Welcome to Worship!
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026
9:30am
Abiding Presence Church and Preschool

INTRODUCTION

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate
of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life.
He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our
baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence
and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God'’s tender
care to all creation.

7

PRELUDE “St. Columba” Setting by Richard Knight

GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Christ is risen. Alleluia!

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
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Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN 807 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.

let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
n “ — - |
A — — e :
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he; to res - cue me from dan-ger, in- ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
Assisting minister
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb whowas slain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together:

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Please sit

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s
sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s
people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what
they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.

A Reading from Acts
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things
in common; 4 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
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Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 780 “Shepherd Me, O God”
(Cantor sings verses. All sing response.)

Response

Refrain
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Shep- herd me, O God,

be - yond my wants, be - yond my fears, from

| {ostanzas 1,2, 3, 5

“ to stanza 4
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N | Leader or All
Qi — : == i
L e e e e . 5
J ’ ! A
1 God is my shep-herd, so noth-ing shall I want, I
2 Gent - ly you raise me and heal my wea-ry soul, you
3 Though I should wan - der the val - ley of death, I
0 1. C ;
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rest in the mead-ows of faith - ful - ness and love, I
lead me by path-ways of righ - teous-ness and truth, my
fear no e - vil, for you are at my side, your
0 | Refrain
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walk by the qui - et wa - ters of peace.
spir - it shall sing the mu - sic of your name.
rod and your staff, my com -fort and my hope.
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4 You have set me a ban-quet of love in the face of
0 | Refrain
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ha-tred, crown-ing me with Jove be-yond my pow’r to hold.
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n 1. Leader or All
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5 Sure-ly your kind-ness and mer-cy fol-low me  all the days of my life;
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I will dwell in the house of my God for-ev - er - more.
Final refrain
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yond my fears, from death in-to life.

Text: Marty Haugen, b, 1950, based on Psalm 23

Music: SHEPE Ilﬁ{[) ME, Marty Haugen

Text and music © [ 986 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800.442,3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permisson,

Illupch:LL'i-.'n inany form prohibited without permission or valid Heense from copynght administrator,

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience
difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as
the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid
aadversity.

A Reading from 1 Peter
91t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a
commendable thing before God. 2! For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in
his steps.

22"He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
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23 \When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
(Cantor sings proper verse. All sing Alleluia before and after verse.)
R —
' e e [ e F e o E
J . 4 — P ——
Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - Tu - 1a.
044 N » i |
\‘yl o / i : i : r ¥ = e 5 .-
) r —— | | |
Al - e - Iu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Gospel: John 10:1-10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about
spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to You, O Lord

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the
gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. ® They will not follow a
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stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” ¢ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

7 S0 again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. 2| am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will
come in and go out and find pasture. 0 The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
Nut \ , [
§"A AL — - - - r _ P—F | |
L:’g o o D | — ! | ] | .
Al - le - lu - 1a, al le lu 1a
NDut .
§"A TN - - = _ ~ ~ _ _‘| _il
A% P — 7 B — e | 1 P re e
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - la.
Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.
Please sit
SERMON Dcn. Gavin Schwen

Please stand as you are able
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HYMN 778

“The Lord’s My Shepherd”

0 i .
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I The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-ly fol-low me,
0 | 1
© ] T f—F— —
ANIV4 | I [/ & |
J O 4 o o ©
n pas-tures green; he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake;
0
" I
y 4 — I . I n —) O
& ——F— ] e
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He lecad-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - m the paths of ngh-teous-ness. e'en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  stll
My  head thou dost with o1l a - nomt,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and i God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES™ AIR, James L. Macheth Bain

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
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he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the + life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “receive our prayer.”)
Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation, responding “receive our prayer.”

A brief silence.

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany
us on our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the
breaking of the bread. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are

being prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may
yield an abundant harvest. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to
repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence,
sow peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who
are sick, especially those on our prayer list and those we name before you,
aloud or in our hearts pause for names. Strengthen the weary, give courage to
the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us
in genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages
past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
Please sit

ANTHEM “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
Setting by Laura Ann Page
Resounding Praise Bell Choir

OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE?
SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE

Please stand as you are able
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OFFERING HYMN 182
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

When our congregation last gathered in worship, we heard again of God’s
mighty acts and the love shown us in Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. We
shared in the holy meal of the Lord’s supper.

Now this bread and cup of blessing, is set before us, so that we may share in
these same gifts and be strengthened in communion with all the people of God.

Gathered at the Lord’s table, our congregation remembered with thanksgiving
that “in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

This is the supper of our Lord Jesus Christ. This same bread and cup, shared in
our community of faith, are here given for us. Gathered into one by the Holy
Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.

Receive the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God.

AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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mer-cy  on  us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.
Please sit
THE DISTRIBUTION

Page 16



All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and

Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the

Sacrament. The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at
the main aisle. The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then
proceeds to a gold chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the
common cup, or if so desired, the communicant may receive only the bread.
Please let your Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free

wafer. Please follow the guidance of the ushers.

COMMUNION HYMN 484 “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ”

Refrain
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You sat-is-fy the hun-gry heart with gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, the bread of life to eat.
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1 As when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - i - tude
3 Is not the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?
4 The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:
5 You giveyour-self to wus, O Lord; then self-less let wus be,
0 Refrain
] —] | % |
caEsSspL . 2.

so  when you call your fam-’ly, Lord, we  fol - low and re - joice.
that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav’'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in the Lord?
whom all the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to  serve each oth - er in your name in truth and char - i - ty.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997
Music: BICENTENNIAL, Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996
Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand as you are able

BLESSING

POST COMMUNION HYMN 207 “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”
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seeks the Lord re
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- joice and bear the name of Christ.
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Send us with your prom -is -es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks - giv - ing Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - ia.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face shine upon
us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor, and give
us his peace, In the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen.
SENDING HYMN 362

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

oH— i z = e ——" 2 2
\\av | I I I ! ! ! !
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we  sing praise  to
2 Praise we  Christ, whose love di - vine gives  his
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, pas - chal
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our vic - to - rious king, who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred  blood for wine, gives his bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathes the sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; with sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
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flow - ing from his wound-ed side. Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le - lu - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - lu - ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - lu - ia!

5 Mighty victim from the sky,
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie;
you have conquered in the fight,
you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
now no more the grave enthrall;
you have opened paradise,
and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
from sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free,
newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia!
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DISMISSAL

Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve.
All are welcome!

Go in peace. Serve in love.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Voluntary” Caleb Simper
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette,
Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Karin Bergesen, Betsey Berry,
Anthony Bonello, Betty Bose, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran
Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, The Colozzi Family, Nancy Couture,
Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen, Felix,
Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez, Gregory,
Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine
Hoffman, Herbert Holzmann, Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson,
Brian Kennedy, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas Lozel, Marissa
Luethi, Loretta Lusteg, Laurie Mandel, Mark, Mason, Mel, Melissa, Stancy Mentnech, Herb
Menzel, Doris Meyer, Katy Monte, Terry Moore, Jennifer Morrell, Debra Morsello, The
Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Jane O’Brien, Lucille Ochal,
Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Jessica
Pucci, Ron Pucci, Joseph, Lanie Raskin, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn R.,
Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Paul Rosen,
Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey
Starke, Stephen, Austin Stone, The Strumza Family, Suzanne Stoklosa, Annette Swanson,
Gavin Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill
Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano,
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard,
Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week signifying the Presence of God among His
people.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (April 26 - May 3)
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the
Sunday readings.

Sun 4/26 Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

Mon 4/27 Psalm 100
Ezekiel 34:17-23
1 Peter 5:1-5

Tues 4/28  Psalm 100
Ezekiel 34:23-31
Hebrews 13:20-21

Wed 4/29  Psalm 100
Jeremiah 23:1-8
Matthew 20:17-28

Thurs 4/30  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Genesis 12:1-3

Acts 6:8-15
Fri 5/1 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Sts. Philip and James, Apostles
Exodus 3:1-12 Isaiah 30:18-21
Acts 7:1-16 Psalm 44:1-3,20-26
2 Corinthians 4:1-6
Sat 5/2 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 John 14:8-14
Jeremiah 26:20-24
John 8:48-59

Sun 5/3 Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14
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Monday, April 27, 2026
7:30 pm

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are able.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
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We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.

Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN 807

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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1 Come, thou Fount of
2 Here 1
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ev - ‘ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;

3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
IR ra— — — —
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

thy courts a - bove.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking
of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming
work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus
answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is
revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to You, O Lord

13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 4 and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. ' While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, "6 but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. 7 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. '8 Then one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be
condemned to death and crucified him. 2! But we had hoped that he was the one
to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these
things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
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were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who
said that he was alive. 2 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 2 Then he said to
them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! 2 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer
these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead
as if he were going on. 2 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us,
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to
stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed
and broke it, and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 3% That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions
gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” % Then they told what had happened on the road and how
he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit
REFLECTION Dcn. Gavin Schwen

Please stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “receive our prayer.”)

Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation, responding “receive our prayer.”
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A brief silence.

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany
us on our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the
breaking of the bread. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are
being prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may
yield an abundant harvest. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to
repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence,
sow peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who
are sick, especially those on our prayer list and those we name before you,
aloud or in our hearts pause for names. Strengthen the weary, give courage to
the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us
in genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages
past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
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OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE?
SCAN THE QR CODE TO CONTRIBUTE

OFFERING HYMN 182
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

When our congregation last gathered in worship, we heard again of God’s
mighty acts and the love shown us in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. We
shared in the holy meal of the Lord’s supper.

Now this bread and cup of blessing, is set before us, so that we may share in
these same gifts and be strengthened in communion with all the people of God.

Gathered at the Lord’s table, our congregation remembered with thanksgiving
that “in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

This is the supper of our Lord Jesus Christ. This same bread and cup, shared in
our community of faith, are here given for us. Gathered into one by the Holy
Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
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on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.
AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant ~ us peace, grant  us  peace.
THE DISTRIBUTION

Gluten-free wafers are available. When you come forward, please let your

Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face shine upon
us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor, and give
us his peace, In the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN 362 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing praise  to
2 Praise we  Christ, whose love di - vine gives  his
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, pas - chal
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y ' . —] ! ' '
(o= LA S = —
our vic - to - rious king, who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred  blood for wine, gives his bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathes the sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; with sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
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flow - ing from his wound-ed side. Al

-le - lu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le - lu - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - Iu - ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - Iu - ia!

5 Mighty victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie; This alone can sin destroy;
you have conquered in the fight, from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
you have brought us life and light. newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall, 8 Father, who the crown shall give,
now no more the grave enthrall; Savior, by whose death we live,
you have opened paradise, Spirit, guide through all our days:
and your saints in you shall rise. Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-1868, alt.
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566

SENDING
A: Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve
C: All are welcome!

A: Go in peace. Serve in love.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431.
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536.
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IN OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson, Annette,
Jean B., J. Bauer, Cael Begley, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Karin Bergesen, Betsey Berry,
Anthony Bonello, Betty Bose, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, John Carini, Fran
Casola, Claire, Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, The Colozzi Family, Nancy Couture,
Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Avery Doino, Mary Donnelly, Elaine, Wayne Ericksen, Felix,
Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Sal Giannotta, Frank Gonzalez, Kristen Bruce-Gonzalez, Gregory,
Thomas H., Ed and June Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Jennifer Hoffman, Josephine
Hoffman, Herbert Holzmann, Jennifer Howard, Dylan Israelian, Joanne, Joe, Cliff Johnson,
Brian Kennedy, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Melissa L., Terry Lago, Lauren, Douglas Lozel, Marissa
Luethi, Loretta Lusteg, Laurie Mandel, Mark, Mason, Mel, Melissa, Stancy Mentnech, Herb
Menzel, Doris Meyer, Katy Monte, Terry Moore, Jennifer Morrell, Debra Morsello, The
Murphy Family, Steven N., Matthew Naeher, Kim Nallan, Jane O’Brien, Lucille Ochal,
Pamela, Rose P., Patrick, Paul, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Keith Philcox, Jessica
Pucci, Ron Pucci, Joseph, Lanie Raskin, Joan and Matt Reilly, Grace Revere, Lynn R.,
Margaret Rizzo, Doris Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Nancy Rosen, Paul Rosen,
Ruth, Jordan S., Sal, Susan Salerno, The Seale Family, Joan Sepp, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey
Starke, Stephen, Austin Stone, The Strumza Family, Suzanne Stoklosa, Annette Swanson,
Gavin Tarsio, Todd, Peter T., Anna T., Julie Tiberie, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill
Witte, Kathy Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Courtney Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano,
Jonathan Dixon, Walton Delano Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard,
Claire James, Justin MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay
Rosenwald, Jake Sass, Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler, Rachel Williams.

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE burns this week signifying the Presence of God among His
people.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year A (April 26 - May 3)
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the
Sunday readings.

Sun 4/26 Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

Mon 4/27 Psalm 100
Ezekiel 34:17-23
1 Peter 5:1-5

Tues 4/28  Psalm 100
Ezekiel 34:23-31
Hebrews 13:20-21

Wed 4/29  Psalm 100
Jeremiah 23:1-8
Matthew 20:17-28

Thurs 4/30  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Genesis 12:1-3

Acts 6:8-15
Fri 5/1 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Sts. Philip and James, Apostles
Exodus 3:1-12 Isaiah 30:18-21
Acts 7:1-16 Psalm 44:1-3,20-26
2 Corinthians 4:1-6
Sat 5/2 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 John 14:8-14
Jeremiah 26:20-24
John 8:48-59

Sun 5/3 Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

If you would like contact information for the council members listed below,
please call the church office at 631-269-6454.

Joanne Pitfick, President
Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President
Brian Ansink, Fellowship
Karen Garone, Finance
Joie Burkhardt, Treasurer
Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer
Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer
Arthur Wakefield, Assistant Treasurer
Barbara Kaifler, Secretary
Marina Bedrossian, Youth
Paul Fick, Property
Karen Wallin, Social Ministries
Betty Bose, Music and Worship
Aubrey Minton, Christian Education

Paul Farber, Stewardship
Lauri Christiansen-Wegener, Outreach and Marketing (Evangelism)
R T o S R A O O R S A A

Sunday Schedule 9:30am In person The Holy Eucharist
and Live stream via YouTube

Sunday school N3 - Grade 5  9:30am In person
Monday Schedule 7:30pm In person The Holy Eucharist

OUR MISSION
The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and community,
is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the family of God.

©
CHURCH WEBSITE PRESCHOOL WEBSITE

O]

Church: www.abidingpresencechurch.org email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
Preschool: www.abidingpresencepreschool.com email: aplcpreschool@gmail.com
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