
In March of this past year, a member of our community who was a part of 
our original launch team that helped plant this church asked me if I would 
marry her and her partner.   

As an ordained member of clergy in the Covenant, I am not allowed to 
perform, preside or participate in same sex unions, weddings or blessings 
and so I told her that I could not marry them.  I honored my vows in 
ordination by declining to officiate the wedding. This decision, made in 
good faith and out of love and respect for the denomination that conferred 
my ordination, was difficult decision for both me and the couple.  

A few weeks later, after a number of hard and honest conversations, she 
asked if I would be willing to pray for them at the wedding.   

My decision to offer the prayer was a way of honoring another part of my 
vows as a Pastor, stated in our ethical guidelines that require me to extend 
pastoral care “regardless of race, gender, creed, ethnic origin, 
socioeconomic status, or sexual orientation… as part of a sacred trust from 
God.” The ethical principles call me to “act in the best interests of others, to 
seek their well being, safeguard their interests, and protect them, as we are 
able, from danger and harm, even to the point of sacrificing our own 
interests.” I believe I did that in good conscience. 

Unfortunately, in doing so I violated the Guidelines for Pastors Regarding 
Human Sexuality which say Covenant Pastors “may attend the wedding or 
blessing of a same sex couple but may not participate in the service 
other than as a participant with the congregation”.   

Bottom line:  I was in a difficult spot where it felt like I could not do all that 
was required of me as a Pastor and an Ordinand in the Covenant.  I did 
everything I thought to do to be a Pastor to this person and stay in bounds 
and honor the commitments I’ve made to the Covenant.  Looking back, 
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Laura and I processed this decision quite extensively, but I did not bring 
other colleagues or Covenant & Conference leadership into the situation 
which I deeply regret.   

I regret the difficulty this has caused—for my colleagues in leadership, for 
the Covenant Church which I serve and represent, and for both my church 
and family.  

B.  I am willfully submitting to the process that is afforded me for care & 
discipline as a member of the ministerial in the Covenant and look forward 
to the ways I will be challenged and will grow as your pastor.  

C.  As I have been before, I continue to be committed to faithfulness to the 
ethical principles for pastors and the guidelines re: human sexuality. 


