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Welcome to Worship!
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 21, 2024, 9:30am
Abiding Presence Church and Preschool

INTRODUCTION

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life.
It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual
knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s
willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates
what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing
our wealth with any sibling in need.

PRELUDE “St. Columba” Healy Willan

GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
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Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son
was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word
you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace,
and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly is sprinkled with water during
the singing of the gathering hymn.
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GATHERING HYMN 369

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Alleluia!”
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ, the vic - tim un - - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on  this ho - day, Al - le - lu - 1ia!
T . _ |
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Chris-tians,has - ten on  your way; Al - le lu - 1ia!
sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le lu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le lu - ia!
all your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al - le lu - 1ia!
U —— ——
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con -tend - ing death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord 1is ris’n on  high; Al - le - lu - 1a!
e ———— |
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J T T
at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al le - lu - 1al
now he lives, no  more to die. Al le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al le - lu - 1al
now he lives, no  more to die. Al - le - lu - 1ia!

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. ¢. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt.
Music: LLANFAIR, Robert Williams, 1781-1821

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you alll.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain

Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together:

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us
into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be
whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please sit

WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were
proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter
is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to
the religious authorities.

A Reading from Acts
The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, Swith
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the
high-priestly family. "When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst,
they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” éThen Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we
are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick
and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and
to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. ""This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’
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2There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Hymn 780 “Shepherd Me, O God”
Refrain
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Shep- herd me, O God, be - yond my wants, be - yond my fears, from
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1 God is my shep-herd, so noth-ing shall I want, I
2 Gent - ly you raise me and heal my wea-r1y soul, you
3 Though I should wan - der the wval - ley of death, I
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rest in the mead-ows of faith - ful - ness and love, 1
lead me by path-ways of righ - teous-ness and truth, my
fear no e - vil, for you are at my side, your
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walk by the qui - et wa - ters of peace.
spir - it shall sing the mu - sic of your name.
rod and your staff, my com -fort and my hope.
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4 You have set me a ban-quet of love in the face of
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5 Sure-ly your kind-ness and mer-cy fol-low me all the days of my life;
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I will dwell in the house of my God for-ev - er - more.
Final refrain
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yond my fears, from death in - to life.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23

Music: SHEPHERD ME, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3338.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is
the very love we share with others, not just through our words but especially

through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.

A Reading from 1 John

'6We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we
ought to lay down our lives for one another. ""How does God’s love abide in
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and
refuses help?

yet
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'8Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and
action. ?And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure
our hearts before him 2whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater
than our hearts, and he knows everything. 2'Beloved, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have boldness before God; 2?and we receive from him
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him.

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 2*All who
obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we
know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Lector/. Word of God. Word of Life. Congregation/. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
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Al le lu ia, al le Iu ia

Gospel: John 10:11-18

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the
shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to
overcome death for them.

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to You, O Lord

[Jesus said:] "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep. ?The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the
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sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them. "*The hired hand runs away because a hired
hand does not care for the sheep. '“| am the good shepherd. | know my own and
my own know me, "Sjust as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And |
lay down my life for the sheep. 6l have other sheep that do not belong to this
fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd. ""For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down
my life in order to take it up again. '8No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of
my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up
again. | have received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
N u b "
b IThL -
© = _p | - <
) o 4 | 4 |
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia.
N4 L p—
DA ITh K1 . 1 |
: } 0 P O g ‘_i-
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Al - e - Iu - 1a, al - le - lu - la.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Please sit
REFLECTION

Please stand as you are able
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HYMN 502

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool ish  oft I  strayed, but yet in
4 In death’s dark vale | fear no ill, with  thee, dear
0| .
P& = . ]
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3
fail - eth nev er; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead eth and, where  the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
0| :
Yy D 1 I 1
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I am  his he iIs mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - nal  feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; Cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;

thine unction grace bestoweth;

and, oh, what transport of delight

from thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: St1. CoLumBaA, Irish tune

6 And so, through all the length of days,

thy goodness faileth never.

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise

within thy house forever.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

RECEPTION OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

P: Today our congregation rejoices with Viviana Elizabeth Dragani who joins
in sharing the meal of Holy Communion.

(Communicant comes forward as her name is read.)
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P: In the sacrament of holy baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ
and sent to share in the mission of God. In the sacrament of Holy Communion,
God unites us in Jesus Christ and nourishes us for that mission. Living among
God's faithful people, we are strengthened by God's word and this holy supper
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all
the earth. (A medallion is placed around communicant’s neck).

P: Let us welcome Viviana in Christ to Holy Communion.

C: Welcome to the Lord's table. We thank God for you. We pray that you
will find joy and strength in this meal, until we feast forever at God's
heavenly banquet.

P: Letus pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for Viviana who is joining in
sharing the meal of Holy Communion this day. As you made her your own in
baptism, feed and nourish her always with your forgiveness, grace, and love. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Communicant will be called up with family to receive the sacrament at the
distribution.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “hear our prayer.”)

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news, responding “hear our
prayer.”

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one
another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and
serve alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the
gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire
scientists, researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted
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with the task of caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world
around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in
solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those
with power to share it and to use such power for good. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without
housing, victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with iliness, especially
Bobby, Gavin, Rich, Joe, Erik, Victoria, Erwin, Jeff, Gregory, Kathleen, Joan,
Jennifer, Alice, Mariette, Ella, George, Gerard, Ron, Melinda, Jessica,

[ ], those on our prayer list, and those we name before you, aloud or in
our hearts pause for names. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call
us away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply
love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Strengthen us to share the
good news in our own day. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE

Please sit
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OFFERING NO OFFERING ENVELOPE? %%i‘f‘
YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE HERE ;f‘
CEaty
SCA
OFFERING
ANTHEM “A Shepherd’s Psalm” Joseph Martin

Choir of The Abiding Presence
Please stand as you are able

OFFERING HYMN (ELW 182)
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
o
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We Iift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise,

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1ly, ho - ly

Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

= —h 1+
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1V
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J J s
Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
_9_#11 /—\P ! ; I
5 | d d_‘
in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT TABLE
Holy God,

you alone are holy,

you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the sea;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:

through the water;

by night and day;
across the wilderness;
out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.
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We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying:

This cup

s the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.
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We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal;

among your people;

throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper.

O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the
word and we shall be healed.
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AGNUS DEl
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant  us  peace.
Please sit
THE DISTRIBUTION

All who believe that along with the bread and wine we receive the true Body and
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are invited to the Lord’s table to receive the
Sacrament. The Sacrament will be distributed in one or two continuous lines at
the main aisle.

The bread is received in the hand and the communicant then proceeds to a gold
chalice for intinction or to a crystal chalice to drink from the common cup, or if o
desired, the communicant may receive only the bread. Please let your
Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten free wafer. Please
follow the guidance of the ushers.
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COMMUNION HYMN 778  “The Lord’s My Shepherd”

§]

4

7.

[ {4 = =

NIV

J & - ¢ 4 2O

I The Lord’s my shep-herd; Il not want. He makes me down to lie

2 My soul he doth re - store a- gain, and me to walk doth make

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will [ fear no ill;

4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;

5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-ly fol-low me,
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n pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui-et wa- ters by

with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still;

my  head thou dost with o1l a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.

and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
0
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa-ters  by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain

Please stand as you are able

BLESSING
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POST COMMUNION HYMN 207 “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”
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Thank-ful hearts and  voic-es raise; tell ev-'ry-one what God has done. Let
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ev - ry-one who seeks theLord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
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Send us with your prom -is -es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - ia.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend. Amen.

SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor,
and give you his peace, In the name of the Father and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
SENDING HYMN 544

“Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”
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1 Praise the Lord, rise up re - joic - ing, wor - ship, thanks, de
2 Scat - tered flock, one shep - herd shar - ing, lost and lone - ly,
3 Sins for - giv - en, wrongs for - giv - ing, we go forth a
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vo - tion voic - ing: glo - ry be to God on high!
one voice hear - ing, ears at - ten - tive to your word;
lert and liv - ing in  your Spir - if, strong and free.
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Christ, your cross and pas - sion shar - ing, by this eu - cha -
by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in your bod -y,
Part - ners in your new cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
9] .
s | | —— i | i
&—s e e
rist de - clar - ing yours the fi - nal vic - to - TV
firm be - liev - ing, we  are yours, and you the Lord.
ev - 1y na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - I'wers be.

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902-1983, alt.
Music: ALLES ISTAN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 1645-1705, adapt.
Text © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DISMISSAL

Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve.
All are welcome!

Go in peace. Serve in love.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “A Trumpet Fancy” Leon Nelson
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Monday, April 22, 2024
7:30 pm

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are able.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son
was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word
you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.
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We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace,
and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly is sprinkled with water during
the singing of the gathering hymn.
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GATHERING HYMN 369

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Alleluia!”
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ, the vic - tim un - - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on  this ho - day, Al - le - lu - 1ia!
T . _ |
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Chris-tians,has - ten on  your way; Al - le lu - 1ia!
sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le lu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le lu - ia!
all your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al - le lu - 1ia!
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con -tend - ing death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord 1is ris’n on  high; Al - le - lu - 1a!
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at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al le - lu - 1al
now he lives, no  more to die. Al le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al le - lu - 1al
now he lives, no  more to die. Al - le - lu - 1ia!

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. ¢. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt.
Music: LLANFAIR, Robert Williams, 1781-1821

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us
into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be
whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen,

Gospel: John 10:11-18

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the
shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to
overcome death for them.

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to You, O Lord

[Jesus said:] "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep. ?The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them. "*The hired hand runs away because a hired
hand does not care for the sheep. '“| am the good shepherd. | know my own and
my own know me, "Sjust as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And |
lay down my life for the sheep. 6l have other sheep that do not belong to this
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd. "For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down
my life in order to take it up again. '8No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of
my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up
again. | have received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit
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REFLECTION

Please stand as you are able

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Response: “hear our prayer.”)

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news, responding “hear our
prayer.”

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one
another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and
serve alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the
gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire
scientists, researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted
with the task of caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world
around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in
solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those
with power to share it and to use such power for good. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without
housing, victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with iliness, especially
Bobby, Gavin, Rich, Joe, Erik, Victoria, Erwin, Jeff, Gregory, Kathleen, Joan,
Jennifer, Alice, Mariette, Ella, George, Gerard, Ron, Melinda, Jessica,

[ ], those on our prayer list, and those we name before you, aloud or in
our hearts pause for names. God of grace, hear our prayer.
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Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call
us away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply
love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Strengthen us to share the
good news in our own day. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN 182
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.
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Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our

Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he (+) who comes in the

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to come to his Supper.

C: O Lord, we are not worthy to receive you, but only say the
word and we shall be healed.
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.

THE DISTRIBUTION

Gluten-free wafers are available. When you come forward, please let your
Communion Minister know if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: Let us pray: Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us

and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

Page 32



ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face shine upon
us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor, and give

us his peace, In the name of the Father and of the - Son, and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN 544 “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”
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Christ, your cross and  pas - sion shar - ing,

by this eu - cha -

by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in  your bod - Yy,
Part - ners in your new «cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
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rist de - clar - ing yours the fi - nal vic - to - T1y.
firm be - liev - ing, we  are yours, and you the Lord.
ev - 'ty na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - ’'wers be.

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 19021983, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 16451705, adapt.
Text © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Page 33



SENDING
A: Gathered by Christ, Growing in Faith, Sent to serve
C: All are welcome!

A: Go in peace. Serve in love.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

OUR MISSION
The mission of Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, a spiritual home centered in Christ and
community, is to share Jesus’ love in our words and in our works as we welcome all to the
family of God.

Hymns reprinted by permission under One License Annual License # A-726431.
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS003536.

Page 34



IN. OUR PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND HEALING ARE: Alie, Rakel Anderson,
Annette, Jean B., J. Bauer, Margaret Belt, Rich Bender, Betsey Berry, Robert Bogart,
Betty Bose, Brenda, Bobby Burns, Annabelle Carini, Carol Carini, Fran Casola, Claire,
Anthony Ceriello, Christel Clausen, Nancy Couture, Mitch Crowley, Jackie DeVille, Marilyn
DiFendes, The Dillon Family, Avery Doino, Richard Domchick, Karen Dragani, Elaine, Roy
Erlandson, Wendy Erlandson, Felix, Jeff Fenn, Kathleen Gaglio, Ralph Gallo, George
Garone, Melinda Geis, Ella Giana, Frank Gonzalez, Gregory, Thomas H., Ed and June
Heidelberger, Charlie Hoffman, Wendy J., Joanne, Joe, Ginny Kacin, Evelyn Kaestner,
Robert Kelly, Brian Kennedy, Erik Krisch, Kristen, Loretta Lusteg, Doris Meyer, Terry
Moore, Jennifer Morrell, Mildred Morse, Steven N., Kim Nallan, Robert Nedwick, Rose P.,
Patrick, Alice Pecchio, Richard Pecchio, Dorothy Philcox, Conrad Pohlmann, Jessica
Pucci, Ron Pucci, Lynn R., Bill Roche, Charlotte Roessle, Jim Rogin, Sal, Susan Salerno,
The Schettino Family, John Scott, Jeff Smith, Jeffrey Starke, Suzanne Stoklosa, Gavin
Tarsio, Peter T., Anna T., Victoria, Michael Wagner, Peter Weichner, Bill Witte, Kathy
Zieran, Erwin Zimmermann.

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Joseph Begley, Liam Begley, Courtney
Burke, Paul Cassuti, John Delano, Jonathan Dixon, Jason Ericksen, Walton Delano
Gouldin, Eric Hank, Jr., Michael Hewson, Alycia A. Howard, Claire James, Justin
MacDonald, Katie Mayer, Daniel Murray, Richard Mutari, Jay Rosenwald, Jake Sass,
Kaitlin Stark, Bryce Michael Wheeler.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are dedicated to our beautiful god-daughter Viviana as she celebrates her First
Communion. We love you so much Viviana!! Aunt Laura and Uncle Dave.

THE BREAD AND WINE are offered in celebration of Viviana Dragani on your First Communion Day. Always
know and remember how much Jesus loves you, and how much we do too. With love and blessings to our
special Viviana from, Nana and PopPop.

THE SANCUTARY CANDLE burns this week for our precious Viviana on her First Communion. God bless you,
Ana, on this special day and may you forever feel His love shining in your heart! Love, Daddy, Mommy, and
Tyler.

THE CANDLES OF GRACE are lighted in celebration of our cousin on her First Communion. Congratulations

Ana! We love you so much and are such proud cousins! God is guiding you on your path and His love will be
with you every step of the way. Keep being amazing! Love, Haley and Katie.

Page 35



Thank you to the following members who have contributed so far towards
eliminating our budget deficit.

Margaret and Richard Bender, Betty Bose, Ingrid and Ron Bruens, Joan and George
Bubaris, Joie Burkhardt, Donnamarie Calabrese, Eileen and Glenn Creutz, The Cubbon
Family, Rosalyn and Robert D’Addario, Richard Ericson, Debbie Gagliardotto-Barbieri,
Barbara Gallagher, Pam and Steve Hannwacker, Sally Herzog, Mr. and Mrs. John Hogan,
Ann Howard, Art and Viv Isakson, Laurie and Frank Jackson, Virginia and Bill Kacin,
Joanne and Gerry Krush, Linda Lang, Kathy Lusteg, Meredith Mayer, Patricia Moodnik,
Carol Panza, Judith Paul, Wallis and Alan Pfeffer, Dorothy Philcox, Joanne and Chris
Pitfick, Gerta Polgardy, Melanie Rodenburgh, Charlotte Roessle, Erich and Aleen Roth,
The Schaeperkoetter Family, Jean and Roy Seher, Ingrid and Jeff Smith, Kathy Smith,
Jane Stark, Roy Starke, Annette Swanson, Linda and Thomas Tracey, Janine and Steven
Tyrer, Hans VanOphemert, Randy VanYahres, Betty and Mark Waldron, Constance and
Charles Wolf, Erwin Zimmermann.

We thank you for your generosity and continued support of our Parish.
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Daily Bible Readings for Year B (April 21 — April 28)
From EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The
readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the

Sunday readings.

Sun 4/21

Mon 4/22

Tues 4/23

Wed 4/24

Thurs 4/25

Fri 4/26

Sat 4/27

Sun 4/28

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24

John 10:11-18

Psalm 95
1 Samuel 16:1-13
1 Peter 5:1-5

Psalm 95
1 Chronicles 11:1-9
Revelation 7:13-17

Psalm 95
Micah 7:8-20
Mark 14:26-31

Psalm 22:25-31 St. Mark, Evangelist
Amos 8:1-7 Isaiah 52:7-10
Acts 8:1b-8 Psalm 57

2 Timothy 4:6-11, 18
Psalm 22:25-31 Mark 1:1-15
Amos 8:11-13
Acts 8:9-25

Psalm 22:25-31
Amos 9:7-15
Mark 4:30-32

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 22:25-31

1 John 4:7-21
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John 15:1-8

THE PARISH COUNCIL

If you would like contact information for the council members listed below,
please call the church office at 631-269-6454.
Joanne Pitfick, President
Pr. Robert Schoepflin, Vice-President
Brian Ansink, Fellowship
Karen Garone, Finance
Karen Alicata, Treasurer
Karen Garone, Assistant Treasurer
Mark Waldron, Assistant Treasurer
Arthur Wakefield, Assistant Treasurer
Barbara Kaifler, Secretary
Marina Bedrossian, Youth
Rich Doino, Property
Karen Wallin, Social Ministries
Betty Bose, Music and Worship
Aubrey Minton, Christian Education
Paul Farber, Stewardship

+++++tt++rtt bttt bbb

Sunday Schedule 9:30am In person The Holy Eucharist

and Live stream via YouTube

Sunday school N3 - Grade 5  9:30am In person

Monday Schedule 7:30pm In person The Holy Eucharist

Church Office: 631-269-6454 School Office: 631-269-4898
www.abidingpresencechurch.org
email: abidingpresenceoffice@gmail.com
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